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‘You're A Grand Old Flag’ and Other 
Disk Firecrackers to Set Off July 4 


By JIM WALSH 


The first practical disk talking- 
machine was the Gram-o-phone, 
invented by Emile Berliner, Ger- 
man-born inventor who lived in 
Washington, D. C. On April 3, 
1896, Berliner recorded what may 





‘Nothing Juvenile About 





have been the first platter ever | 
made especially for Fourth of July 
trade. Although the waxing was | will occur next Monday (6), when 


done in Washington, the record | “Juvenile Jury” starts on NBC-TV, | 


‘ b 
Gotham ‘Jury’ Spread 
Unprecedented case of a network 
television show being _ telecast 
regularly on three of the seven 
channels in the New York market 


was called “The Spirit of '76—A) with the show set to appear simul- 
Street Scene in Boston. The per- | taneously in N. Y. on WNBT, WOR- 
formers of '96 who “huzzaed” and| Ty and WATV, Newark. 


defied the Red Coats were uni- 
dentified, but they crowded lots of 
sound and fury into the single- 
sided, seven-inch, raspy zinc disk. 

For many years afterwards, Vic- 
tor and other reeord purveyors 
made a practice of issuing in June 
special supplements and demon- 
stration-hbooth hangers of “Records 
of Patriotic Interest,” in the hope 
that the approach of “the Glorious 
Fourth” would stir the flag-waving 
emotions of the average American 
and pep up the normally below- 
par summer platter business. 
These special supplements  con- 
sisted largely of standard patriotic 
songs: “The Star-Spangled Ban- 
ner,” “America,” “Columbia, the 
Gem of the Ocean,” “Battle Hymn 
of the Republic,” “Yankee Doodle,” 
“Battle Cry of Freedom,” etc. But 
there was also a smattering of pa- 
triotic orations, such as Leonard 
Garfield Spencer intoning  Lin- 
coln's Speech at Gettysburg, and 

(Continued on page 36) 


‘Merry Widow’ Star Again 
In Bridal Suite Script 
For 50th Wedding Anni 


Des Moines, June 30. 
Mrs. Robert J. Shank, known 
Professionally here as Mabel Wag- 
ner Shank, together with her hus- 
band, returned to 
fotel, Chicago, 
celebration of their fiftieth wed- 
ding anniversary. 
tom, at the time 
‘oneymoon at the Congress, for 
bridal couples to take with them 
ie Key to their hotel room, after 

“ich the hotel changed the lock. 
_ the Shanks had kept their key, 
- d in writing for a reservation for 
' anniversary celebration, had 
mentioned the key. The _ hotel 
played along to the extent of re- 
. acing the lock in the bridal suite 
i the one that was there 50 











| 





| 
' 
| 


; Cause 


WOR-TV gets show because of its 
rights deal with Barry, Enright & 
Friendly, owners and packagers of 


| the program, which originated on 


WOR-AM several years ago. 

WATYV will get the program be- 
Serutan, which is launching 
a new product, Geritol Jr. with 
the program, owns a piece of the 
Newark station, which occupies 
Channel 13 in the Gotham market. 
Both stations will pick up an NBC- 
TV feed. 


$10,000,000 Hotel 
For Reno A La 





Las Vegas Strip 


Reno, June 30. 
Building of a $10,000,000 resort 
hotel is slated to begin in Reno 
within the next 60 days. The Reno 


| Desert Inn would be along the de- 


| actual announcement 
the Congress | Plans, made by A. Miller, a stock- | 


last week for a. 


It was the cus- | 
of the Shanks’ | 


sign of the Las Vegas Strip hotels, 
containing 346 rooms, a swimming 
pool and dining room-casino to 
seat 1,000. 

Such hotels have been in the 
rumor stage in Reno for a year 
or more, but this marks the 


holder, and partner in the Town 
House here. 

No definite location was revealed 
for the swank hotel but the “‘logi- 


cal” point, and the area where all | 
interested potential builders have | 


surveyed, will be two to three 


|; miles south of Reno on Highway 


! ““°S ago. In addition, hotel repre- | 
““ntatives met the Shanks in Chi-| 
~. 2 With a 1903 Holsman rope- | 


to the hotel. 
sha . 
hank admits to age 80, but Mrs. 


nL 
fon who has been widely known 
0 


atic 


“tay and music coach, claims to 


a little younger.” She toured 
| * country for many years in light 
19}q, 28d concert work, and in 
Widows ted =in “The Merry 
“Ow 9 Broadway. 


automobile, for a fast drive | 


Wa for many years as a dra-| 


395. This is in the middle of the! 
valley which has the Mt. Rose ski | 


and 
The 


area in the west a few miles, 
the desert area to the east. 


setting is socko and the potential | 


of the area as a year-round sports 
area is tremendous. In the event 
of other hotels being built in Reno, 
most are figured to choose this 
vicinity. 

In line with the year-round ac- 


tivity planned by such builders, the | 


hotel will have not only a swim- 


ming pool but an ice skating rink. | 


Adjacent area of 39 acres will have 
a nine-hole golf course and four 
tennis courts. 


Listed as stockholders in the 
hotel corporation are Miller, Wil- 
liam Besthorn, of Besthorn Cigar 


(Continued on page 55) 


1 dul 
RELEASE P 


Hollywood's entry into new di 
mensions continues to be marked 
by vacillation. The uncertainty is 
as evident as the shuffling of re 


Mi 











| tribs maneuver in search of the} 
most marketable product. 
When the Arch Oboler eye-open 


jer, “Bwana Devil,” received a sur 
| prising b.o. reception, almost every 
| filmery showed an _ inclination 

; join the 3-D bandwagon. Critics’ 
iviews, plus audience complaints, 
linduced a degree of caution. This 
| disappeared somewhat with the re 
|ception of Warner Bros.’ ‘House of 
| Wax,” Paramount's “Sangaree” and 
Universal's “It Came From QOute! 
Space.” . 

Despite the socko b.o. returns, 
there remains among many trade 
sters a hard core of skepticism that 
3-D will take a dive, once the nov 
}elty value wears out. It is this 
skepticism that’s causing the tops) 
turvy in production plans. 

Frequent changes in 
plans have made it well-nigh im 
possible to determine just 


for delivery to the nation’s thea- 


picture may reveal that it'll be a 
stereopic, subsequent reports of the 
film will quietly drop the 3-D ap- 
pellation. It may be changed to a 
widescreen technique, or may sim- 
| ply be listed without any reference 
|to the filming process. 
{ Examples are Par's 
ment on “Red Garters” 
(Continued on page 48) 


Moon as Tourer 


Where Pic's Nixed 





announce 


first | 
of building | 


“Moon Is Blue,” in a cut-down 
physical production, may be sent 
on tour again next fall by Aldrich 
| & Myers to play cities and towns 
where the picture’ version’ is 
banned. It’s figured that the pub- 
| licity from the film tabu may spark 


| those who missed the F. Hugh Her- 
bert comedy previously into want 
ing to see what all the shooting’s 
| for. 

Special touring edition of the 
play, using the full, original text 
but w*h a simplified scenic pro- 
duction and non-name cast, coud 
presumably be readied for $15,000 
or so and might be able to break 
even for as little as $10,000 a week 
| Original production of “Moon,” 
financed at $75,000, earned about 
$205,000 profit. Second company, 
financed at $60,000, netted $160,- 
600 more, and a third edition 
nanced at $50,000 broke even. No 
income, has been received thus far 
from the film version, which was 


produced on a cooperative basis, 
with original stager Otto Premin- 
ger as director. Production Code 


Authority refused approval of the 
iscreen edition. 


| lease skeds, as producers and dis: | 


fi- | 


TIE 
‘ANG 


| 


to | 


| 
| 
| 
] 





BLOW-COLD 


Pix and Radio (As Fellow TV 


Sufferers) Unite on Talent Deals 


isitinioaikesinepiaitiingineideilpandadaa = 


Hayes & Healy Unearth 


Electronic Gaglegger 
Hollywood, June 30 

Eddie Rio, Coast rep of Ameri 

can Guild of Variety Artists, ha: 

alerted all AGVA field reps to be 
on the watch for “tapeworms.” 

Rio said erackdown follows re 


| cent discovery that a pianist in the 


filming | 


how | 
many 3-D pictures will be available 


tres during the next year. While 
the first announcement of a new | 


and “Knock 


relief orch at the Riverside, Reno 


was tape-recording the Peter Lind 
Hayes-Mary Healy act while it 
worked there. Rio complained to 
Riverside op Ruby Matter who 
ripped the recorder apart ind 
threatened to fire the 88’er if if 


ever happened again. Rio says pia 
nist planned to send tape east to 
writers, selling it to them for the 
gag 

As a result, Rio is sSuspiciou 
stunt may be in practice elsewhere 
so guild’s on the o. o. for tape 
worins,” so termed by Hayes tol 


lowing the Reno incident. 


Dog Days Produce 


Best B.0. Manners; 


Tix for All Shows 


By ALICE GRIFFIN 


Check at ticket windows of NV. Y 
legit houses operating on 44th 
sth and 46th streets during these 
dog days reveals b.o. barkers di 
playing little bite and much cous 
tesy. 

Survey, 
afternoon 
ture at 


conducted last Friday 
(26) with the tempera 
89, also uncovered tact 
that good orchestra location 
to be had on short notice to 
shows and to most performan: 
including weekends, during Juls 
Searcest ticket was “Can-Can,” 
selling three weeks ahead. At i} 
Shubert, where the Cole Porter- 
Abe Burrows musical is current, 
there was the biggest buying line 
three persons. Majority of the lob- 
bies were deserted. 

Devotees of b.o. etiquette can be 
reassured this midsummer that 
there's a Dora Chamberlain at the 


all 


ticket windows of nine of the 10 
houses canvassed. That includ: 
Miss Chamberlain herself, who 
graciousness at the Martin Beck 
(“Crucible”), in all seasons, has 
made her name synonymous with 


courtesy in ticket-selling. 


At the 46th Street Theatre, 
where “Guys and Dolls” returns 
Aug. 10, the pasteboard vendor 


beamingly advised on prices, per- 
formances and availability. Few 
doors east, at the Fulton, treatment 
was likewise cordial as concerns 
“The Seven Year Itch,” where it 
was imparted that orchestra loca-,; 
(Continued on page 53) 


| “My 


With the pix 
dustries still at 
spite various 


and television in 
arm's length de- 
attempts to get them 
together harmoniously, andthe 
film companies still frowning on 
free exposure of their stars on the 
sight airwaves, result has been 
closer cooperation between pix and 
radio, fellow sufferers of the tele 
revolution 


Latest evidence is the news that 


NBC radio has induced Jimmy 
Stewart to try his” trademarked 
voice in his first regular series 
Program, a cowboy — situationer 
called “The Six Shooter,” will 


debut in the fall 

In addition, Broderick 
also will do his first radio series 
the star of CBS Radio's “Big 
Joe Small,” to be written and pro 
duced by Hank Garson, who also 
does “Junior Miss.’ Audition prob- 
ably will be taped this week in 
Hollywood 

These two pix names 
latest in a recent 
of filmites into 
Ronald Colman 


Crawford 


as 


are but the 
series of moves 
radio, Of course, 
has been airing 
Favorite Story” for years. 
But Spring Byington entered the 
AM lists only last December with 
her CBS Radio “December Bride” 
series. Marlene Dietrich started 
“Time for Love" series last April. 
Now on hiatus, the Dietrich AMer 
will be back in the fall, 

Mercedes McCambridge, who went 
from radio to pix, has returned to 
AM with her CBS Radio strip, 
“Family Skeleton,” which preemed 
last month Will Rogers, Jr., who 
started with one pie and then de- 
cided to say in the biz, is starting 

(Continued on page 55) 


DeMille Denies Charge 
‘Show’ Is ‘Rome-Inspired,’ 
‘Ridicules’ Protestants 


Washington, June 30 
DeMille, an Episcopa- 
32d degree Mason, 
wrote an irate letter to New Age, 
published in Washington by the 
Supreme Council of Scottish 
Rite of Freemasonry, Southern 
Jurisdiction. He denied, so far a 
The Greatest Show On Earth” 
Par) is cone*rned. an editorial 
allegation by Elmer Rogers that a 

Rome-inspired Hollywood pry 
tice has been Catt lac 
religious scen with “digniiy and 
respect,” and poriraying Protestant 
religious scen is if “to cast ridi 
and the entire 
ervice.” 
The 


Cecil B 
lian and a 


he 


depicting 


cule satire oon 
National Catholic Welfare 
Council News Service in a story 
syndicated to Catholic papers, ex- 
plained that the criticism of “The 
Greatest Show on Earth” was based 
on a scene showing a Catholic 
priest blessing a departing circus 
train DeMille, director and pro- 
ducer of the picture, noted in nis 
letter that there is no reason to 
accuse him of making “Roman 
Catholic propaganda.” He added: 
“No Roman Catholic has ever so 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Two U.S. Pix in Ist 10 at Berlin Fest: 
Riots Curtain Window’ Into West 


+ 


By HAROLD MYERS 


Berlin, June 30. 

A French entry, “Le Salaire De 
La Peur,” was awarded first place 
in the Berlin Film Festival, which 
wound up Sunday (28). Runnerup 
was “Magia Verde,” Italian film 
“The Village,’ from Switzerland 
rated third 

Among the 


English language 


films seventh piace was won by 
Britain’s “The Captains Paradise,” 
eighth plece by the American pic 
ture, Republi fhe Sun Shines 
Bright,’ and 20th-Fox’s “The Man 
On A Tightrope” was tenth. 

In one of its main ol clives, the 


tival failed. Politi 
cally. it was intended that the 
junket should serve as a shop 
window for the film industries of 
the western world to the resident 
of Eastern Germany, but since the 
riots of a week avo, there has been 
no through traffie from east to 


Berlin Film Fe: 


west One picture theatre just in 
side the western zone had been 
taken over for the duration of the 


Festival for the exclusive use of 
East Berliners, but only a few 
score people each day 
ceeded in penetrating the bar 
rier to get a glimpse of the inte: 
national screenings. 
“The Bad and the 
M-G) was 
attraction here and 
marking in the 
which the Festival results are 
(Continued on page 53) 


Beautiful” 
Hollywood's opening 
rated high 


Kudos Variety Clubmen 
For Putting ‘Heart’ Into 


| 


| 


have suc- | 


public poll on) 


|sonal views. She is vacationing in 


Will Rogers TB Hospital 


By GENE ARNEEL 
Saranac, N. Y., June 30. 

“Variety Clubs represents the 
heart of show business and a part 
of that heart is right here,” 
mented Robert J. (Bob) O'Donnell. 
v.p. of Interstate Theatres, Dallas 
He was referring to the Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital, and 45 
Gotham visitors were in immedi- 
ate agreement with the Texas 
showman. 

For the operation of this tuber 
culosis institution showed certain 
individuals and groups in the trade 
at their humanitarian best. The 
Rogers hospital has become a re- 
markable achievement, having 
been elevated over the past four 
vears from a project of pitiful neg- 
lect to an instrument of genuine 
importance in combatting TB. 
Prominent specialists in the field 
have come to recognize the Rogers 
hospital to the extent that they've 
proposed merging its research en- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Laud Pic, Radio Names 
For Entertaining Gls 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Lt. Gen. Robert Harper, repre- 
¢ nting the U.S 
commended more than 100 Holly- 
wood film and radio personalities 
for their work in entertaining 
American servicemen overseas dur- 
ing the past three years. 

Celebration was held at the Pan 
Pacific Auditorium, with George 
Murphy presiding as head of the 
Hollywood Coordinating Commit- 
tee. Event was emceed by Johnny 
Grant and Keenan Wynn, who had 
made junkets to Korea. 


coMmi- | 


| 
| 


| Dressler, 
| tal, suffering from shock, but was 
| later released. 


\ lice Precinct. 


' Pills, and producers Julian Funt ) America 


_CBS street-level studio 58, at 55th 
Dept. of Defense, | 








House Subversive Probe 
Resumes Next Week in N.Y. || 


Washington, June 30. 
Subcommittee of the House Un- 
American Activities Committee 
resumes hearings in New York, 
tarting July 6, on Commy infiltra- 
tion into education and entertain- 








ment. Sessions will last about one 
week, according to present estl- 
mates Hearings are to take care 


over from the 
in New York| 


of loose ends left 
hearings conducted 
Jast May. 
Lillian Hellman and Dorothy 
Parker are among those whom Sen 
Joseph R. McCarthy’s investigat- 
ing committee expects to hear dur- 
ing three days of hearings com- | : 
mencing tomorrow (Wed.), in con- | 


sem Hanes na inran | SAG Members To 
Vote on By-law 

a * 
Banning Commies 


vriters and artists for whom sub- | 

poenas have been issued are Reck- | 

vell Kent, Mrs, Paul Robeson and 

Corliss Lamont. 

had been removed from = some Hollywood, June 30. 

overseas State Dept. libraries, Lil-| Screen Actors Guild’s special 

lian Hellman said, I’ll stand on the | Committee appointed to study the 

play—it’s about as political as a|Communist problem suggested a 

10-year-old in a grammer school.” | new bylaw making persons who are 
Miss Hellman declined further | members of the Communist Party 

comment, saying that her plays can | ineligible for membership in SAG, 

speak for themselves, and that she | 4nd the union’s exec board, after a 

did not care to go into her per-| lengthy meeting \ ; 

night, passed it unanimously. It is 

making | being submitted to membership 

immediately for mail referendum. 
Letter to members, accompany- 

|ing the proposed bylaw 


HORACE HEIDT 


FOR LUCKY STRIKE 
Under Personal Management 
JOHN LEER 
111 Fifth Ave., New York 





Grammar School Stuff 
Rome, June 23. 
After being informed here that 
her play, “The Children’s Hour’ 





Italy for the summer, 
Rome her headquarters, with trips 
around the peninsula. 





— SAG's long anti-Communist 


Sure Hates TV: Psycho | fight and tells members that the 


board “condemns in the strongest 

Stabs CBS Cameraman possible terms the following Guild 

} members who have been named as 

dA | A ' present or past Communist party 

An $saul ts ctor | members, who on appearing before 

A crazed psychopath sneaked | house committee refused to state 

into a CBS-TV (New York) studio whether they are or ever have been 

where “City Hospital”, was in re- members of the party: Georgia 

hearsal yesterday (Tues.), cried, “I Jackus, Morris Carnovsky, How- 

hate television! It’s dirty!,” | land Chamberlin, Dorothy Com- 
stabbed a cameraman, and hurled | (Continued on page 54) 

a glass pitcher at the head of an| 

actor. 


! * - 
“the cameraman, rat metsite US Tokyo Distribs 
where he was guffering from a ‘ 
4 
Blast ‘Task Force 


punctured lung. The actor, Eric 
Tokyo, June 30. 


was also taken to hospi- 

In an unprecedented action, the 
| heads of all the major U. S. film: 
| distributing offices here signed and 

Co-sponsors of “City Hospital,” | dispatched a cable to Erie Johns- 
Arrid and Carter's Little Liver|ton, Motion Picture Assn. of 
prexy, protesting the 
and Walter Selden, cancelled the! planned release in Japan of War- 
show skedded for last night (Tues.) | ner Bros.’ Pacific war tinter, “Task 
and substituted a kine. Force.” Action followed intense 

Herman Glazer, manager of the discussion of the propriety of re- 
leasing this plus a protest to the 
American embassy from the Japa- 
nese Motion Picture Ethics Com- 
mittee. 

“Force” was imported last year, 





Four guards disarmed the assail- 
ant, Richard Gaughan, 29, a clerk, 
who was removed to the 18th Po- 





St. and 9th Ave., formerly the 
Town Theatre, said the assailant 
had gained entry into the studio 
by telling a guard: “I’m an actor | 
on the show in rehearsal.” 

Police at 18th Precinct said the 
assailant had made the statement 
after his capture: “TV is killing | last 
people. I wanted to straighten it 
out by killing the TV operator.” , pic. Opposition voiced by film cir- 
Gaughan will be detained in court cles and the intelligentsia has been 
today (Wed.) at 10 a.m., and then | (Continued.on page 54) 
taken to Bellevue Hospital. | 


ity of local war films, and smash 


May prompted the planned 
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When neophytes from their hide- 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 








Mars, Ark. 

The boys at Universal-International have gone from “City Beneath 
The Sea” to “It Came From Outer Space” in a matter of a few months. 
That sounds as if they went from being all wet to being high and 
dry, but the less facetious fact is they are making more money on 
less invested capital than any bunch in Hollywood today. 

This should inspire those who fear that Hollywood is living on bor- 
rowed time. For all their mechanization, pictures are still very persona} 
productions, and no one could have been blamed if he had prophesied 








Monday (29) | 


change, | 


but not released. Current popular- | 
b.o. of “Sands of Iwo Jima” (Rep) | 


July release of the Gary Cooper | 





that with the death of Uncle Carl Laemmle years ago Universal C 
would have become a ghost town long before now. 

But the opposite has turned out to be the case. Even bogged ci 
by a merger and as silly a split billing as the world of biz has ever 
seen (all no doubt necessary for legal reasons), the old lot off Holly- 
wood’s Cahuenga Pass has conre up with amazingly successful guesses 
as to what the public will go for next. It has done even bette: 
| guessing how far the public will go when a cycle has started. 

It is almost as difficult to know when to get off these things : 
when to start one. Everybody was touting U-I off what I chose 
call the “science-friction” craze. It had reached its end, fairly smart 
people felt sure. Yet U-I went ahead with “It Came From Outer 
space” and, according to Brog, “it has a strong money entry in this 
science fiction feature which is assured attention in the present market 
by use of 3-D, stereophonic sound and wide screen.” He wrote this 
on May 21. By now he can cash in his clips where U-I cashes in its 
chips. The gamble has paid off handsomely. 

What pleased me most about this payoff was that Ray Bradbury 
came through a winner, too. He wrote the original story. 

Bradbury Tells The World 

I don’t know him, but shortly after the last presidential election 
he took out a full page ad in Daily Variety and told our part of the 
solar system that he was continuing his dissenting opinions, and any- 
body who called him a Communist had better do it down an unbugged 
drain because he’d do his best to clink the lout under charges of 
criminal libel. 

His Democratic Manifesto so impressed me that I wrote him a fan 
letter. That he has not been dragooned before some judgment-proof 
Congressional committee for his insolent individualism I lay to the 
| fact that I saw a sticker on an old car the other day. “Ike and Nixon,” 
| it proclaimed, “Time for a change.” 
| “Gosh,” I said to myself, “already? After only six months?” 

Anyway, Bradbury by flying a ‘“Don’t-Tread-On-Me” ensign, has 
| so far not been trod upon. 
| I hope that is not his penname but one his ancestcrs passed on to 
him, because I’m getting pretty tired of having immigration officers 
' calling at Bedside Manor and wondering if I could help them clear 
|}up the past of some Hollywood character who is a first-generation 
| emigrant, and because he talks like an early American is suspect by 
| second-generation emigrants who have wangled their way into harasse 
ing official positions. 
| A couple of these immigration couriers, bewildered by my Harry 
Greb sort of windmill tilting, recently asked, “Are you an American- 
| born, Mr. Scully?” I suspect they hoped for another case to add to 
their dossier. “Hell, no,’ I replied, “I’m a New Yorker!” 

What I liked best about Ray Bradbury’s picture (and I eail it his 
| picture despite the contributions of William Alland as producer, Jack 
| Arnold as director, Harry Essex as scripter, Cliff Stine as cameraman 
|and Richard Carlson as star), is that Bradbury clothed his hero in 
| civilized trappings. His hero was a scientist instead of a trigger-happy 
| member of the military arm. He believed the visitors from outer space 
| meant no more harm to the emigrant or native-born Americans than 
| Columbus meant to the native-born Americans he first met 462 years 
ago. So Brad's hero tried to brief his fellow-townsmen in hospitality 
instead of hate, and in courage and confidence instead of fear and 
distrust. 


1 





Way Off Course, Eh? 

This is right down my alley in international and interplanetary 
relations and I was glad to see that Bradbury gave his hero the mind 
and the means to help the visitors, who seemingly were grounded by 
accident, to get back on their course and kiss this dizzy planet goodbye. 

The other day I found out why it is dizzier than formerly. It is 
traveling in three directions at the same time and is 50,000,000 miles 
off its course. I had hoped that Bradbury would have given some 
inkling as to why a ship from outer space might have got so far out 
of line as to plunge into the Mojave Desert, but that would have 
opened up the whole field of magnetic energy, and the peasants are 
hardly up to the cosmology of atomic energy without being driven 
out of their few remaining wits by the next great step in power and 
| politics. 
| Though this may not be earth-shaking news, the Air Force and I 
| have made a peace pact of sorts. It seems about three years ago I 
_roundly berated the Pentagonians for. first, denying that these objects 
| from outer space existed and, second, ordering that the so-and-so's 
| be shot down on sight. 
| Since that time the Pentagonians admit (unofficially, anyway) that 
they made a sorry mess of that public relations job and hold no hard 
feelings toward me for bringing them to heel in the matter. More- 
over, they are now stuck with 750 unknown objects, most of which 
have been caught on their radarscopes. That represents quite an in- 
crease over the 34 I claimed they were stuck with in 1949. Their 
orders no longer are to shoot the Saucerians at sight. 
| With Passports And Visas, Too? 
| Both the Air Force's intelligence officers and the FBI are busy 





_running down just such characters as Ray Bradbury imagined in “It 
Came From Outer Space.” I have heard the figures. They vary be- 
, tween 5,000 and 10,000 spacemen supposedly walking this earth and 
| checking on the possibility of friendly landings. In fact, I have talked 
| to some who claimed they were from outer space and were planning 
, to pull out soon, as it didn’t look as if this world were long for this 


—* The suspicion was that we would eventually blow ourselves 
o he 
'__— By TOM WEATHERLY —— 


. 


They were not so concerned about atomic bombs because, after all, 
| there is just so much uranium around, but the hydrogen bomb dis- 


| turbed them because there is plenty of hydrogen in our atmosphere, 


_and they feared that such a bomb could light up the rest and burn 
the atmosphere off our earth. Without atmosphere, of course, not only 
| the ducks would be dead ducks. 

It was an interesting theory. Another Saucerian advanced the sus- 
| picion that if we blew up our planet, other planets would rush in to 
| fill the vacuum and that would speed up the whole solar system and 
, yank their point of origin into the mad whirl as well. 
| I don't, as a practice, turn these cases over to the FBI, because I 
| understand all their psychiatrists have gone crazy already. I just 
| listen and say, “Sure, sure,” till such visitors leave. 

Having missed George Pal’s version of Orson Welles’ version of 
| H. G. Wells’ version of machines coming from Mars to destroy us 

and being buckled under at the fast moment by our super-duper mi- 
crobes, I'm glad I hung around long enough to see U-I’s more friendly 
version of what visitors from space have in store for us. 

That word “space,” which used to mean the little white spots be- 
tween words, is becoming a mighty fascinating noun. I hope our 


| Pilots, who must be up to 50,000 feet by now, get the rest of the way 
/soon so I can check on whether Wells, Bradbury or my spies had 
the best answer as to what they look like and what they are flying 
around here for anyway. 
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Figured Hazen and Wallis Can Split | AE 1° HAE 


$6,000,000 in Cap 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Collapse of the Joseph H. Hazen- | 
t Wallis corporate setup, which | 
1s a Surprise even to execs on 
Coasts who have been close to 

jie company, is generally re- 

in the trade as temporary, 

e Hazen-Wallis combo to re- 
operations not too far off in 
Announcement of the 


1 » future 
diccolution was made here over the 
eKe end. | 
Pr duction unit has been a 
profitable operation and, according 
to insiders, a good part of the 
earnings have been kept in the 
company. H-W has been releasing 
through Paramount the past five 
yecl If there’s to be a liquida- 
tion of all assets, the indie outfit | 


would have a net worth, including | 


its cash reserves, of close to $6,- 
090.000, according to trade er | 
mates. Capital gains tax consid- 


erations influenced the move to dis- 
solve, it's suspected. 

Among indications that the H-W | 
will set up production again is that 
fact that as recently as within the 
past few weeks the unit registered 
new titles of features with the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America. 

Neither partner is ready to for- 

ily announce future plans at the 

present time but Wallis will main- 
tain his office at Paramount until 
August. 
Release of the 
ire, “Money From Home,” will be 
announced within the next three 
months. It was not included in the 
company’s contract with Par. 


t 


Wallis had planned to produce | 


(Continued on page 14) 


US. Maps Feature 
Propaganda Pix 


The State Dept. is going into the 
production of propaganda features, 





company execs were told yester- | 
day (Tues.) at a meeting with 
J. Cheever Cowdin, newly ap- 


pointed head of the Department's 


international motion picture serv- | 


ice 

Confab, which took place at Mo- 
tion Picture Assn, of America 
headquarters in N.Y., was arranged 
by MPAA  prexy 
Purpose was to let Cowdin give the 
distribs a blueprint of his inten- 
tions, 
more with the 
Cowdin also probed execs as to 
their attitude on the possibility of 
handling both features and shorts 


With the American message abroad. | 
Distribs in the past have worked | 


with the State Dept. 
Government shorts and newsreels 
In various areas of the world. 
While the companies are expected 
to continue to give State their full 
Cooperation, some doubt 


by releasing 


be wise for the studios to mix 


‘ensing of entertainment and propa- 

funda features on their schedules. 

Comn ittee has reportedly been 

ip in Hollywood to advise State 

On teature production. 

ne exec observed, “We mustn't 
Continued on page 14) 


Bills Socko $2,170,000 
From mU. 5. Houses in 1 Wk. 


Cc ‘inually improved worldwide 
sures reported by Universal 

e ‘Securities & Exchange Com- 

n tended to obscure the fact 
ie company has chalked up 
,  Steatest amount of domestic 
less in its modern history. In 





th 


. June week, which tied in 

: a ‘company sales drive, U re- 

; ry $2,170,000 in billings for 
. theatres. 

, “ompany officials nixed any 

a....4 anent the record figure, 

ite fact that such domestic 


luding Canada) business vol- 
© 1S well above normal for any 

company in the trade. 

U made a remarkable re- | 

ery from its heavy deficit oper- 


(Continued on page 14) 


— 


latest H-W fea-| 


Eric Johnston. | 


the accent being on “let’s do |! 
money available.” , 


was ex- | 
pressed yesterday whether it would 


Gains Between Em | 


Probe Pix Abroad 





Hollywood, June 30 
Moticn Picture Industry Council 
appointed a special committee to 


study “runaway” film production 
overseas in the hope of finding a 
solution of that much-debated 
problem 

Chairman of the committee is 
Carey Wilson, head of the Screen 
Producers Guild. Other members 
are B. B. Kahane, Gunther Less- 
ing, Steve Broidy, Roy Brewer, 
John Dales, Jr., Allen Rivkin and 
Arthur Freed. 


Cinerama Stands 
- By For SW Check 
Plus Signature 


Finalization of the Cinerama 
Productions-Stanley Warner deal 
is expected to take place late to- 
day (Wed.). Attorneys for both 


| 
| 
| 


VIDPIX YEN THEATRE MARKET 





= 








rOREIGN EXh 


Vidpix producers are 
jing the theatrical market 


again eve 
Although 


| sporadic empts to invade the 
atres have been made in the past 
the ventures died long before the 
films were properly assembled for 
possible marketing New yen is 
based on the anticipated product 
Shortage during Hollywood's re 
gearing to new techniques 

Telepixites are taking the real- 
istic view that their efforts will 
find few takers among American 
exhibs. Their sales pitch will be 
aimed mainly at the foreign mar 
ket (viz. Sheldon Reynold's “Fo 
eign Intrigue” series) and, pos 
| sibly at U. S. secondary houses op 
erating on a dual bill policy 

With the tremendous number of 
felepix being made, vidpix pro- 
| ducers are firmly convinced that a 
considerable amount of the footage 
can be adapted for theatrical out- 


| ‘Gangbusters” 


| companies burned the midnight oil ! 


Monday and yesterday to tie down 


the legal phraseology of what has 
been described as ‘‘a complicated 
deal.”’ Board members of Cinerama 
have been alerted to stand by for 
the final approval and signing. 

' As soon as the pact is inked 
the S. H. (Si} Fabian cireuit will 


|.turn over to Cinerama Productions 
|a check, representing coin ad- 
vanced by Cinerama for additional 
equipment. Cinerama Productions 
had ordered 20 sets of installations 
from Cinerama, Inc., the licensing 
and manufacturing company, and 
some of the equipment has been 
delivered. In addition, payments 
are due. 

Cinerama Productions 
Dudley Roberts, Jr. told associates 
yesterday (Tues.): “I’m waiting for 
the check.” 
officials his for 


| Cinerama plans 


prexy 


While Fabian broadly outlined to | 


production, which SW will under- | 


take in addition to 
Cinerama theatres, a 
source said his exact plans depend 
on decision of the Dept. of Justice. 
Since SW, an offshoot of Warner 
Bros., comes within jurisdiction of 
the consent decree judgment, the | 
Justice Dept. greenlight is neces- 
sary. 

Trio of SW execs, 
ager and veepee 
veepee Nathaniel Lapkin and at- 
torney Stuart Aarons, are cur- 
rently in Washington conterring 
with Justice Dept. officials. 

Under the proposed deal, Fabian 

(Continued on page 19) 


a 


general man- 
Harry Kalmine, 


Seek Separate Deals on 
Deepies Sold Overseas 


\ Aware of the potential appeal of 
3-D and widescreen pix abroad, 
the industry is playing it safe in 
making its foreign deals with 
countries where price ceilings are 
part of any agreement. 

Most recent example is Norway. 
where a new pact has been signed 
It states specincally that the terms 
of the deal cover only conventional 


product. Where five pix a year 
could be singled out for higher 
terms than the maximum 50° 
quintet doesn’t take in any 3-D 
pix. 

Industry's attitude is that it 
wouldn't be fair to mix together 
standard and 3-D films, since lat- 


ter are more expensive to produce 
and, for a certain period of time 
at least, can be expected to bring 
a boffo b.o. Americans are re- 
portedly not meeting with too 
much opposition in their conten- 
tion that 3-D product’ terms 
should be negotiated separately, 
There are price ceilings in many 
countries, including such impor- 


‘tant markets as Italy and Holland.' Woman” 


operating | 
Cinerama | 


Such series as 
and 


lets *“T Love Lucy,” 


the upcoming 


“Topper” are cited as examples of 
telepix that can be assembled into 
full-length theatrical films. In ad 
dition, there's footage similar to 
the theee-part film on the bank 
robber, Willie Sutton, that can be 
edited into a feature presentation 
Proponents of the idea are not 
overlooking the possibility — of 
three-part omnibus films, which 
can be pul together from many of 
the available half-hour vidpix 
Vidpix makers are not brashly 
(Continued on page 14) 


ROSSEN BACK IN ACTION 
AFTER 2-YEAR LAYOFF 


Robert Rossen. who has been in 
active since the House Un-Ameri 
can Activities controversies of a 


couple of years ago, is returning to 
film production. He'll 


operate as 
an independent and reportedly is 
set with a two-picture distribution 
deal with United Artists. 


Rossen is now scripting the first, 
titled “Alexander the Great,” 
which he'll also direct and pro 
duce. Second property isn't set yet. 
Rossen’s last pix were “All the 
King’s Men,” which won the Acad- 
emy Award as best production of 

(Continued on page 14) 


No Trade Shuffle to Buff for View 
Of Todd-AO; R&H's 407, of ‘Okla. 


Rodgers: ‘Just Great’ 

Commenting 
sion of the Todd 
stration, Richard 
in N. Y. last week 
was “Just great He added 
that he had gone to Buffalo as 
a completely unprejudiced ob 
server 

“After all Hammet 
stein and | could have walked 
away from the thing without 
any difficulty whatever,” he 
stated. “We found it incompa 
rably improved over any othe 
system ‘ve far. It's 
a tremendous thing.” 

Under the original 
ment with R & H, 
could have bowed out 


on his impres 
AQ de 

Rod 4a 
24) that it 


non 


uid 


Oscar 


we seen so 
arrange 
the pair 
unless a 


satisfactory test of Todd-AO 
was presented to them by 
Aug. 1 





MPAA Vidpix 
Snafu: Petrillo 


-¢ 


With “Oklahoma” now definitely 
tset for widescreen lensing via the 
rodd-AO proce as the result of a 
one-shot demonstration for Magna 
Theatre Corp. exec and Richard 
Rodgers & Oscar Hammerstein 2d 
at the Regent Theatre, Buffalo, last 
week, industry won't get a chance 
to appraise the system until it’s 
ready for showing at the Rivoll 


tion 


N. ¥ 
ot 


Theatre 


Indicative Magna's determina- 


to take its time in unveiling 
| the process, the special equipment 
at the Regent has been dismantled, 
Trade had been expecting to pre- 
view Todd-AO in Buffalo in the 
near future, but now that the board 
'has had a chance to see what the 
system can do, the company its in 
ino hurry to hold further demon- 
Strations until some “even more 
Startling things are set,” according 


| 


to showman Michael Todd who hag 


been potent in developing his 
new system with collaboration of 
the American Optical Co 

Magna board meets today (Wed.) 
on policy matters 

Meanwhile, it's learned that 
R&H will participate in the “Okla- 
homa” film take through a 40% 
| interest in the pic. Pair also pock- 
ets $1,000,000 for the screen rights 
land owns 20 of Magna which in 
turn has a 20° cut in the R&ll 


Wants His Slice 


last-minute 
could possibly 
television series 
by the Motion Picture Assn. 
America and American Broadcast- 
ing Co., James C. Petrillo, 
the American Federation 
Sicians, has indicated he'll demand, 
on behalf of the union, a payment 
of $25 for each musician employed 
ftlm shown on TY. It has 
been further hinted that Petrillo 
will want other payments in the 
form of contributions to the AFM’s 
welfare fund. Other key unions, 
realizing it’s a non-prifit venture, 
are not demanding extra rerun 
euts 
Telecasts, 
hour, 


In a which 
upset the entire 


projected joint ly 


hitch, 


of Mu 


in each 


each running a half- 


have been designed as insti- 


of | 


prez of | 


tulional plugs fur the film business | 


with the profits, calculated at 
to $5,000 weekly if the shows 
(Continued on page 10) 


up 
nab 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Soaring Mercury Clips Trade; ‘Beast’ in Ist Place, 
‘Cinerama’ 2d, ‘Sangaree,’ ‘Arena,’ ‘Space’ Next 
With many spots just marking | 12 list. ‘Dream Wife” (M-G), “Des 

time awaiting the arrival of the! ert Song’ (WB) and “Lili” (M-G) 
July 4 weekend, numerous key § are the runner-up pix 
cities are suffering a biz relapse, as Launching of “Moon ITs Blue” 
result of the torrid weather. Some | (UA), in two representative keys, 
of the stronger pix started out pre-| highlights the new product. I[t is 
holiday but the number of different terrific in Chicago and smash in 
films playing plainly indicated the | San Francisco. In former city, it is 
tendency to fill in with available | giving the Woods, where playing, 
product, or hold pix until the, its biggest week in two years 
| Fourth of July. Only in a few scat Glory Brigade” (20th) is okay in 
|tered keys was weather rated fa- Detroit and fair in Chicago 

vorable for the boxoffice “Great Sioux Uprising” (U), 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” also new, is socko in Chi but only 

(WB), second last week, is pushing fair in St. Louis. “Melba” (UA) Its 

up to No. 1 spot by dint of some 11 rated solid on N. Y. preem at the 

playdates, majority of which are) Capitol. “Dangerous When Wet’ 
brisk to terrific. Manner in which! (M-G), nice in N. Y., looms big in 
this has caught on throughout the Chi, but slow in Portland, Ore. 
country is amazing even the most “Let's Do It Again” (Col) shapes 
optimistic exhibitor. fine in L. A. Also new, “Houdini” 
“Cinerama” (Indie), cashing in (Par.) is big in Omaha. 

on the vogue for 3-D pix, is pushing “Fort Ti’ (Coli is sockeroo in 

to second position, highest rating Detroit, but fair in Boston. “Han 

thus far. “Sangaree” (Par.), well nah Lee” (Indie), nice in Philly 
down on the list a week ago, is. looms slow in L. A. “Pony Express” 
capturing third spot, while “Arena” (Par) is mild in Indianapoli 

(M-G) has moved up to fourth po- Story of 3 Loves” (M-G), nice 

sition from seventh of last session. in Chi, is light in Minneapolis and 
“Came From Outer y gd ’ (U), fine in Phills Moulin Rouge” 

which had been champ for two suc- (UA), sturdy in Toronto and Seat 
cessive weeks, is off to fifth with tle, looks big in Phills 

an absence of fresh bookings hurt- Farmer Takes Wife” (20th), 

ing its total. “Shane” (Par.) is fin- good in Portland and nice in Seat 

ishing sixth, while “Francis Covers tle, is just okay in Detroit. “Raid. 

Big Town” (U) is seventh. “Pickup ers of Seven Seas (UA) looks fine 


on South St.” (20th) is winding up 


eighth, with “Queen Is Crowned” 
(U), ninth. 
“The Maze” (AA), new 3-D effort, 


is capturing 10th position the first 
week out in circulation. “Scared 
Stiff’ (Par.) and “South Sea 


(WB) round out the big: 


in Portland. 


“Remains To Be Seen” (M-G), 
okay in Portland, is lean in Minne- 
apolis. “Man in Dark” (Col), smash 


in Omaha, is fair in K. C. and mild 
in Indianapolis. ; 
(Complete Boxoffice R 


Pages 8-9.) 


eports on 


(Continued on page 10) 


McDonnell Exits 
MPAA; to Ike Job 


Col. Richard McDonnell, special 
representetive for the Motion Pie- 
ture Assn. of America, has submit- 
ted his resignation to the MPAA 


board. McDonnell came 
inence in the film 
when he negotiated 
Japanese 
ing over 
company 
slate, 

On 


into prom- 
trade recently 
deals with the 
government for unthaw- 
$6,000,000 of American 
earnings in the Nippon 


best 
(Continued on 


MPAA 
14) 
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June B.0. Paced by 3-D Pix; ‘Space 
Champ, ‘Shane’ 2d, Ft. Ti, ‘Bess Next 


Impact that 3-D product ge hd 

the boxoffice was vividly illus- 
seated at the nation’s first fer the- Coroner Sez 3-) Shock 
atres last month, when tri-dimen- | 
Cause of Heart Attack’ 


sional pictures landed the first 
Philadelphia, June 30. 


three places in the national box- | 
office sweepstake So strong were 
the 3-D pix that such films as A_ patron, who collapsed and 
“Scared Stiff,” “Desert Song” and | died in the Stanton Theatre Friday 
“Young Bess” were over hadowed. | night (26) while watching the 3-D 
Of the three b.o. toppers only | film, “The Maze,” was believed to 
“Shane” had any name stars, plain- have suffered shock caused by sud- 
ly pointing up the three-dimen den fright, according to the re-| 
sional appeal | port by coroner Joseph Ominsky 
Film theatres in some 24 key The victim, Albert Orsini, 25 
cities covered by Variety had tO/ slumped over in his seat while 
contend with some very hot June | watching the film, and was pro- 
weather and end of school terms | nounced dead on arrival at Hahne- 
was reflected business-wise Only |mann Hospital. An autopsy re- 
in closing weeks of month, vealed death was due to a con- 
“It Came From Outer Space” | gested heart failure, which might 
(U) is the June champion grosser,| have been induced by sudden ex- 
finishing first two weeks in a row, | citement or fright. Orisini’s 
and never going below sixth. This| brother Samuel reported he had 
3-D thriller piled up grosses that| peen in good health. 
better the biz done by Universal's ‘ mea 
previous ace moneymakers by a 








wiat margin 
strength on virtually every play- os 9 
date. Mark was made despite a esert as ll 
lesser number of engagement 
cashing in on the popularity of | 
3-D pix and the fact that it is an 
fourth money, with the advent of |complete switch from its conven 
the Coronation making this a nat- tional operation pattern, has set up 
British queen's crowning. The tative plan represents the depar- 
(Continued on page 54) |ture from normal for, if the deal 
years, would have no part of it. 
Disney org has put together | 
Cl P fit M " NG format of the “True Life Adven- | 
aim ror argin jture” series. Film, titled “Living 
subsequent-run theatres are de-|entry named “Stormy,” dealing 


» 9 ¢ 9 

“Shane” (Pav), also in the three Disne S Storm 
dimensional category, landed sec- 9 
ond position, showing marked 
early in the month 

“Fort Ti’ (Col) copped third spot, P Pk 

rogram Pkge. 
outdoor thriller. 

“Young Bess” (M-G) captured Walt Disney organization, in a_| 
ural for one week of sweeping ‘a full program package, which may 
bookings around the time of the! be sold directly to theatremen. Ten- | 

_ - - |goes through, RKO, with whom 
. | Sreney has been associated for 
2d-Run Exhibs Balk at 
7 ° ‘ » . 
Retooling for Deepies | what S described as the first pic of 
’ feature length, fashioned along the 

Pending a downward revision of Desert,” runs about 80 minutes. | 
film rental terms for 3-D pictures, | Disney also has a new 45-minute | 
laying installation of depth equip-| With the birth of a colt and vome 
ment. Theatremen are acting on | conflict over its age. 
advice of their exhib orgs, which! Indie company figures on adding 
have been surveying the profit and|some short subject material to 
loss aspects of the “deepies,” un-; “Desert” and “Stormy,” to bring 
der the current prices being de- | the total to a combined running | 
manded by distribs. Terms are gen-| time of 213 minutes and selling the 
erally at 50°, |combo as the single unit. 

There’s general acknowledge-| Releasing the package through | 
ment that the 3-D films can chalk | RKO might mean such speedy han- 
up substantial b.o. returns in key|dling that the pix couldn't realize 
situations. However, once the film) their full potential, Disney com- 


gets down to a sub-run house the | pany believes. Consequently, the 
profit margin, according to exhibs, | outfit, on its own, is considering 


| 


June Golden Dozen 
1. “From Outer Space” (VU). 
2. “Shane” (Par) 

3. “Fort Ti” (Cob 

4. “Young Bess” (M-G) 

5. “Cinerama” (Indie) 

6. “Scared Stiff” (Par) 

7. “Queen Is Crowned” ‘U) 
8. “Pickup South St.” (20th) 
9. “Titanic” (20th) 

10. “Sangaree” (Par) 

11. “Desert Song” (WB) 

12. “Lili” (M-G) 


City Investing Co. 
Mans New Legiter 


City Investing Co., as a result 
of the revision of New York City’s 
theatre building regulations, is 
dusting off plans for the construc- 
tion of a new legit theatre in the 
Broadway area. According to prexy 








Robert Dowling, company already | 
|has a plot of land selected and | 
details leading to the construction 


of a new theatre are being worked 


ion. He declined to reveal the site. 


Although the new law permits 
the building of an office structure 
above the theatre, Dowling said 
City Investing’s plans does not 


| provide for dual construction. “I 


don’t believe in a combination 
building,” he stated, “and the area 


|does not demand an office build- 


ing.’ He indicated, however, that 
there would be facilities for park- 
ing, a restaurant and stores, ad- 
juncts that “are natural to the 
theatrical district.” 

Concerning City Investing’s four 
adjacent theatres on Broadway and 
flanking on 45th and 46th Sts., 


| Dowling said no changes were con- 





Johnston, Flaud Talk Up 


Preliminary talks on a new 
French film agreement took place 


tween Motion Picture Assn. of 
America prexy Eric Johnston and 





the Centre National de la Cinema- 
tographie. There were no indica- 
tions in N. Y. yesterday (Tues.) as 
to outcome of their discussions, to 
be continued in Paris later this 
week. 

Both Johnston and Flaud were 
in Berlin for the international film 
fete there. Current Franco-Ameri- 
can pix pact expired June 30. 
While the French are reportedly 
anxious for a subsidy arrangement 
similar to the one in effect as part 
of the Americans’ deal with Italy, 


MPAA execs are under impression | 


the present 
extended 
changes. 


Exhibs-Distribs: 
‘Who Pays What 


may be 
drastic 


agreement 
without any 





—% for 3-D Specs?” 


templated, since they were doing | 


very well. The Bijou and the Ful- 


|}ton are legit houses while the 
Astor and Victoria are filmeries. | 


There had been reports in the past 


{that the company planned to raze 


this area to construct a combo 
theatre-office building site. 


FCC Nixes Pix Biz Bid 
For Exclusive Channels 


On Theatre TV Service 


Washington, June 30. 
With a ruling that theatre TV 
should operate as a common car- 
rier on frequencies assigned for 
the purpose, the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission last weék de- 
nied the motion picture industry's 





bid for exclusive channels for the | 
| service. However, the agency left | 
|the door slightly open by indicat- | 


ing it would consider separate 


|channels when a need can be shown | 


Hassle is brewing between dis- 
| tribs and exhibs regarding sharing 
costs for polaroid specs for 3-D 
films. With 50% rental deals for 
most stereopix, policy has been 
for the distribs and exhibs to share 
equally in purchasing the spec- 
tacles. Cost per pair of specs is 
10c. ‘ 

Exhibs charge film companies 
are attempting a switch of policy, 
indicating they’re willing to share 
in only part of the cost, when the 





example, on a 35° deal, distribs 
want to share in spec costs only 
up to that percentage. 

Warning to be on the lookout 
|for such deals has been issued 
iby Allied 


| 


| 


| 


7 ; ‘the ranks now are broken. fF; 
New US. French Pic Pact despite the PCA nix plus the ‘ : 
in Berlin over the weekend be-| 


Jacques Flaud, director general of | 


film rental deal is below 50%. For | 


States prexy Wilbur| 


Two Major Chains Book Moon’ Despite 
Code Nix; Spellman, ACLU in Split 


* If there has ever been Unity 
among major industry elements 
against a film turned down by the 
Production Code Administration, 


demned” classification by the Na 
|tional Legion of Decency, 
Moon Is Blue” has been book: 
|play both United Paramount 
| Stanley Warner outlets. 

The Otto Preminger-F. } 
| Herbert indie, released by | 

| Artists, is slated to bow at S.\ 
Stanley Theatre, Atlantic Cit: 

17, and UPT’s Center, Buffalo, A 

14. Other new opening date 
| have been set up, including 
|Wometco Circuit situation in 
| Florida. 

Francis Cardinal Spellman and 
the American Civil Liberties | n 
joined in the “Moon” controversy 
last week. The Cardinal started 
ithe ball rolling with a letter to al] 
| pastors in the archdiocese t 
Catholics that “Moon” was “a 
|casion of sin.” He reminded t 
lof their obligation to avoid 
the picture, “because it bears a se- 
rious potential influence for « 
especially endangering our yout! 
tempting them to entertain id 
behavior conflicting with the mo 
law” and inciting to juvenile 
quency. The letter was read iat 
churches on Sunday (28). 

In reply, the National Council 
on Freedom for Censorship, an 
|ACLU affiliate headed by E! 
Rice, offered the Council’s aid to 
the Victoria and Sutton theatre: 
N. Y., where the pic is skedded to 
open July 9. Rice said that, while 

(Continued on page 14) 


Gillette’s Bill Would 
Razor Admish Tax; Pix 


Biz in ‘Perilous’ State 


Washington, June 30. 

On ground that TV is driving 
film exhibition into bankruptcy, 
Sen. Guy M. Gillette (D., Ia.) this 
week joined the ranks of those in- 
troducing bills to exempt motion 
picture admission from the 20°¢ ad 
mission levy. 

Gillette, a member of the Sen- 
ate Small Business Committee 
|which has been probing practices 
of the film distributors, issued a 
statement in which he explained 
this is more than a case of merely 
eliminating “an unpleasant and 
burdensome tax.” 

“The situation of the motion pic- 
ture theatre,” he stated, “is unique 


ine 
) 
l 


cn ew 











appears to have vanished. There's 
wicket activity, they admit, but 
with the film rental charges plus 
the cost of installation, the exhibs 
see scant, if any, black ink figures. 

While more and more houses 
continue to install 3-D equipment 
with the release of each new ster- 
eopic, speed of conversion has 
slowed down to a walk. Exhibs dis- 
count distrib optimism of any- 
where to 3.000 to 5,000 depth 


houses by the end of the year. Cur- | 


rent estimates place the number of 
3-D houses at between 1.800 to 
2.000 

Holdouts do not only include 
indie ops, but there's indication of 
chains also balking in rushing new 
installations for their subsequent 
run outlets. 


SOL LESSER’S ‘FOLLIES’ 
MAY BECOME SHORTS 


Hollywood, June 30. 


the “private” distribution, initially 


to houses of art circuit stature. 
tion picture industry, which asked 


U BOARD NOW 11 WITH. |!om pictre iss: wen asked 
2 DECCA REPS ADDED | sition with regard to the eligibitity 


| of theatre TV for use of frequen- 
With Decca Records now hold-| cies assigned for common carrier 
ing a 52‘ interest in Universal, | purposes, 
two disk company reps joined| Commission also pointed out that 
Decca-U prexy Milton R. Rackmil | there is nothing in its regulations 
on the U board this week (29).!to prevent a common carrier offer- 
They are Samuel H. Vallance and /|ing only a theatre TV service from 
Harold I. Thorp. |using frequencies assigned to the 
Their election at a U board) common carrier band. “If the pro- 
meet Monday brings the board's | ponents of theatre TV feel,” agency 
strength up to 11, one short of the | asserted, “that existing common 
12 directors on it before the three | carriers (such as American Tele- 
J. Arthur Rank reps resigned. Lat-| phone & Telegraph Co.) cannot 
ter included Rank himself, G. I. | supply them with the service they 
Woodham-Smith and Robert Ben-! desire, they are free to take the 
jamin. They quit when Rank sold | necessary steps to establish a sep- 
out his U interests to Decca. ; arate carrier to supply such serv- 
Thorp is a partner in Laurence |ice or to require existing carriers 
M. Marks, investment bankers. | to render a reasonable service.” 
Vallance is vice-chairman of In-| As long as theatre transmission 
dustria Electria de Mexico and service can be provided through 


for them, 

By its ruling, the agency granted 
that part of a so-called ‘‘compro- 
mise’ solution offered by the mo- 





| 
| 








T | eisit i «# eh maw " “eal 7 4 
t ee uitable meee may prexy and director of Universal | (Continued on page 10) 
, ay oan sser's geen 4 Exchange Corp., a financial trad- 
ength = “3-D ollies” and send) ing company which has no connec- 
the already completed sequences tions with U. | N. Y. to Europe 
out as ort ‘ | Bud Abbott 
“Five parts of the color revue. | | Larry Adler 


lens ad in). St 


ereo-Cine process, have 
bi en Ch 


ipleted If Lesser can't 


get a suitable name to act as em- | 
cee, he'll eak up the film for re- 
Jease as five shorts, probably with 
the sequence starring Lili St. Cyr 


leading 


AA SKEDS 3 IN JULY 


Hollywood, June 30 


Artists’ first 3-D film. 
“The Maze, | be the last of the 
three films the company will re- 
lease during July. 


“Northern Patrol,’ 


Others are 
which goes out 


July 12 and “Affair in Monte Car- | 


lo.” which goes out July 19. 
July 26 release date has been set 
for “The Maze.” 


Modern Art Museum Maps 
TV Show With Oldie Pix 
Mindful of the industrv’s chang- 

ing attitude towards TV, Arthur 

Maver and Richard Griffith, cura- 

tor of the Museum of Modern Art | 

film library, are again muiling the 

idea of a TV show, making use of 

oldie footage in the library's vaults. | 
Plan depends completely on an| Victor Saville 

okay from distribs, who maintain} Arthur H, Schwartz 

a liaison with the Museum through} Cornelia Otis Skinner 

a three-man committee. Mayer and Spyros P. Skouras 

| Griffith approached Motion Pic- Earl 1. Sponable 

ture Assn. of America prexy Eric| Roy Stark 

| Johnston with the idea early last! Shepard Traube 

vear, but he roundly nixed even a Herbert Wilcox 

'discussion of it. Max E. Youngstein 


Morey Amsterdam 
Florence Chadwick 
Helmut Dantine 
Walt Disney 

Boris Karloff 
Dennis King 
Irene Manning 
Jack Mills 

Miichel Mok 

David Rose 











Europe to N. Y. 


Edgar Bergen 
Lloyd Bridges 
Nanci Crompton 
Bing Crosby 
June Lockhart 
Alicia Markova 
Maynard Morris 
Roger L. Stevens 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Johnny Burke 
Linda Christian 
Al Daff 

Marilyn Erskine 
Cy Feuer 

Dorothy Fields 
Herbert Fields 
Stanley Gilkey 
Dolores Gray 
Abner J. Greshler 
David A. Lipton 
Tony Martin 
Tyrone Power 
Milton R. Rackmil 
John Raitt 

Basil Rathbone 
Roy Roberts 

Mrs. Rey Rowland 
Mike Sloane 
Paula Stone 
Helen Tamiris 
Spencer Tracy 
Jimmy Van Heusen 


Snaper. In a note to all Allied 
ing deals on 3-D pictures, make 
sure the distributor shares equally 
Ff + ~} so ot oti } : 
mick is trying to be pulled, where-| !” that their business asec aN 
by they will only share in part of changed radically in recent years, 
vision and other factors, including 
restrictions in the movie producer 
‘COPYRIGHT CHIEF IN ture theatres have been compelled 
'to close all over the country and 
HOLLYWOOD HUDDLES | others are operating at a loss.” He 
situation.” 
Arthur Fisher, U. S. Register of | All tax legislation must originate 
visit, notified the film industry |‘? Wait until a tax bill reaches the 
| that it has an pede aa te ee Soe oe ween 
lthe Universal Copyright Conven- rider. 
| tion, recently submitted to the U.S. 
| last September, will provide copy- 
‘right protection abroad. 
While in town, Fisher conferred 
with Joseph S. Dubin, head of UI's 
ithe committee on copyright law re- 
| vision for the American Bar Asso- 


units, Snaper advised: “When mak- 
in the cost of glasses. A new gim- 
the cost of the glasses.” because of the competition of tele- 
industry. Hundreds of motion pic- 
etivwend. June 0. said the industry was in a “perilous 
| Copyrights, in town for a short in the House. Hence Gillette has 
to have his measure added as 2 
| Senate. Pact, signed in Geneva 
| Studio jegal staff and chairman of 
ciation, 





;. A. to N. , 
Robert Alton 
Ray Anthony 
J. S. Burkett 
Irving Caesar 
Jeff Chandler 
Wendell Corey 
Roy Disney 
Charles Einfeld 
Alice Faye 
James R. Grainger 
Phil Harris 
Judy Holliday 
Sam Israel 
Dick Krakeur 
Harvey Lembeck 
Al Lichtman 
Robert Merrill 
David Rose 
Ray Stark 
Bob Strauss 
Edward Sullivan 
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Stormy Union Contract Tiffs Seen 


Sign Pix Biz Tightens Pursestrings WV 


Industry's 


tightening of 
trings is being reflected in 
ber of hassles and prolonged 
ng with film labor unions, 
contracts come up for 

ym 
wing rift 
ularly 


in labor relations 
noticed in the east 
e homeoffice talks with local 
have resulted in numer- 
ke threats, stemming from 
wage hike requests. In 


es 


nixé ot 
addition 
in the part of lab technicians 
» hasn’t been a single recent 
negotiation that has had the sem- 
blance of smooth sailing. Hassles 
east may, to some extent, 
ite the tenor of the Coast 
when the basic agreement 

( es up for renewal this fall. 
Richard F. Walsh, prexy of the 
International Alliance of Theatri- 
cal Stage Employees, has a stack 


lhere 


of local union demands on his desk, | 
requesting that the parent union 
intervene in the talks or grant 
strike permission. Waiting word 
from Walsh on strike action are 
the New York white collar and 


backroom exchange employees, 
studio mechanics, film editors, and 
lab technicians, 

Walsh had to step in to end ex- 
tended negotiations between pro- 
jectionists and the N. Y. chains. 
Even when verbal agreement was 
reached on a_ pact after nine 
months of talks, a bitter hassle 
broke out regarding the method of 
determining welfare fund benefits. 

Continued on page 10) 


Pix Unions Seek 





Retirement Plan’ 


4 behind-the-scenes, but sub- 


Stantial, campaign is being formu- 
lated by film labor unions for em- 
ployee pensions. Move is being 
spearheaded by the craft unions, | 
but white collar outfits are also 


solidly supporting the action. 

Several eastern craft unions 
have already appointed commit- 
tees to draw up pension plans for 
presentation to the filmeries. Ad- 
mittedly, idea is still in the early 
formulative stages, with numerous 
problems regarding operation and 
selling up of a pension system to 
be worked out. 

International Alliance of Theat- 
rical Stage Employees prexy Rich- 
ard F. Walsh has been approached 
by several local unions, suggest- 
ing that IA launch the movement, 
with perhaps an overall agreement 
vetween the IA and the film com- 
panies regarding welfare or pen- 
sion funds 

Presently only two campanies— 
sew S and 20th-Fox—maintain 

Continued on page 14) 


KAYE AND KELLY IN 





its 


ne- } 


there was a wildcat walk- | 





Ozoners’ July 3 Midnite 
Take to Aid Their Assn. 


Dallas, June 30 
A questionnaire has been sent 
out to every known ozoner in the 
U.S. and foreign countries, to ob- 
tain membership in the Interna- 
| tional Drive-In Theatre Owners 

i Assn., and to gather statistics. 
| In the letter, charter member- 
| ship was offered to each ozoner 


owner who will give the proceeds, 
with the exception of the opera- 
tion expense, not to exceed 50° 
of the gross, of a special midnight 
|show to be held at each drive-in 
theatre on July 3 

Claude Ezell, head of the newly- 
organized group, expects through 
| the organization to develop an ex- 
tensive program in all of 
|drive in operation, 
planning, management and exploi- 
tation, but to do this requires a 
| sizeable budget. 


areas 


No Flat’ Versions 


Of CScope; Ask 


Insistence by 20th-Fox that, with 
exception of “The Robe,” it is not 
making duplicate “standard” ver- 
sions of its CinemaScope pix. has 
the rest of the industry puzzled and 
20th’s foreign department worried 

Situation has less of a bearing 
on the domestic market, where 20th 
| serves a maximum 13,000 accounts 
and, in the case of a good many 
| pix, gets about 90% of its revenue 
ae of approximately 4,000 houses. 

Belief is that the rate of Cinema 
| Scope installations, boosted by long 
|runs, should be sufficient to make 
conversion painless. By the time 
“The Robe” 
| all of the important 160 key first 
{runs should be equipped for Cin- 
| emaScope. - 
While it’s true that the foreign 
;}market lags behind 
release schedule by 





about = six 


shortage. 
discussed 


They are known to have 
taking . on Italo and 


| good films from those countries is 


limited. Outside entries, such as 
(Continued on page 14) 


Directed Verdict For 


Majors in Dallas Suit 
On ‘No Proof’ Finding 


Dallas. June 30. 








MG’S ‘HUCK’ REMAKE ,,*.2seS)"Suuze Wittam’ a 'At 


Hollywood, June 30. 


. 


r egy k Twain's “Huckleberry 
me _retitled “The Boys from 
isa os is Slated for an early 
Fre Start at Metro with Arthur 


pe ") d producing and Danny Kaye 
. Gene Kelly in top spots. 


sian, “8 Originally meant to 
lived w2.Years ago but was de- 
nove, because the two stars were 


available at the same time. 
USC Film Wins First 

8) ‘ 

SPG Campus Contest 
. .. Hollywood, June 30. 
of Southern California won 
reen Producers Guild’s first 
film award with “Let Me 
4 30-minute documentary 


a the education of blind 
i ©n. Guild prexy Carey Wil- 
anded out the award for the 


inm-made by any U. S. col- 





in 1 


cp) 2 


oe 


. ’Cond and third honors went to 
" Mens.” submitted by the 
; ‘ ne aaa and “Treasure in 
Lop, ase Can,” produced by 


afhs 


|well in favor of Theatre Enter- 
| prises, Inc., of Dallas, and major 
| distributors, defendants in a $315. 
|000 antitrust suit brought by R. R. 
| Rushings of the Ward Theatre, 
|Monahans. The request was made 
| following the close of a jury trial. 
The defense answered Rushings’ 
|charges that the defendants had 
| conspired to prevent him from 
| playing first-run pix by presenting 
evidence to show that the Ward 
Theatre had engaged in free and 
|open bidding on all releases with- 
out interference. The plaintiff of- 
| fered no proof to substantiate his 
|charge, according to Judge Atwell, 
in making the decision. 


DOS’ Summer Sked 


Hollywood, June 30. 
| D. O. Selznick arrived over the 
| weekend to be here for the sum- 
| mer, working on reissues of his pix. 
He said he also would be prepping 
/a legit version of “Gone With the 
Wind,” tagged “Scarlett O'Hara.” 
He was undecided on whether he 

t} would resume production here. 





Wha’ Hoppen? | 


the domestic | 


months, the problem becomes more | 
pressing there and 20tli execs ad- | 
mit they may be facing a product | 


construction, | 


Already skedded are color Cin- 
emaScope shorts of the American 
AAU women's swim meet in Flot 
ida and of the annual Calgary 
Stampede, complete with Indian 
pageants and chuckwagon races 
Reels will be produced by Movie- 
tone’s Edmund Reek. Early Cin 
emaScope releases also may be ac 
| companied by CinemaScope shots 
of the June Coronation festivities | 
in London 


| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


; 
| 


opens in late August, | 


| effort 


French pix, but the availability of | 


TO UP RENTAL 
tT 


' 
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Moving cautiousls distrvibs are 
beginning to match shorts and 
newsreels to their features in the 


new 3-D and widescreen media 

Reasoning is that 
necess to deliver 
a complementary packas 
that the new treatment of the reel 


not onls 
ity the exhibs 


but also 


to 


ers will bring them a long-de 
served rental hike Companies 
have complained long and bitterls 
that exhibs are refusing to match 
shorts and newsreel rentals to the 
rising cost of production 


While various distribs are enter 


ing the 3-D shorts field, 20th-Fox 
has blueprinted a program. of 
CinemaScope subjects and l 
thinking also of turning out a se 
ries of feature newsreels to be 


lensed in the widescreen proce 


are geared to the companies’ own 
uncertainty about the future, with 
shorts sales chiefs admitting they 
are going too slow to Keep in step 
with the market Universal, for 
instance, has currently in release 
one 3-D reeler starring Nat (King) 
Cole with Russ Morgan's orch 
Shooting is to start soon on the 
(Continued on page 14) 


Corkery to Rio 
On Coin Snag 


Snag ir Brazilian 
sent Robert J. 
sistant 
America v.p 


remittances 
Corkery, exec 
to Motion Picture Assn 
Ralph Hetzel, to Rio 
de Janeiro last week (27) in an 
to pry loose at least some 
of the coin promised to the U. S 
distribs. 

Under the original agreement, 
the American companies were to 
collect in excess of $10,000,000, as 
Brazil paid off a part of its out- 
standing debts to U. S. exporters 
as a result of the recent $300,- 
000,000 Import-Export Bank loan. 


as- 
of 


By yesterday (Tues.), the Brazil- | 


_ians had paid off $120,000,000, but 


' 
j 
| 
| 
| 
} 
j 
| 


| 
| 


the distribs hadn't seen a penny 
of the coin. Theoretically, and 
were the Brazilian government 
paying off its debt in chronological 
order, there would have been film 
company money in the first two 
$60,900,000 payments. Corkery is 
in Rio to establish why the Bank 
of Brazil reneged on the payoff 
Actually owing the distribs up to 
Feb. 21, '53, is about $15,000.000 
but since the Brazilians’ debt is 
larger than the loan, only part of 
that coin could be expected. 

Bank of Brazil earlier had offici- 
ally confirmed that both the com- 
panies’ regular dollar quota and 
the so-called coverages up to Feb. 


21 would be remitted at the offi- 
cial rate of exchange, and that 
70% of the U. S. film New York 


share since that date also could 
come ott at that favorable rate. 


Times Film Gets U.S. 
Rights to Graetz Pix 
Times Film Corp. has acquired 
the American distribution rights 
to all of the past pix produced by 





| Paul Graetz in Europe, according 


| 


to Jean Goldwurm, Times Film 


| prexy, who returned recently from 


abroad. 

Goldwurm also optioned a num- 
ber of films now lensing and in- 
tends to return to Europe in the 
late summer to view the finished 
product. Arrangement with Graetz 
includes “Devil in the Flesh” in 
both the French and American 


, versions. 


Production plans for 3-D shorts 


SHORTS, REELS HIT 3-D STRID 





Indie Producers’ Export Group As 


Par Theatres Sues F&M 
For 1406 on Lease Breach 


Angeles, Ji 
Suit charging breach of lease and 
demanding $140,720 was filed in 


Los 


Superior Court by Paramount Pic 
tures Theatres Corp. against Part 
mar Corp., a subsidiary of Fanchon 
& Marco, Inc 

Plaintiff charges that Partmat 
operating the Downtown Para 
mount Theatre, caused damages 
amounting to $85,000 to the film 
house and is behind in its weekl 
rental and a split of the profit 
called for by the lease 


No Change in U. S. 


Pix to Germany 
Seen—Johnston 


Berlin, June 30 
American film exports to Get 
many are to be maintained at the 
current level for the year 1953-54 
This news was imparted to com 
pany managers by Eric Johnston 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
prexy, at a confidential session 
held here in connection with the 
Berlin Film Festival last Friday 
(26), at which Johnston reviewed 
the general economic siluation 
Existing S.-German film pact 
imposes no restrictions on Holly 
wood imports, but a “gentleman's 
agreement” accepted by both sides 


sets a ceiling of 150-200 pix an 
nually. Officially, film earnings are 
blocked, but frozen marks can be} 


converted to dollars by accepting 
a 40°) discount 

These terms are far more at 
tractive than those granted to the 
British industry, which is allowed 
a maximum of 30 films visas an 
nually. Sir Henry L. French 
British Film Producers Assn.'s di 
rector-general, who came over pri 
marily for meetings of the Inter 
national Film Producers Assn... has 
been having Informal contabs on 


the prospects of negotiating an itm 
proved pact. 

For Britain as well as Holly 
wood, Germany is one of the most 


lucrative overseas markets and 
British producers with their lim- 
ited domestic market need a 
strong export trade to keep out 
of the red. Present limitation on 
imports to Germany means that 


barely one out of every two British 
pix has a chance of being screened 
in Germany, 


Skouras Readying Deal 
With Rank Org. on ‘Robe’; 
Mixed Press on C’Scope 


30 
set to 
tank 
pre- 


June 
was 


London 
Skouros 
with J. Arthur 
for the London 
sentation of “The Robe” at the 
Odeon, Leicester Square, in Octo 
ber, and to finalize arrangements 
for Rank’s equipment subsidiaries 
to swing into immediate Cinema- 
Scope production. Twentieth top 
per said he was staying in London 


Spyros P. 
a deal 
today (Tues.) 


( lose 


' just long enough to iron out prob 


lems and wrap up outstanding de 
tails with manufacturers and 
exhibs 
Yesterday's (Mon.) initial demon- 
stration for the press collared wide 
(Continued on page 14) 





Chi Trust Case ™ Fall 


Chicago, June 30. 

Melbro antitrust case, wherein 
the Rockne Theatre is seeking to 
extend zoning of its competition 
for bidding purposes, has been set 
for hearing on Oct. 21. 

Judge John Barnes, Chi Federal 
District Court, heard preliminary 
jarguments a week ago. 


BIW Foreign Biz Hypo Vis-a-Vis MPAA 


Establishment of an export as 
Society of Inde- 
Picture Pro- 
N. Y. this week 
SIMPP’s com 
position vis-a-vis the Mo- 
tion Picture Assn. of America in 
the ftoreign 
New association 
powered to 
deals and 
permits for 
edly benefit 
awe members 
MPAA eithet 
Artists lf 
rive 


by the 
Motion 
seen in 


is Strengthening 


sociation 
pendent 
ducers was 


petitive 


market 
which is 
foreign 
to get 
indies, should 
those producers wha 
of both SIMPP and 
via RKO or United 
nothing else, it will 
them a of a tat 
allocation it's 


em- 
trade 
import 
report 


make 


will trys 


surance 
break in licen 
said 

There has 
laboration 
MPAA in the 
eign deals, even 
have 
at loggerhead 
SIMPP prexs 
charged that 
ing on its own 
indie interests 

SIMPP export 
automatically gives 
new Stature in 
governments 


col 
and 
for 
the twa 
OCCASION, been 
over procedure 
Ellis G. Arnall has 
MPAA was proceed 
without regard for 


fairly close 
SIMPP 
of 


been 
between 
negotiation 
though 


Zroups on 


formation 
new org 

foreign 
ex 


group 
the 
eyes of 
It's generally 
pected that SIMPP will put in @ 
much stronger bid for its share 
of the foreign market, and that it 


will be much more insistent on 
contesting MPAA) permit alloca- 
tions in territories where the gov 
ernment decides to cut back on 
imports. 

The SIMPP foreign exec re 
mains to be named Early this 
year, when the export association 


(Continued on page 14) 


Indef’ Norway 
Deal Signed 


deal 
14 month 
has been 
Motion Picture 
prexy Erie 
Berlin Mon- 


Nor Way 
for a 
July I, 


“Indefinite” film 
running initially 
period starting 
signed in Oslo 
Assn. of America 
Johnston cabled from 
day (29) 

Agreement, which 
film rentals 10°, 
40°), and makes 
annual five “specials” 
higher terms can be 
was worked out in the Norwegian 
capital by Paramount's George 
Weltner and the MPAA’s Gwriffith 
Johnson, Deal accedes to the Nor- 
wegians’ demand that all American 
pix released in Sweden must also 
be offered in Norway, but reserves 


raises hasie 
from 30°) to 
allowance for an 
on which 
negotiated, 


indies releasing through MPAA 
members the right to approve ex 
hibition contract 

Inability on the part of the 


MPAA to guarantee indie reieases 


had blocked earlier agreement 
Meanwhile, it's reported the dis 
tribs have straightened out their 
own differences over whose pix 
should be included in the favored 
quintet on which admissions can 
be raised from 100° to 150° 


Dispute arose when Metro agreed 
to throw in “Gone with the Wind” 
but insisted also on inclusion of 
Quo Vacis 


REAGAN URGES CURB ON 
PERSONNEL SHIFT T0 TY 


Hollywood, June 30 

Ronald Reagan issued a warning 
to the film industry that it is mak- 
ing a serious blunder in permitting 
its technicians and creative talent 
to leave the picture studios and 
go into television. He recommend- 
ed a parley of industry leaders to 
consider the dangers of the situ- 
ation 

“The people running the picture 
business,” he said, “are being real 
foolish in letting these experi- 
enced movie workers go to TV 
They are also making a big mis- 
take in the abandonment of the 
contract system. That is what built 


jthe movie industry.” 
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Roman Holiday 





Sock romantic comedy-drama 
laid in modern-day Rome with 
Gregory Peck, newcomer Au- 
drey Hepburn. B. 0. possibili- 
ties excellent. 





Hollywood, June 30. 
Paramount release of William Wyler 
production. Directed by Wyler Stars 
Gregory Peck, Audrey Hepburn; features 


Eddie Alber Hartley Power, Harcourt 
Williams, Margaret Rawlings. Screenplay, 
lan McLellan Hunter. John Dighton, from 
story by Hunter; camera, Frank F. Plan 
er, Henry Alekan; editor, Robert Swint 
score, George rik Previewed June 23, 
53. Running time, 118 MINS. 
Joe Brad! Gregory Peck 
Princes ‘ Audrey Hepbur 
Irving R h Eddie \ibert 
Mr. He f Hartley Powe! 
Ambassad Harcourt William 
Counte Vercberg Margaret Rawling 
Gene i 10 Tullio Carmin 
rio DD i Paolo Cari 
( " Claudio Er 
( mw oe Paola Borbon: 
Tar » D ‘ ooeee- Alberio Rizzo 
Henne s eft \ ee Laura Solas 
Shove S I . Gorella Gor 
Paramount has a winner in this 
William Wyicr romantic comedy- 
drama It is. the Graustarkian 
fable in modern dress, plus the 
Cinderella theme in reverse, that 


three-d' mensional entertain- 
ment in the dramatizing, the direc- 
tion and the delivery by the cast 
without the need of polaroid view- 


olfers 


e! The grossing possibilities in 
most any playdate appear good 
with the top key b.o. outlook espe- 
cially bright Word-of-mouth 


should be a strong factor and Gre- 
gory Peck’s name carries value fe: 
the marquecs. 

Wyler used the ancient build- 
ings and streets of Rome as a 
colorful and beautiful backdrop 
for his production and direction 
and the Eternal City is an unusu- 
ally effective, without being ob- 
strusive, part of the entertainment 
values. This is Wyler’s first ven- 
ture into comedy in many years 
and the switch from the heavy 
dramas he has been associated 
with since 1935 is all to the good. 
He times the chuckles 
never-flagging pace, puts heart 
into the laughs, endows the foot- 
age with some boff bits of busi- 
ness and points up some tender, 
poignant scenes in using the smart 
script and the cast to the utmost 
advantage. Any number of se- 
quences are standout, either for 


attacking the risibilities or tugging | 
audience can | 


at the heart, so an 
get with the story early and stay 
with it throughout the nearly two 
hours of running time. 

The aged face of the Eternal! 
City provides a contrast to the pic- 
ture'’s introduction of a new face, 
Audrey Hepburn, British ingenue 
who already hes made an impres 
sion with legit-goers in “Gigi.” 
The young lady has talent, plus a 
personality that wears well on 
film. She has a delightful affecta- 
tion in voice and delivery that is 
controlled just enough to have 
charm and serve as a trademark, 
as well as the looks and poise to 
make her role of a princess of a 
not-too-mythical country come 
over strongly. Many viewers may 
read some similarity into the film 
character with that of England's 
Princess Margaret Rose. 

Giving a staunch assist to Miss 
Hepburn's U.S. film bow is the 
ylacing of her opposite Gregory 

eck who, in the role of American 
newspaperman, figures 
ly in making the picture zip along 
engrossingly. Eddie Albert, head- 
ing the featured cast, is the only 
other player well known to domes- 
tic audiences and he makes a ma- 
jor comedy contribution as a 
photog who secretly lenses the 
princess during the 24 hours she 
steals away from dull court rou- 
tine. The Italian performers fill- 
ing the smaller parts score in add- 
ing colorful types. Among these 
are Paolo Carlini, as a barber, and 
Alberto Rizzo, taxidriver. Hartley 
Power. news bureau head; Har- 
court Williams, the mythical coun- 
try’s ambassador in Rome; Mar- 
garet Rawlings, the princess’ chap- 
erone, and Tullio Carminati, once 
a name in U.S. pix, now seen as 
the princess’ military aide, are all 
excellent. 

The fine script, expertly fash- 
joned by lan McLellan Hunter and 
John Dighton from a_ story by 


* 


Hunter, deals with a princess whe | 


rebels against the goodwill tour 
she is making of Europe after ar- 
riving in Rome. 

The adventures she encounters 
with Peck during the day and eve- 
ning are natural and amusing, 
building continual chuckles with 
laugh highlights. Such simple 
things as getting a haircut, taking 
a wild motorscooter ride, being ar- 
rested and, as an adventure climax. 
fighting off and escaping from the 
secret police of the princess’ coun- 
try when she is finally found hav- 
ing herself a ball on a Tiber River 
dance barge, are made very enter- 
taining. After this day of fun is 
over the princess and the reporter 
are in love, but each knows noth- 
ing can come of the Roman holi- 
day. 


with a) 


important- | 


She goes back to being aj brunet who likes me 


| princess and he tosses away his ex- 
clusive—a story conclusion that is 
| logical and perfectly acceptable to 
| audiences. 
All the interiors, except those in 
‘the Palazzos Brancaccio and Col- 
| onna, were lensed in Rome’s Cine- 
'citta Studios, while exteriors put 
on film many landmarks of the 
city. Picture is available for wide- 
screen projection. Frank F. Planer 
and Henry Alekan did the outstand- 
ing photography. George Auric’s 
core is very good and the editing 
by Robert Swink expertly put to- 


gether the massive footage. Edith 
Heng costumed the princess taste- 
fully, Brog. 


Gentlemen Prefer 
Biondes 


Flashy screen tintuner based 

| on the legit hit with sock 
sales values in title and tceam- 
ing Jane Russell, Marilyn 
Monroe. 


Hollywood, June 26 

20th-Fox release of Sol C. Siegel pro 
duction. Stars Jane Russell, Marilyn Mon 
roe features Charles Coburn Elliott 
Reid, Tommy Noonan, George Winslow 
Marcel Dalio, Taylor Holmes Norma 
Varden, Howard Wendell, Steven Geray 
Directed by Howard Hawks. Screenplay 
Churles Lederer; based on musical com- 
edy by Joseph Fields and Anita Loos, 
with songs by Jule Styne and Leo Robin, 

presented on the stage by 
Levin and Oliver Smith; camera (Techni 
color), Harry J. Wild; editor, Hugh §& 
Prowler: 
new songs, Hoagy Carmichael and Harold 
Adamson; dances, Jack Cole. Previewed 
June 24, ‘53. Running time, 91 MINS. 
Dorothy 
Lovell conten 
Sir Francis Beekman..... 


Charles Coburn 


Serer a Elliott Reid 
Gus Esmond eeeees TOMMY Noonan 
Henry Spofford, IT1..... George Winslow 
Magistrate ......see08 TT Marcel Dalio 
Esmond, Gr. ..cccscccccecs Taylor Holmes 
Lady Beekman .....«.. Norma Varden 
oi Beer errr ee re Howard Wendell 
Hiotel Manager......+-++ Steven Geray 
CPNOE oc icceestencenes Henri Letondal 
ew!) eee Leo Mostovoy 
Pritchard rere rer Ty rr Alex Frazer 
Cab DriveP ..cccse George Davis 





Headwaiter -.++..+..Alphonse Martell 
Colored Boy Dancers, 
| Jimmie and Freddie Moultrie 
Gendarmes, 

Jean de Briac, George Dee, Peter 





| Paris 


Herman | 


music direction, Lionel Newman; | 


Jane Russell | 
. Marilyn Monroe 


| 


|into an 


| 


Camlin. 
ORMOND, . 605.05409.5 004 Harry Corey, Jr 
Ship's Captaim ..cccecs Jean Del Val} 
Peters pc eebeedeeees Ray Montgomery 
ANMersgon ,.ccccccccseess Alvy Moore 
OARS: vc0sannbeebene Robert Nichols | 
_ Brrr reer ree Charlies Tannen 
Steven@® ..cccocseces Jimmy Young 
PR 61 404ennsaeas Charles De Ravenne | 
COG «cnedetecesvess John Close 
BUNS... ceccccesccsvesss William Cabanne 
ON on tondanedesse Philip Sylvesire 
PRODTIOCOE 6060000080 208 Jack Chefe 


An attractive screen tintuner has 
been fashioned from the musical 
stage hit, “Gentlemen Prefer 
Biondes,” and it’s a flashy film 
show with enough s.a. and escap- 
ism to rate 
boxoffice. Surefire casting of Jane 
Russell and Marilyn Monroe to 
project the physical and dialog 
lines should test theatre cooling 
systems and give the ticket win- 
dows a good run for the money. 

The Joseph Fields-Anita Loos 
stage original has been modern- 
ized in the slick Sol C. Siegel pro- 
duction, but the general theme 
and principal characters are in- 
tact. Only three of the stage tuncs 
by Jule Styne and Leo Robin are 
,used, but two numbers’ were 
cleffed by Hoagy Carmichael and 
Hiarold Adamson. so _ that five 
|songs, plus reprises, are spottcd 
during the 91 minutes of footage. 
| <A strong play to the sophisti- 
cated dialog and_= situations is 


given by Howard Hawks’ direction | « 
and he maintains a racy air that | Justice, 


brings the musical off excellently 


at a pace that helps cloak the fact | Fabre, 


it's rather lightweight, but 
stulf However, not much 
‘is needed when patrons can look 
at Russell-Monroe lines as 
played in 
Technicolor, 


Sexy, 


its full share of the | 


| continuity 


| picture’s visual stimulation. 


| 


| 


|The Sword and the Rese 





more | 


dis- | 
slick costumes and Re 


Elizabeth Is Queen 

“Elizabeth Is Queen,” War- 
ner Bros. release, which 
opened in N. Y. this week day- 
dating the Little Carnegie and 
Bryant, was reviewed by Va- 
RIETY June 10. It follows 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) at 
the Guild, N. Y., the J. Arthur 
Rank production now in its 
fourth stanza there. 

In appraising “Elizabeth,” 
Myro stated that WarnerColor 
emerges as a serious rival to 
Technicolor with this. Despite 
bad weather conditions, the 
results are outstanding; slight- 
ly variable in quality, the hues 
are nevertheless richly con- 
trasted and the effect is vivid- 
ly striking.” 

The 50-minute film devotes 
some 35 minutes to Corona- 
tion Day, including extensive 
coverage of the religious cere- 
mony in Westminster Abbey. 
Critic also wrote that “com- 
mentary by John Pudney is 
sincerely spoken by Leo Genn, 
with music arranged and con- 
ducted by Sir Adrian Boult.” 





and fun when Tommy 
Noonan, the blonde’s lovesick mil- 
lionaire, is unable to make the 
trip 
who would like to bust up the son’s 
attachment, sends Elliott Reid a 


private eye, along to keep an eye | 


on the girls. When he’s not acting 
like a male for Miss 
benefit, Reid’s busy making notes 
02 a diamond-inspired shipboard 
romance between the blonde and 
Charles Coburn, an English gent 
with a mine full of the precious 
stones. Tape recordings and 
photogs, plus a 
tiara, are among the complications 
aimed at amusing while things are 
kept going until each girl gets 
what she most wants. Yarn could 
have used some schmaltz 
form of heart tugs to get deeper 
audience, but the script 
by Charles Lederer makes excel- 


lent use of zippy lines and the two | 


femmes sell them strongly. 

Coburn is in fine form as the 
diamond tycoon with an eye for 
dames. Reid and Noonan carry 
off the romantic male spots nicely. 
Little George Winslow's big voice 
in a little body provides a comedy 
contrast to Miss Monroe’s little 
girl voice in a big girl's body for 
his two scenes with her. Marcel 
Dalio, Holmes, Norma Varden, 
[loward Wendell and Steven Geray 
are among the others doing their 
share of the comedy work. 

Picture bears evidence of hav- 
ing been pruned considerably 
from its original length and the 
deep cuts have resulted in some 
choppiness. Harry J 
work adds to the 
Lionel] 
direction and 
among 
Brog. 


Wild’s camera 
Newman's musical 
the Traviila costumes are 
the other assets. 


(COLOR) 
Listless Richard Todd roman- 
tic adventure localed = and 
filmed in England. Disney 
trademark will attract some at- 
tention. 
Hollywood, June 30. 
RKO release of Walt Disney (Perce 
Pearce) presentation. Stars Richard Todd. 
rlynis Johns; features James Robertson 


Michael Gough, 
Peter Copley, D. A. 
LF 


Jane Barrett, 
Clarke-Smith, Ernest 
av. Jean Mercure, Gerard Oury, Fernand 
Robert Le Beal, Gaston Richer. 
Directed by Ken Annakin. Screenplay, 
awrence Edward Watkin; from 
“When Knighthood Was in Fiower” by 
Charles Major; camera (Technicolor), 
Geoffrey Unsworth: editor, Gerald Thom 
music. Clifton Parker, played by the 
yal Philharmonic Orchestra. conducted 
by Muir Mathieson. Reviewed June 26, 


Together, the two femmes are | ‘53. Running time, 91 MINS. 


the picture’s outstanding assets 
for exploitation purposes and en- 
' tertainment. Miss Russell is 
| Standout and handles the lines and 


a| Duke of Buckingham 


| 


| songs with a comedy flair she has | 


| previously demonstrated. Miss 
| Monroe matches with a newly dis- 
| played ability to sex a song as well 
|as point up the eye values of a 
; scene by her presence. Made well 
; worth listening to by the star team 
are “Two Little Girls From Little 
Rock,”” a revised version of the 
stage original; “Bye, Bye, Baby” 
and “Diamonds Are a Girl’s Best 
| Friend,” plus the new songs, “Any- 
one Here for Love,” a production 
jnumber socked by Miss Russell, 
and “When Love Goes Wrong,” 
sold by both. 

| The big production number in 
ithe presentation is “Diamonds,” 
| flashily presented by Miss Monroe 
and a male line against a vivid 


red backdrop. Piece gets a reprise | French Champion 


by Miss Russell, who takes off the 
Monroe voice and blonde charms 
, during a Paris courtroom scene. 


| 


{ 
} 


| 
| 





Charles Brandon Richard Todd 
Princess Mary Tudor Glynis Johns 
King Henry VIII James Robertson Justice 
Michael Gough 

Jane Barrett 


Lady Margaret ‘ 
Peter Copley 


Sir Edwin Caskoden_ 





Queen Katherine Rosalie Crutchley 
Cardinal Wolsey .... D. A. Clarke-Smith 
Lord Chamberlain ... Ernest Jay 
ROwyer CHR on cccesccs John Vere 
CHADIAN . ...cscccesess Phillip Lennard 
Earl of Surrey......... Bryan Coleman 
Royal Falconer.......0.0.. Philip Glasier 
i OME, cas csgeaans Jean Mercure 
Dauphin of France re Gerard Oury 
Ambassador of France....Fernand Fabre 
Royal Physician ......... Robert Le Beal 
Grand Chancellor ....... Gaston Richer 
Princess Claude .......... Helen Goss 
French Diplomat ....... Patrick Cargill 
French Diplomat ....... Anthony Sharpe 
| Capt. Bradhurst ....... Caven Watson 
Father Pierre ..ccccces Richard Molinas 
Costermonger ......%... Hal Osmond 
Innkeeper ...cece: .. Norman Pierce 
Squire ....ccccses Douglas Bradley-Smith 
Guardsman Cocccccesessee Ewen Solon 
rere .. Rupert Evans 


Bargeman Paddy Ryan 


Wrestling Second ....Thomas Heathcoate 
SE MEE: ess nekeasines Arthur Brander 
Sailor Lc0b ave eee esende Russell Waters 
French Squire ....ccccces John Serrett 

wrrrrree Bob Simmons 





Walt Disney, with several suc- 
cesstul overseas productions be- 


Choreography by Jack Cole puts; hind him, this time has come up 
the emphasis on a wiggling type | with a listless romantic adventure | missile lying around loose in the 
of terps, a form of movement that is marked by an almost total 
which the Misses Russell and Mon-! absence of red-blooded swashbuc- 


roe sell with plenty of bounce. 
_Miss Monroe, a blonde who likes 
diamonds, and Miss Russell, 


a) previous 


kling. The Disney trademark, plus 
the entertainment reputation of his 
ventures into the live- 


Noonan’'s pop, Taylor Holmes, | 


Russell's | 


missing diamond | 


in the) 


novel, | 


some attention on initial cpenings, 
but the picture doesn’t have, the 
action stuff to sustain any kind of 
substantial business. 

The screenplay by Lawrence Ed- 
ward Watkin is based on_the 
Charles Major novel, “When 
Knighthood Is in Flower,” but he 
failed to plot enough action and 
chimercial adventuring into the 
| script to keep an audience's atten- 
ition going with the story. Ken 
| Annakin’s direction is sto¢gy and 





| pompous, so that the cast princi- | 


pals, while capable, are shuffled 
|}around as_ puppets, with little 
chance to become living people. | 
| There are a few moments of typl- 
cal Disney humor, mostly with 
| puricturing high court pomp, but 
this type of subject has to depend 


——— 


Pack Train 
(SONGS) 


Routine Gene Au 
programmer ‘cae’ siaadaeel 








; Hollywood, June 25 
Columbia release of Armand <- haefer 





| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


} 
| 


| 


more on action than wit to sustain | 


interest. The Technicolored cam- 
era work, at times, has great 
beauty, but at other times, the set- 
tings wear an artificial look, even 
though filmed in historical sites 
Tudor England under’ King 
Henry VIII, played by James Rob- 
'ertson Justice, is the period shown 
lin the story, and the pilot concern 
lis with a romance between the 
king’s sister, Princess Mary, played 
by Glynis Johns, and Charles Bran- 
don, commoner depicted by Rich- 
ard Todd. When he tries to flee an 
untenable situation and she fol- 
lows, he is arrested and doomed to 
the Tower of London. She prevents 
his execution by marrying the 
King of France (Jean Mercure), 
but plans to seek out her true love 
'as soon as the sickly Louis is dead. 
Villainry is introduced by the 
Duke of Buckingham, effetely por- 
trayed by Michael Gough, who as- 
pires to the lady’s hand himself and 
plots Todd’s death. Hero manages 
to escape death, prison; he is on 
| hand to rescue the princess when 
she returns to England. For expos- 
ing the Duke for what he was, Todd 
if gifted with a title in keeping 
with his marriage to a princess, 
| and they live happily ever after. 
| Perce Pearce produced, and the 
picture is available with title cards 
suitable for widescreen projection 
in theatres so equipped. Film will 
gain in bigness, but not in ex- 
citement, when shown in extended 
dimensions. Geoffrey Unworth did 
the Technicolor photography, while 
second ‘ unit direction is cred- 
ited to Alex Bryce and photography 
to Cyril J. Knowles. Clifton Parker 
|}composed the good score, played 
| by the Royal Philharmonic Orches- 
|tra under the baton of Muir Ma- 
| thieson. Brog. 


| 
| 
| 





The Charge at Feather 
River 
i3-D—COLOR) 


Topnotch 3-D western with 
Guy Madison, slated for strong 
b.o. in the depthie-action 
market. 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Warners release of David Weisbart pro- 
duction. Stars Guy Madison, Frank Love- 
joy; features Helen Westcott, Vera Miles, 
Dick Wesson, Onslow Stevens, Steve 
Brodie. Directed by Gordon Douglas. 
Screenplay, James R. Webb; camera (War- 
nerColor), Peverell Marley; editor, Fol- 
mar Blangsted; musics Max Steiner. Pre- 
viewed June 24, °53. Running time, 95 
MINS. 





ae Guy Madison 
a Sees Frank Lovejoy 
Ann McKeever ........-. Helen Westcott 
Jennie McKeever ...... Vera Miles 
Poeun EE EE Dick Wesson 
| Grover Johnson......... Onslow Stevens 
|; Ryan .. oonesedeee Steve Brodie 
{Johnny McKeever ....... Ron Hagerthy 
fat. COR. BRIG... ccccccce Fav Roope 
| Morgan ere eS Neville Brand 
Ee. veriadsustbeeeees Henry Kulky 


Poinsett ... Lane Chandler 
Chief Thunder Hawk... Fred Carson 
SAN 530664 eowheeee James Brown 


| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


production. Stars Gene Autry, Cham... 

(equine); features Smiley Burnette 0” 
Davis, Kenne Duncan, Sheila Ryan. 
London. Directed by George Archainha.. 
Story ane atoeumay. Norman S. Hail: 
camera, William Bradford; editor, Jame. 
Sweeney; songs, Jimmy Kennedy, ¢.,° 
Autry, Smiley Burnette. Previeweq | 
24, ’53. Running time, 56 MINS. — 
Gene Autry coecee Gene 





Smiley Burnette -...Smiley | y 
Jennifer Coleman ,...... Ga : 
. SI sk bee cancees Kenne - 
Caen: MONEE nc iséeeeane a : 
Bpeen COURTS. os ceccccsces Tor 
oe Har 
Judy eraerverTrT rrr fit. 
 ac45.2gaxaee een B. ¢ 

Gene Autry runs th: 


course of stock oater ani 
offering for the western 
mer market. The heroi 
tine, as is the presentatio: t 
will serve as a bill-fille: 
Saturday matinee trade, 


Autry and his horse, Champion 
are called upon to get some cyp. 
plies through to a group of sp. 
tlers. It takes some doing be«ause 
the heavies, Kenne Duncan and 
Sheila Ryan, would rather se]! the 


goods at inflated prices to miners 
heading for a gold strike, then fy}. 
fill their contract with the hero 
Despite opposition, Autry takes 
the supplies, with Duncan an 6 
henchmen in pursuit. After dodg- 
ing ambushes and other diriy 
tricks pulled by Duncan, the sup- 
plies arrive safely but too late to 
save a little girl who has died 
from lack of medicine. This en- 
rages Autry, so he goes back for 
Duncan, and after a hand-to-hand 
fight aboard a speeding train, 
brings the heavy to justice. 
Autry takes time to sing two 
songs, “God's Little Candles” and 
“Wagon Train,” while Smiley 
Burnette gets in “Homiay Grits 
Autry’s star duties are carried out 
satisfactorily in his customary 
style, but his kiddie fans will prob- 
ably prefer that he slim down to 
hero size, if this cater series con- 
tinues. Burnette is in for some 
chuckles as Autry’s rotund helper. 
Gail Davis is the good femme, as 
opposed to Miss Ryan’s_ baddie 





| 
| 


| supervision. 


| 


Wilhelm Veen bidesaed Riulph Brooke 

DD acneweucdseeavens Carl Andre 

ENE 066860000 064600066 Beon Corbett 

Cs sae <ee6b050 90 o0e- 6x Fred Kennedy 

OE ci ctdeeKse08C 000% Dubb Taylor 

NED 63 554000065 John Damler | 
| UUM. 6066666608004 00086 David Alpert 
PEND cacasecess Louis Tomei 


Warners has a b.0.-worthy suc- 
cessor to its click “House of Wax” 


titled “The Charge At Feather 
River.” As in “Wax,” studio makes 
full use of all the stereopic gim- 
micks to show off depth tricks 
and, since the 
public seems to like dodging mis- 





tional film market. It has a good, 
basic outdoor story, with plenty of 
familiar situations and action to 
carry it without depth, but the ad- 
dition of stereo in sight and sound, 
| Dius WarnerColor and widescreen, 
makes it a natural for solid book- 
ings. 

| Film constantly pelts the audi- 
ence with arrows. tomahawks, 
| flying fists, rocks, knifes, spears, 
;Sabers and just about any other 


} 


| western scenery. It even goes so 
| far as to almost spit in the patron’s 
jface in one scene. The latter's 
a real tingler, in which two troop- 
,ers, pinned down by 


n, sail for! action costume field, should attract | unable to reveal their position, spit 


in this 3-D western feature, aptly | 


| 


| 


gimmick-buying | the savages. 


have | intervals 


As a straight 
|3-D, the production could 
| stood on its own in the conven-| 





Indians andj contribution to the enjoym 





spot. 

George Archainbaud directed 
the Norman S. Hall seript under 
Armand Schaefer’s _ production 
William Bradford's 
lensing, printed in Sepia tones. is 
okay, showing up the outdoor 
scenery. Brog 





i|tobacco at a rattlesnake that has 


invaded their hiding spot. 

Guy Madison, now known to the 
small fry as video's “Wild Bill 
Hickok” after a previous not-too- 
successful film try, enacts the 
sterling hero who matches brawn 
and wits with the Indians, so that 
two white girls can be saved, un- 
willingiy, and the railroad can go 
through. He does the job we’, 
with an acting assist from Frank 
Lovejoy, a tough cavalry sergeant 
who goes along on the death-defy- 
ing mission to forget a wife he 
thinks has been unfaithful. 

Gordon Douglas’ direction of 
David Weisbart’s production bears 
'down on movement against the 
outdoor setting as he sends the 
James R. Webb story through its 
paces. Madison is a frontiersman 
called in by the cavalry to lead 
a detachment of volunteers from 
the fort's guardhouse to the rescue 
of Helen Westcott and Vera Miles, 
captives of the Indians for several 
years. Expedition is calculated to 
divert redskin attention from the 
railroad being built across their 
lands. 

With his motley crew, and aided 
by Lovejoy, Madison stages his 
rescue. Miss Westcott is reluctant 
to again face the ladies of the fort, 
because she had suffered a fate 
worse than death at the hands of 
her captors. Miss Miles is in love 
with the Indian chief and has for- 
saken white ways. When the group 
reaches the fort they find it wiped 
out, and so must head for another 
Union post, all the time chased hy 
Pursuit ends wen 
the little band reaches Feather 





siles while enjoying plenty of ac-| River and takes a last stand against 
tion, “Feather River” appears for! the redmen. 
a big payoff at the ticket windows. | 


Footage is not all grim action, 


western without | tension being leavened at reguat 


with comedy  byp 4); 
mostly between Dick Wesson and 
Henry Kulky, two guardhouse 


refugees. Onslow Stevens, an ©!‘ 
ist; Steve Brodie, a sac e 
lothario; Neville Brand, (one 


Chandler, Ron Hagerthy, brother 
of the two girls, and James Brow 
are among the cast members, 
pitching hard to keep the action 
tight. om 
Peverell Marley handled ‘ 
Natural Vision cameras in lensin 
the 3-D footage and captured '% 
action expertly. The WarnerCo © 
is good and WarnerPhonic sou 
okay, since it is not used jv‘ 
a noise adjunct. A vigorous ! 
score by Max Steiner is a ! 


ally 
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Lincoln- Mercury's Nix of Free Bally 
True Reason Why Toast’ Drops Pix? 


Film company execs expressed 4¢—— 
incredulous surprise last week! 
a stetement from Ed Sullivan, 
Toast o1 the 
n that divided audience reac- 
tion had forced him to cancel fu- 
ture pic “previews” on his 
sran 

Distribs said it 
understanding that the 
hailed Hollywood-TV 
had brovght excellent response, 
and that this had been frequently 


much- 


Town” TV_ show} 


Pro- | 
had been their 


cooperation | 


‘Metro Sete Saline re 
| 24 Oldies in London 


June 30 

Metro has closed its first distri- 
bution deal here with an outside 
distrib, giving Eros Films the reis- 
| sue rights to 24 oldies, for immedi- 
ate release. 


London 


confirmed by Sullivan staffers. | 


Distriy spokesmen also insisted it 
was their impression that the or- 
der to stop the previews had come 
down directly from the sponsor, 
Lincoln-Mercury, and was based 

the latter’s unwillingness to 


Among the films figuring in the 
deal are “Mr. Chips,” 
field"’ and “Rio Rita.”’ 


was on sharing terms, and is sub 
ject to indefinite continuance 


“Copper 
Transaction 


underwrite pix plugs repping hun- | 


dreds of thousands of dollars 
worth of free film advertising. 
Suilivan, in explaining his move 
to Variety last week, said 50° o 
his mail favored dropping pix | 
ips. This, he explained, was due 
peculiar psychology” of the 
which resents films 
on a “live” show. Sullivan added 
he himself was sorry the mail re- 
(Continued on me Pees 14) 


to the’ 
TV audience, 


SUBPOENA RKO ALUMNI 
IN STOCKHOLDER SUIT: 


Los Angeles, June 30. 


I. A. County Clerk issued sub- 


poenas calling for depositions by | prices of 


Dore Scnary, N. Peter Rathvon, 
Jerry Wald, Norman Krasna, Sid 
Rogell, Sam Bischoff, Jack Skir- 


Rule No Rental 
Conspiracy’ In 


In a ruling which distrib com 
| panies’ reps believe is sufficiently 


significant to discourage similar 
| suits of the kind, if upheld, an ac- 
tion against various film outfits on 
grounds of discrimination in the 
product was dismissed 
Federal Court 
amount of rental 


ij this week in N. Y. 
| Difference in 


| paid by two theatres does not con- 


ball and Frank Ross in the minor- | 


stitute discrimination, ruled Fed 


ity stockholder suit against RKO | eral Judge Sidney Sugarman. 


and Howard Hughes. All were once | 
connected with the studio as execs | cided for dismissal of an antitrust | 
Subpoenas were issued | 
the Las Vegas | 


or indies 
at the request of 
court where Eli B. and Marion V. 
Casteman and Louis Feuerman| 
have filed the suit charging RKO 
with “illegal, 
and negligent” activities. 

Henry Herzbrun, 


executives 


tions were necessary to show that | 
the RKO board of directors made 
“large expenditures of money that | 
were illegal, and monetary 
vances to producers with reckless | 
abandon,” 





>-Developements 


Equipment: Ballantyne Co., in 
Omaha, has entered field of 3-D 
equipment, manufacturing and dis- 
tributing interlocks for projectors 
called Bal-Leok models. Three types 
are available. One is for use with 
Simplex. RCA and Ballantyne 
Models 8 and 9 sound heads. An- 
other is for Ballantyne Model 6 





sound heads. Third is for Selsyn 

motor interlock. First oo | 

Went to Martin Theatres, Colu 

a Ga., and Y&W liancnaaant 
rp 


Indianapolis. 

Art: Otto Luther 
of Warner Bros.., 
oped a simplified method of creat- 
Ing 3-D art work. 


, ex-art director 


ulllizes two colors—red and green 
: ind red and green specs. It is 
ein 


ed ¢ art ONS. 


Other projected uses 
o' the medium involve advertising, 


ums, comic strips and pack- 


pren 


aging 
: Bally: While some trade quar- 
have been downbeating 3-D, 
t Pr Slaroid Corp., leading manu- 
facturer of the stereopic specs, is | 
‘nicking on a bally campaign to 
re +-D to the public. Heretofore, 
_, -olnpany has remained on the 
Se leaving the claims and 
‘v'oitation aspects to the filmery 
re'easing a 3-D picture. 
tics 't step in beaming its educa- | 
fit's ‘* Program to the public is out- | 
4 a, Ppointment of Cunningham 
: hans ad agency for promoting 
a 5h pecs. Leonard Spinrad con- 
met aS press rep for polaroid 
MiieRt Company plans a longterm | 
hit ai n pitching its story at ex: | 
ie Borst 2S, producers as well as, 


ral public, 


ad-/ eration were different, 


.| Therefore, he 


has just devel- | 


Luther's proc- | 
€ss, lor which a patent is pending, | 


studied by films for animat- | 


| 


Jurist, taking this position, de- 
suit brought against Paramount, 
RKO, Warners, 20th-Fox, Univer 
| sal, United 


the Mayfair Theatre, Hillside, N. J 


| Complaint was based on differen- | 
collusive | tial in prices paid for pix by the 

| Hillside and 
attorney for | 
the plaintiffs, declared the deposi- | 


Warner theatres in 
New Jersey. 


Judge Sugarman, in an oral rul 


| ing from the bench, said that, while 


pic rental prices charged the War- 
| ner houses and the piaintiff’s op- 


|no consistency in overall level of 
prices maintained by the distribs. 
concluded, there 
could be no conspiracy. 


On other counts, the jurist said 
‘there was insufficient evidence of 
/competition between the Hillside 
and Warner, 
dence of damages. 


Judge Sugarman threw out the 
case after 11 weeks of trial, upon 
argument for dismissal 
Louis Nizer, for 
generally, and by John Caskey. for 
| 20th-Fox. 








CinemaScope Process OK 
| For ‘Selected’ Indies 


Hollywood, June 30 
Misunderstanding about earlier 
statements concerning the use of 
20th-Fox’s CinemaScope lenses by 
| indie producers was declared by Al 
| Lichtman, distribution chief, who 
revealed that Errol Flynn will use 
the process on his forthcoming 

indie film in Europe. 
Lichtman explained 
process will be released to selected 
indies. He is currently discussing 


a deal with W. R. Frank for a 
CinemaScope deal on “Sitting 
Bull,” 





IFE to Be American Rep 
At Venice Film Festival 
Italian Films Export has been 

named as U. S. public relations rep 

for the Venice Film Festival, which 

opens Aug. 20, 

Decision was reached in Rome 
last week following conferences be- 
tween Dr. Antonio Petrucci, fes- 


tival director, and Jonas Rosen- 
' field, Jr., 


Artists and Loew’s by | 


there was | 


and there was no evi- | 


made by | 
the defendants | 


that the, 


IFE public relations top-, 
per, who returned to N. Y. over, 
|the weekend. 


NOW TSU 
fF 


| Over-a-martini 


eR 











dialog among 
highly placed theatre and film com 
pany executives—such as those to 
gether on last weekend's trek to 
the Will Rogers Hospital in Sara 
nac, N. Y., and later the guests of 
National Screen Service prez Her 
man Robbins at his Hotel Al-But 
Norm, Schroon Lake—appeared a 
likely sum-up of some matters 
troubling men on both sides of the 
exhibition-distribution fence. Other 
officials sounded out in N. Y. this 
week shared the same observations 

The b.o. behavior of some indi 
vidual pix, and how to handle oth 
ers, made tor part of the convers 
tion. But the two major ees - 
roncern among the distribs w 
these 

(1) The foreign market, no, 
representing over 40°, of 
can companies’ total income, has 
become increasingly hazardous 
Any kingsize cut in this income 
such as via new monetary or trad 
ing curbs in Italy, France, and so 
on will seriously impair the entire 
trade’s economic. structure Do 
mestic returns long since have 
ceased to be sufficient to pay for 
production; there simply must be 
the revenue from abroad or lensing 
budgets will have to be trimmed 
even more drastically than ever. 
Loss of any substantial part of the 
worldwide coin will result in a sit- 
uation far more resembling panic 
than anything developing from the 
post-World War IL b.o. decline or 
the latter-day conversion to new 


Ameri 


|production and exhibition tech 
niques, 

(2). On the domestic front, 
|}amount of private antitrust litiga 


(Continued on page 54) 


Full-Week Runs Mean 
Hypoed Biz for Mpls. 
Nabes; No More TV Blues 


Minneapolis, June 30 

Full-week runs are now the rule, 
instead of exception, with most 
| here who play pix 28, 35 and 42 
| days. Such a policy finds many of 
| these houses, particularly those in 
the 28-day slot in the best b. o 
Shape since TV's local advent 
nearly four years ago, local branch 
managers point out. 

Subsequent runs are finding it 
| much more profitable to play such 
|; pictures as “Hans Christien An- 
dersen,”’ “Salome,” ‘Moulin 
Rouge” and “Peter Pan" the full | 
week. This holds even at advanced 
admissions, instead of the former 
|two or more weekly 
“ordinary” films “that no longer 
mean a thing to the b. o.,” it’s 
pointed out. 

Independent neighborhood thea- 
tres, the Terrace and 
| for example, are playing only the 
“pick” of the releases, as soon as 
they’re available after their loop 
first-runs, and patronage is show- 
ing a steady improvement 

Both of the aforementioned 
theatres have had a succession ot 
advanced admission pictures dur- 
ing recent months, getting 85c. 
prices as compared to $1 downtown 
for the same films during 
first-runs. Grosses, 
those at the Terrace, 
highest ever attained. 

This is probably one of the rea- 
sons why there's a decreasing 
amount of singing of the TV blues 
nowadays, exchange heads declare 


Wilcox, Yates Select 
2d Joint Production 


British producer Herbert Wilcox 
disclosed that he and Republic 
prexy Herbert J. Yates had decided 
on a second picture under their 
joint production deal, but an- 
;nouncement had 
until they cleared the rights. 
first pic, “Laughing Anne,” will 
be released in mid-September. 


especially 
have bcen 





Wilcox returned to London Mon- | 


day (29) following confabs with | 
Yates and with Warner’ Bros. 
homeoffice execs. WB is releasing 
| Wilcox'’s “The Beggar's Opera.” 


changes of | 


Riverview, ! 


their | 


to be withheld | 
Pair’s | 





Exhib Angels of “Main St.’ Now Mull 


See Robbins Dance Head 


Of All Col Musicals 


Choreographer Jerome 
1 ft for the Coast last night (Tues.) 
for confabs with Harry 
Jerry Wald, to discuss deal to be 
come dance director of all Colum 
bia musicals 

He would start with such upcom 
ing pix as “Pleasure’s All 
“Pal Joey “Nice Place to Visit 
“Ssiter Eileen” and “Great 
Way 


* Skiatron Plans 
Fee-TV Hypo Via 
Sports Biggies 


Aware of exhib-nurtured pix biz 
opposition to subscription TV, Ski 
atron is considering laying off the 
film companies, as it mulls plans 
to move up application to the Fed 
eral Communications 
for a commercial 
Subscriber 


Commission 
license for its 
Vision system 

Theory of Skiatron execs is that 
it’s wiser to concentrate fully on 
exploiting the support already of 
fered to their system by variou 
groups in the world of sports 
| Leaders in baseball, boxing and 
collegiate football have indicated 
they see a big future in one or sey 
eral methods of toll-TV; their in 
fluence is expected to be felt when 
the FCC gets around to deciding 
whether subscription video to 
be okayed 

Skiatron originally had expected 
to go before the FCC with its li 
cense plea in October, but it now 
seems likely that its atlorneys will 
apply for a commercial permit for 

Y. operation before that time 

Reasoning in easing off the 
pressure on the film = distribs is 
'that it would be preferable to 
tackle the job of convincing the 
FCC without the kind of opposi 
tion that could be expected from 
the pic industry At the same 
time, it’s felt that, once pay-as-you- 
see TV is a going 
| film companies’ attitude will be 
come much more positive 

It's figured that the FCC 
eventually authorize 
|tems in different parts of the 
;country. At the same time, it’s 
pointed out that all such systems 
|could be made compatible by use 
of a carrier wave, to enable them 
to pick up one another's programs. 

Phonevision booklet, mailed out 
this week from Chicago, spoke of 
that system as “the only mutually 
beneficial wedding of Hollywood 
and television.” It said the FCC 
could be expected to act this fall 
or winter on Zenith’s year-old pe 
tition for a hearing and approval 
of its three techniques 


may 
various SyYS- 


Pix Cein From Indonesia 


Indonesian remittance of $1.- 
110,000, negotiated by the Motion 
Picture Assn of America’s, 
troubleshooter, Irving Maas, was 
received in N. Y. Monday (29) 
Coin reps 50° of the blocked 
funds accumulated in Indonesia by 
the U. S. distribs up to Dec. 1, 
1952, and 50° of 1953 first quar- 
ter earnings. 

While rest of the frozen coin is 
theoretically available for remit- 
tance over a period of years, pos- 
sibility still looms that part of it 


Robbins 


Cohn and 


Mine,” 


White 


MPAA Siphons $1,110,000, 


concern, the! 


| Cummings 


| the August 
| Schenck and 


Trailer” at 


| Edward Small’s ‘ 


may have to be loaned to the In-| 


donesian government Whether 
this is to be a forced loan or other- 
wise remains undetermined pend- 
| ing Maas’ return. 

Meanwhile MPAA execs dis- 
closed that their hopes are high 
| for a $250,000 remittance from) 
Pakistan, representing coin blocked | 
ithere since last December. 


ry : 6-Pix Deal, With Cowan As Producer 


-* Encouraged by the 


booking line- 
up for “Main Street to Broadway,” 
set for 250 day-and-date key city 
“openings on July 31, exhib backers 
of the film: being released by Metro 
are contemplating additional pro 
duction ventures 

Preliminary discussions 
to the continuation of Cinema 
Productions—company under 
whose auspices “Main St.” was 
filmed—have already been held. 
Exhibs may embark on a Six-pic- 
ture project, with Lester Cowan, 
who produced “Main St.,” continu- 
ing as producer 


leading 


Financing ef the film-making ac- 


tivities would. be similar to the 
present arrangement. Leading ex 
hibs would put up part of the coin, 
with the remainder coming from 
bank sources. Bankers Trust Co. 
of New York helped finance 
“Main Si which was brought in 
at $1,000,000 

Contemplating a product short- 
age as the major filmeries experi- 


ment with the new 
exhibs feel time 
for launching a 
gram. Aim, of course, is to help 
keep their theatres supplied with 
a steady flow of product 

“Main St is seen as the big 
test of exhib cooperation, Theatre 
men have, to some extent, proved 
they can combine to produce a 

(Continued on page 14) 


CHAPLIN STUDIO PRICE 
TAG CUT TO 7506 (CASH) 


June 30 


dimensions, 
is particularly ripe 
production pro- 


, Hollywood, 
Price tag on the Charles Chap- 
lin studio has been lowered to 
$750,000, but all in cash. Origin 
ally it was put on the block at an 
asking price of more than $1,000, 
000. One South-American investor 
wanted to buy on a tongterm pay- 
off basi but Chaplin nixed the 
deal 
At least two investors now are 
negotiating for the two-stage stu- 
dio. They are chiefly interested in 
using it a a rental lot tor invest- 
ment purposes 





| Briefs From the Lots 





Hollywood, June 30 

Dan Duryea will costar” with 
Audie Murphy in “The Brecken- 
ridge Story,” to be produced by 
John W. Rogers at U-I . Jack 
assizned to produce the 
film version of “The Tea House of 
Moon.” Aubrey 
Stuart Heisler to 
Honolulu to start work on the 
Schenck-Koch production, “Beach- 
head,” to be filmed entirely in the 
Islands Pandro Berman re- 
turned from England to supervise 
final shooting on “The Long, Long 
f Metro Marshall 
RK. Breedlove, Harold Schuster and 
George O’Brien setting up an indie 
company to produce “Everything's 
Made foi Lo. te Tom Gries 
will produce “People Like Us” fon 
Allan Dowling Productions 

Richard Denning shifts from TV 
to play a TV producer in “The 
Glass Webb” at U-I Gloria 
Grahame will costar with Gregory 
Peck in “Night People,’ formerly 
“The Cannibals.” to be produced 
by Nunnally Johnson for 20th-Fox 
in Germany Jonie Taps as- 
signed to produce “Clowns With 
Baggy Pants” in 3-D Technicolo 
for Columbia Michael Pate 
joined the Wayne-Fellows “Hond 
troupe on location in Mexico . 
John Ireland will costar with Jo 
anne Dru and — Cameron 
Came]! Cor; 
Barton MacLane and John Lytell 
signed for feature roles in “Slade” 
at Allied Artists . George Sid- 
ney plays a bit role as a stage di- 
rector in “Kiss Me Kate,” which 
he is directing at Metro 

Van Heflin will star in “Con 
mancheros,”’ which George Stevens 
will produce and direct independ- 
ently late this year. Mel Shav- 
elson and Jack Rose, recently un- 
der contract to Warners as writers 
(and later as _ writer-producers, 
working on an original for the next 
Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis comeds 
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[. A Okay; Beast’ Rousing $40,000, 


Do It Hep 256, 


‘Sangaree’ Mild 186, ‘Arena Same 


Los Angeles, June 30. 
Four new 3-D pix are current] 
this week but most of attention 1s 


going to conventional-dimensioned 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms.” It} 
j heading for smash $40,000 in} 
two theatres. “Let’s Do It Again,’ 
alco flat. is rated a nice $25,000 in 
1! ree “+ | ot 


sangaree”’ shapes medium $18,- 
000 in two houses plus an added} 
$30.000 from four ozoners. A mod- | 
erate $18,000 is seen for “Arena’ 
in two sites while “Robot Mon-| 
ster” is slim $12,000 also in two} 
locations 


Stavebill at L.A. Paramount is 
shoving “Marshall's Daughter’ to 
a good $30,000. Trio of three day- 
daters is getting a slow $17,000 
with “Hannah Lee” while “Shoot 


First” is fetching a light $12,000 in 
three house: Bright spots among 
holdovers are “Shane,” “Cinerama”’ 
and “Lili.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
752: 2.812: 60-$1.10)—"Beast From | 
20.000 Fathoms” (WB) and “Night 
Without Stars” (RKO) Smash 


$40,000. Last week, “Came From 
Outer Space” (U) (4th wk), $27,900 
Downtown, Wiltern, Beverly 


Hills (SW) (1,757; 2,344; 1,612; 70- 
$1,10)—‘‘Let’s Do It Again” (Col) | 
and “Spaceways” (Lip). Nice $25,- 
000. Last week, Downtown only, 
“Desert Song” (WB), $10,000 

United Artists, Hawaii (UATC-| 
G&S) (2,100; 1,106; 95-$1.50)— 
“Sangaree”’ (Par) Medium $18,- 
O00. Last week, with other nnits. 

Loew's State, Egyptian (UATC) 
(2.404; 1.538; 95-$1.50)—‘“‘Arena” 
(M-G) and “Johnny Giant Killer’ 
(Lip). Modest $18,000. Last week. 
“Seandal at Scourie’” (M-G) and 
“Slight Case Murder’ (M-G) (2d 
wk-5 days), $7,000 


Hollywood Paramount 
(2,213; 1,430; 


Orpheum, 
(Metropolitan-F&M) 


70-$1.10)—"Robot Monster’  (In- 
die) and “Run for Hills” (Indie). 
Slim $12,000. Orpheum, Hawaii, 


“Remains Be Seen” (M-Ge and 
“Hell Sold Out” (Indie) (Orpheum 
only), $8,000 

Los Angeles Paramount (AB-PT) 
(3.300: 95 -$1.50) — “Marshall's 
Daughter” (Indie) with Ken Mur- 
ray, Spade Cooley, Jimmy Wakely 
heading stageshow. Good $30,000. 
Last week, with Hollywood Par, 
“Fort Ti’ (Col) (4th wk). $23.600. 

Globe, Uptown, Loyola (FWC) 
(782: 1,715; 1,248: 70-$1.10)— 
“Shoot First’ (UA) and “Genghis 
Khan” (UA). Light $12,000. Globe, 
titz, “Take Me to Town” (U) and 
“Queen Crowned” (U), $8.500; Up- 
town, Loyola, Los Angeles, Iris, 
“Powder River’ (20th) and ‘Presi- 
dent’s Lady” (20th), $24,600. 

Les Angeles, Ritz, Iris (FWC) 
(2.097; 1,370; 814; 70-$1.10)—‘Han- 
nah Lee” (Indie) and “Loose in 
London” (AA). Slow $17,000. Last 
week, with other units. 

Chinese (FWC) (2,048: $1-$1.80) 
—‘'‘Shane” (Par) (4th wk). Great 
$25.000. Last week, $30,000. 

Four Star (UATC) (900; 70-$1.10) 
—‘‘Juggler’” (Col) (5th wk-5 days). 
Oke $3,000. Last week, with United 
Artists, $6,900 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 80-$1.50) 
—"Desert Rats’ (20th) (8th wk). 
Sad $1,000. Last week, $1,400. 

Hollywood (SW) (1,364; $1.20- 
$2.80)—"Cinerama” (Indie) (9th 
wk). Fancy $35,000. Last week, 
$36,600. 

Vogue 
Ei” 
$4,500. 


‘MAZE’ BRIGHT $9,000, 
PORT.; ‘FARMER’ DITTO 


Portland, Ore., June 30. 


‘(FWC) (885; 80-$1.20) — 
(MG) (15th wk), Fine 
Last week, $5,000. 





Town is bogged down with musi- | 


cal pictures this week. Big disap- 
Ointment is “Dangerous When | 
Vet,” show at United Artists de- 
spite tall promotion. “Farmer | 
: akes a Wife’ looms mild at Ori- 
ntal but good at Orpheum, * ‘Queen 
is Crowned” and “L ight of the Sil- 
very Moon” holds for big second 
inning at Broadway. Paramount is 
Zetting a 3-D rep. “The 
shaping nice currently. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.890: 65- 
90) — “Light of Silvery Moon” 
(WB) and “Queen is 
(U) (2d wk). Neat $8,000. Last week. 
$12,000, with lines waiting every 


day. 
Guild (Parker) (400: $i)—"Lili’ 
Fine $2, 300. Last | 


(M-G) (6th wk). 
week, $2,000. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1.875: 65-90) | 
~—'‘‘Remains to Be Seen” (M-G) and 
“Fast Company” (M-G). Oke $7,- 

(Continued on page 16) 


+ 


Maze” | 


Crowned” 


Shoot Lean 176, 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
| This Week $573,600 
(Based on 23 theatres) 
Last Year $441,500 


(Based on 19 theatres) 


Beast Big 





\¢ 


Washington, June 30. 

Heat wave is definitely not driv- 
ing the populace into the air-con- 
ditioned comfort of 
houses here Biz is generally not 
up to hopes Champ is “Beast | 
From 20.000 Fathoms” at Warner. 
‘Arena” plus vaude, first 3-D at- 
traction at Loew's Capitol, is pleas- 
ing at tilted scale if not quite up 
to hopes. “Scared Stiff,’ launched 
at Loew's Palace with much tub- 
thumping about the new “giant 
panoramic screen” and 
| phonic sound, is also a bit disap-| 
pointing for a Martin-Lewis pic. 
Holdovers are generally fairly 
steady. 

Estimates for This Week 
Capitol _ w’s) (3,434; 70-$1.10) 





— “Areni (M-G) plus vaude 
IL ively $22 000. Last week, ‘Pony 
Express” (Par) plus vaude, $17,000 | 


| at regular scale. 
Columbia ‘Loew’s) (1, 174; 55- 
85)—“‘Desert Rats” (20th) (2d oe 


Pleasing $6,000 after $8,500 last} 
week, 
Dupont (Lopert) (372; 55-$1)— 


—‘‘Man on Tightrope” (20th) (6th 

wk). Winds up with $3,500 for 

second consecutive week, and 
| about $23,000 in 6-week run. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,949; 55-85) — 

“Gunsmoke” (‘(U). So-so $7,000. 
_€ ontinued on page 16) 





‘Beast’ Huge $17,500, 
Balto; ‘Maze’ Big 16G 


Baltimore, June 30. 

Film grosses are still reflecting 
the exodus to the beaches here 
this week although school vaca- 
tions are helping in some situa- 
tions. “Beast From 20,000 
Fathoms” looms sock at the Stan- 
ley. The Hipp is also getting a 
share of increased kid attendance 
for “The Maze.’ Remainder of list 
seems to be marking time until 
better product arrives for July 4 


weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Century ‘Loew’'s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
70)—‘“‘Seandal At Scourie” (M-G). 
Moderate $7,500. Last week, 
“Dream Wife” (M-G), $8,200. 
Hippodrome (Rappaport (2,100; 
35-80)—"‘The Maze” (AA). Fast 
$16,000. . Last week, “Split Sec- 
ond” (RKO), $7,000 in 5 days. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,400; 50- 


$1.25)—“‘Shane” (Par) (5th wk). 
Okay $11,000 after $13,500 for 
fourth. 


“Tonight At 8:30” (Indie® Good 
$4.400. Last week, “Kind Hearts 
| and Coronets” (U) (reissue), $3,000. 








Little (Rappaport) (310; 25-90)—| 


midtown | 


| 


| 


| Buffalo. 


| 


‘Wife’ No Buff Dream, 
$9,000; ‘Sangaree’ 12G 
Buffalo, June 30. 


“Sangaree” shapes as best bet 
here this stanza with nice takings 
at Paramount. “Francis Covers Big 
Town” looks bright at Lafayette. 
“Dream Wife” is rated tame at the 


Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loew's) (3,000; 40-70) — 
‘Dream Wife” (M-G) and “Luxury | 





Girls” | (Indie) Tame $9,000. Last | 
week, “Arena” (M-G) and “Cry of 
| Hunte a” (M-G), same, 

Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Sangaree” (Par) Nice $12,000 
Last week, “Shane” (Par) (2d wk 
$12,800. 

Center (Par) (2,100; 40-70) — 
“South Sea Woman” (WB) (2d wk 
Okay $6,000. Last week, $7, 500 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; by game 


or near. 


“Francis Covers Big Town” 
“Column South” (U). Bright ‘39. oO 
Last week, “The Juggler 


| (Col) and “Jack McCall Desperado” | 


$12, O00; in D. C ee i with Stranger’ : 
Sword 


and 
| Slow 





| 


stereo- | 


(Col), $6,500. 
Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
(RKO) 
of Venus” (RKO 
$6. 500. Last 
(RKO) and “Night Without | 
(RKO), $7,000. | 


week, “Sea 
Devils” 


Stars” 





| 


Space Whopping | 
$29,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia, June 30. | 
Despite sweltering heat here, 
|3-D productions and gimmick pie: | 
tures are doing excellent trade. 


| Pacing the fie id is “Came From | 


| strong at the Stanton. Also in the 


From 





| usual summer rut this stanza, with 





| 


Hub Slows Down: ‘Ft. Ti Fair $21,500, 
Run’ Mildish 156, Francis Oke 116 





| Mayfair (Hicks) (980; 20-70) — 
|‘*Pony Express’ (Par). Starting | 
tomorrow (Wed.) = after “Van-)} 


quished” (UA) did mild $4,200. 
New (Mechanic) (1,800; 35-70)— 
| “Destination Gobi’ (20th). 
| $8.000. Last week, “Farmer Takes 
Wife” (20th), $7,700. 
| Playhouse ‘(Schwaber) 
| $1)—“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (3d 
wk). Still solid at $5,200 after 
$5.500 for second. 
Stanley (WB) (3.280; 
i“Beast From 20.000 Fathoms” 
(WB). Br isk $17.500 or near. Last | 
| week, “Desert Song’ (WB), $10,- 


800. 

Town (Rappaport) (1,800; 35-80). 
— ‘Came From Outer Space” (U). 
| Opening Thursday (2) 
'tered today and tomorow for in- | 
| Stallation of widescreen and stereo 
sound. Last week. “Sea Devils” 

\U), $6,400 for 5 days. 


Fair | 


(420; 50-| 


25-80) —! 


which is smash at 


| Outer Space,” 
“Maze” also is 


'the Randolph. 


3-D category, ‘Hannah Lee,’ 
| shapes nicely at the Fox. “Beast 
20,000 Fathoms” is fast at 
| the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (625; 85-$1.20)—} 
“Lili” (M-G) (7th wk). Oke $3,700. 
Last week, $4.500. 

Boyd (SW) (2.360; 50-99)—"‘Af- 
fair with Stranger’ (RKO). Mild 
$11,000. Last week, “Glass Wall” 
(Col), $10,000. 

Fox (20th) (2.250; 99-$1.25)— 
“Hannah Lee” (Indie). Nice $19,000. 

(Continued on page 16) 


ee 


Boston, June 30. 
Biz has settled down into the 
newcomers creating little excite- 
ment at downtown _ boxoffices. 
“Francis Covers Big Town” at 
Memorial is just okay, with “Ja- 
maica Run” at Paramount and 
Fenway only so-so. “Fort Ti’ is 
rated only fair at State and, Or- 


pheum. “Queen is Crowned” still 
is great in fourth week at the 
Exeter. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (B&Q) (1.500; 60-$1.20)— 
“Voleano” (UA) (2d wk). Off to 
good $4,500 following $8,000 for 


first. 

Boston (RKO) (3,000; 50-90)— 
“Kiss of Death” (20th) and “Road 
House” (20th) (reissues). Oldies 
shape slightly better than recent 
newcomers here with $8,000. Last 
week, “Take Me to Town” (U) and 
“Dark Streets of Cairo” (Indie) 
(reissue), $6.500. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,300; 60-$1)— 
“Queen is Crowned” (U) (4th wk). 
Sock $14,000 following $16,000 for 
third frame. 











Heat Wilts Cincy; ‘Arena’ Mild 126, 
Francis’ Fancy $7,000, ‘Wife’ 10¢ 





;re gistering 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,298,900 
(Based on 22 cities, and 200 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,780,600 
(Based on 22 cities, and 172 
theatres. ) 


Maze’ Rousing 











Cincinnati, June 30. 

Returns at downtown houses are 
ranging from mild to favorabje 
this session as the hot spe!) ,¢ 


Ne 


tinues. “Arena” looks like curren 
leader for a mild 3-D mark: ' 
big Albee. “Dream Wife,” a | e 
,; cutie, is rated okay while “Francie 
| Cover’s Big Town,” looms e of 
| Keith’s. “Jamaica Run 


fairish at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100: 7 
“Arena” (M-G). Mild $12.00: 
week, “Beast from 20,000 Fa: 
WB), $14,000 at regula: 


i scale. 


$9,500 in Pitt 


Pittsburgh, June 30. 

This week is like the 
rather sluggish, and few pix are 
The Warner 
| bit with “The Maze” 

D interest apparently is diminish 
ing. “Queen Is Crowned” also is 
i holding up well in third stanza at 
the Squirrel Hill. “Pickup on 
South Street” developed 
okay holdover at Fulton at last 
minute, but preem splash for 

“Glory Brigade” at Harris meant 
| little. Two biggest downtown 
|} houses, Penn and Stanley, are 
light with “Story of Three Loves” 
and “South Sea Woman,” respec- 
tively. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85) — 
“Pickup on South St.” (20th) (2d 
wk). Winding up at okay $4,500. 
First week a pleasant surprise at 
$10,000, necessitating holdover at 
last minute after “Francis Covers 
Big Town” (U) already had been 
pencilled in. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85) — 
“Glory Brigade’ (20th). Good 
campaign and simultaneous re- 
lease break . over territory not 
much help. Will be — to get 
mild $5,500. Last week, “Take Me 
to Town” (U) and “Column South” 
(U), $3,500 in 5 days. 


although 3- 


Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85) — 
“Story of Three Loves” (M-G). 
Not much excitement over this, 


light $9,000. Last week, “Arena” 
(M-G), at slightly advanced prices, 
$13,000. 

Squirrel Hill (WB) (900; 50-85)— 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (3d wk). 
They're still going for this Coro- 
nation pic and daily matinees 
(house ordinarily opens only at 
night except Saturdays and Sun- 
days) are helping, too. Good $2,000 
on top of $3,500 last week. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85) — 
“South Sea Woman” (WB). Doesn't 
look like more than soggy $8,500. 
Last week, “Beast From 20,000 
Fathoms” (WB), $15,000 in 8 days. 

Warner (WB (2,000; 50-85) — 
“The Maze” (AA). The 3-D’ers 
are slipping off although this one 
will lift house way above its re- 
cent average. It's first 3-D at regu- 
lar scale here. Fancy $9,500. Last 
week, “Scared Stiff’ (Par) (m.o.), 
$8,000 in 8 days. 


Indpls. Lagging Albeit 
‘Francis’ Neat $9,000; 
‘In Dark’ Modest 106 


Indianapolis, June 30. 
Biz is slow at most first-runs 
here this stanza. Rain last Sunday 





| 
weather, | 


is up a} 


| Last week, 
into an| 





Capitol (RKO) 
“Jamaica Run” (Par) and “Mon- 
soon” (UA). Fairish $6,500. Last 
week, “Pony Express” (Par), $6.09, 

Grand (RKO) (1.400; 75-s1)— 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB) (m.o.). Okay $7,000. Last 
week, “Fort Ti” (Col) (m.o.), $9.000. 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 55-85)— 
“Francis Covers Big Tow: 
Nice $7,000. Last week I 
tats” (20th), same, 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-85)~ 
“Dream Wife” (M-G). Oke $10.00 
“Girl Who Had Ever: 
(M-G) and “Fast Company, 
$9,000, 


(2,000: 55-5 


¢ 


thing” 
(M-G), 








Prov. in Doldrums But 
‘Sangaree’ Lush $10,000: 
‘Arena’ 1036, River’ 66 


Providence, June 
Summer doldrums are setting in 
with a vengeance as local stanis 
find it almost impossible to fight 
the lure of Rhode Island beaches 
Leading a lukewarm list is the 
State’s “Arena,” with light take 
“Sangaree”’, however, just rounded 
out a fine week at the Strand 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)—~ 
“Split Second” (RKO) and “Below 
the Sahara” (RKO). Mild $6,500. 
Last week, “Column South” (U) 
and “Lone Hand” (U), $5,500. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Powder River” (20th) and “The 
System” (WB). Slow $6,000. Last 
week, “Came From Outer Space” 
(U) (2d wk), $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 44-65) 
“Arena” ,(M-G) and “Slight Case of 
Larceny” (M-G). Light $10,500, 


Last week, “Girl Next Door” (20th) 
and “‘Cry of Hunted” (M-G), $8,500, 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200: 44- 65) 
—"Vanquished” (Par) and “Fort 
Vengeance” (AA), Opened Monday 
(29). Last week, “Sangaree” (Par), 
lively $10,000. 


‘SONG’ TORRID $8,000, 
K.C.; ‘NEXT DOOR’ 176 


Kansas City, June 30. 

Edge is off grosses from recent 
weeks, but they still are very ac- 
ceptable. “Girl Next Door” is 
stout in four Fox Midwest thea- 
tres. “Desert Song,” is also 
showing strength at the Missouri. 
“Man in the Dark” at Midland 
shapes fair. Stil going strong is 
“Queen Is Crowned” at the Vogue. 
Early season heat persists with 
temperatures in high 90's regu- 
larly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kimo (Dickinson) (504; 65-85) — 

“Lili” (M-G) (7th wk). Fat $2.300. 





Fenway (NET) (1.373: 50-90)— ng help. et. —. play- | Holds. Last week, $2.600. 
“Jamaica Run” (Par) and “Space |ing Loew’s at siightly tilted scale, ] rs) : 65-90) 
Ways” (Indie), Fair $4.500. Last |looks good enough to lead with a my Dark™ Col} and Ame 
week, “South Sea Woman” (WB)/modest figure. “Francis Covers | push Tommyhawk Gap” ‘Col 
and “Cow Country” (AA), $5,000. | Big Town” at Circle shapes neat. | Fair $9,000. Last week, “Arena” 
Memorial (RKO) (3.000; 50-90)— | "Pony Express” at Indiana looms | (M-G) and “Slight Case Larceny” 
“Francis Covers Big Town” (U) | mild. (M-G), $9,000. s 
Fry Glory at Sea” (Indie). Okay Estimates for This Week | Missouri (RKO) (2.650: 50-75) — 
11.000. Last week, “Came From | Circl ; } ” 
B tree Space” (U) (3d wk). $12,000, | ircle (Cockrill-Dolle) (2,800; 50-| “Desert Song’ (WB) and ‘Big 
Metropolitan NE T) (4.367. 50-90) 76)—‘Francis Covers Big Town” | Frame” (RKO), Sturdy $8.0v0 
—"Scared Stiff” (Par) and “Vane | (o2 and “Iron Mountain ‘oun, |e will hold. Last week. “Beast 
quished” (Par) (24. wk) Off to | “Bengt "7 90000 F, ene | ob ne a se wield Neo n 9 
: Ne eas rom _20, Fathoms” ow Countr ), $7,500 in s 
i following good $24.500 for }(WB) and “Cow Country” (AA), | days sllecsindiina 
Ae P | $12,000. ' . 19 enh 
Orpheum (Loew's) (3.000: 65- Paramount (Tri-States) 1.9 
$1.05) "Fort Ti” (Col) saa “teem, |. Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 50-76) — | 50-75) —"Jamaica Run” (Par). Nice 
lem Girls” (Col). Fair $13, 500. Last | Pony Express” (Par) and “Jamai- | $7,000. Last week, “Fort Ti’ ‘Co 
|week, “Arena” (M-G) and “Slight |C@ Run” Par). Sluggish | $8.000. | (2d wk), $9,000. 
| Case of Larceny” (M-G), $11.500. | bast week, “Scared Stiff’ (Par),| Tower, Uptown, Fairway, Gra- 
Paramount (NET) a 700: _30- 90) ($13, 000. | nada (Fox Midwest) (2 100; 2.04 3; 
Ways” (Indie). Fairich $10. 500. “Man in Dark” (Col) and * ‘Ambush | | Door” (20th) and ‘ ‘Born in Sadd te 
|Last week, “South Sea Woman” |at_ Tomahawk” (Col). Moderate | (Indie) added at Tower and CG! 


House shut- | 


(WB) and “Cow Country” (AA), | 
$10.500. "e 
State (Loew’s) (3,500: 65-$1.05)— 


“Fort Ti’ (Col) and “Problem 
Girls” (Col). Fair $8.000 Last week, 
“Arena” (M-G) and 


| Larceny” (M-G), $7,000. 


“Slight Case; “Angel Face” 
| Goddess” (Indie), 


| $10,000. Last week, “Arena” (M-G) 
and “Luxury Girls” (UA), ditto. 

Lyrie (C-D) (1,600; 50-76)—“Blue 
Gardenia” (WB) and “Trail Blaz- 
érs” (AA). Oke $6,000. Last week, 
(RKO) and “White 
$5,000. 











nada. Happy $17,000. Last we el, 


|“Pickup on South St.” (20th) and 
“Kansas Pacific” (AA), $21,000. 

Vogue (Golden) (550; 65-85) — 
“Queen Is 
Big $2,800, and holds again. 
week, $3,000, 


owned” (U) (3d L st 











‘ 
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School Vacations Help Chi; Beast’ _|‘@vets’-Promoter’ Lofty | Heat Fries B'way B.0.; ‘Beast’ Fat 1176, 


116, Seattle; ‘Crowd’ 96 


Terrific $30,000 ‘Blue Giant $40,000, pacing soa Seti’ tne! Melba’ Solid 366, ‘Hours’ Mild $4,500, 


Queen Is Crowned” paired with 
“The Promoter,” socko at Music 








Baie he 


enn 



































j | Hall. “Moulin Rouge” is _ finally 2 b] * 4 9 ° 
d ‘Wet’ ‘Sioux - amone winding its longrun with solid tak- ef ice r ust alr 
ings in 12th week at Blue Mouse. e 
- 3 b 
“Arena” is rated mild at Orpheum 
Chicago, June 30. + Bae bn Mac a ae Return of torrid weather over; third week. “Scared Stiff” (Par) 
puta . on Tightrope” shapes nice a i . ake ; Cag ees eer 
‘Biz h as t iken a slight bag * ing in Estimates Are Net | hveutia tx 10 ane last weeke nd and | T ‘, of many oper s Friday (3 ' - 
oerners of the Loop this ses- |} en we —s , new bills will cut into the Broad-| Normandie ‘(Normandie Thea- 
a , via the exit of kids from Film gross estimates as re- | Estimates for This Week wav first-run film total this stanza | cies ‘402: 05-91 aa ‘Hundeod 
: - and entrance of five new ported herewith from the vari- : aac Mouse ‘Hamrick) tke Fact that many theatres are not Hout Hunt ’ Greshler) (td wk). 
sil¢ Vic Damone onstage looks to}; ous key cities, are net; i. e, | $1)— lou ve Rouge (UA) on bringing in their July 4 pix until| Second stanza ended Monday (29) 
hoist preem of “Great Sioux Up-| without the 20% tax. Distrib- bg Solid $4,000. Last week.) midweek also reflects the current] continued smash at $7.200 after 
| rising’ to smash $55,000 at : the | utors share on net take, when + : Sverereen) (1.080: 65- mark-time period boxoffice wise. | $9 100 opening week 
igo. “Beast From 20,000 Fath-| playing percentage, hence the | go Roar of Crowd” (AA) and| oe = school vacations June 23] pores (RKO) (1.700: 50-$1.50)— 
| nd “Magnetic Monster’ | estimated figures — a S aeae “re a . u . plus first convention of the Ki : aie ~ ‘,é ‘ = ‘ 
oms a! mated ngures are net M- |“Son of Belle Starr’ (AA Big . Lone Hand” (U) with 8 acts of 
. terrifie $30,000 at United . > -: soc” cig  . wanis Club ever held in New York ‘ 
( lerr .. - Whe Wet’ come. + $9.000 Last week Sea Devils Fite bained trad a gpa Tie vaudeville. Current round ending 
; Artists Dangerous onal th fe The parenthetic admission | (RKO) and “Below Sahara” (RKO ~ a ae poe Bergin : ”* tomorrow (Thurs.) is headed for 
brings best ~‘' ™ $28,000 “while | prices, however, as iudicated, | $8,500 Sie aa maniine. cee 4 mild $14.000 or near. Last week, 
Oriental with fine B iageainiae “Gn include, the U. S. amusement | _ Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,366 strat cer sos staat Sustainee |“Take Me To Town” (U) and 
‘ on Is Blue” shapes terrific tax. | 65-90) Farmer Takes Wife” last Saturday Sunday. Rain late | vaude. $15.000 
$40,000 biggest in two —s en- |= - —__| (20th) and “Man on Tight Rope” Sunday night was little help Paramount (Par) (3.664: 80-$1.80) 
the Woods Started out grea — 1 (20th). Nice $12,000 in 10 days “Beast From 20.000 Fathoms, ' | “Reast From 20.000 Fathoms” 
ing day, and has built since. ; Last week, “Pleasure Island” (Par),, With Don Cornell, Frank Fontaine |(WB) with Don Cornell, Frank 
Among second-weekers, “Story a7e C 0 $4,300 Bobby Byrne band, Five De Marco | Fontaine. Five De Marco Sisters, 
of Three Loves’ looms lively at ' Liberty (Hamrick) (1.650: 65-90) | Sisters onstage, soared to a terrific | hobby Berne oa h onstage (2d wk). 
the Monroe while “Pony Express” —‘‘Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” | $117,000 in the first week at the | Initial week ended last night 
ynd “Tropic Zone” is okay at the é 4 i (WB) (3d wk) Oke $3,000 in 4) Paramount. Trade held up even in (Tue: ) hit terrifie $117,000 In 
oy eve Ca | days Last week, $6,700 blistering heat of Sunday (28) l ahead, “South Sea Woman" (WB) 
Queen is Crowned” is still ag | 9 | Music Hall (Hamrick) (2,263; 65 “Melba.” the other new entry. {s| with Vie Damone heading stage 
in third week at Lge - Pete | co “Queen Is renee (U) and) heading for a solid $36,000 in ini-!| pil) (@d wk). $47,000 
i h-round entries are holding | Cleveland, June 30 “Promoter” (U). Sock $11,000 or) tial week at the Capitol. “Count | ' 90-$1.4 - 
well Shane’ at State-Lake | Jut of four current aD pi» near. Last week, “Desert Song’’| the Hours” shapes only mild $4.-] « Paris (inal boa : _ “er 
. PY P ~ ‘ » vu - UUs Cures at om » Ay}; : “a . x ® canta 4 . a ! Sy ven Deadls ins lIndie) (#th 
ae ee Sangaree at the State and "The | R af od. Moonstruck Melody” | 500 at the Holiday and is being re-| Wy) Seventh frame ended Sunday 
gt Surf is still neat. Maze” at Palace, both shape fancy. |“? a6 Wh). Stave placed = by “Houdini” tomorrow | (98) held 1 ith $9,500 
Estimates for This Week | Showing was : big considering | Orpheum (Hamrick) 2 700; 84- | (Thurs.) 2 B) rey very — hs w naga 
us d . “4 | Vv as : | 95)- —‘Arena”’ (M-G) and “Slight - : = ; a eT ’ or sixth wi » 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 98-$1.25) blistering weather that sloughed | Case Larceny” (M-G) en 5 Dangerous When Wet with] Rivoli (UAT) (2,092; 95-$1.80)— 
Great Sioux Uprising” (U) with some first-runs ‘Arena’ shapes 1 one — Pe © iy aan stageshow, is heading for a nice|“])ream Wife’ (M-G). Opens to- 
. > >] " , Soe is ““ $199 ; car ( «| - F | yarn : . F aa “oO _” 
\ Damone onstage. ngs = inh alii Fn the Ohio | Fathoms” (WB), $9,700 at 90¢ top Hh An i . -_ ’ area at oe | day (Wed Last wee k Salome 
000. Last week, “Girl Next Door ea Woman” looms big at Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; |) (USI€ Ta Stays a Unine » (Col) (14th wk), dull $5,500 after 
(20th), $24,000. the Allen. 84-95 “Sangaree” (Par) and “Sto- Fingers of Dr l is only mild} $6,800 in previous week, but very 
Grand (RKO) (1 200: 55-98 )— | Estimates for This Week len Identity” \Undie) (2d wk). Okay $11,000 or near in second round | successful longrun. that appeared 
“Jack McCall, Desperado” (Col) | ,, Allen (S-W) (3,000; 55-85) — | $8,000. Last | week, $12,400. " jat the Criterion to have been overly-extended. 
and “Battles Chief Pontiac’ (Col). eis on Sea bg yo a Big —-- ee | “It Came From Outer Space” is| ~adio City Musie Hall (Rocke- 
ay $9.000. Last week, “Desert | °** or near. Last week. east | holding at great $30,000 in second | feljers) (5.945; 90-$2.40)—"Danger- 
| Rate’ 20th) “Cry of Hunted” | F rom 20,000 Fathoms” (WB), $16,- session at the State, and continues | ous When Wet” (M-G) and stage- 
d (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 1000 in 9 days. no | “Queen Is Crowned” still is sock®| chaw (2d) wk) Continues fancy 
M . Indie) q 000: 55-98) — P Hipp (T elemanagement) (3,700; | $25 000 for thir da frame at the | with %1 On O00 after big $138 000 
“Sy ae Three Loves" (M-G) (2d | 55-85) — “Glory ogg and | bandbox Guild. “O.K. Nero” is | first session. Stays on 
wk). Bright $10,000 Last week, | Powder River (20th). Fair $12,- écve * | displaying real stamina with a fast] Rexy (20th) (5,886: 50-$2.20) — 
oP. 6 — '|}500. Last week, “Snows Kiliman- | $12,000 for second round at the] «wite for’ (2 ‘O- 
$12,000 : ” ; ® Witch Doctor (20th) with tee 
alate ne sh : jaro (20th), $7,000 in 6 days on e 1Oux Globe | ae including Sid Stone, the 
' Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 98)— | initial pop-price run. ’ “Hundred Hour unt" looks| pruises onstage. Opens today 
Dangerous When Wet (M-G). Re- | Lower Mall (Community) (585; : , smash $7.200 for second week at | (Wed Last week. “Pickup on 
freshing $28,000. Last week, ““Scan- | 55-85)—"Man in Dark’ (Col). Poor C Sad St. Louis, June 30. the Normandie, despite the heat.| south St.” (20th) with iceshow (2d 
dal at Scourie’ (M-G) (2d wk), | $1,800 in 5 days on first_return| re og of the hot spell 1s) “pickup on South Street.” with| wk), dipped to mild $60,000 after 
$10,000 date at regular scale. @ast_wece, | Tesmung in another good week at | jceshow onstage, is down to mild| $75 000 in first. week 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 55-98)—| “Secret Flight” (Indie) and “Se- | mains em houses here, with Des- | $60,000 at the Roxy for second | : » (Loew's) (3.45 a 
' I 4,45( 85-$1.80) 
: ; , ‘ ; ” ‘ ert Song” outstanding draw. ‘Fran- | “OWh i ’ | State oew $450; 85-$1 
“Pony Express” (Par) and “Tropic|cret People” (Indie), $2,000 “de anding draw. an-| week. White Witch Doctor'| "Came From Outer Space” (U) 
Zone" (Par) (24 wk). Lively $10,-| Ohio (Loew's) (1,200; 55-85) —| CIS Covers Big Town” also looms! opens today (Wed) \(3d wk). Initial holdover round 
000. Last week, $19,000. |“Arena” (M-G) (m.o.). Ordinary | ae on — i — The Mayfair is bringing in|ended last night (Tues) held at 
1 en ac 12a ONT ee + mt? | & ra om rne q *k a . , oa : ae cael a : 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 98- $5,000. Last week, Trader Horn fae tect w no hy ine ae 1 SIC ‘Se ared Stiff next Friday after| cock $30,000 after $41,000 opening 
195 Ghana’? 6 ie) | (M-G) Sequoia” (M-G) (reis- | 7“. La - ‘ our sturdy weeks with lan on} cf 
$1.2 lane Par) (4th wk). | Mt and seg F mA oul ‘Great Siow U srioine pst i a " te , me mnza 
Potent $24,000. Last week, $27,000, | Sues) (2d wk), $4,500 n ¢ | fair at the St. Louis. rightrope Final (4th) week) = Sutton (R & B) (561; 90-$1.50)— 
Surf (H&E Balaban) (685: 98) Palace (RKO) (3,300; 75-$1) ‘le Fas ds OUIS dipped to fair $8,000 “Dream | “paris Express” (Indie) (4th wk) 
. Time G one By” FE) (4th wk.|, Lhe Maze” (AA). Fancy $13,000. | Estimates for This Week Wife” moves into the Rivoli today! present round ending tomorrow 
Trim $3, 500. Last week $4,000 | Last week, “Desert Rats” (20th),| Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60-| (Wed.) after 14 weeks with “Sa-| Thurs) is heading for $6200 after 
le esdiotestioty | $8,000. : | 75)—"Desert Song” (WB) and} lome | $7,500 for third week. “Moon Is 
(fF - - ; ke : (Telemanagement) | State (L OeW S) (3,450; 75-$1) —| “Take Me to Town" (U) Sock The Astor starts ifs regular run| Blue” (U) set to open July 9 
000 Rs —‘Queen is Crowned’ | *s Sangaree” (Par). Nice $12,000. | $16,000 Last week, “Happens | of “Stalag 17” today (Wed) after | Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-IL) (452: 
og AF 3d wk), Continues at superb | Last week, “Arena” (M-G), ditto | Every Thursday” (U) and “Queen | 4 benefit preem last night (Tues.). | 90-¢1 50)——"Bellissima” (FE) (7th 
$12,000 Last week, $13,000. | ‘Stillman (Loew's) (2,700; 55-85)— | Is Crowned” (U), $12,000. Estimates for This Week wk). Seventh week ending next 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- | ‘Scared Stiff (Par) (m.0.) (3d wk). ; Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)— | Astor (City Inv.) (1.300; 80-$1.50) | Friday (3), looks like modest $2.- 
; 08 — Beast From 20,000 Fathoms" | Solid $7,000, following $9,000 last ‘Francis Covers Big Town" (U)| —“Stalag 17” (Par). Opens regular | 800 after $3,300 for sixth round. 
; (U. 1 el ssofee tL ge oo | week, ee or. (U). Fine! run today (Wed.) after preem last; “The Sea Around Us” (Indie) is 
\ Of : ast wee 5, or near, Last week, Came} night (Tues.) for benefit of Air | due in July 7 
Force Assn. Last week, house Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-I) (540; 


“Came From Outer Space” (U) (2d From Outer Space” (U) (2d wk), 
who, "$26,000. ‘Beast’ Powerhouse 146, | sio.000. 


Woods (‘Essaness) (1,073; 98- ‘ ween? (Loew's) (iia; 90)— 

i $1.25'— “Moon Is Blue” | (UA) e “Arena” (M-G) and “Slight Case 
Mighty $40,000. Last week, “Pow- Mpls; Arena’ Okay 86, Larceny” (M-G) (2d wk). Good 
$11,000 following $17,000 initial 


ger River” 20th) 2d wk), $6.000| “Wife” 10G, ‘Remains’ 4G) frame. 


shuttered to ready new widescreen, | 90-$1.50)——"Lili” (M-G) (17th) wk), 

Booth (Shubert) (7223: %1.20 $2 40) |The 16th session ended Monday 
—“Julius Caesar” (M-G) (4th wk) | (29) continued big with $6,700 
Present round ending tomorrow | @fter $7,500 for 15th week, Stays 
| (Thurs.) holding at $16.500, near | 9". Aa , " 
capacity, after $16,800 for third), Vietoria (City Inv) (1.060; 95- 


~ 








World (Indie) (587; 98)—“Fear i is, June 30. Pageant (St. L. Amus.) (1,000; | week. $1.80'—"Sangvaree” (Par) (4th wk). 
and Desire’ (Indie) and “Male| <A bowstiion powerhouse, ‘Beast 90)—"Man on Tight Rope” (20th) | ll (Reade) (430; 90-$1.50 Continues. fine with $12,000" in 
— (Indie) (3d wk). Fine $3,-| From 20,000 Fathoms,” is setting a Good $3,000 after $4,000 “Tonight at 8 30" ikedios fe oc hngpelray _— Po pa Ne | 
Or ast week, $3,500. >ntly outdig- | SFS Stanza. — oF io skaies, as A ie Lys K’- | (Wed.). Third week was $14,500, 

Ziegfeld (Lopert) (485; om---| Sensi ot semaine at Orphe- Tee” a, £570 nnn ed Sunday (28) was! “Moon Is Blue” (UA) is due In 
WEA” M- G) (3d wk). Bright $4,-|um. Other newcomers, “Arena,’ 60-75) + pin Sioux Uprising senale “Voleano” 7p 5) due ta Gout | July 9 
B00. Last week, $4,000. “Dream Wife” and “Remains To! (U' and “Law and Order” (U). Fair | jipeiy in mid-July ‘| Warner (Cinerama Productions) 

— Be Seen” are disappointing. First- $10,000. Last week, “Beast From oe jig us , (1,600; $1.20-%$3 60) “Cinerama” 
20,000 Fathoms” (WB), $14,000. | Capitol (Loew's) (4 820; 70-$2.20) | (Indie) (4th wk). Current stanza 





‘ ‘ named, above average for the : ° yy ” 

Houdini’ Hefty $12 500 State, is well below other recent Shady Oak (St. L. Amus.) (800; | “Melba” (1 A). Initial week end- | ending tomorrow (Thurs. is hold- 
’ 3-D entries here. It's the third eee ‘t. Holiday” (AA). Nice ae ee ' looks ‘ye ing around $50,000 -after $50.200 

} ‘ ’ stanza for “Came From Outer $3,900 Last week, “Tonight We | 28% FLOIGS. n ahead, Never | for third week. Su tained biz here 

In Omaha; Beast Wow Space,” a boxoffice high-stepper.| Sing” (20th) (3d wk), $3,000. Let Me Go” (M-G) (2d wk), $12,000.) partly stems from yen of so many 


4 ‘ -_ “Melba” putting house’ back in! gut-of-towne: making ¢ ' 
if s | Ip: Cool weather and lots of rain, winnie onl silt matted times | N-lowners, making a visit to 
7} , 1] Dark Big 11G are boosting grosses. South Sea’ Hot $ $19; 500, ad cena after veral lag see “¢ inerama” a curios ity must 
Estimates for This Week Criterion (Moss) (1.700: 85-$2.2( while in N. ¥ 

Omaha, June 30. Century (Par) (1,600;  65-85)—| iterion (Moss) (1.700; 85-$2.20) 


P ti new bills at every major | “Remains To Be Se en” (M-G). | Denver; ‘Snows’ Big 24G — “9,000 Finger 5’ (Col) (2d wk) 3-D) Gives Det Fresh 





\ , 
tay Mtown spot plus dimensional | Fair $4,000. Last week, “Queen Is | First holdover round ending tomor- 
Man in Dark” at Ralph Goldberg's | Crowned” (U) and “Happens Every| ag “ Denver, June 30. hb (Thurs.) shapes to get mild | ‘ iw ab 
\ logship, the State, there is } iT} day” ( (od 000 South Sea Woman” shapes fine | $11,000. First week was $14,000 L k: Ft T (i t 356 
UPSWing at toe cag this. week. | poe al Pd hn bi Be in two first-runs here this round Fine Arts (Davi 158; 90-$1.80 00 ’ aT Ulan Je 
2ark.” with upped prices, shapes | “Pickup on South St." (20th) (3d titty Mg sedi Rage ta Rood ggee A POT yas pe Sages alt pst m ‘Ca F St ut IA (00 
8 ing “Beast fr ; “ ; ‘, | ing made, however, by “Snows of , Wk). Eighth round ended Sunday i. ngaree 0 ae 
om 20,000} wk). Okay $3,000. Last week,|,7, .’ Pe ae “ ‘ res gaged ee ) 
Fa at Brandeis looks smash | $4.800 Kilimanjaro” showing in three) (28) still was solid with $6,500 Detroit, June 30 
u . 4. > : i « \s . ss , a a . 6“ amas rig : _ . nr cevi } —_ f ( JUNC wo 
: Houdini” at large Orpheum Lyric (Par) (1.000; 65-85)-—"*‘Des- | Spee on popscale re — wit — $6 ae for seventh week 3-D is giving downtown first-rur 
a! : fancy | ert Song” (WB) (m.o.). Okay $4.500. —, good —— at pe ee : re _- a 4 i tage 91.01.00 a new look—crowded for a change y 
rs “ ee . “eg : wer a Ine) | Way to win a holdover, being lone ru rUlic "SOU, : Aaa a) Pen Wa errific a e Pslmes 
» Estimates for This Week a — aa a” | pic in that category “Queen Is Crowned” (U) (4th wk x. th A it ; - - a & y af 
randeis (RKO) (1,100; 50-76)—| ~ pagina Cite (Par) ( . Re.28). | Estimates for This Week Third session ended Saturday (27) | MOUC,, pankaree pate 
~~ BReact from 20 000 F: thoms” | «r Radio City (F al Zs 4.000; 65-85)— | Broadway (W Ifberg (1.200 5(- held at great $25.000 after ry rrific he Michigan \rena also iL? 
WB) and ‘Night With ? 17 | Dream Wife” (M-G). Lavish praise | Q5) a april Wife ” Rf G). rh oop 000 1 ighest | tot 1 of run, fol at the Adam hapes nice. “Glory 
(WB Ss ash $7 500, out Stars’ for this one and fairly good $10.000 <P I ream ' i f j siest : ine pest ad aa Na : 7 , Brigad at Sroadwav-Capitol is 
“Di sine 4,0 . Last week, | looms. Last week. “Desert Song” $1 ),000 Hole S Last week, “Lili SECO eee ” saa pee good Pickup on South Street” is 
He ) south Street” (20th) and) (wR) $11.000 M-G) (2d wk!, $7,000 Globe (Brandt) (1599; 69-$1.50 il] vetting plenty in third week at 
B tad ag (2 7 |  - - id r °o 4 t » ‘OCK | 75 5 -85 — < Ne : (|f 2¢ V k ‘ . ; cs. = : a ois ae 
O1 maha 7. rrist ote $3 -— "7 RKO-Orpheum RKO) (2.800, 65- a wham . ( ~adory ns , a oe Init a re a nll > on Re ,| tne Fox (Ccinerama first of all 
a tates) - 2,100; 50-70) | 95;_“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” | —'Sangaree Pat (2d Wk). Fai nce orig” hed ‘ 9-Ders at the Music Hall still is 
b > Bess” (M-G) and “Bright | (WB). Big $14.000. Last week, | $9,000. Last week, $15,000 eennerom Sree.) SS holes wie | smnsh in 16th week 
Week As 3 Slow $5,500. Last i“The Juggler” (Col), $5,000 ; Denver Fox) (2,925; 50-85) me fa t $12,000, with step ed up Daily athenten Che Tale Week 
esit show. (RKO) (1.600: 75-$1 South Sea Woman” (WB) and. he!ping. First week v 13.909 ¢ 
Orpheum (Triste ( 5 RKO-Fan (RKO) (1,600; 75-31 1 | “System” (WB). Good $16,000.| Holiday (Per-Rose’ (950; 60-| Fox ‘Fox-Detroity (5.000; 7) ¢ 
" ~“Houd in 1S ates) (3,000; 50 | “Came From Outer Space” iU) (3d Syste m k ( . tena” oN yi | $1.90 4 os i 4 teas De (RKO) —“Pickup on South St! 90th) 
Wants Mink” (Page Bante wady | wk". Qualified as boxoffice nat- past Ween ntninc» CNA). $10,000. | (2d wk). First stanza ended Monday | 2nd “All Ashore” (Col) (3d. wk). 
Last week, ' Scared Sti Per) = fa & eae 1 Es ae (Few: (742; 50-85) — 99) hit mild $4500. In ahead, | Good $18,000. Last week, $22,000. 
. Cry of Hunted” (M-G) (2d — -- (2 300 5-$1) | “South Sea Woman” (WB) andj “Hitch-Hiker” (RKO) (8th wk-6 Michigan ‘United Detroit) (4.000; 
Wi, 59.000. rn yee i “C oy d hain “System” (WB). Fine $3,500. Last days), $3,800. “Houdini” (Par) | 99-51.25)—"Sangaree Par). Swell 
State (Goldberg) (865: 75 Pry WR ly Has had sensation-| os “Lone Hand” (U) and “White | opens tomorrow (Thurs.) $24,000. List week, “Desert Song 
Man ir Dark” 7h 65; 75-$1)— | al exploitation. However, only fair- Licht ; ~—y : A) $2 000. ; PMayfai > cir ell (1-736: 70-$1.80) | (WB), $15.000 
i s " ao (5 ! pf oD “914.0 . * = ~ 
to be Seen” (M- G), Sock Sti nee ly good $8,000 looms. Last week, ie ye (Wolfberg) (750) —"  ongedh Vie ghtrope” (20th) (4th- Palms (UD) (2.961; 95-$1.25)— 
‘ Last” wee k “Nev L “Vanquished” (Par), $4,500. | - 85)—"“Snows of Kilimanjaro” final wk). Fourth session ending | “Fort Ti” (Col). 7 errific $35,000. 
’ (Moc ., ever Let Me Go”| World (Mann) (400: 55-$1.20)— | cars, 69)— snows 0 imanja i rt} n en Fl rast week, “Beast From 26,000 


(, (7%! (and “Enchanted Forest” | “Story of Three Loves” (M-G) (2d| (20th) and “Dalton Women” (In- tomorrow (Thurs.) looks ‘to hold 
| M-G:, $5,500 at 50-76c. scale. lwk). Neat $4,000. Last week, $4,000. | (Continued on page 16) jwith fair $9,500 after $12,000 for| (Continued on page 16) 
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Pix Trim Mag Advertising Budgets, 
Focus Bally Coin On Spot Radio, TY 


industry's 
advertising 


As part of the 


all economy program, 


budgets are being subjected to 
sharp trimming. Chief victim of 
the slicing program is the average 
picture, which is no longer backed 
by a hefty national campaign. 

Coin saving has also resulted in a 
reappraisal of media, with national 
mags no longer receiving as large a 
chunk as during the spending he 
‘ RKO. for example, once one 
< t mag spenders, Is now 
infrequently represented in the na 
tional publication Warner Bro 
100 eldom employs big magazine 
spac 

Chi nging path rn of the method 


ith more frequent use 


ulted 


of release 


of saturé tion bookings, has re 
in a channelling of coin to TV and 
to local newspapers, with the aim 
at point-of-sale selling Certain 
picture: particularly those with 
nsational exploitation values 
have found radio and TV_ potent 
allie Potal ef $250,000 has heen 
skedded by: 20th-Fox for TV. balls 
alone on “The Scoutmaster.” Warn 


same TV 
20.000 


spending the 
Jeast from 


er Bros. 1s 
coin for 
Fathoms 
Recent pitch by Leonard Golden 
con. American Broadcasting-United 
Paramount prexy, for more use of 
radio and TV to promote film at- 
tendance. brought a sharp rebuke 
from magazine quarters Richard 
W. Cook, Hearst Advertising Serv 


ice topper, said he was “just won 
dering if Mr. Goldenson’s pitch 
might not have been a little on the 


selfish side.’ He stressed that TV 
did little, if anything, to promote 
pictures in comparison to the solid 
editorial support the industry re 
ceived in a number of national pub 
lications 
Notwithstanding the 
controversy, filmeries are spending 
less to bally their films. In com- 
parison to the $500,000 per pice bud 
gets of not too long ago, it’s a rare 
current picture that is allotted any 
where near $250,000 Although 
there is an overall decline in ad 
vertising spending, a film company 
will occasionally go all out on a 
particular big picture. Treatment, 
with an expenditure of up to $1,- 
000,000, 
cial,” Metro's “Quo Vadis” 
the outstanding example. 


A. L. MAYER DICKERS 


TV-mag 


being 


RIALTO, N. Y., RETURN 


Possibility loomed this week of | 
Arthur L. Mayer, Known as _o 
way's “Merchant of Menace,’ 


turning to his old haunt by am 
taking over at the Rialto Theatre, 
N. Y. Discussions are taking place 
between Mayer and 
who in 1948 took over the 
lease. 

Mayer operated the Rialto as a 
successful horror pix showcase for | 
15 years, starting March 4, 
“the day the banks closed.’ Should 
Mayer return as Rialto owner-op, 
his lease would have another two 
years and three months to run. 


Bilson Quits RKO to Form 
Indie on Features, Vidpix 


Hollywood, June 30. 
years as chief of the 
RKO short subjects department, 
George Bilson ankled the lot to 
produce his own theatrical and TV 
films under banner of George Bil- 
son Enterprises. 

First picture, to be made in as- 
sociation with Anthony Z. Landi, 
will be “Triple Jet Ace,” 
the story of Capt. Joseph McCon- 
nell, leading jet ace, who account- 
ed for 16 Commy planes in Korea. 


RKO Skeds 12 Tinters 
For Remainder of 753 
Hollywood, June 30. 

James R Grainger, RKO prexy, 
announced the release of 
nicolor films for the rest 
year, the largest number 
features in the 
pany. 

Lineup includes 
“Below the Sahara.” 
Around Us.” “Second 
“Devil's Canyon,” 


After 10 


of this 


“Sea Devils,” 
“The Sea 

Chance,” 
“The Sword and 


the Rose,” “Rage in the Jungle,” 
“Son of Sinbad.” “Decameron 
Nights.” “The French Line” and 


“The Silver Horde.” 


over-¢ 


James Mage, | 
Rialto | 


1933— | 


based on | 


12 Tech- | 


of tinted | 
history of the com- | 





TOA’s Levy Abroading 


Herman M. Levy, general coun 


sel of Theatre Owners of America 
leaves for Europe today Wed.) 
aboard the Queen Elizabeth. While 


abroad, he'll meet with directors 
and officers of the Cinematograph 
Exhibitors Assn. on mechanics of 
operation, public reaction to 3-D 
and distrib-exhib relationships 

Levy, incidentally, was appointed 
this week by Gov. John Lodge of 
Connecticut as a member of a state 
committee to study the problems 
of the aged. 


CHI COURTS 0.K. EXHIB 
DEMAND, VETO ANOTHER 


June 30 


Chicago, 


In a preliminary hearing of the 
Vielbro case, wherein the Rockne 
T-eatre is seeking the rezoning ol 

etitors for more equitable hid 


Judge John Barnes of Chi 
Federal District Court said Rockne 


attorneys would have to prove a 
new conspiracy has arisen since 
1950 


distribs had 
strike out al 
from a pre- 


Attorneys for film 
asked the court to 
legations carried overt 
i} vious suit which had a two-year 
settlement lasting until July 1, 
1950. Judge Barnes denied this re- 
quest, ruling that these allegations 
were not irrelevant inasmuch as 
they pointed up a tendency to con- 


spire, but he stated that a more 
lrecent conspiracy against the 
| Rockne, since 1950, would have 


to be proved, 

Petition by the RKO Grand The- 
atre to be relieved of seeking 
court permission for extended runs 
has been granted by Judge Michael 
Igoe, Chi Federal District Court, 
in another case. 

Judge Igoe had ruled previously 
that the theatre was still bound 
iby the Jackson Park decree, like 
the B&K circuit here, but the U. S. 
Seventh Appeals Court reversed 

this decision, acknowledging the 
divorcement of RKO theatres from 
RKO pictures. 


is given a pre-release “spe- 


Boothmen Settle Cal. 
- Ozoner Chain Dispute 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Projectionists Local 150, IATSE, 
signed a working agreement with 
| the SERO drive-in circuit, consist- 
ing of the Victory and Gilmore 
ozoners. Circuit was the last major 
holdout on the new contract. 

Signing resulted in the removal 
of pickets who had been walking in 
front of the drive-ins for months. 


New pact calls for two projection- 
jists in a booth when theatres are 
showing first-run films. 


| 


| Schary’s $5 eens’ 


Hollywood, June 30. 


Dore Schary’s next 
production at Metro will be 
Canopus,” a World War II yarn 
about the Navy, based on an origi- 
nal by Alan Brown. 

Co-stars will be Robert Taylor, 
as commanding officer of a sub- 
marine tender, and Russ Tamblyn, 
as a gob. 














‘Stormy Union 


aaa Continued from page 5 a! 








This was finally 
and pact is expected to be signed. 
Boothmen’s union concluded an 
agreement for the screening rooms 
on the same basis, and is currently 
dickering with the Skouras chain. 
| Negotiations are currently tak- 
ing place between Paramount and 
the Motion Picture Homeoffice Em- 
ployees Union for a new pact for 
homeoffice white collar help. Al- 
though union had hoped to hold 
joint negotiations with all the film- 
eries at once, it claims it was 
stymied by the companies in seek- 
ing a standard deal. 
a new unit last 
white collarites voted to affiliate 
with the outfit following an elec- 
tion under National Labor Rela- 
tions Board supervision. 


week as Loew's 





Todd-AO Lineup 


Todd-AO is owned 75% by 
Magna Theatre Corp, and 25% 
by the American Optical Co. 
Magna, in turn, is owned 50% 
by Todd and 50% by United 
Artists Theatres Corp. Latter, 
in turn, is controlled by Joseph 
M. Schenck, George P. Skouras 
and Lee Shubert. All the “A” 
stock in Magna is 100° owned 
by Todd. 

Both UA _ Theatres’ and 
Todd made room for Richard 
Rodgers and Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d, who have a $400,000 
block 

Magna Theatre Corp. may 
be changed in corporate title, 
as it is feared (1) that Magna- 
Scope can become a perverted 
billing, thus militating against 
Todd-AO; and (2), it is a mis- 
nomer. Magna Theatre Corp 
will actually do the producing 
and is not a theatre company. 

On the Magna board are 
Schenck, board chairman; 
Skouras, president; Rodgers & 
Hammerstein, Shubert, Todd, 
production veepee Arthur 
Hornblow, Jr., indie producer 
Edward Small, Prof. Charles 
E. Seligson, dean of law at 
N.Y. University, and Judge 
James M. Landis, ex-dean of 
Hairvaid Law School. Latter 
two represent the Todd and 
American Optical legal inter- 
ests. 

Todd-AO board 
Skouras as president, Todd, 
Schenck, Frederick M. War- 
burg, of Kuhn-Loeb, and a di- 
rector of American Optical; 
Walter A. Stewart, prez of AO; 
Brian O’Brien, v.p. of AO, and 
Henry Woodbridge, executive 
veepee of AO 


|_Me Trade Shuffle 


Continued from page 3 =& 


comprises 








Corp. which will make “Oklahoma.” 

According to Joseph M. Schenck, 
Magna board chairman, sale of 
“Oklahoma” was consummated 
after R&H bought out their part- 
ners in the legit property. Schenck 
said R&H, although owning 60°% 
of “Oklahoma,” paid out more in 


that deal than was due them as 
their own share. 
Schenck, who identified himself 


as the largest Magna shareholder, 
further disclosed that Magna so 
far has poured $1,000,000 into the 
Todd-AO process. This money, as 
well as the coin to purchase the 
“Oklahoma” rights, were put up 
by himself, George Skouras, Lee 
Shubert and Todd, he said. 
Schenck said there were no plans 
for letting the publie invest in 
Magna. He said that, while there 








had been no discussions yet with | 


any banks for “Oklahoma” financ- 
ing, he expected no difficulties in 


|for SW, 


raising the coin. Pie will be budget- | 


ed at $2,000,000. Whether it can 


| roll later this summer, for spring, 


| Schenck, Loew's prexy. 
| for holding off until 


i 


personal 
“U.SS. } 


| 35m_ film. 


1954, 
yet. 


release, hasn't been decided 


[There is still a chance of indus- | 


try brass previewing Todd-AO in 
Buffalo on July 7. Schenck be- 
lieves the system should be un- 


| veiled to a select group of toppers 


including his brother, Nicholas M. 


Todd is all 
further perfected. Matter should 
be resolved this week.] 
Lensed Two Ways 

“Oklahoma” will be lensed in 
both the Todd-AO 65m system and 
in 35m widescreen for regular the- 
atre presentation. Todd-AO method 
employs only a single projector 


Whereas Cinerama fills 
its large screen via three project- 
ors, Todd-AO manages to do the 
same job with one strip of film on 
a seamless screen. 

Patents covering 


_lenses and projector head were is- | 


settled last week | 
| by Dr. 


Union gained | 


sued a few weeks ago, 
cover 


but do not | 
the special screen invented 
Brian O'Brien, research 
veepee of American Optical. Re- 
cent demonstration was on a 
slightly curved wooden = screen 
painted white. When the industry 
gets its first glimpse of Todd-AO at 
the Rivoli, the O’Brien screen will 
be installed. 

Schenck said that when “Okla- 
homa” is completed, it will open 
as a roadshow in 35 to 40 houses. 
He indicated that Magna intended 
to license Todd-AO to all comers. 
but not until after “Oklahoma” 
had been released. R&H are writing 
additional test scenes for the film 
and wiil supervise the casting. Pic 
will eventually be done in Techni- 
color, Schenck asserted. Tests so 
fer have been in Ansco Color. Todd 


Todd-AO is | new stockholders meeting is antici- 


| 
| 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


(N.Y. Stock Exchange) 


For Week Ending Tuesday (30) 


1953 Vol. in 
High Low 100s 
1578 1358 Am Br-Par Th 107 
4554 fen Cae 2... 
45% 3834 CBS, “B” ... 12 
1614 1158 Col. Pie. . - 
12'% 91g Decca 486 
47 41°s Eastman Kdk. 162 
14%g3 1114 Loew’s . 128 
754 41% Nat. Thea. 116 
30°%R 25!4 Paramount 40 
3612 2854 Philco 49 
29% 223% RCA . 199 

4° 3'% RKO Picts. 113 
4°% 35g RKO Thea 70 
41% 312 Republic 2 
114% 1014 Rep., pfd. 4 
1214 97s Stanley War. 80 
1914 1312 20th-Fox 214 
1712 14 Univ. Pix. 55 
6812 61 Univ., pfd. 100 
7'— 13!4 Warner Bros’ 105 
84 63°4 Zenith 108 
American Stock Exchange 
17°34 12 Du Mont . 46 
4'\8 27% Monogram 65 
17's 1414 Technicolor . 96 
314 278 Trans-Lux 15 


Over-the-Counter Securities 
Color Corp. of Amer. 
Cinerama 

Chesapeake Industries (Pathe) 
Polaroid 

U. A. Theatre: 


ee) 


Weekly Weekly Weekly Tues. Net. 
High Low Close Change 
for week 
1434 141% 143% — 
4312 438 435% + 4 
4312 4234 4312 7 
16 147% 16 2 
938 834 9 @ 
4248 4l7s 417% - 
12 11%% 12 
634 632 6°64 
2634 26 26% 
30%% 30 30 
24!42 23° 2414 
31% 31% 314 
4 33% 378 
324 342 3°R 
107% 101% 107% 
11° 107% 111% 
1678 151% 16°4 
1614 558 1614 i 
63 63 63 - 
151% 378 1454 \ ‘ 
7012 6878 69'12 " 4 
1234 12% 12) ‘ 
37% 31% 34% - 
16 1514 15% 
314 31% 31% 
Bid Ask 
14% 1’s8 ‘ 
Kaaeaaaee . & 312 i 
ee rere — 3° 4 
(ee batees es 3914 4112 1!% 
1112 13 114 
78 8% . 


Walt Disney 
*Actual Sales 


TRARERERERCYEOrpeoayee leg iG 


(Quotations furnished by Dreyfus & Co.) 

















can produce on his own, or 
produced by an indie, pictures for 
the Cinerama medium. He is not 
obligated to make use of Cinerama 
board chairman Louis B. Mayer’s 
properiy, “Paint Your Wagon,” 
which was listed for filming in 
Cinerama. Mayer, 
will not take an active part in the 
production program. Exact status 
of production chief Merian C. 
Cooper remains unclear. 


Cinerama will operate with a skele- 
ton crew, with the possibility that 
some staffers will move over to the 
SW organization. Cinerama would 


only operate on a consulting basis. | personalities and introductions and 


| closeouts 


A Cinerama director said the com- 
pany would have story approval on 
production plans. 

Agreement, under discussion for 
several weeks, was apparently 
spurred by a stockholders resolu- 
tion last week, authorizing Ciner- 
ama officers to conclude a deal 
with the theatre circuit. Deal calis 
through a wholly-owned 
subsidiary, to assume operation of 
the present and projected Ciner- 
ama theatres as well as to finance 
future Cinerama features. 

Unanimous Okay 

With a two-thirds vote neces- 
| sary for stockholder’ approval, 
Cinerama indicated the vote for 
| the SW okay was unanimous, with 
890,000 shares represented out of 
984,000 outstanding approving 
transfer of the license rights. No 


| pated unless there is a substantial 


change in the agreement 
lined to the investors. 
Deal calls for the 


as oOur- 


transfer of 


; Cinerama production and exhibi- 


| tion 


rights to SW, which would 
finance the opening, equipping of 


| all new Cinerama theatres, as well 
capable of handling both 65m and | 


as four theatres where Cinerama 


| is currently being shown or about 


|and Chicago. 


to be exhibited. These 
New York, Los Angeles, 
SW 


include 
Detroit 
would also fi- 


| mance the next two productions. A 


the Todd-AO | 


| 


Cinerama souree said additional 
talks would be held regarding pro- 
duction beyond the initial two 
films. 

SW will receive a larger portion 
of the b.o. receipts until opera- 
tion, equipping and _ production 
costs are recouped. Thereafter, the 
theatre circuit and Cinerama will 
share equally in the 


-Cinerama, s W Check | 


—————— Continued from page 3 


have , 











Under terms of the agreement 


| with SW, up to 26 additional the- 


'atres will be equipped for Cine- 
rama in the near future, with a 
goal of 50 ultimately planned 
throughout the world. SW would 


| have the global rights. 


it’s indicated, | 


| eS . 
As soon as the deal is completed, | 











MPAA Vidpix | 


——_— Continued from 








page 3 aaa 


|a sponsor, going to the Motion 
Picture Relief Fund. Excerpts 


| from 








exhibition | 


proceeds, ‘ 

No stock in Cinerama Produc- | 
tions, a closed corporation, will 
change lends, but SW will buy 


700.000 
now 
tions. A board member of 
althougn declining to 


shares of Cinerama, Inc., 


reveal the 


sale price, said Cinerama Produc- | 


tions would receive “‘a slight prof- | 


it.” He also indicated that agree-| bined business and vacation trip. 


ment had been reached on an ex- 
tension of the licensing agreement 
with Cinerama, Inc., until 1958. 


owned by Cinerama Produc- | 
' 
latter, 


three feature pix would be 
used on each airer along with the 
appearances of one or two screen 
by Eric A. Johnston, 
MPAA president. 

On the basis of films being se- 
lected so far for the programs, at 
least one of three is a musical 
which when originally made, em- 
ployed about 100 musicians. 
Dramas, comedies, etc., had lesser 
numbers. A single program of clips 
from three pix, roughly figured, 
might represent the work of 150 
music men. At $25 per, under 
Petrillo’s reported demands, this 
amounts to $3,750 for each pro- 
gram and a source of expense 
which hadn't been figured on at 
all at the start. 


FCC Nixes 


eee «Continued from page 4 coe 
common carrier facilities already 
allocated for this purpose, (he 
Commission said in terminating the 
proceedings, “evidence to show the 
public demand, need, or desivabil- 
ity of such a service becomes &ca- 
demic.” 

Regarding the film industry's re- 
quest for a “statement of policy” 
on interconnection and frequency 
conflicts, the Commission said 
“We, of course, expect that there 
will be cooperation among com- 
mon carriers in resolving frequency 
conflicts. We see no need at this 
time to determine whether, when 
or where interconnection might be 
necessary, or the type or quality 
of interconnection service which 
should be furnished in that event. 
These problems may more @ppro 
priately be resolved if and ™ hen 
they might arise upon specific pet 
tions.” 


WB’s Abeles’ N.Y. Gabs 


Arthur S. Abeles, Warner Bros. 
managing director for Great Brit- 




















ain, arrived in N. Y. vesterday 
‘Tues.) abroad the Queen Eliza 
| beth. 


} 


| 


' 


Exec is slated to remain in the 
U. S. for about a month on a con 


He'll hold a series of confabs wit th 
international topper Wolie Cohe® 
and other homeoffice execs. 
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—— “<< 

















S 


*VARIETY’S LONDON OFFICE 


_ 8 St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square , VARIETY INTERNATIONAL 11 
Yugo Buys Its Rawstock From Du Pont Concert Israel To Cinema Price Tilts Allowed 3 Types 
To Print Up U.S. Film Acquisitions :°'*s':'ss‘soiscr"ts| Qf Paris Houses; $1 Top For Others 





15 with the Israel 
| harmonic and five recitals. Pianist 
= the greatest boxoffice as Paris, June 30. 
well as artistic triumph of the sea- | | Exhil ; ; : ; 
a ic trium f tl “| 75° 949 fF . Pi ‘xhibitors were giver a_ false 
son, including Jascha Heifetz, the 75%, ( 0 oreign 1X i saane on the proposed unfreezing 


hitherto favorite, 





Some 60 Hollywood films which¢ 
Yugoslavia fecently acquired from | 


‘eral Yank Independent _pro-| River Pageant to Wind 


y ae s and member companies of 














; } r first-r . ce . . — 
hs Motion Pleture Export sen: Coronation in London). e,cou!# have continued ptosing) Tg Brit, in ’52 from US, Prices were trozen tact scar 
vill 9u . sar: 7 bd owe ee : . : 
wt ik. “Gaede Pie genera | : London ‘Sane Festival the et Wadiiaaies Sake te $1 top, with special dispensations 
manager Bozidar Torbica disclosed | Windup of the Coronation fes- | \ total of 82 B h and 328 — ae Se RESTOR spertate 
p! to his return to Bels grade. tivities here will be a grand river | forei M Sisiamen ay tne o ? " * aba pe sg see ae 
rorbica, who bought 9,000,000 | pageant July 22, three miles long, | ° : ithe British Board of rade bn tive tay ; ye nt lig sera 
fect of rawstock from du Pont, |} po nore gal will take the 1X Grecian ieiteia datine the fies evel par te ba Ml — hone Ron 
caid that this would be used 2 mage at the Royal Festival Hall eats |ing March 31 last, U. S. Dept. of proved a misint pretation of ne 
make 14 prints for each of the 60/ on the South Bank of the Thames. | Commerce reports. Of the foreign id : ae a 
I res. All will be subtitled in | The Lord Mayor's procession will pix, 249 (75 came from Holly- 5 a, 2 agunclintscci 
sialects—Serb, Croat, Mace- | head the pageant, the mayors of ul in Two tat al on “S-| New rule concerns secondary 
a aa Slovenian. He esti- | smaller boroughs and guilds, com- Next in line were 39 French. 20 houses that have gone in for good 
n that his acquisitions, which | Prising seven sections. Men and | Italian five Soviet four Me ™ oe ee ee, ee ree 8 
vost. $270,000, will be shown in| Women of the three fighting serv- Washington, June 30. freee Pictou énm Mediate “ eine raised tab. Another revision con- 
ple wee! 800 theatres plus an-| ices will bring the display person- Devaluation of the Greek cur- | apiece from inoen Seavey — cerns extremely long films which 


‘her 100 engagements on 16m in| nel to close to 6,000 in a fleet of |Tency last April has bitten sharply | | may lose one or two daily show- 


rious schools and clubs. 200 boats. into the dollar value of U. S. earn- | — =" are a 7 a — |}ings because of their length. The 
While expressing satisfaction Highlight of the show will be 12) ings in that country, points out Na- | | French and _ nee The 82 Brit. Cannes Film Fete winner, “Le 
with his purchases, Torbica pointed historical tableaux dating from the | than D. Golden, director of the mo- | |ish films were an increase over the Salaire De La Peur,” which could 
out that American films are rela- 11th Certury, with a company of|tion picture division of the U. S. | 64 of the preceding year. j only have three instead of the 
tively high-priced. “They cost 300 representing famous charac- Dept. of Commerce. Greek drach- | standard five showings daily, was 
three times as much as British or ters through the ages. This wil] |™a was devalued by the Greek gov- |allowed a price increase from $1 


French product,” he said, “and be the biggest water spectacle | ernment to 30,000 to the $1. Pre Despite Chilly Weather. 1 to $1.25 
t 


ce as much as Italian pictures.” London has witnessed since the|Viously, the value had been 15,000 | Additionally the revised ruling 


As for audience tastes in his coun- first Elizubethan era to ge | 35 Paris Legit Houses }concerns those cinemas which be- 
ry, the official noted that people ee — PP the time, the American mo 5 cause of change in ownership, or 
on 


t 

are ‘ Mun hh. ° ° ‘ture firms had about 10 by new policy, g he s / 

in incues euee lean toward prob U Se 5 k pi ( u ? S ° S (0 y ne policy, go up the sc ale in 

Jem dramas,” whereas in rural nion t to tri e 000,000,000 drachmas in blocked hutter; 29 tay pen | type of run. These also are allowed 
deposits with the Bank of Greece 


er V 19 M Pi P d on a f : Paris, June 23. | @ Scale increase 
" Cc r > 4 ” | . ; 
subjects. S. ex Fix rrodas. count of royalties. Thus the | Despite wintr: ee | Even on raising or lowering the 


: ; ; , value in d » weather, Paris 
Meanwhile, native filmmaking dollars fell from $666,000 | theatre scale the exhibs here them- 


$: #) leg i J g f ¥, ‘ ' 
se sen Geek. A oan But no Trouble Looms} '° $33" 0. | | | egit is going ihe id with SUM-} selves are not agreed. Some feel 


“2 














i before the devaluation} mer plans, Thirty-f l 

. ity”? a alu: y-five legit houses | that lowering prices r 
f film city’ has been under Mexi <a | order p! ’ ive 1egi that lowering prices would bring 

é Mexic = yrder, a deal had bee . | 
construction at Kosutnjak, near eee evaene ns SERS SP. | to transmit Fang Paget — ae are closing down for July and) back the large pre-war film pa- 
Belgrade, for the last four years As indications grow that mest | this chee.” Me n yf ype tee os August. with only sprinkling of|tronage while others feel this 
" é § ) , owever » ‘te : 
and current production is averag- film producers (19 Mexican out- | were not compl te 4 until ‘aft “ - S| hardy hits staying open to face the would be harmful to pie quality, 
, y if 5 7. a = > iw - . . “ae . <i , > é Cl ae a | 2 ° - » “4 
i bi : 15 rr de = ae ie fits) will be shuttered by a strike | valuation Result was that U. S are ve soterengs ee ee ee 
n addition, the industry , 2% T ' wistntnn ts ..| for mo louse 
ue - “* |tomorrow (July 1) called by the | People had to put up twice as man) re Bow Nees, O58 Oe 7 
tur out about 40 documentaries ? ‘ . te ’ * |drachmas to get the dollar { “ |signed as summer shows, are due 
‘ is some 60 issues of news | Picture Production Workers Union Becau tine G Sy wade i'next week, “Ah, What Beautiful j 
: ; ecause 1e ree J rome ’ ee j , 

rt 1 a 12-month period. |(STPC) to enforce demands, the | has Sem at beralized re — Moustaches” at Daunou and a new STAR SCANTILY CLAD, 

i vernment welcomes co-| trade does not appear upset. The | port reculations. U. S. distributors | Cation of last year’s revue, “Paris ‘ b 
‘ion with other countries, | technical and manual workers 10-|paye = cuecessfulls appealed for Galant,” at Capucines. Two other | MEXICO BANS NERO 
" declared, pointing out | Cals are demanding a 40-hour week, | right long-run musicals, “Flowering ‘ 

J : ’ 5 ‘ : ’ : : 30 0 take more dollars out of fs , : . Mexico City, June 23 
that American unit headed by|4 donation to their savings fund |the country. The amount is being | Path” at ABC and “Singer of | , , page 
Robert Siodmak is sched-| and a paid day off after every four jupped by 200%. =| Mexico” at Chatelet are tempo-| , Banning of the Italian pic, “OK, 
uled to roll a joint venture this| Weeks of steady work. lrarily shuttering. “Path,” closing | Nero.” on the eve of its simulta. 
n : in Sarajevo. Based on the| The trade’s own bank, the B ence | {July 2, reopens Aug. 15° while Se gob ete a Pacirs 
as nation of Archduke Francis| Nacional Cinematografico, has (3 ITALO FILMS PACE | “Singer” will get brief reprise at a b MOOS: SERIE, Wee 
Ferdinand (incident that touched | agreed to provide coin to a group | |the Chatelet July 17 before a re as ree — oo 
off World War I), it’s to be done} of players and directors, and man- | ROME’ S B.0 iN MAY vival of “White Horse Inn” takes coe — rappers ee tae atbeer 
in association with Bosna Film.|ual and technical workers have | _ over in September fa om thd 0th lana 
: , , : ‘) xX ane , anv } 
Yugoslav studios have also entered | organized and registered the Ali- - Rome, June 23 Among the straight shows to mo ge nvatladuariages 
into similar co-production deals|anza Cinematografica to make pix [wo Italomades and a Franco-|\ risk the dog-day hazards are the distributor and exhibitors 
with German producers, among |so that production won't be halted. | Italian co-production easily led the |“Fourposter” at the Michodiere had spent considerable coin adver 
others Money would insure three pix. Ali-| field at the boxoffices here in May, |“When the Child Appears,” Andre lising and ballyhooing “Nero.” The 
- anza members are to work free or, | and ranked similarly in other first- | Roussin comedy smash, at the Nou-| National Cinematographic Board, 
lin some cases, at haif the regular |runs over Italy. “Puccini” (Dear),) yveautes; “I Shall Live a Great under which the censors function, 
wages. Technicolor musical biog of the| Tove” revival of the Steve Pa was determined in its nix, contend. 
, , 2 “| ing that the film is “very immoral” 


composer, topped local takes with 


IN 8 DA Exhibitors are not worried what-| >". *~ ty 229 1 fall }seur drama, at the Michel; Girl) poiaice iy tar. Sil ip 
2 IE A Vi | ever, since they have enough cur-| 4, Very Strong $33,000, followed by | from Auteuil,” bedroom farce, at| PR nig gents aby cap aret 


. : siv @ , Cannes Festival winner, “Salaire|{phe Palai a TY mini, is much too scantily clad in 
The art : , yeaa 25,000, < F  Italis hel sanc. Seng jap sed mala “Nero” ban allows longe aye 
: The American National Ballet going for nearly two months. Be- re oo ss Italian made |The Ravager,” comedy-farce, at | jn, Hath Poses NI oo " “7 ies or 
Theatre, second Blevins Davis cul-| sides, five producers are not affect- Vit : 4, wit! oF aa Bestia, EF Lathe Bouffes-Parisiens, and “No pultepee and “Tonight W - iy i 
P , . , bes pe 9 . ( ant Oni e ne 
tural export to play Vienna under ed, since they have given in to one Virt o +“ a wie _| Exit, revival of the Jean-Paul] at the Mexico. and peer p te 
a Virtu” is being released by | Sartre play, at the Comedie-Cau- ence i Skee 


partial State Dept. auspices, has union demands. Paramount, and co-stars Orson martin a ae SEN SENOS ene” 








| 
Wound up an eight-day engage- Welles with Toto and Viviane Ro- | :' }at the Mariscala 
ment in Volksoper (part of Vienna R o_§ P Y k Pi mance. Another Italian production, | Opera will remain open all sum- | , . 
State Opera) with solid success, aim races lan IX the DeSica-Lux-Selznick pic, “Ter- | ™&™ but Opera-Comique will shut | B li Vid ° P 
but not approaching the sock pro- ° mini Station,” also has been gross. | down from July 1 until Aug. 1. erlin as Vidpix rod. 
Portions of last year’s ‘Porgy and In W. Berlin for May ing consistently in Italian first and | Comedie-Francaise’s | Salle Riche- | 
+e ss’ engagement in this Danube Berlin. June 23 |second-run situations. Impact of | lieu. will holiday from Aug. 1 to) Centre for U. S. Market 
ipital. Ballet run was close to piers °: | first 3-D releases on local market | Sept. 1 while C-F's other house, Serlin. June 30 


SKO but the critical reception had The most successful American 


an ; Salle Luxembourg, will be closed | 
some negative comments, especial- distributor last month in West 


is too recent for an overall evalua- | * - se ’ ! “ 
from July 14 to Sept. 1. yertin, ie Londen, i develop 











I on troupe’s presentation of | German was Metro, being second | "0 oer ae. wk Folies-Bergere, Casino de Paris, ing alg nig sect ne center of tele- 
Classical numbers. Characteris- | to Herzog, a German outfit. Euro- ’ ,| Etoile and Mayol, all revue houses, wont = _ B genew gang market One 
ti \merican ballets such as ‘“‘Ro-| Pa, another German company, Was | Fox Making Peaceful lstay open, playing seven nights a 08 : 1¢ r . out of the Spandau 
~ ) : Fancy Free” and “The Har- | third ~— = Aaggh wed | p 7 week with matinees on Sunday perc Raed — and another 
Sha eens,” first of their kind | oe wag —— R V N b Mogador, i 1OUSeS revival Rea dicey 
to be seen here, were gratefully makers were Holly wood films. | e-entry im enna a es . “Belle beg od York” will bales yar oa ht, who ha beer filin- 
and enthusiastically received. German pix were again very; | Vienna, June 30 no summer break ing u er remn Expre series in 
'roupe, Known in the U. S. as| successful. “Don’t Forget the} Desert Fox, 20th’s General paste variou Kuropean capitals, com- 
B Theatre, made the Vienna, Love,” 4 Standard production re- Rommel feature which had to be pleted his program of 26° shor 
: ith the help of counterpart |leased by Europa. was tops. | Withdrawn after four days in last Dubliners Raid, Picket | Final prints are now being shipped 
funds supplied through the U. S.|“Singin’ in the Rain” ‘M-G) be- year’s Vienna preem when Reds | }to New York. Nasht returns next 
Information Service to under-|came seventh biggest grosser, was | staged bloody riots in front of | Liz Newsreel at Theatre month to the U.S. but is scheduled 
Write local expenses against aj/|the best U. S. film last month.|the theatre, has reappeared in| : to complete a further series in Eu- 
heavy nut for a large troupe—60|“American in Paris” (M-G),|nabe houses and is doing “bette | Dublin, June 30. | rope by the first of 1954 
People in all—and comparatively |“Snows of Kilimanjaro” (20th), | than average” biz entirely with- Two minutes after the Pathe Edward Gruskin has now checked 
low ticket prices ($1.75 top). Un-| “Ivanhoe” (M-G) and “The River” | out disturbance, according to Wolf- Newsreel containing shots of Queen in at Spandau to start lensing a 
Cerstood Government’s share of, (UA) were among the top 18 pix. | sang Wolf, 20th and M-G chief for Elizabeth’s Coronation Naval Re- | series of 26 half-hour pix based on 
the Vienna date was $11,500 and | Austria. view had been agp tee at — rhe Gordon. Program is being 
Well worth whi U 3 Even after the pic was pulled, Cinema here, it disappearec No- | made in association with Interwest 
cultural ak a. Vaude, Cinema Trade following a paving block battle be- body saw the raiders, but incident , Film Studios of Berlin, with Wal- 
On biz side, the Vienna date W ay Off in Scotland tween cops and Commies last year, | is linked with current campaign lace Worsley as director. 
Am | handled by concert "manager Glasgow, June 30. r ye eal “ sates . — fe ge hand considered “Brit ; 
yep sere cpg working with) aude biz has taken a dive here, | ;°" . re weet nes wet afin nm eso ° the fh ¥ Samarit: tan’ Looms New 
_ é eller, Paris impresario | yj . ’| U.S. pix are barred anyhow. Lo- A new copy of the film was 
y wet p with early performances most the Pa FO Bors suttons | howe the follow day and | London Heat Victim 
» 9 booked the troupe’s European | atres slumping to the lowest at- cal authorities __were cautious | flown in on the following day a L 
: | about allowing Vienna playdates, | screened. The theatre was picketed | Sontion June 30 


Ss. 
tendance mark in many month | although making no oo objec-| with men and women—some with} The only new play of the week 


‘ 9 Current shortage of coin, allied to! tions. After test engagements|cards saying: “British Nav: Pig Tice be aaa 
° . . : é | Caras Sé isn Navy | wa The Bad Samaritan,” by Wil- 
Queen Record in Tokyo tate by Pn ge nag es ona! went off quietly, all naaeed a sigh! Shelled Dublin in 1916: No Quis-| }jam Douglas Home, presented by 
Tokyo, June 23. now faced with the prospect of hav- of relief and proceeded to cash in | lings Wanted.” |E. P. Clift and Linnit & Dunfee 
Combo of British Commonwealth | ing to cut their budgets. on the film's pull due to Nazi 4 \at the Criterion last Wednesday 
n's import, “A Queen Is Cinema biz is also affected. | ¥@™ interest, always strong here ‘Table’ ble’ Strike Official 24). It has a religious theme in- 
| 








ned,” ; , , 4 : -.| when catered to from standpoint | termingled with wisecracks and 
“Battleship cae 4 ge fooaar ene ae oe of German side of the conflict. London, June 30. sex problems, being well acted by 
Opening day high for eight | home. b ests, roe hief Walkout of the extras engaged in| Michael Dennison, Virginia Me- 
KYO = uses of the Nikkatsu Only aspect of show biz unaffect- atee. Cc et : 4g ne ‘filming “The Knights of the Round | Kenna, George Ralph, Heather 
" Which usually play second-|ed are the name vaude layouts, Hollywood, = in one four weeks | 'Table” at Elstree is now on an offi-| Stannard, Ronald Lewis and Jessie 
= starring U. S. performers, Martin Mario Zampi's next film for | Cia! strike basis, and the Ministry yo a ais 
econ d of $12,600 topped the! & Lewis proved such a big draw|appc is “O'Leary Night,” by of Labor has been called in to arbi- Warmly received but this is not 
high set by “Niagara” | at the Empire, Glasgow, that 12| Michael Pertwee and Jack Davies. , ‘rate | sufficiently outstandi ae Negge 
Seger “Niagara” preemed onj|capacity performances were not|jt’s an Irish yarn, with all- Irish | Main squawk from the bit players | the current heatw ave —_ aus 
‘ instead of Monday as did| enough, an extra matinee being | location. Shooting starts early is they are paid less than other stu-| thor and star reputations. - urray 
' ‘fitted into the week’s schedule, i August. jdio workers. ' Macdonald directed. 
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a3 BEAST FROM 20,000 FATHOMS” 

sraanin PAUL CHRISTIAN + PAULA RAYMOND - CECIL KELLAWAY + KENNETH TOBEY - JACK PENNICK 

Screen Play by LOU MORHEIM and FRED FREIBERGER Suggested by the sensational SATURDAY EVENING POST story oyRAY BRADBURY 
Photography by Jack Russell; ASC + Associate Producer BERNARD W. BURTON * Technical Effects Created by RAY HARRYHAUSEN 


Music by David Buttolph Produced by HAL CHESTER and JACK DIETZ» Directed by EUGENE LOURIE - Distributed by WARNER BROS 
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ACTUALLY TOPPING THE TOP 
WARNER PICTURES OF THE PAST 
3 YEARS (EXCEPT ‘HOUSE OF WAX’) !'’ 
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No ‘Flat’ Versions | 


Continued from page 





the projected contribution of 10 
pix by Leonard Goldstein, will 
help, but are seen insufficient. 


| Preminger, producer of the indie Robe’ to Be Continuous at 


Difficulty is that, where a 3-D pic | 
could conceivably go into 2-D ex- | 


hibition via a single print, only 
properly equipped houses can book 
CinemaScope pix. Observers agree 
with 20th prexy Spyros P. Skouras 
that certain parts of Europe might 


eventually equip themselves with 
the widescreen process faster than 
the U. S. But, they point out, also 
that the same isn’t likely to hold 
true for a great many other terr!- 
tories. where local production of 
screens and lenses isn’t possible. 


According to 20th director of 
sales Al Lichtman, company should 
use up its backlog of 2-Ds by the 
end of the year, which means that 
the shortage would catch up with 
the foreign market around mid-’54. 
By that time, only a small part of 
the theatres abroad ere likely to be 
equipped While these will take 
in the important key spots, other 
20th customers will be looking for 
product 
Execs at 20th insist that, 
though a “standard” 35m _ ver 
of “The Robe” was lensed, it is te 
be used only to make 16m reduc 
tion prints” for 
schools and religiou 
in announcing its 


even 


ion 


groups. Metro, 
CinemaScope 











slate. made it clear that it would 

make duplicate versions of these 

pix 

| | 
U Bills | 
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ations of a few years back has be- 
come widely-circulated. 

Selling setup also is prominently 
accented. U increasingly has been 
viving more authority to its reps 
in the field, such as branch and 
district managers, to the extent 
that many of them are now em 
powered to okay licensing deals 
without the requirement of home- 
office approval. Result, say key 
men in the U organization, is that 
exhib customers have greater con- 


fidence in the field staffers and are 
more amenable to negotiating for 
pix 


Large tax bite has kept U's 1953 


half-year profits to $1,346,632, a 
slight increase over the compara- 
ble period in 1952, when the net 
after taxes was $1,220,440. Profit 


for the 26 weeks ended May 2, °53, 
was equivalent to $1.27 per share 
after deducting dividends on the 
preferred stock. Last year’s U per 
share earnings at the half-year 
mark totaled $1.14. 

Tax take for the '53 period was 
$2,310,000, which compares with a 
tax of $1,550,000 on the 26-week 
earnings last year. 


* 5 
| Book ‘Moon 
tte Continued from 


the Cardinal was in his constitu- 
tional rights in urging members of 
his faith not to see “Moon,” a “re- 
quest for a general or secondary 
boycott, designed to close the the- 
atre entirely after the exhibition 
of this film, is clearly contrary to 
the spirit of the First Amendment.” 
Judgment in Advance? 

The Cardinal had written that 
“Catholic people should stay away 
indefinitely from theatres which 
show ‘condemned’ pictures as a 
matter of policy.” 
point was that 
Spellman was in his rights to take 
whatever action he deemed neces- 
sary against “Moon,” but that his 
reference to a secondary boycott 
“constitutes a judgment in advance 
as to what may be exhibited in the 
future and would, if succéssful, de- 
prive other persons of-their right to 
see films that they may wish to 
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Rice's 


s-e 

In another letter, Rice urged 
United Artists prexy Arthur B. 
Krim “not to be intimidated” from 
distributing the Otto Preminger 
production, “since your refusal to 
do so may very well be a limita- 


distribution to, 


| before 


film, who repeated his attack upon 
censors within and outside the in- 
dustry. 

Film opened strongly with a first 
day's take of close to $3,000. 





‘Indecent’ Wave Feared 
Albany, June 30. 
If “The Moon Is Blue” receives 


“widespread distribution and finan- | 


cial patronage,” appearing as it 


does in “defiance” of the Motion | 


Picture Production Code, “every 


unserupulous element in Hollywood | 


ill throw off all restraint and 
begin to glut the market with inde- 
cent films.” So declared the Evan- 
velist, official weekly of the Albany 
Catholic Diecese, in an editorial 
last Friday (26). Commenting that 

morality demands the movies be 
protected” and “good business de 
mands every effort be continued to 
raise the tone of the cinema and to 
offer a product that decent people 
seeking Jawful recreation will pur- 
chase,” the Catholic paper insisted, 


“wholehearted cooperation in voic- | 


ing a united protest against the ex- 





N.Y. Roxy; No Stage Show 


“The Robe,” first of 20th-Fox’s 
CinemaScope releases, will be 
shown on a continuous perform- 
ance policy when it preems at the 
Roxy Theatre, N. Y., on or about 
Aug. 26, it’s understood. 
| Although no definite decision 
has been made, current plans call 
for elimination of the Roxy stage 
show during the “Robe” run. Pix 
was previewed by the 20th brass on 
the Coast last week. 

Charles Einfeld, 20th ad-pub 
topper, said on returning from the 
studio that “The Robe” would get 
“the highest promotional budget” 
in 20th history. National sales pol- 
icy for the pic will be formulated 
in N. Y. later this week with the 
return from the Coast of Al Licht- 
man, 20th director of sales, 











Skouras Readies 





hibition of The Moon Is Blue’ } en COMtinued from page 5g 
imperative. | 
coverage with mixed _ reactions, 
|ranging from rave comments. In 


| Pix Unions Seek 


Continued from 





systems. Com- 
the complete | 


employee pension 
panies contribute 
cost of both plans. Operation at 
both Loew's and 20th includes all 
employees, top execs as well as| 
minor staffers, union as well as | 
non-union help. However, in cases | 
where the company contributes to | 


a jointly operated union-company | the 


welfare fund, such as is maintained 
by the Projectionists Union, Local 
306, the employees eligible under 
this arrangement do not benefit 
from the company-sponsored plan. 

Filmeries, it’s noted, have lagged 
far behind other industries, in pro- 
viding retirement benefits for em- 
ployees. While company insurance 
plans are standard in most outfits, 
a pension plan is the exception. 
Motion Picture Assn. of America 
has been thinking about a pension 
system for its staffers, but obvi- 
ously can’t get the greenlight until 
every member company has a plan 
on tts books, 





_U.S. Maps Features 
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arm me pase ‘3 aaa 


foreign audiences’ 
in our pictures as 
being absolutely free of propa- 
ganda. Therein lies part of our 
great strength and appeal.” 
Yesterday's discussions were 
strictly preliminary since, what- 
ever Cowdin’s final plans—distri- 


endanger the 
complete trust 


bution or otherwise—he’'ll have to | 


submit them to the prexies for de- 
cision anyway. 

Interesting angle is that the idea 
of feature production for the State 
Department was suggested last 
year by Herbert Edwards, then 
chief of the motion picture branch, 
a Senate committee. Ed- 
wards pointed out that the Rus- 
Slans are very apt in turning out 


| propaganda theatricals which pre- 


tend to tell a story but actually 
plug the Red line in native terms. 





| Hazen-Wallis 
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“About Mrs. Leslie,” 


| ley Booth, in October but that proj- 


Cardinal, 


ect is now problematic. Also uncer- 
tain is the status of the company’s 
contracts with Miss Booth, Dean 


Martin, Jerry Lewis, Burt Lancas- | 


ter and Corinne Calvet. Pacts can 


| be assigned to the pards as indi- 


tion of the rights of persons who | 


do not 
man’s opinion.” 
the Council wasn't concerned with 
the merits of the pic but only “with 
the public’s right to determine for 
itself, by seeing it, its value.” 
Preminger Renews Attack 
San Francisco, June 30. 
Tieing in with the bow at the 
United Artists Theatre here of 
“The Moon Is Blue,” press confer- 
ence was Called here by Otto 


agree with Cardinal Spell- | 
Rice stressed that | 


viduals. 

Dissolution of the partnership 
meant the dropping of six members 
of the staff. They are Jack Saper, 


general production manager; Paul | 


Nathan, story editor and talent di- 
rector; Warren Low, executive edi- 
tor; 


Walter Seltzer, pub-ad direc- | 


the Times, which asserted Cinema- 
Scope had passed all the tests, to 
the thumbsdown in the Daily Mir- 
ror, which said it wasn’t good 
enough as an answer to TV. 

The Daily Express reckoned the 
novelty wore off after five min- 
utes but the Daily Mail story was 
headlined “Hollywood presents its 
biggest illusion.’” Trade reaction 





| 20th 
| ties. 


| Spyros 


| 





was generally favorable and exhibs | 


demonstration 
system preferable to 
requiring Polaroid viewers. 

Studio is continuing ~demonstra- 
|tions indefinitely in its private 
| theatre which has been converted, 
and is accepting orders on first- 
| come-first-served basis with prices 
| ranging from $8,000 to $12,000. 


| . Exhib Angels - 


at the 
others 
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film. The 
| tradesters 


question, according to 
is can they sell it? On 
the basis of the saturation book- 
ing, and promise of cooperation 
from almost every big chain in the 
country, it’s optimistically believed 


that the production cost can be 
almost recoupecd trom the ‘irct 
| dates. 


Exhib leaders of the production 


considered | 





| trophic, 


| Charles 
}and 


company have been working close- | 


ly with Metro sales force in lining 
up dates. There was no problem, 
of course, in arranging for good 
dates and prime playing time in 
their own houses. In areas where 
two backers operated houses, ami- 
| eable arrangements were made. In 
certain territories, the picture was 
offered for bidding. 

Bookings in four key cities are 
still unresolved. These include 
|New York, Philadelphia, Chicago 
| and Los Angeles. The Rivoli and 
| Astor are possibilities for N. Y. 
| Filmed in cooperation with the 
;Council of Living Theatre, which 
| will receive 25° of the profits, 
“Main St.” will be backed by a 
hefty baliy campaign. Since objec- 
j tive of the Council is to build up 
| the living theatre, particularly on 
| the road, legit names will take to 
|the road to plug the film. In addi 
| tion, special events will be held 
iin the 23 theatre subscription 
| cities. 


| Among exhibs involved in ‘Main | Hour 
starring Shir-| St.” are Fred Schwartz, Century fogel, who repped most of the tal- 
Lightman, Malco} ent on the show, nixed the plan. 


(circuit; M. A. 
| Theatres; Sam Pinanski, American 
| Theatres; S. H. (Si) Fabian, Stan- 
| ley Warner and Fabian circuits 
and Frank Walker, Comerford 
chain. 
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sponse indicated the 


was unsuccessful. 
Pixites, while 


taking the Sulli- 


tor; Irene Lee, eastern story and | yan decision philosophically, never- 
talent rep, and William Shelpark,| theless were doing a burn over 
N.Y. comptroller. |implication that the TV public 





Md. Drive-In Balked 


Annapolis, Md., June 30. 
Durkee chain’s plans to erect a 
drive-in theatre have been thwart- 
ed by Circuit Judge James Clark. 
Jurist agreed with residents of 
an area seven miles southwest of 
here, who fought against the house 
on grounds that zoning laws were 
being violated. Contractors had 
begun work on the theatre when 

local officials gave their okay. 


just wasn’t interested in the trail- 


lerized presentations from forth- 
;cOming productions. Some de-| 
|clared pointedly that, if Sullivan 





| 
j 
| 
| 


| 


{ 


| 


experiment | 


ing card also for “Toast.” Within 
recent weeks, filmeries in N. Y. 
had been pressured by Coast pro- 
ducers to get their pix on the 
Sullivan show. Exhibs, instead of 
kicking, came through in praise 
of the previews, which, they said, 
were bringing people into the 
theatres. 

Feeling is that film company co- 
operation with Sullivan will con- 
tinue anyway. Charles Einfeld, 
20th-Fox ad-pub topper who re- 
turned to N. Y. from the Coast 
Friday (26), said he was certain 
wouldn’t drop its “Toast” 
“We have a long-term ar- 
rangement with Sullivan and I am 
convinced we'll eventually find a 
format of presentation that will 


Einfeld opined 

Sullivan had been skedded to 
discuss this matter, and a possible 
P. Skouras profile on 
“Toast,” with Einfeld and Harry 
Brandt, 20th studio ad-pub head, 
last Wednesday (24), but 
bow out of the engagement. Sul- 
livan, currently vacationing, is due 
back on “Toast” July 26. 

While the Sullivan show un- 
“Toasted” its Hollywood alliance, 





had to| 


| 
| 


the new Jack Paar show, “Bank on | 


the Stars,” also a CBS coast-to- | 
coaster, is more dominantly tied 
in with the picture business. Ken | 


Friede is executive 
this Masterson, Reddy & Nelson 
package. Friede, like Sullivan, has 
show biz concept of carefully in- 
tegrated scenes, as part of the 
Paar Saturday nighter. 
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Continued from page 3 
planning an invasion 6f the the- 
atrical market, but feel there's 


coin to be made with careful plan- 
ning and selection. The film short- 
age, they note, will not be catas- 
with exhibs, foreign or 
otherwise, accepting every telepix 
offered. It'll have to be clicko 
product with hefty picture name 
values, 

Latter is especially important in 
countries where there’s a language 
barrier. Patrons in these countries 
still go for star names, and if a 
vidpix producer can offer top per- | 
sonalities, his chances for making | 
a sale, it’s noted, will be consider- | 
ably increased. Such pix names as} 
Boyer, Ronald Colman | 
Ann Sheridan already have 
appeared in half-hour telepix, and 
it’s these type of films that are re- | 
garded as especially marketable. 

Some vidpix packagers, current- | 
ly planning product, are keeping 
the theatrical aspects in the back 
of their minds. Bernard L. Schu- | 
bert, although launching a telepix 
“Topper” series, plans foreign the- 
atrical release following domestic 
TV distribution. Film starts shoot- 
ing Aug. 10 at the Sam Goldwyn 
Studio with Ann Jeffries, Robert 
Sterling, Leo G. Carroll and Lee 
Patrick in the top roles. Schubert 
feels it’s worth a try on an experi- 


|}mental basis ‘‘to see what's what.” 


He believes distribution can be 
handled adequately by indie dis- 
tribs abroad. 

Previously, effort to assemble | 
four Lucille Ball-Desi Arnaz “I 
Love Lucy” films into a full-length 
theatrical picture was dropped, 
when the team decided to make a 
picture for Metro. Similarly, NBCs’ 
idea of putting together the high- | 
lights of the Colgate Comedy 
collapsed when Abe Last- 











Indie Producers 
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idea was first proposed by SIMPP 
prexy Ellis G. Arnall, John G. 
McCarthy, former v.p. in charge 
of the MPAA’s international divi- 
sion, was prominently mentioned | 
as a possibility. However, Arnall 
said 
him. SIMPP foreign affairs, so far, 


,;have been handled by Arnall and 


himself had chucked the previews, | 


it was odd that he was dropping 
the project so suddenly, instead of 
tapering it off. He even advertised 
a couple of “coming attractions,” 
which now aren't going to go on. 

Film industry execs agree that 
the Sullivan tieup was weighted in 
their favor, even though they say 
that the clips were a strong draw- 


James Mulvey, 
tions prexy., 
Formation of 


Goldwyn Produc- 


the export group 
position to any foreign deals in- 
volving a subsidy arrangement. 
SIMPP was bitterly opposed to the 
talian pact on that account, and 
experts in the future, to be more 
active in interesting the U. S. gov- 
ernment in foreign pact qualifica- 
tions that are considered inimical 


;to the smaller producers. 


| 


MPAA spokesman last week had 
only a “no comment” on the 
SIMPP move. 


producer of | 





Monday (29). 
|is asking special terms for its 3-D 


| hibitor 


|Coast on another musical subject 


| Lantz 


Ferrer, Hepburn May Do 
Three Legiters As Films 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Jose Ferrer and Katharine Hep- 
burn will do an independent film 
version of Shakespeare’s “Taming 
of the Shrew” early next year, with 
discussions also going on for the 
pair to team on another two legit 
properties. Miss Hepburn may play 
the wife role in the film version of 
“The Shrike,” which Ferrer pro- 
duced, directed and starred in on 
Broadway, and to which he holds 
film rights. Ferrer may also join 

Miss Hepburn ,in “Millionaires: 
Both latter deals are still only in 


: ° 9 | > talking stage. 
| please both him and his sponsor, ns talking stage 


Ferrer reports in August 1 
Stanley Kramer at Columbia for 
“Caine Mutiny.” 





Rooney as Clown 
Hollywood, June 30 
Mickey Rooney will play one of 
the four clown roles in Columbia's 
3-D version*of De Vallon Scott's 
circus story, “Clowns With Baggy 


Pants,” exec producer Jerry Wald 
announced. Others will also be 
star names. 

Most Of the top clowns in the 


country will be tested for support- 
ing the film 1S 
scheduled to go into production in 
August. 


roles in which 
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in 3-D, this one featuring Toni 
Arden and Carlos Molinas’ orch., 
U is also handling the first Walter 
Technicolor 3-D_ cartoon, 
“Hypnotic Hick,” and expects to 
have more from the same source. 
U was the first company to lens its 
newsreel with a view to wide- 
screen treatment. 

“We don’t know how far this 
3-D will go, and so we don’t want 


to sink a lot of money into our 
stereo shorts,” Irving Sochin, U 
shorts sales head, said in N. Y. 


He confirmed that U 


subjects. 

Paramount says it'll have a 3-D 
Popeye in TC ready for release in 
October, the reel to be handled as 
a “special.” 

“The number of shorts to be 
made in 3-D will depend upon ex- 
and public acceptance of 
3-D,” according to the Par an- 
nouncement which set 60 one-reel- 
ers for 1953-54. 

RKO lineup 


included Disney's 


| “Melody” 3-Der now in release and 
| “Motor 


Rhythm,” a 3-D 
produced by RKO Pathe. 


subject 
Warner 


| Bros. is expected to make stereo 





| himself 


later SIMPP couldn't afford | 


; iS seen emphasizing the indies’ op- | 


shorts when production at its car- 
toon studio at the Coast is re- 
sumed. Columbia has a “3 Stooges” 
3-D reeler in release and another, 
“Pardon My Backfire,” coming up. 

Newsreels are all adjusting their 
photography to permit widescreen- 
ing. Lensing the news in 3-D is 
seen impractical at this moment, 
due to buikiness of the equipment, 














McDonnell Exits | 











ue Continued from page 3 
president Eric A. Johnston, Me- 
Donnell, it’s understood, has gone 
through formal motions of re- 
questing the bowout as a prelim- 
inary to taking a job at the request 
of President Eisenhower. 
McDonnell presumably will align 
with U. S. State Dept. 
operations in Tokyo. He has been 


| intimately acquainted with the Far 


East over the years. 
MPAA has yet to take action on 


| McDonnell’s requested ankling but 


this appurently will be forthcom- 
ing. In addition to the Eisenhower 


bid, a factor influencing his de- 
parture from the pic trade, its 
said, is the MPAA budgetary lim- 


itation. 








Rossen Back © 
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1949, and “The Brave Bulls,” both 
at Columbia. 

Rossen has .been given a clean 
bill of pelitical health by close ob- 
servers of the House group’s pro- 
ceedings in past. George Sokolsky, 
Hearst columnist, who has been in 
the same camp with outfits such as 


ithe American Legion, stated yes- 


terday (Tues.) that “Rossen is 
100% all right. His testimony was 
the best given. There's nothing 


} wrong with Rossen,” 
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Film Row 
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NEW YORK 


Ab Weisbord, Metro’s associate 
art director, designed format for 
Motion Picture Assn. of America’s 
36-page annual report. 

Archie Cohen upped from sales- 


min to branch manager of WB 
Montreal ( hanve 

Prize winne! n Republic’s dis- 
trict mal! er bonu drive, an- 
nounced by sales topper C. Bruce 
Newberry. were Jack Flax, metro- 
politan district; Sam  Seplowin, 
eastern. district: Harold Laird, 
southern distrie; Ken Weldon 
midwestern district, and Jack Par- 
tin. western district. These first- 
place wv f et a trip to Holly- 
V 0) 

CHICAGO 

World Playhouse booked “Seven 
Deadly Sins” for July 11 

Loring \V Sittler istant to 
Jaime Coston, in hospital afte 
heart attack 

Eleanor Lebovitz joined staff of 
IFE last week 

Return to Paradise” into State- 
Lake on July 23 extended-run 

Alamo Theatre case set for Jan 
4 1954. by Judge Samuel Perry. 

Colonial Theatre, Astoria, Tl., 
and Kendall of Farmer City clos- 
ing for summer 

Jack Rose named chairman of 


amusements division of Combined 
Jewish Appeal Emmanuel Smer- | 
ling, of Confection Cabinets Corp., | 
named vice-chairman of trades, in 
dustries and professions group 
Chief Barker Johnny Jones re- 
ecived plaque on behalf of Variety 


Club from La Rabida Sanitarium 
in appreciation for $300,000 the 
club raised for La Rabida in last 


10 year: 


MINNEAPOLIS 


After losing out on subsequent 
run prereleases ot ‘Andersen,’ 
“Salome” and “Peter Pan,” United 
Paramount Theatres grabbed. off 
“Moulin Rouge’ on competitive 
bids for its ace nabe Uptown, get 
ting it away from indie St. Louis 
Park 

W R. Frank, producer-circuit 
owner, discharged from Northwest- 


ern hospital after a lengthy illness 
During past several months 
downtown theatres have held at 








BROADWAY ANGELS, 
INC. 
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Price 50c a Share 


Consult your broker or write 
or phone for a prospectus to 


BROADWAY ANGELS, INC. 


29 W. 65th St.. New York 23 
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least two 3-D pictures simultane- 
ously : 


latter in fourth week. 

The 100 Twin Drive-In, first of 
Minneapolis-St. Paul area ozoners, 
to play a 3-D pic, “Day in Country” 


short. 


life in the first world war. 
Bob Knetton, contact manager 


4! first Pittsburgh soldier to lose his | 


| 


for Stanley Warner circuit who| 


came down from Cleveland a year 
ago when that zone was absorbed 


| by the Pittsburgh office, resigned 


| 


Currently they are “Arena” | 
and “It Came From Outer Space,” | 


| 


The 7-Hi Drivein again this sum- | 


Grace 
Sunday 


mer being turned over to 
Presbyterian church for 
morning outdoor services. 

Harry Sears, transferred from 
Chicago, new Metro exploiter hére, 
replacing Tom Letcher who re- 
signed to go With WMIN-TV. 

As a bally, Metro’s Irving Ful- 
dauer and Paramount circuit’s Ev 
leased a streetcar and cov 
ered it with “Arena” banners and 
other ad motter, running it ove! 
all the Minneapolis and St. Paul 
lines 

Frank N. Phelps, for many years 
in charge of Warner Bros. Theatres 
labor relations, who died recently, 
at one time managed two Mort 
Singer Orpheum theatres here. 

Owners of Arion, local neighbor- 
hood house recently relinquished 
by Paramount circuit, readying it 
for reopening, 

North Central Allied continuing 
to prod territory’s exhibitors to 
keep up fight to knock out federal 
20% admission tax, pleading with 


Seibel 


| 


them not to become discouraged by | 


“temporary” adverse developments. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Herman Scott took over 
Academy Theatre. 

Kill Doyle, former salesman for 
Republic Pictures, is new city 
salesman for United Artists, re- 
placing Stanley Kositsky, who was 


the 


named manager of company’s Buf-| and Benton 


falo exchange, 

Bob Hanover received list of 10 
additional Paramount Theatres to 
survey for installation of his new 
large-screen Photorama. 

\ielvin Fox and Neil Hellman 
launched Roosevelt Drive-In near 
Langhorne, June 26 with a Holly- 
wood opening. 

MacDonald Carey in town to help 
plug opening of “Hannah 
which bowed at Fox June 26, and 
to visit in-laws on Main Line. 

Film version of 
Blue” got green light from State 
Censor Mrs. Edna 
pite Legion of Decency nix. 

Bob Hanover made overnight in- 


stallation of his large-screen Photo- | Mattoon, 
process in Penn-Paramount | 


rama 
Theatre, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
opening of “Beast from 
Fathoms” which started June 25. 


PITTSBURGH 
| City’s biggest nabe, the Enright, 
| with nearly 4,000 seats, closed 
recently for first time since house 
opened 25 years ago. Stanley War- 
ner executives decided to shutter 
rather than keep on absorbing 
heavy losses theatre has been hay- 
jing of late. Chain has two other 
houses in that area, Regent and 
| Sheridan Square. Enright was 
‘named after Thomas F. Enright, 


for 











GREAT MOTION PICTURES 


ARE PROCESSED BY Dathé 


JAY BONAFIELD. 


Executive Vice Pres. 
> 


RKO-Pathé, Inc., says: 


“We have never settled for less 
than the best. We use Pathe Labs. 


services We 


dependabili 





Laboratorie 


RKO-Pathe’s 1 i product 
includes the best in theatrical 
and industrial shorts, as well 


as such specials as OPERATION 
A-BOMB and its HEAVYWEIGHT 
FIGUT PICTURSS 


, 
Both New York and Hollywood Have C 
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Pathd Laboratories, Inc. is a subsidi 


COLOR e 


“When it comes to film laboratory 


have never settled for 


anything less than the best in skill and 


ty. Consequently, we have 


never settled for less than Pathé 


” 
$i 





plete : In thé Laboratory Facilities 
BLACK AND WHITB 
ary of Chesapeake Industries, Ine 
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| 
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| 





| 
| 
| 
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“The Moon is} 


| 


20,000 | 





and bought a home in Connecticut. 
No successor named yet. 

Model Theatre in Lawrenceville 
district, under lease to Warners 


2 vears ] Mrs. Anna} ” 
for 22 years, sold by Mrs /99)—"Raiders of Seven Seas” (UA). 


and A. 
modeled into a store. 
not in operation for 
two years. 

Floyd Klingensmith, Columbia 
salesman. elected president of 
newly-organized Hilltop Amus. 
Corp., which recently purchased 
Sunset View Drive-In. 

Ernest (Bunny) Lieberman did 
not renew his lease on the Smith 
Theatre in Barnesboro, and Ver- 
non Amus. Co owner of. the 
Vernon there, 
house. 

Roger 
Mano 


Joseph and re- 
House was 
more 


Rosen 


was with the 
assisting 


Jarr, who 
organization, 1S 


|Last week, 


than 


| 


has taken over the | 


| 


Jernard Buchheit in the manage-|} 
ment of the latter’s new Rustic 
Drive-In on Greensburg-Mt. Pleas- 


ant Road. 
Emile J. 
manager of the 


Ouellette resigned 
Adams in Canton. 


He had been associated with 
house since 1939. 
Alvin Seiler, owner of the Vox 


in Ligonier, also leased the Ligon- 
ier Theatre, tormerly operated by 
Clayde S. Waugaman, from Alex 


Alexis. 

Jimmy Nash, Jr., for several 
seasons manager of the Wexford 
Starlite Drive-In, in which his 
father has an interest, has gone 
with National Screen. 





ST. LOUIS 


Windstorms that swept through 
Illinois last week severely dam- 
aged ozoners, Curtis Dowen’'s 
drive-in between McLeansboro 
being hardest hit. 

Russell C. More shuttered his 
Prairie, Prairie du Rocher, IL., for 


| indefinite period. 


Kerasotes Theatres, headed 
Gus Kerasotes, Springfield 
lighted new ozoner 
Havana and Rantoul, Ill. 
Ben Barney succeeded Howard 
Myers as manager of Valentine, 


by 
Ill., 
between 


Lee,” | Macon, Mo. 


More than 80 houses in St. Louis 
trade area equipped for 3-D film 
snowings. 

The Lovington, 


Lovington, IIl., 


. Carroll des- | Owned by Arthur Diller, shuttered 


for summer. 
Roy Adrian acquired the Rickey, 


Ill., at bankruptcy sale. 
House formerly was operated by 
Walter and J. Mullaney, former 
have recently been’ killed’ in 
Korea. 


A. T. Wohlert relighted his Main, 
Altamount, Ill. House was dark 
for almost a year. 


LOS ANGELES 
Universal will release “Ring 
Around the Clock,” Italian produc- 

tion with English subtitles. 
Mike Frankovich closed a deal 


with RKO for release of “De- 
cameron Nights,”’ made in Spain 
with Joan Fontaine and _ Louis 


Jourdan starred. 


KANSAS CITY 


Paramount will have three days 





of personals to plug “Let's Do It! cars; 85)—‘Snows of Kilimanjaro” | 
Aldo Ray,| (20th) and “Dalton Women” (In- | 
Mona Knox and Rose Marie Bowie | die). 


Again” opening July 2. 


due in from Coast to do p.a.s. 


Dickinson opened its new Lea-! ‘Black Narcissus” 


wood Drive-In south of town Fri- 
day (26) with hoopla including 
washing-machine’ giveaway’ and 
prizes. Third major ozoner to open 
here recently. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


(Continued from page 8) 
300. Last week, “Beast From 20.- 
000 Fathoms” (WB), $8,300. 

Mayfair (Evergreen) (1,500: 65- 
90’\—"‘Raiders Seven Seas” (UA) 
and “Phantom From Space” (In- 
die). Fine $5,500. Last week, “Jack 
McCall, Desperado” (Col) and 
“Prince os Pirates’ (Col), $4,000. 

Oriental (Evergreen) (2,000; 65- 
90\—““Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) 
and “Man on Tightrope” (20th). 
So-so $2,500. Last week, “Scared 
Stiff” (Par) and “The Vanquished” 
(Par) (2d wk), $2.900. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750: 65- 
90\—“‘Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) 
and “Man on Tightrope” (20th). 
Good $6,500 or over. Last week, 
“Scared Stiff’ (Par) and “Van- 
quished” (Par) (2d wk), $6,800. 

Paramount (Evergreen) (3,400: 
75-$1.10\—""The Maze” (AA) and 
“Loose in London” (AA). Nice $9.- 
000 or close. Last week, “Ambush 
at Tomahawk” (Col) and “Serpent 
of Nile’ (Col), $6,800. 

United Artists (Parker) (890: 
65-90) — “Dangerous When Wet” 
(M-G). Slow $6.000 or less. Last 





week, “Scandal at Scourie” (M-G), | oke \ aaa for second consecutive 
week, 


$4,600. 


as | 


the | 


} 








| 


| 


| 





| 


i “South Sea Woman” (WB) 


| “Seared Stiff’ (Par). 





Picture 


Grosses 














PHILADELPHIA 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Take Me to Town” 


(1,200; 50- 


(U), $11,000. 


Goldman (Goldman) 


Good $10,000. Last week, “Pony 
Express” (Par), $13,000. 

Mastbaum (SW) (4,360; 90-$1.25) 
—‘Shane” (Par) (5th wk). Off 
to $11.000. Last week, nice $17,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) ‘1,000; 90- 
$1.30)—"Story of Three Loves” 
(M-G) (4th wk). Fine $9,000. Last 


| week, $11,000. 


Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 99- 
$1.30)—‘Came from Outer Space” 
U). Smash $29,000. Last week, 
“Fort Ti’ (Col) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Stanley SW) (2.900: 50-99)— 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB). Fast $17,000. Last week, 
2d wk), 
$9,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,473; 50-99)— | 
“Maze” (AA). Fat $10,000 or near. 
Lest week, ‘‘Loose in London” 
(AA) and “Count the Hours” 
(RKO), $6,500. 

Trans-Lax (T-L) (500; 90-$1.50)— 
“Moulin Rouge” (UA) (16th wk). 
Big $8,000. Last week, $8,300. 





DETROIT 


(Continued from page 9 
Fathoms” ‘WB) and “Marksman” 
(Lip), $24,000. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; 70-95)— 
“Beast from 20,000 Fathoms” (WB) 
and ‘‘Marksman” (Lip) m.o. from 
Palms). Fair $9,000. Last week, 
“Fort Apache” (RKO) and “Blood 
on Moon” (RKO) (reissues), $6,500. 

United Artists (UA) (1,938; 70-95) 
—‘‘Farmer Takes Wife” (20th) and 


“Son Belle Starr’ (AA). Oke 
$11,000. Last week, “Scandal at 
Scourie” (M-G) and “Remains To 


Be Seen” (M-G), $9,200. 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 95-$1.20) 
—‘Arena” (M-G). Good $11,000. 
Last week, “Girl Had Everything” 
(M-G), $5,000. 

Broadway-Capitol (Korman) (3,- 
500; 70-95)—“Glory Brigade” (20th) 





and “Powder River” (20th). Oke | 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Column 
South” (U) and “Outpost in 


Malaya” (UA), $10,000. 

Music Hall (Cinerama Produc- 
tions) (1,236; $1.40-$2.80)—‘Cine- 
rama” (Indie) (15th wk) 
$27,500. Last week, $27,700. 


| 
Smash | 


DENVER 


(Continued from page 9) 
die). Good $7,000. Last week, 
“Column South” (U) and “Black 
Narcissus” (U) (reissues), $5.500. | 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600: 50-85)— | 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB) and “Rebel City” (AA) (2d) 
wk). Off to $6,000. Last week, 
big $14,500. 

Paramount (Wolfberg) (2,200; 50-) 


85) — “Snows of Kilimanjaro”, 
(20th) and “Dalton Women” (In- 
die). Neat $10,000. Last week, | 


“Column South” (U) and “Black | 
Narcissus” (U) (reissue), $11,500. | 

Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 50-85)\—“Son 
of Belle Starr” (AA) and “Cow 
Country” (AA). Poor $4,500. Last | 
week, “Woman They Almost} 
Lynched” (Rep) and “Perilous | 
Journey” (Rep), $6,000. 

Valley Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1,000 | 


Good $7,000 or over. Last 
week, “Column South” (U) and| 
(U) (reissue), 
$5.500. 

Vogue (Pike) (442; 80-$1.20) —| 
“Queen Is Crowned” (U) (3d wk). 
Down to $2,000. Last week, big | 
$5.000. 

Webber (Foxd (750; 50-85) —!| 
“Son Belle Starr’ (AA) and “Cow 
Country” (AA). Lean $2,500. Last 
week, “Woman Almost Lynched” 
‘Rep) and “Perilous Journey” 
(Rep), $3,000. 


WASHINGTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
Last week, “Split Second” (RKO), 
$6,500. 

Metropolitan (SW) (1,200; 55-85) | 
—Tarzan She Devil” (RKO). Mild; 
$3,600 or near. Last week, “Silver 
Whip” (20th), $4,000. 

Palace (Loew's) (2,370: 55-85) — 
Lively $17,- 
000, but not up to Lewis & Martin 
par. Last week, “Story of Three 
Loves” (M-G), brisk $16,000. 

Playhouse ‘Lopert) (435; 55-$1) 
—"Lili” (M-G) (3d wk). Steady 
$6.000 after less than hoped for 
$6.500 last week, and holds. 

Warner (SW) (2.174; 55-85) — 
“Beast From 20,000 Fathoms” 
(WB). Solid $12,000 or close. 
Last week, “Desert Song” (WB), 





$11,500. 
Trans-Lux (T-L) (600; 90-$1:25) 
—‘Salome” (Col) (12th-final wk). 


Winds up three-month run with 


ee ——————————— 


Peter Pan’ Tall $24,000, 
Toronto; ‘Titanic’ 14 


Toronto, June 30. 

Heat wave is hurting biz gener- 
ally but “Peter Pan” is smash at 
Imperial with six-stint grind. On 
newcomers, “Titanic” is in second 
place to hefty returns while ‘Man 
on Tightrope” so-so at two houses 
Of holdovers, ‘Francis Covers Big 
Town” is okay in second Upto 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Crest, Downtown, Glendale, 
State (Taylor) (863; 1,059; 955; 69 
35-60)—“‘Rogue’s March” M-G 
and “Code Two” (M-G) Oke 
$15,000. Last week, ‘“Colu 
South” (U) and “Glass Wall’ (1 
$14.000. 

Eglinton, University (FP) (1.080 


| 1,556; 40-75)—“Man on Tightrope” 


(20th). So-so $9,000. Last 
“Blue Gardenia” (WB), same 
Hyland (Rank) (1,350; 50-85 


week 


, 


|“Moulin Rouge’ (UA) (8th wk), 
Nice $6,000. Last week, near- 
capacity $9,000. 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-75) — 


“Peter Pan” (RKO). Smash $24. 
000. Last week, “Pony Express’ 
(Par), $9,000 

Loew’s (Loew) 
“Never Let Me Go” 
Holding at good $13,000. 
week, $17,500. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90) 
“Titanic” (20th). Big $14,000. 
Last week, “Queen Is Crowned” 
(U) (3d wk), $15,000. 


(2,096; 40-75) 
(M-G) (2d wk). 
Last 


— 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-75) — 
“Light Silvery Moon” (WB) (2d 
wk). Fair $7,000. Last week, 
$10,000. 


Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-75) — 
“Francis Covers Big Town” (U) 
(2d wk), Oke $6,000. Last week, 
$9,500. 


‘Caesar’ to Get Two-A-Day 
Exhib in Hub, Chicago 


Based on a successful launching 
“Julius Caesar’ in New York 
a two-a-day policy, Metro is 





of 
on 


'setting up a similar pattern for 
|engagements in other cities. 


Two additional openings ar e 
planned for late August, with Chi- 


|cago and Boston slated to receive 


the picture. Like New York, where 
“Caesar” is playing the Booth 
Theatre, a Shubert house, film will 
be set up in Shubert legit theatres 
in both Chi and Boston. 














SHOW PEOPLE ARE 
“bo PEOPLE 


And for the past seventy-five years i 
our Judson Division has seen to it 
that whenever they go coast to 
coast, their household goods, trunks, 
personal effects, and automobiles 
are shipped to their new spot! 


We are specialists in this type of 


moving and offer fast dependable 
cross-country service at low rates 
between points east of the Missis- 
sippi and the West Coast. When- 
ever you move cross-country, see 
your telephone directory f ir nearest 
National Carloading office or write 


Judson Forwarding 


NATIONAL CARLOADING 
CORPORATION 


19 Rector Street, New York 6, N. Y. 
| BOwling Green 9-8300 
ED RR eI 
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150 
CITIES! 


(32 Exchange Centers 
and all Key Cities) 
Booked by 
Top Circuits 
of America! 

It will play 
250 engagements 
in first 3 weeks, 
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A FIRST FOR M-G-M! 
Big Entertainment! 

For the first time in its history Theatre Arts Magazine devotes its cover 
(the cover art is shown above) and nine inside pages to a motion picture. It’s 





“MAIN STREET TO BROADWAY,” soon to electrify all show business! 


GREATEST STAR ATTRACTION OF ALL TIME! 


M-G-M’'s Dramatic Love Story of Show Business With Famed Stars Playing True-Life Roles! 


“MAIN STREET TO BROADWAY” 


A LESTER COWAN Production 
Starring 


TALLULAH BANKHEAD. HELEN HAYES 
ETHEL BARRYMORE JOSHUA LOGAN 
; LIONEL BARRYMORE MARY MARTIN 
GERTRUDE BERG AGNES MOOREHEAD 
SHIRLEY BOOTH LILLI PALMER 
LOUIS CALHERN RICHARD RODGERS 
LEO DUROCHER HERB SHRINER 
FAYE EMERSON JOHN VAN DRUTEN 
OSCAR.HAMMERSTEIN It CORNEL WILDE 
REX HARRISON with TOM MORTON - MARY MURPHY 


Screen Play. by SAMSON RAPHAELSON » ¢ Story by ROBERT E. SHERWOOD © Directed by TAY GARNETT’ 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Release, 


uniiiieeainauasibindla see. ~~ 








("MOGAMEBO" means "The Greatest!"'} 
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Producers Rush To Defense Of 


Repeats as Lifeblood’ of Industry 


Top vidpix producers this week¢ 


entered the “summer repeat” con- 
troversy with declarations that re- 
peats and residuals are the “‘life- 
blood” of the vidpix industry and 
that any attempt to eliminate 
them would prove harmful not 
only to the producers and net- 
works but to the stations them- 
seives 
Producers’ arguments in favor 
of repeats broke down this way: 


(1) Under present listening pat- | 


terns it’s impossible, @ven in 
single-station markets for every- 
one to have caught a show its first 


time around, and in the case of | 
large number of programs, chances | 


are that most of the audiences will 
be undunplicated. 

(2) Present advertising budg- 
ets are so constituted that the 


sponsor only pays part of the pro- | 


duction cost of a film, with pro- 
ducer depending on repeats and 


residuals to get him off the nut 


and into the black. 

(3) With present mounting 
costs. advertisers are carefully 
nursing their budgets, and elimina- 
tion of repeats and residuals would 
mean either poorer 
quality or fewer sponsored shows, 
with the stations hurt in both in- 
stances. 

(4) Ratingwise, the summer re- 
peats are holding up well in com- 
parison to wintertime originals. 

(5) Most repeats are over a 
vear old, and some of the very sta- 
tions who have been protesting the 


summer repeats have bought syn- | 


dicated reruns on their own that 
are just a year old. 
Jack Gross’ Defense 
Jack Gross, topper of Gross 
Krasne Productions, in N. Y. last 
week for production meetings 
with Lever Bros. on “Big Town,” 
points out that in the case of prac- 
tically all network filmed shows, 
sponsor only pays part of the nut 
—jin the case of “Big Town,” Lever 
puts up about $13,000 out of the 
$20,000 per show production cost, 
with reruns and residuals getting 
the producer in the black. 


“If all the stations were to ban | 


repeats,” says Gross, “the spon- 
sors would still keep the same 
budgets in effect, and one of two 
things would happen. Either they'd 
insist on the same number of 
shows, in which case we'd have 
to turn out the show at the 


figure the advertiser pays us, or | 


the advertiser would cut down on 
the number of films. In either 
case, the station will suffer; in 
the former case, he'd have poor 
product—you can’t turn out a 
$20,000 film for $13,000 and not 
suffer in quality, or in the latter, 
he'd get less compensation from 
the networks because the spon- 
sored show would be on only 26 
weeks instead of 52 weeks. This 


business of repeats works both | 


Ways, you know.” 


Guedel's 3 In Top 10 
John Guedel, who turns out 
“You Bet Your Life,” the Groucho 
Marx quiz which has set the pat- 
tern for summer repeats on both 
radio and TV, points out that last 
summer, he had three shows in the 


production | 





‘Screen Gems’ 506 Backlog 


Of ‘Ford Theatre’ Vidpix. 


Hollywood, June 30. 
A record backlog of 25 scripts 
repping an investment of approxi- 
mately $50,006 has been prepared 
by Screen Gems for its new “Ford 
Theatre” series of 39 vidpix. 


most of its original material from 
the slicks, avoiding public domain 
where a good many video pro- 
ducers find their pickings. 

Irving Starr is producer of the 
series, and second year has just 
gotten under way, with vidpix be- 
ing canned for fall start. 





Vidpix Syndication 


A Frankenstein ? 


Alan I. Post, prez of Post Films 
Inc., N. Y., warned this week that 
“monopoly control is developing in 
| vidfilm syndication that threatens 
|to become a film-buyer’s Franken- 
; Stein.” Post distributes a series of 
|“‘Lum 'n’ Abner” feature films and 
i“Scattergood Baines” feature films, 
starring Guy Kibbee, sold in over 
35 TV markets, as well as some 400 
titles in 16m film libraries syndi- 
|eated to sefools, churches and 
| clubs. 

He points out that large group- 
buying of vidfilms on the part of 
stations is forcing small distribu- 
tors out of the field, with the pros- 
pect that “buyers will be at the 
;mercy of those few large organiza- 
| tions remaining.” He says that, if 
| buyers wish a healthy competitive 
| situation, they should give both 
|large and small distributors a 
jchance to offer their product, 
rather than restricting their deals 
to a small coterie of salesmen. 





At least 50° of the new TV) 


| Stations,” he warns, “have already 
/contracted for some 1,000 features 
in libraries which will take them a 


couple of years to run. Other syn- | 


| 

| dicators won't have a chance.” He 
| points out, too, there is a danger in 
| the tiein principle of group-buying, 
| whereby “to get 10 films you want, 
'vou have to take 30 vou don't want, 
|or may not even be able to use.” 





Sy Weintraub to Coast 

Sy Weintraub, veepee in charge 
of sales for Motion Pictures for 
Television, N. Y., 
Coast this week for a four-week 
stay there. 

He said it was ‘very possible” 
he would scout around for addi- 
; tional feature films to be added to 
his company’s present library of 
| 1,000. 


Top 10, ratingwise, and all of them | 


were repeats. They were the T\ 


and AM versions of “Life.” and | 
“People Are Funny” on AM. In, 


(Continued on page 34) 


TV Proving Aid To 


Pix Art Directors 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Television is a boon to the So- 
ciety of Motion Picture Art Di- 
rectors, with only about 10° o1 
its 150 members jobless. Exee Sec- 
retary No Lowenstein reports 
that about 30 members are work- 
ing in live television and Vidpix. 
with the number expected to jump 
when live production resumes in 
the fall. 

Lowenstein said new agreement 
goes into effect July 15 on such 
shows as “Lucy,” 
cally the same sets but require 
weekly servicing calling for em- 
ployment of art directors 39 weeks 
at a weekly retainer of $225. Scale 
for indies and other vidpix pro- 
ducers is $400. 


which have basi- 


The major Hollywood § studios 
won't release their dammed-up 
hoards of feature films to TV sta- 
tions for another seven years. Even 


; then, if 3-D has enhanced their eco- | 


nomie position to the point where 
they remain financially in the 
black, they will still put off selling 
to video for several years more. 
That’s the analysis of Arthur 
(Arche) Mayers, prez of Unity Tele- 
| vision Corp., N. Y., which has over 
$5.000.000 invested in more than 


1.000 feature films, two-reel come-. 
dies and serials for TV. Since its | 


recent $1.000.000 acquisition of its 
“80 Plus” package of feature films 
from Major Attractions, Ine., Unity 
is the biggest distributor of feature 
films for TV. It has also made 
Len Firestone national sales man- 
ager this week, to launch “80 Plus” 
and scout new sites for Unity 
branch offices. 

“As long as the major studios 
are not in the red ink they won't 
sell to TV,” Mayers said in an 
interview this week. “And right 
now, thanks to 40°) of their reve- 
nue coming from the foreign mar- 
ket, they're still in the black.” 

Mayers derided the trade “gos- 


Columbia telepix. subsid buvs 


Monopoly Control’ 


planes to the | 


‘ e b ] 7 
Cisco’ Rolls Again 
Hollywood, June 30. 

Production was resumed last 
week on Ziv TV’s “Cisco Kid” 
series, with Duncan Renaldo, the 
lead, still in Cedars of Lebanon 
Hospital, where he’s recovering 
from a broken neck suffered in an 
accident on location recently. 

Leo Carrillo, Renaldo’s_ series 
sidekick, and others in the cast 
worked, and Ziv plans fill-in shots 
with Renaldo when he’s okay. 


BEN FOX VEEPEESHIP 
IN ROLAND REED SETUP 


Hollywood, June 30. 

M. Bernard (Ben) Fox, who 
joined the Roland Reed Produc- 
tions, Ine., two months ago, has 
been named veepee of the Beverly 
Hills firm. 
| Fox affiliated with Reed for pro- 
| duction and sale of two teleseries 
he created, “Waterfront,” family 
situation adventure starring Pres- 
ton Foster, and “Men of Justice,” 
an anthology mystery series star- 
ring Gene Lockhart in the first 
play. Formerly assistant manager 
'of programming and production for 
DuMont and WABD, N. Y., Fox left 
the net to form his own company, 
Fox Television Productions, which 
ihe maintains for creation and de- 
| velopment of original tele shows. 
| Pilot film of “Men of Justice” 
| has just been completed, with the 
| first “Waterfront” film due to be 
finished next week. Fox will plane 
| to New York second week of July 
| to talk over sale of the two shows 
| with Ben Frye, general sales man- 
|ager of United Television Pro- 
|} grams, which has a new exclusive 
|sales hookup with the Reed firm 








Ozzie Nelson Sets 


} 


| Own Vidpix Outfit 


| Hollywood, June 30. 


| Ozzie Nelson has formed his own 
| vidpix company and will shoot his 





ventures of Ozzie and Harriet,” at 
General Service Studios beginning 
Aug. 1. 


| Nelson, who also directs and co- | 
stars in the series with his wife | 


Harriet Hilliard, is prepping scripts 
for the ncw series which starts on 
ABC radio and tele Sept. 16. 


| production supervisor on the vid- 
| pix. 


King Sets UA Deal 
On Blinkey Distribution 


Murray King, producer of the 
new telefilm series “Adventure of 
| Blinkey,” has signed with United 
| Artists to distribute the merchan- 
dising show, product of Blinkey 
| Productions, Inc. Show made de- 
but last Monday (29) on WJAC-TY, 
Johnstown, Pa. 

| Show has actor Michale Mann 
leading into marionette action 
staged by Sylvia Meredith, Donald 
‘Somers and Michael Dietrich. 











a hiatus. 


serving notice that, because of 


decision of CBS-TV last year to 
“Amos ’n’ Andy” vidfilm series 





ABC-TV telefilm series, “The Ad-| 


Leo Pepin will rep ABC-TV as} 


More Station Beefs on ‘Repeats’ 


The cry from the one-station TV markets in the hinterlands 
over repeat of filmed video shows continued to mount last week 
The protest was sparked by Walter Damm, the general factotum 
of Milwaukee’s WTMJ, who squawked to the networks that audi 
ences were beefing over the playbacks, now a familiar summer 
habit, when the clients ease off on expenditures and talent take< 


Last week two additional major outlets took sides with Damn— 
WHAM-TV in Rochester, N. Y. 


; and WNBR in Syracuse, both 
negative audience reaction, they 


want no part of network repeats within a year’s span. 
Initial feeling against the quick repeats was generated by the 


reprise the first 26 weeks of t} 
before going into the second 26. 


week series. In defense of the practice, CBS-TV points to 
rating records revealing that the shows copped a bigger audier 


the second time around. Subsequently, others have joined in 
“twice within a year” repeat practice against which the stat 


| 
} 
| 
| are now beefing. 














Dennis Day to Film 


Still another comic is making | 


the live-to-film transition. This 
time it’s Dennis Day, whose Fri- 
day at 8 series on NBC-TV is 
sponsored by RCA. 

Day returns under the same 
| sponsorship auspices, same time, 
next season. 


$D Retooling No 
Aid in TY Famine; 
Pix Stay Scarce 


The possible wholesale retooling 
of the pix industry for 3-D and 
| widescreen films is not causing any 
|undue jubilation among the film 
buyers for tele. 

Feature film market for tele is 
rough, and will continue to be so 
for a long time while the Holly- 








wood majors keep their recent re- | 


leases in vaults. 

Buyers for tele hold out little 
hope that a complete switchover 
to 3-D and widescreen will prompt 
the pix makers to unload their 
backlog of releases. The world 
market, the buyers point out, will 
still be a “flattie’ outlet years after 
the U. S. goes widened in many 
dimensions, if it does. Besides, a 
dumping will mean a depression of 
prices. Release of the old flats, it’s 
believed, will be done gradually to 
assure top coin, 

The technical revolution in pix, 
therefore, is not affecting the tele- 
pix market and is not apt to for 
| years. Problem right now for tele 
| stations is to assure the feeding 





|of the great demand in which any | 


{one local station, having more 
'than 1,000 scheduled film slots to 
| be filled, requires about 400 new 
| releases annually to keep viewers 
(Continued on page 34) 





sip and hunches,” speculating on 
the imminent sale of films from 
Hollywood vaults, as so much 
moonshine. He said he recently, for 
example, offered David O. Selznick 
an advance of $2,500,000 for TV 
| release of the indie producer's 18 
films, including such titles as “The 


Parradine Case” and “Spellbound.” | 


He told Selznick, ‘“‘But vou've got 
to work fast on the deal.” Selznick 
replied, “You mean before the ceil- 
ing falls down? Before the majors 
let loose in TV, decreasing the 
present scarcity prices?” 

Selznick’s Nix 
Mayers said they both then 
agreed this threat was “a false 
spectre whooped up by over-eager 
TV film” distributors.” Selznick 
nixed the deal anyway. 

Mayers maintains that feature 
films for TV are “getting scarcer 
and scarcer,” but he sees no way 
of easing the shortage. Such is the 
acute demand, he was able to sell 
his “80 Plus” package—which in- 
cludes such titles as Vivien Leigh 
in “Anna Karenina,” Paulette God- 
dard in ‘An Ideal Husband” and 
Marilyn Monroe in “Dangerous 
Years’—to 12 TV stations in a 
brief. 10 days since he acquired it. 

It's his estimation that Holly- 


TV’s 7-Year Feature Pix Itch 


wood indie producers, like S. P. 
| Eagle, Hal Roach, Benedict Bo- 
;}geaus and David Selznick, have 
between them less than 100 pri- 
vately owned feature films. They 
will hold onto these A pictures, he 
, believes, as long as they can keep 
reissuing them to exhibitors. 

As for the major studios, he 


said it would be ‘‘senseless” for | 


| them to sell films to TV, as long 
as they have a financial interest in 
25° of the Ist-run theatres in the 


U. S. He said, while he was ac-| 


customed to grossing $25,000 to 
$40,000 per picture from a station 


in two years, or grossing $24,000 | 


to $150.000 per package for 300 
runs in one year, a major is accus- 
tomed to thinking in terms of 
$4,000,000. 

“Even seven years from now, when 
the number of TV stations will 
have more than tripled,” he said, 
“economics of the TV market will 
make the majors hesitate about 
turning their back on the exhib- 
itors. That’s because most of the 
big cities are already covered with 
TV stations, and all the new ones 
will go into smaller markets. To- 
day, as it is, we're already reject- 
ing small-market stations that want 
to offer $20 for a feature film.” 


Ziv Plans Own $2,500,000 H'wood 


Studio For Vidpix, Transcriptions 


Hollywood, June 30 
| To solidify its production 
distribution of films for Ty 
transcribed programs for 1 
the Frederic Ziv Co. has ord: 
| blueprints for its own studio in 
the Valley hard by Hollywood and 
earmarked a budget of around 
| $5,000,000 for the dual out; 
over the next fiscal year. Site | 
its plant will embrace some 3) 
acres and cost approximat: 
$2,500,000. 


Herbert Gordon, veepee in 
charge of production, has set the 
expanded operation in motion af- 
ter a series of meetings in N. Y. 
with Ziv and John L. Sinn, prez 
of Ziv Television. Construction 
the new studio is expected to cet 
under way late this year. Ziv's 
lease on the California studio 
present base of operations, has 
two and a half years to go. 
| One of the major picture stu 
| OS, according to Gordon, has 0 
| fered Ziv three sound stages un- 
der long lease, with the added 
|centive of giving Ziv distribution 
| rights to its old films should they 
be made available to TV. Ti 
overture was spurned because of 
| Ziv’s plans for its own studio. 





| Under the augmented produc- 

tion setup, three new TV series 
| Will be launched, each in blocks of 
| 39, and to aggregate a cost of 
| $3,000,000. One will be a situa- 
|tion comedy but the others have 
inot yet been determined. All 
|three will use star names from 
|pictures, radio and TV. Radio 
| budget will exceed last year’s ou 
jlay by $1,500,000 with two new 
| series coming up in the fall to sup- 
| plement the current schedule. 

It is considered likely that Ziv 
| Will move his national headquar- 
ters here from Cincinnati after the 
plant is completed. Inasmuch as 
the bulk of the company’s prod- 
uct originates here, the shipping 
will definitely be moved here. In 
| addition to stages and other pro- 
/duction facilities, the new studio 
| will also have a laboratory for the 
‘development of new TV tech- 
| niques. 

More than 1,500 radio stations 
are now being serviced with Ziv 
jradio and TV product. It’s sub- 
sidiary, World Broadcasting, alone 

(Continued on page 34) 


Sets Deal for 177 
Religioso Telepix 


Jaeger & Jessen advertising 
agency, Chicago, reported 
week that it is negotiating wi 
'Good News Productions, Chest 
Springs, Pa., to produce 177 re- 
ligious vidfilms, five, 10 and 1>- 
minutes long. 

Agency’s promotion direct 
Joe Seiferth, formerly a producer 
with the DuMont network ; 
Liberty Broadcasting Co.. : 
flack for WJZ, N. Y., said the 
telepix would be sponsored nat 
ally by clients of the agency, 
National Assn. of Evangelicals 
various inter-faith religious gr" 

The telepix, to be entit! 
“March of Freedom,’ will ¢ 
memorate the sever freed 
listed in the 24th Psalm, accor 
to Seiferth. The “religious ¢'\' 
sade” will be launched Jul; 
when President Eisenhower 
sign a “Declaration of Freec: 
prepared by the faith groups. 


} 
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Fortune's CBS Appraisal 


The CBS echelon, it’s known, 
nage article, 
srtune mag is coming out with 
is unflattering. (It says, fo 

ve “hardware” 
has the “edge” 
sxuld have preferred to wait 
yortrait, by which time CBS’ move 


, its June, 1951 merger with Hytron Radio & Electronics Corp., 


d have had time to develop i 
ting about 
The CBS execs also quibble 


lion of sales.” 
iillion. 


“CBS Steals The Show,” 


or instance, the article says RC 
nillion profit on $690 million sales vs 
Actually, CBS’ 


TIT FORTATAS 


is not too happy with an eight- 
which the July issue of 
this weekend. It’s not that the 
r example, that, while RCA has 


dollars, via its set manufacture output, CBS 
in clever showmanship.) 


It's just that CBS toppers By GEORGE ROSEN 


The competition for TV network 
}supremacy will hit its peak next 
|season. The NBC vs. CBS progran 
| boys will go into the September 


another year for a comparison 


into tube and set manufacturing, 


nto a venture more worth trum- 


with some glaring inaccuracies semester laying claims to champ 
S : > se 

A in 1952 made a record "$32 status, give or take one or two eve 
reser =) « ‘ re 6 wae 


nings a week, depending on which 
side of the avenue you're on 
Neither is yielding an inch The 


CBS’ $64 million on $251 
profit should have read $6.4 


Article details the growth of CBS from its early days to its rivalry at this point is unprece 


yresent major status under 


broadcasting, maybe Bill Paley c 


prexy Frank Stanton’s regime as a 
serious rival to the RCA-NBC dynasty, summing up: “Considering 


dented, matching in intensity the 
deep-rooted feeling existing on an 





what his network has done against mighty RCA in radio and TV | @4™inistrative level or, for that 

an afford to lose the battle for matter, through all the operational 

color. But he still won't admit he has lost it.” facets of the two competing majot 
ee network 

Whatever pretense of a “friend: 

enemy” relationship existed is now 


American Council for Better B'casts 


irrevocably gone Not only in pro 
gramming, but in sales 


| lations, 


station re 
publicity-promotion-advet 
research—hardly a week 


Formed to Elevate AM-T'V Standards ::.:.'s"'s,007 0! of 


Minneapolis, June 30. + 
Organized here by delegates from 
all parts of the nation, the Ameri- 
can Council for Better Broadcasts 
announced that its aim will be to 
raise radio and TW programming | 
standards through a network of 
local listening committees. 

The organizalion was brought in- 
to being and the meeting called by | 
a group of prominent university | 
and club women. Official delegates | 
from 17 national organizations and 
interested individuals representing 
30 states participated in the nag 
conference. Miss Leslie Spence, | 
Madison, Wis., civic and social 
worker, was elected president. 

Although local radio ia 
groups have operated for several | 
years in Wisconsin, Illinois and | 
Massachusetts, this represented the | 
first attempt to organize TV and | 
radio listeners on a national scale, 
Miss Spence revealed. 

Listening and viewing eroups | 
will be set up in communities | 
ro the U. S. and they will | 

eport on all phases of broadcast | 
ae gramming and individual pro- 
grams, writing directly to local and | 
national sponsors and to the local 
stations’ managements, Miss Spence 
announced. | 

The national organization will aid | 
the local groups by supplying them 
with report sheets, “‘what-to-listen- | 
for booklets and helps for evalua- | 


| by Brown & Williamson for Kool 
| cigarets for the fall. 


'“Mr. and Mrs. North,” 


|; 0 & Os. 


| Sheen at 8 p. m 


| tions and the counter-claims of the 
other. 
From the standpoint of inviting 
‘ b] . ; : 
Kool Buys TV Irma an alert, aggressive and healthy 
season of competitive activily, the 
“My Friend Irma,” CBS-TV sit-/| situation bodes well for the ulti 
uation comedy package cancelled | mate consumer—the viewing pub 
by R. J. Reynolds, has been bought | lic. Perhaps at no previous time 
| has there been such jockeying de 
| signed to bolster the creative pro 
Show will be slotted in the Fri-| gramming elements. With both 
days at 10 p.m. time, replacing’ networks practically assured an 
which has|SRO nighttime status (save for 
been dropped by Colgate. NBC-TV's Monday at 9 opposite 
— a - “Lucy” blind spot and CBS-TV's 
| Tuesday at 8 opposite-Milton Berle 
Bishop Sheen “island”) the = ac 
its ulry cent in '53-'54 will be on “prestige.” 
Commercially, it's a see-saw battle 
}for supremacy; CBS-TV in the lead 
one month, NBC-TV bouncing back 
S. rié IS op; jthe next with the most dollars in 
the till 
To match NBC's pacting of a 
Robert E. Sherwood, CBS retaliate 
a e all with a stable of ‘creative writers 
| —William Saroyan, Ben Hecht, Sal 
ly Benson, etc. To counter the 
CBS-TV has changed its mind| NBC “Victory at Sea” and “Wis« 
about giving network time to its; Old Men” series. CBS projects 
owned and operated stations torun ag broad canvas of educational 
|the “Amos 'n’ Andy” telefilms the | sjanted, commercially-palatable TV 
weh'’s Film Sales had sold to the programming (“You Are There 


- Plan was to run A & | “Adventure,” “See It Now,” et al.). 
opposite Milton Berle and Bishop | Lesit-te-TY 
egit-to- 


Tuesdays. 
Instead the net has persuaded Top playwrights and legit pro- 








| Wrigley to shift the Gene Autry | ducers are the newest “bait” in 


Show from Sundays at 7 p. m. tothe inter-network clamor to invite 
Tuesdays at 8. The telefilm horse | top creators into the video pas 


SEPTEMBER oUNG 


‘ANYTHING YOU CAN DO 1 CAN— 





R&R’ s Sweet Revenge on Rinso Loss; 
Grabs Ogilvy $3,000,000 Sunoco Biz 


ARB’s Top 25 5 (TV) 


(For June) 


!' Love Lucy cas 706 
Dragnet NBC 521 
You Bet Your Life NBC 49.3 
Godfrey's Talent Scouts cBs 47.3 
Godfrey's Friends CBS) 47.1 
What's My Line cBs 45.7 
Comedy Hour (nBC 42.4 
Our Miss Brooks (CBS 41.3 
Jackie Gleason CBS) 37.64 
Red Buttons (CBS 37.3 
Mr. & Mrs. North (cBSs 36.0 
My Little Margie cBSs 35.1 
Your Hit Parade (NBC) 35.1 
This ts Your Life (NBC) 349 
Strike t* Rich (cBS 348 
Two for the Money (NBC 34.8 
Bive Ribbon Bouts (CBS 33.3 
Television Playhouse NBC 33.3 
Studio One (CBS 33.1 
The Web (CBS 32.6 
Ford Theatre (NBC 32.3 
Life of Riley NBC 31.6 
Cavaicade of Sports (NBC 31.2 
Milton Berle (NBC 31.2 

1 


Big Town (cBSs 31 





CBS-TV’s ‘Father’ 


To Johnson's Wax 
For Sun. at 7 Slot 


Johnson's Wax has brought 
“Life With Father,” the CBS-TY\ 
package from the Russel Crouse 
Howard Lindsay legiter of the late 
Clarence Day yarns, beginning in 
the fall 

Show will be aired on Sunday 
at 7 to 7:30 pm. time vacated by 
Wrigley’s Gene Autry shifting to 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m., and will have 
a Hollywood origination, It's not 
certain whether Dennis King o1 
Martha Scott, who appear in the 
pilot filin, will be available for ihe 
program 


“Father’ has been nine mont! 
in preparation, with recent Doro 
thy Stickney-Howard Lindsay ait 
ing of their “Father” legit role 
on the Ferd 50th anni two-net tele 
Show hypoing interest in the tele 
version, CBS-TYV, through arrange 
ment with Crouse, Lindsay and 
Mrs. Clarence Day, owns the tele 
rights to the property, on which it 
is reported to have spent $500,000 
io date 

Firm’; other major tele entries 
include alternate-Monday sponsor- 
ship of the Robert Montgomery 


-* 


One of the “sweet revenge" 


tories in the agency biz cropped 
up this week with the revelation 
that Ruthrauff & Rvan had grabbed 

the lucrative Sunoco billings 
estimated at approximately $3,000, 
000,000 trom Hewit, Ogilvy, Ben- 
soon & Mather, Ine 


Sun Oil acquisition reverses the 
tables, for it was only a year age 
that R & R found the Lever Bros. 
Rinso account leaving the house 
and moving over to H-O-B-M. It 
was the acquiring of the Rinso big, 
combined with the Lever Good 
Luck Margerine account, along 
vith its Sun Oil billings, that pro: 
jected Hewitt Owho has since left 
the agency), Ogilvy Benson @& 
Mather into a bigtime agency sta 
tus, with overall billings in excess 
of $8,000,000. Loss of the Sunoce 
biz represent on the one hand, 
blow ta the H-O-B-M) agency 
aspirations while on the othet 
hand gives R & Ra rejuvenated 
aspect and puts it $1,000,000 te 
the good in the switch of accounts 
for Rinso amounted to ree 
$2? O00 006 


The R & R agency in recent 
years has gone through some tur 
bulent periods, including the exit- 
ing of some of its major execs whe 
took accounts with them. But re. 
cently the agency has been on the 
receiving end of some important 
biz 


Les Harris Exiting 
Colgate Exec Post 


Leslie Harris is exiting as radio 
iV director of Colgate-Palmolive- 
Peet He had been with the com- 
pany for two year resigning his 
NBC production berth to join Col- 


vale sowout of Harris projects 
inew the plight of “client men” and 
avency execs in radio-television 


anxious to get back into the crea- 
tive aspects of programming and 
away from tite-buying and media 
operations, to which status many 
agencies (and radio-TV depart- 
ments of major sponsor companies) 
have been reduced. After two years 
Harris, schooled in agency (Benton 


tion of programs,” she said. Pro-| opera goes into its new time on 

(Continued on page 32) July 14. Reasoning was that Autry 
had a limited number of stations 
anyway, which is all that’s avail- 
| able opposite Berle and the Bishop, 





Ne | E e hod | and that the cowboyer might at- | 
arly V ltract some of the kid audience | 


| away from Berle 
Web reportedly was eager to 


At M t | Vee | clear the Sunday at 7 time for a 
ul lla a D buy of its “Life With Father” 
series 
Roster of Mutual Broadeasting{ As a result of the Wrigley move 
and General Teleradio veepees is | to Tuesday, the CBS-TV o & os 
vetting more like NBC-CBS every ;now have the A & A films to peddle 
da Latest two to get their stripes | in their own time, with buyers re- 
41e Herb Rice and Bert Hauser, | portedly hard to find, and Wrig- 
who just two months ago were} ley is shifting its CBS Radio shows 
upped to department heads when | to new times. The AM hagge Autry, 
other crop of v.p.’s were cre- | now Saturday at 8 P. 
sed Rice, who was then named | to Sundays at 6 p. to cover the 
director of program development, | Sabbath exposure yw kids), and 
is now v.p. in charge of programs, | “Yours Truly, Johnny Dollar” will 
while Hauser, whose co-op depart- | switch from Tuesday at 9 p. m. to 
ment was given a degree of auton-| the more advantageous time of Fri- 
my, is now v.p. in charge of co-op | days at 8:30 p. m. 
programming. | In the CBS-TV Sunday at 7 slot, 
\ppointments, made by Mutual | the sustaining “Quiz Kids” will fill 


prexy Tom O'Neil, create some con- | in for the summer until “Life With | 


fusion in the programming setup, | Father”’ starts in the fall. 
where Julius F. Seebach, Jr., is pro- 
gram v.p. He now takes the title mow include Gene Autry at 8, fol- 
t vip. in charge of program op- | lowed by either Red Skelton or 
rations and production, while Rice | Larry Storch ((whose Gleason | 
Presumably will continue in a cre-| Summer replacement stint is ex- 
ve and development post. | pected to launch him on his own) 
Hauser’s appointment points up lat 8: 30, and “This Is Show Busi- 
increased importance of co-op | ness” at 9. 

programming in the Mutual scheme | 
0! things. One of the net’s biggest . 
- agg ge is the baseball, Geraldine B. Zorbaugh 
rame of the Day” half of which | 

‘> sponsored in selected markets by Named ABC Counsel 
‘taff Beer, with the remainder | Geraldine B. Zorbaugh last week 
co-oped. Most of the Mutual news| Was mamed ~- general counsel of 
and commentators are | ABC. Post is a new one, to which 





rams 


sponsorship list. 


, will move | 


Net’s fall plans for Tuesday night | 


tures. At the moment the No. 1 
target is Leland Hayward, the 
Broadway impresario who brought 
in the recent two-hour Ford caval 
cade to resounding acclaim. But 
before the year is out it’s consid 


j}and CBS—along with the rejuve 
‘nated and UPT-hypoed ABC opera 
tion—will have augmented thei: 
creative staffs with a formidable 
lineup of Broadway showmen mak- 
ing the legit-tto-TV transition 

It's no secret that, along with 
Hayward, a number of other legit 
producers are eyeing the TV hori 
zons—a situation induced not onls 
by the diminishing activity and 
financial hazards on Broadway, but 
by the constantly expanding chal 
lenges of video. ‘On the writing 
front the major TV dramatic show- 
cases this past year have already 
won the widespread respect of all 
show biz with some _ provocative 
scripting jobs that, many concede, 
have frequently topped Broadway 
legit efforts.) 


Night-to-Night Scorecard 

On the competitive night-to-night 
commercial programming _ front 
the '53-'54 two-web rivalry shapes 
up thusly: 

Monday: It’s stil! CBS-TV by a 
| landslide (‘by far Columbia’s top 
night), with the NBC competition 
| no match for me Burns & Allen 
| Arthur Godfrey-“I Love Lucy’’-Red 
| Buttons parlay. However, NBC is 
| bidding for a Monday showcasing 
' of the U. S. Steel TV show which 
would give it a two-hour drama 
spread. 

Tuesday: This is NBC's night. 
with Milton Berle, 


50 sold locally, with Fulton Lewis, ; she moves after holding the job atre” and the upcoming Fred Allen 
holding the most impressive , of acting general attorney for the 
iweb for a year and a half. 


show as the major drawing cards 
‘ (Continued on page 32) 


ered a practical certainty that NBC | 


“Fireside The- 


show and “The Name's the Same." & Bowles) commercial production 

Agency for Johnson is Needham, When it was at its height, feels that 

Louis & Brorby. the Colgate job has settled down to 
— , a media operation 


WAAM-TV Underwriting 
African Safari to Fill me -~ oa to such properties as 
ig Payoft’ (in which he had a 
Balto Zoo Mammal House #10 in creating); the Louetia Par. 


ions show, the revised version of 
“Strike It Rich,” and played a 

As part of its public service en-| major role in making the 
deavor, local station WAAM-TY 
will underwrite an African expedi 


In the two years of Harris’ asso 
ciation with Colgate, the company 
established many of its major time 
franchises in TV, as well as radio, 


Baltimore, June 30 


company 
public relation merchandising - 


CONSCIOUS 


tion for the Baltimore Zoo Trek 


is understood to be an effort to fill , ' 
‘onstruction. at the ioral, vo, in £0000 TO ‘GRADUATE 
Druid Hill Park. Station has long FROM WPIX COURSE 


had an interest in the z00’s activi 


ties via its weekly program “This Some 2,000 New York teleview- 
Is Your Zoo. ers who for the past 10 weeks had 
Project, mapped out by ben foregone the pleasure of Red But- 


Cohen, WAAM-TYV president. and tons for the English lectures of a 
James Anderson of the local board group of New York U. professors 
of Recreation and Parks, is await- will find out whether it was all 
ing clearances by the Baltimore worth while this week. The 2,000 
City Collector and the Board of are the graduating class of Goth- 
Estimate am’s first college television course, 

—--- _ Today's English,” presented on 


TV ‘MR. & MRS, NORTH? due tab tier San tebe 
GETS COLGATE AXE "=. | 


today ‘Wed. and tommorrow at 
Course 


School of Education, 
moderated by Warren 
Colgate is cancelling out of its — Bower, assistant dean of the 
“Mr. and Mrs. North” CBS-TV U's Division of General Education, 
show, Fridays at 10 to 10:30 pm.. was open to all New Yorkers for 
after the program of Sept. 25 payment of an entrance fee, for 
It's understood that the firm, which they received weekly in- 
while happy with the show, feels struction bulletins WPIX pro- 
that it is a bit overextended in grams aired Mondays at 9:30 ‘op- 
television. what with its backing posite Button’s). Those that pass 
of “The Big Payoff,” “Strike It the exams (tests are being mailed 
Rich” and “Comedy Hour,” and to those who can’t appear in per- 
that the products couldn't support son) will get a Certificate of Suc- 
‘them all. jcessful Participation. 





| 
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Kaycee Rivals (WHB, KMBC) 
Knotty Issue Via Joint TY Operation 


Kansas City, June 30. 

Joint operation of a television 
station on Channel 9 will be under- 
taken here by WHB and KMBC un- 
der authorization granted by the 
FCC last Thursday (25). The knot- 
ty problem of how to allocate the 
one remaining TV channel between 


two applicants was thus quickly 
resolved after it had been on the 
FCC docket many months. 
Stations will begin operations In 
Auvust according to announce- 
ments Friday by Arthur B. Chur h 
president of Midland Broadcasting | 
Co. which operates KMBC, and} 
Don Davis, president of WHB 
Broadcasts will begin on an In 
terim basis from transmitter and 


mast atop the Kansas City Power 
and Light Building, one of the 
city’s tallest, where experimental 
television equipment has been lo- 
cated. | 

The FCC permit also included a | 
1.000-ft. tower which is yet to be | 
constructed on a site in the north- 
east section of the city already 
quired recently by KMBC. This 
transmitter and tower will be 
ready in six to eight months, of- 
ficials said. The power allocation 
is for 50,000 watts transmitter at 
the tower site. | 

Channel 9 witl carry CBS-TV 
network shows. KMBC is a CBS 
basic affiliate. The shared-time ar- 
rangement calls for 19 hours of 
broadcast daily, the time being 
divided by segments during the 
day. Later each partner expects | 
to have separate studios. While 
this is not the first share-time ar- 
rangement ,granted by the FCC, 
it may well become the first to get | 
into actual operation if the 60-day | 
plans can be effected in the face 
of a construction trades strike go- 
ing on here now. 

Grant will bring into operation 
fourth television station here this 
fall, whereas a month ago town had 
only one station, WDAF-TV, owned 
and operated by the Kansas City 
Star and on the air for many 
months now. A FCC grant for 
Channel 5 recently went to KCMO- 
TV, which is aiming at Oct. 1 as 
date to begin operation. KCTY on | 
Channel 25 UHF went on the air 
here two weeks ago with a partial 


ac 


broadcast schedule, Channel 65 
UHF allocated here has not yet 
been assigned. 

The agreement makes partners | 


of two long-established and hard- 
fighting competitors. WHB is) 
owned by the Cook Paint and} 
Varnish Co., is a Mutual net mem- | 
ber, baseball and sports and pop | 
music programmer, KMBC is CBS 
net member, and operates with iis | 
own talent staff of western and | 
hillbilly artists. 


Hazel Bishop {n 
TY Chess Game 


Behind the switch this week of 





the two Hazel Bishop shows on 
NBC-TV—"This Is Your Life’? mov- 


ing from its Wednesday at 10 p.m. 
spot to Tuesday at 9:30 p.m., with 


“Candid Camera” out of the latter | 


time to the “Life” period—is an 
advertising agency game of chess. 

Raymond Spector Agency, rep- 
ping Hazel Bishop, decided on the 


Switch to expose “This Is Your 
Life,’ which is going in for 13 
weeks of summer _reruns, in 


another time in the hope of pick- | 


ing up new viewers who hadn't 
seen the show on Wednesdays. It's 
figured that the show, doing well 
rating wise in its regular time 
against the Pabst Blue Ribbon 
fights, will carry its loyal viewers 
to Tuesday, and in addition pick up 
a new audience. 

“This Is Your Life,” which is re- 
peating the 13 shows on which 
most mail has been received, will 
run eight weeks in the Tuesday 


spot and then return to Wednes- | 


day. Among the repeats to be 
shown are those programs on Roy 
Rogers, Jim MeLain, Joan Caul- 
field, Dinah Shore, Arthur Franz 
and Fifi D’Orsay. 

Thinking is also that “Candid 
Camera,” the other Hazel Bishop 
show, will gain from being slotted 
fin the successful “Life” period. 
Being mulled for “Camera” is a 
program ehange in which Allen 
Funt will turn his hidden camera 


(Continued on page 30) 


+ 


| 


! nicians, 


|no longer on the AFL “unfair list” 


|ferencs arose over a wage scale. 


| work out all matters to everyone's 


| the past three years. 


construction crew will be called in | 





Resolve 











KDYL Sale Okayed 


Washington, June 30. 
Time-Life purchase of KDYL and 
KDYL-TV in Salt Lake City for 
$2,100,000 was approved last week 
by FCC. Deal gives the publishing 
firm its second TV station interest. 
Compary previously acquired a 
50% ownership of KOB and KOB- 
TV in Albuquerque, N. M., when 
it went 50-50 with former chairman 
Wayne Coy to buy the stations. 


KSTP’s 3-Year 


Union Hassle Ends 


Minneapolis, June 30. 
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| 





Whitman’s WNBC Gab 


Howard Whitman, mag writer 
and author of.such books as ‘‘Basic 
Guide for Parents” and “A Re- 
porter in Search of God,” is start- 
ing his own 15-minute talk pro- 
gram on WNBC, N. Y., tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 

Show, slotted at 7:15 p.m., will 
be a discussion by Whitman of 
social and psychological problems 
of our times. 


DuM Sets Major 





DuMont network instituted a 





With settlement of its three-year 
old dispute with its union 
radio and TV _ station 
KSTP is now in organized labor's 
good graces again. The station fs 


tech- 


‘Lux TV Theatre | 


To Coast; Radio | 
Show to Fade 


, 


and picketing’ has ceased. 

The strike, one of the longest in 
local history, started April 5, 1950, 
when 22 radio technicians, mem- 
bers of the International Brother- 
hood of Electrical Workers local 
1216, AFL, walked out when dif- 


“Lux Video Theatre” will be the 
first major tele dramatie show to 
come out of CBS Television City 
when the program shifts from 
New York to Hollywood in Sep- 
to | tember. 
return, but were Show has been mulling question 
locked out. | of going to film. Three films have 

Stanley Hubbard and union of-| been made, but final decision has 
ficials declined to reveal 





Later the technicians 


claimed 


sought 
they 





| 


the set-| been to stay live. Films will oq 
tlement terms, but B. J. Renk,| Shown during August. clearing the 
union business agent, sald “it | Way for’the switch to the Coast. 


doesn't go much further than that} Lever Bros. 
the parties to the dispute simply | 
agreed to end it.” He added that | 
“we've secured the recognition at | 
the station that we wanted and| 
the station is permitting us to or- | 
ganize its present employes.” | 
Renk also expressed the belief 
that “there will be additional ne- 
gotiations with the company to 


is continuing its | 
“Lux Radio Theatre’ during the | 
summer for the first time in al- 
most two decades, and through the | 
early part of fall, when ratings are | 
good. | 

When the ratings drop off, after | 
initial interest, Lever plans to 
drop “Lux Radio Theatre,’ last 
remaining full-hour dramatie show 
on AM. At that time, the firm 


satisfaction.” | probably will expand its CBS-TV | 
| version to an hour. | 


Page net that few, if any, | 7 _ 
of the original strikers will return | : 

S O’SEAS | 

STATUS SET BY U. S. 


to KSTP, they having found other | 
jobs or gone to other cities during | STREIBERT 
Ted Streibert, former Mutual | 


He 
formed the press that 

immediately to do some work in| board chairman and WOR. N. Y.. | 
the station. Union construction | prexy, this week was named deputy 
workers had refused to cross the! director of the Office of Publie 
picket line maintained in front of | Affairs of the U. S. High Commis- 
the station. | sion for Germany, the State Dept. 

At the time the KSTP techni-| announced this week. 

'cians walked out, the station had| Streibert recently was appointed 
‘refused a $3 weekly wage in-|radio consultant to Robert L. 
|crease which other Twin Cities’| Johnson, administrator of the In- 
‘stations were granting. KSTP| ternational Information Adminis- 
| claimed that it already was paying | tration of the State Dept., and in 
up to $25 a week more than the|that capacity he went to Europe 
| 








also in- | 
an AFL 





other Twin Cities stations except | !ast month to make a study of radio 
as part of the CBS network. |lems. In his new post, he'll work 
with Alfred V. Boerner, director 
of the Office of Public Affairs. 

Streibert left the Mutual organi- 
zation a year ago after helping 
found the network in 1934. He 
joined WOR in 1933 after being as- 
sistant dean at the Harvard Busi- 
ness School. 


Talk of Town’ Gets Hypo 
Despite Cancellation 





Fred Rickey, Jerry Stagg 
To ‘Omnibus’ (Sr. & Jr.) 
Key Producer Berths 


| The TV-Radio Workshop of the 
Ford Foundation has set its pro- 
ducers for “Omnibus,” sire and 
| son editions. 


| 





| Fred Rickey, associate producer- : , ar 
director of “This Is Caneeamen” | Despite cancellation of Knicker- 
and former exec producer in | Docker: Beer on Talk of the 
charge of CBS color television | 1OW"." late-night, cross-the-board 
| programming, will produce the |‘ 4! fety segment = WABC-TV, 
senior “Omnibus,” which returns | Gotham flagship of ABC-TV, the 
to CBS-TV in early October on) St4tion is hypoing the already 
“Sundays from 5 to 6:30 p.m. He | heavy talent budget of the show 
will have two directors—Andrew 


|and is peddling it to possible par- 
McCullough, who directed last sea- | 








| ticipating sponsors. Even if bank- 
sson, and Robert Banner, who has | Tollers can’t be found by July 25, 
directed the Fred Waring Show. | effective date of the Knickerbock- 
“Garroway at Large,” and last sea-|@T cancellation, program will be 
son's “Fledermaus” and “La Bo- | continued through the summer as 
heme,” presented by the Met on, 4 Sustainer. 

“Omnibus.” Guest directors also| .Station has pacted Henny 
will be used. , Youngman, who's been guesting on 


| 


boo 


complete realignment of its pro- 


gramming and production person- | 


nel last 
ment of Leslie G. Arries, Jr., web's 
assistant programming director, to 
WTTG, Washington, as manager of 
the web's o-and-o. Arries replaces 
Walter Compton, who resigned last 
week as WTTG manager after 
more than five years. 

Under the new setup, three de- 
partment heads will report direct- 
ly to program chief James L. Cad- 


| digan, while post of assistant pro- |freeze-lift than the first, th 


gramming director will be abol- 
ished. Three posts will be filled by 
Werner Michel, as exec producer 
in charge of production; A. L. 
Hollander, Jr., in charge of pro- 
gram operation, and Richard L. 
Geismar, as business manager of 
the program department. 

Arries, son of Leslie G. Arries, 
recently named director of 
sports for ABC, has held his pro- 
gram post for the past two years, 
and, at 29, becomes one of the 
youngest major station managers 
in the country. He started at 
WTTG as a junior engineer in 
1946, when his father was station 
manager, then moved to WDTV, 
Pittsburgh, and into N. Y. 

Michel is a former CBS and 
CBS-TY producer, who came to 
DuMont last year after a two-year 
producing stint at Kenyon & Eck- 
hardt. Hollander joined the web 
in 1948 and two years ago was 
named production facilities man- 
ager, Geismar started at DuMont 
in 1948, was named assistant to 

e budget director in 1951 and 
moved into network sales last year. 


WCBS-TV in Weekend 
Program Shuffle; Set 
Moppet ‘Space Funnies 


Beginning next weekend (4 and 
5), WCBS-TV, N. Y., is opening 
| service half an hour later on Sat- 
urday and half an hour earlier on 





’ 





WCCO which bargained nationally | Programming operations and prob- | Sunday, with a resultant reshuffle | 


of schedules. 


On Saturday, the film “F.Y.1.” 
fcut to 15 minutes) will open at 
10:30 a. m. instead of 10. The Lit- 
tle League Baseball School. at 
10.45, and “Laugh Time,” at 11, 
stay in their regular times. 

_ Major move on Sunday is the sta- 
tion offering of a new moppet 
show, “Space Funnies,” in the noon 
to 1 p. m. spot beginning July 5. 
It was possible to add another hour 
of local programming because of 
the earlier opening (9:30 a. m. in- 
stead of 10) and the dropping of 
the network M & M Candy Carni- 
val (12:30 to 1 p. m.) after the 
program of June 28. 

“Funnies” is a summer show, 
with the net planning to reclaim 
the time in the fall. It will feature 
Stan Sawyer, Boston tele-radio em- 
cee, who'll invite kids into a space- 
ship set for a trip to one of the 
planets, meanwhile amusing them 
with unreeling of films, recently 
| bought cartoons “Flip the Frog” 
and “Willie Whopper” and Laurel 
| & Hardy shorts. Program will be 
sold on a participation basis. 








Personnel Shifts 


week, following appoint- | 


Jerry Stagg, who as head of cre- 


ative department at the William | 


Morris agency developed “Pulitzer 
Prize Playhouse’ and “The Cela- 
nese Theatre,” will be the pro- 
ducer of “Junior Omnibus.” Half- 
hour program, aimed at kids from 
eight to 16, will be seen on NBC- 
TV beginning in September at 
13:30 p.m. Sundays. 


'a week-to-week basis, as a perma-| WCBS-TV’s revised Sunday 
nent emcee, and has also signed | morning and early afternoon sched- 
Alan Dele as permanent male |ule, beginning the Sth, is “The Big 
vocalist. Pacting of two femme) Picture” at 9:30, “Our Goodly Her- 
‘chirps and guestars such as the|itage’ at 10, “‘The Port Is My 
current Jerny Ross & Nell Fisher | Story” (moving from Saturday) at 
as well as re.ention of large Buddy | 10:15, the “Morning Show” at 
Weed Orch, make the show one! 10:30, “Laugh Time” (cut to 15 
of the most heavily budgeted af-| minutes?) at 11:45, and “Space Fun- 
fairs station has ever carried. inies” at noon. 





Single Year of TV Processing By 
FCC Brings Some Amazing Results 


+ Washington, June 30. 
| Tomorrew (July 1) will be 
year since the FCC resumed prog. 
essing of TV applications after 
having announced its new channe| 
| allocation plan and having charteg 
'the pattern for a nationwide com. 
petitive TV system, first com: 
served. 

The progress which TV | 
in that year is phenomena 
three short of 400 new 
have been authorized, 243 
jin the UHF band. And 
delays in delivery of { 
mitters, 89 stations (43 
'are UHF) have gotten on | 
| In the first year of postw: 
ing of TV only a dozen 
‘got into operation. 

From 65 markets with T\ 
situation has changed in th 
year to 300 markets with T\ 
{tions in operation or 
for construction. 
| Stations in 
freeze was 
|exactly 500 
five permits 
iturned back). 
| Since the freeze-lift allocation 
| plan wa3 announced on Apri! 14, 
1952, more than 1,000 application 
| for stations have been filed. Of 
j these 609 are still pending and of 
ithe latter 112 are in hearing 

Although it was expected 1! 
more permits would be handed 
|out the second year after the 
re- 
| verse seems to be the case. Few 
| anticipated phat 400 grants would 
| be made the first year. And fewer 
| believed that so many would be 
|for UHF stations. 
|} Also surprising has been the a 
tivity in the edueational field. Al- 
| ready, applications have been filed 
|for 49 of the 245 assignments 
|made for noncommercial stations 
|in the allocation plan. And 17 edu- 
| cational station permits have been 


? 


it 
HI 


of 


authe 
Instead of 
operation before 
lifted, there ars 
authorized ‘«c 
which 


nave fey 


c 


( 
id 


‘ + 
tila 


jissued. The first educational sta- 
{tion ‘(KUHT in Houston) recently 
, went on the air. 

| Strangely, the lifting of the 
|freeze does not seem to have dis- 
{couraged radio applicants. Ap- 


| proximately 100 new AM stations 
have gone on the air in the 

|vear and there are still nearly 250 

|station applications pending 

| figure which is not much less th: 

| there were a year ago. 


+ 
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‘Hits a Legal Snag 


CBS-TV ‘Pentagon | 





[ 








Just a week after CBS-TV got | 


official Army clearance on tiie 
| title of its mew series on 
| Criminal Investigation Division of 
;the Army, it ram smack into 4 
legal wrangle on the story idea. 
Law firm of O'Brien, Driscoll & 
Raftery served notice on CBS-TV, 
|Biow Agency, Philip Morris and 
Talent Associates that it would 


the | 


| sue if the show, tagged “Pentagon 


| Confidential,” goes on the ai! 
Attorneys claim their cient, 
| Alan Nicholl, submitted a presen 
| tation on the CID two year ago 1 
' the network. It was then re jected 
the law firm 





and returned. Now, 
claims, CBS-TV and Philip Mor 
iris are going ahead with Nichols 
|idea without credit or payment 


' 


| Firms says Nicholl had all the | 


proper Army clearance for te 
series, which was then titled “Re- 
port from the CID.” 
Officials at CBS-TV maintained 
a discreet silence, refusing to core 
firm whether they had receives 
‘the notice. Show is scheduled 
' go into the Thursday night 10 p.™ 


| 


|slot on Aug 6 as a replacemer 
\for “My Little Margie,” “2M 


f 


| Philip Morris dropped a coupie © 
weeks ago. 


Garry Moore’s Fall SRO 


it 
With one more sponsor, S\" 








wrapped up, the Garry — 
| Show, 1:30 to 2 p. m. strip on CP" 
|TV, is SRO for the fall. Amow 


h Moore are 
Maslane 


co! 


ithe clients staying wit 
Kellogg. Purex, Pillsbury, 
and Best Foods. New 


aii 


| tracts include Cat’s Paw, the # 
|ver Co., Conv 
‘Norge Division 0 


erted Rice and 


f the Borg“ 


arneél 
\ are 


| 
| 
| 
| 





Corp. eel 

| Deals, with the exception © ©, 
13-week Cat's Paw order, 
\ weekers, 


.* 


are 


a, 
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sa 
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Cohn & Schine Take a Walk 


Wednesday, July 1, 1953 


VARIETY 


RADIO-TELEVISION 21 








Roy M. Cohn and G. David Schine, tagged by the press as 
“con Joseph McCarthy's gumshoes” on their recent book-investiga- 
tion trek in Germany, performed a fast walkout last week from 
» WOR-TV, N. Y., panel show, and the station’s toppers are still | 
doing a fast burn. 

Cohn, chief counsel of McCarthy's Senate Permanent Investiga- 

wns Subcommittee, and Schine, its research consultant, were 
c-kedded to appear on WOR-TV’s Saturday night (27) forum, 

,merica Speaks,” to debate the question, “What is behind the 

senhower speech on book-burning?”’ 

When the N. Y. Times Thursday disclosed that their pro- 
eram opponent would be James A. Wechsler, editor of the N. Y. 
Post the two investigators phoned WOR-TV to say they were 
bowing out from the show. 

Jesse Gordon, assistant producer of the program, said he argued 
with Cohn, “But you made a definite commitment to appear on 
This will leave us in a bad hole. Besides, it'll look very 

you're afraid to compete in a _ discussion against 





(25) 


the show 
like 
Wechsler.” 
Cohn. according to Gordon, gave three reasons why they couldn't 
sppear: (1) Ser® McCarthy and the rest of the committee members 
tad wired they could not debate on a TV show with any person 
who had been a sworn witness before the committee; (2) Cohn 
and Schine had only verbal agreement. and ‘4 


much 


given so couldn't be 
held to their word; (3) they had committed themselves to go to 
Florida Saturday anyway. 


Don Passante, producer and moderator of the show, asked 
whether the duo would appear, if playwright Elmer Rice were 
substituted for Wechsler. He said Cohn replied: “Oh, no. He's 


an author, and therefore a potential witness before our committee. 
My position is like that of a prosecuting attorney. Any author is 
yut.”” 

Cohp said he would be willing to appear if N. Y. Journal Amer- 
ican columnist Howard Rushmore were substituted for Wechsler. 
When it was pointed out that Rushmore had appeared before 
McCarthy's committee, and therefore was eliminated by Cohn’'s 
standards, Cohn suggested another substitute—Louis Budenz. 

“But he’s an author,’ Gordon told Cohn. “Besides, he's already 
appeared on our show.” 

Cohn ultimately suggested Godfrey P. Schmidt, Fordham U. 
law professor, who along with WOR-TV’s news commentator John 
B. Hughes, appeared with Wechsler. 

Passante said he was particularly burned up because George 
N. Shuster, the noted Catholic layman and prez of Hunter College, 


f 
was originally skedded to appear on the show with Cohn and | 
Schine, but on Wednesday (24), Cohn had said, “Not him. We'll 
appear with anybody but Schuster.’ Wechsler was asked only 


after Passante had tried to get 30 participants, all of whom proved 
unavailable. 

Gordon's chief beef was that, after he had released details of 
the imbroglio to the Associated Press, Cohn had phoned him to 
I'm plenty mad. Anybody who bothers with me, gets hurt.” 
Gordon complained, “He tried to treat me as though he were the 
cop in the station house.” 

Passante says both Cohn and Schine have expressed willingness 
to appear on a future “America Speaks” show, but only if their 
fellow participant is not an author. 


Say 


} 
| 











- KMPC’s Sale To 
' ABC May Hinge 





COKE DICKERS RETURN | 
OF LANZA RADIO SHOW. 


| 
| 
Hollywood, June 30. | 
Coca-Cola is reported to have | 
started negotiations with Mario| 
Lanza to return to radio under its | 
sponsorship in the fall, and with | 
Hoagy Carmichael to emcee a Coke | 
show of his own. | 
Lanza dropped out of his Coke | 
Hollywood, June 30. | show last year after his suspension | 
\BC. interested in purchasing) by Metro. Evidently some kind of | 
KMPC, has asked Robert O. Rey- | deal has a ag out between 
Holds. cnc : . _, | Lanza and the film firm, permitting | 
lds, co owner with Gene Autry, | him to rejoin the radio ranks. 
to set a meeting date for talks. | Carmichael is currently the 
It will likely be held this weekend| er.cee of the NBC-TV “Saturday | 
with William Phillipson, net's west-| Night Review,” summer replace- 


. | ~ SEP . Shows” 
ern division general manager, rep-| ment for “Your Show of Shows. 
Ping the 


web. Reynolds said he} 
and Autry are “not too anxious” to | 


Sell or trade but are willing to lis-| Westinghouse Cancels 
) a proposal. They bought ree| CBS-TV ‘Freedom Rings’ 


cen | 
= oo late last year from George 
‘ tichards’ es . i | 

$e nie mane sor $800,000. | Westinghouse is dropping ‘Free- | 
t aot sow nigh 2 KECA and would) gom Rings” on CBS-TV with the 
* forced to dispose of it under) program of Aug. 27. Half hour) 
te , rules if deal goes through.| show now seen Tuesdays and) 
it yt Chines interest ree KMPC is Thursday at 2 p.m, has been can-! 
=) vorable dial position, and @ cejjed, it’s said in line with the 
9.000 watt daytime power against 





On Coast Talks 





KEC A's & ts , : firm’s economy to pay for its bank- 

cMpc 9.000 watts day and night. rolling cf pro football on DuMont 
‘PC nighttime wattage is 10,000. | in the fall. 

: Deal would include transmitter | Company recently axed the Bet- 

Site 


sittuated on 2l-acre tract in 
— booming Valley sector. ABC | 
Showed earlier interest in KMPC}| 
ny it did in KFI but nothing hap- | 
pened. “This time,” said Reynolds. | 


ty Furness daytimer on CBS-TV, 


No 1-Hoss Shea, This 


nt a fishing expedition.” Cleveland, June 30. , 
— : NBC's 0-0 stations WTAM-WN- 
BK. rounding out one year under 

the general managership of Hamil- 


Mowery’s WEIL Post 'ton Shea. noted a sparkling in- 


Philadelphia, June 30. | crease of 24% in radio, and 72°% 








Pau Mowrey, former general man-|;in TV _ sales for the first five 
ager of WABC-TV, New York, has | months of this year as against the 
been named program and sales ad-| same period a year ago. 
nnd for radio and TV on the | According to the station survey, 

ae ' 


- Stations, the report showed WTAM as 
‘nnouncement of the newly-cre-! achieving the second highest posi- 


ae Post Was made by Kenneth W.| tion among the network's 0-0 sta- 
ween, Beneral sales manager of | tions, and best in TV sales record. 
Me ‘. and WFIL-TY. Mowrey, who | Percentage-wise, radio sales were 


., 3. WABC-TV post three weeks | hypoed 37% locally, 20% nation- 
ae will assume his new duties! ally; while increased TV_ sales 


jwere, local 457%; national 83%. 


| tion 


| color 


| “pilot” 
; ers 


Sary, 


| ating 


; vision 
|} developed the standards on which 


| scription 


| color 


| last 


| Award” on ABC-TV 


— 








Washington, June 30 
Unless there has been a drastic | 
change in FCC policy in the last 
three months, chances of early ac 
on the strong bid for new 
TV standards filed last week 


by RCA appear quite remote. Pres- 
ent timetable indicates, however 
that by next Spring initial color 


receivers will be on the market 
RCA’'s proposal, declaring that 
production of color receiy 
can Start next Spring “if” |} 
standards are adopted by the end 


|of this summer, must be weighed 
in terms of the testimony given 
the House Interstate Commerce 
|Committee Jast March 31 by for 

mer FCC Chairman Paul A. Walk 

er. In that testimony, which had 
|}the concurrence of the full Com- | 


mission, Walker declared that 
tracted hearings may 
especially if no competing 
are offered. But even if 
only one proposal before 
Commission, he said, the 
agency would have to give it more 
than “perfunctory” consideration 


pro 
not be neces 


systems 
there is 
the 


“The system,’ Walker told the 
Committee, “would have to dem 
onstrate its capabilities under sit 


uations approximating actual ope! 
conditions. And we would | 
also require proof of the ability of 


the system to meet the other basic 
criteria of a proper color system 
before we could consider substi 
tuting it for the existing (CBS 
field sequential) standards.” 
Walker's further statement that 
“any system of color TV which is 
i|to be with the public for years 
{merits the most serious govern 


mental deliberation” received sup 


|port from prominent engineers in 
the TV industry. Dr. W. R. G. Ba 
ker, chairman of the National Tele 


System Committee, which 


the RCA system would operate, 


himself urged that the NTSC sys 
Item be subjected to “thorough 
examination,” 

Although the Commission now 


has a new chairman (Rosel Hyde), 
a new member (John C. Doerter), | 
and Walker is no longer with it 
(his retirement took effect today),-! 
it is considered highly doubtful 
that even with its change in com 
position there will be any disposi- 
tion to rush approval of the RCA 
system. 


NTSC To July in July 


RCA’s petition, an elaborate 700- 
page document printed on glossy 
paper and containing extensive de- 
of the workings of its 
system, along with photographs of | 
receivers and transmitting 
equipment, will probably not be 
taken up by the Commission for 
three weeks. At that time, NTSC, 


| which has just completed field tests 
;on 


its specifications, is expected 
to file. Thus, in filing its petition 
week, RCA got the jump on 
NTSC, an industry technical body, 
in which RCA and other majo! 
TV manufacturers participated 
charged with developing a work 
able compatible system. 

RCA told the Commission 


(Continued on page 34) 


that 


Viceroy ‘Orchid’ Shifts 
With WW, Agronsky Set 


Cigarets’ “Orchid 
is moving into 
the 9:15 p.m, Sunday night slot on 
July 12, preparatory to the sched- 


Viceroy 


uled plans for simulcast of the 
Walter Winchell airer in the fall 
at 9 p.m 

Program, which highlights ca- 
reer of a different guest artist 


each week and presents him with 
the Winchellian “Orchid,” current- 
ly follows Winchell in the 6:45 p.m. 


| slot. Viceroy bought the time and 


produced the show with the prom- 
ise that it would follow Winchell. 


| pretty much to radio, 
1915 period with a regular show, 


| presumably until Winchell works | Al Capp will emcee a panel show | Biow 


‘over into the time. 


/in preparation 


, BB 
| Geqrge Jessel on the ABC-TV net 


Web meanwhile has _ slotted | 
'Martin Agronsky, whose news 
‘commentary has been confined 


into the 9-| 


COLOR TV SETS BY SPRING-IF — 


Mase cp MF Rival Nose-Counters at It Again: 
DUCTION IN ‘5S 





Pulse in Swipe at Hooper Figures 


iia ome —~—* Battle of the rating services has 
D TV 5 . started once again, with Pulse get 
emarest eries ting in the first punch via an at- 
New situation comedy series with | tack on the accuracy of Hooper rat 
Robert Riley Crutcher as the) ings in multi-set radio homes. Alt 
scripter is on the NBC-TV agenda . = a te alla aiinet fae 
. é ‘ h | *( ( 

for the fall. Series will star Wil stati 2 ee 
liam Demarest. Bob Welsh, of the | 48ency researchers and the press 
NBC video production staff, is pro-| last week in N. Y., Pulse pitched a 

ducing, with a kine audition now 


special report on listening in multl 


set homes, and general idea was 
“Decent Citizen” is the title that Hooper method severely un 
derestimates that audience 
e Survey, covering January, 1953, 
in New York, disclosed that fam 
erican 0 acco ilies owning three or more radios 
1) represent 39 of all radio fam 
ilies in the Gotham area; (2) do 
e more than twice the listening of a 
Sets Thomas Show, Single-set family and (3) account 
for more than half of all listening 
| in the N. Y. area 
Al Ml | A further study, comparing Pulse 
SO ll S 0 oer data, on one and two-set homes 


with Hooper and Nielsen sets-in-use 
figures shows Pulse and Nielsen in 
Close agreement but Hooper figures 


has 


ABC-TV negotiated ifs 
Sale since the big talent 


top 


grab and 


merger with United Paramount |'0 be far below the Pulse-Nielsen 
| Theatres, having completed a deal marks. Study was based on a sam 
with American Tobacco Co. ‘for | Ple of 6400 homes in 12> metro 
sponsorship of the new Danny | Politan counties 

Thomas situation comedy, which Data on radio ownership showed 
preems in the fall. It was a quick | 38.9°° of the families in the area 
wrapup for the network, with the | own three or more sets; 28.2 own 


pilot film only arriving in N.Y. last | two sets and 32.9°% own one. Aver- 
week. Sale was consummated three | age evening quarter-hour sets-in 
days later use level shows three-or-more radio 


Meanwhile, American Tobacco | homes with 26.8 compared to 
may also latch on to another of | 18.7°o for two-set homes and 13.0°% 
ABC-TV's major comedy acquisi for one-set familie And night- 
tions, Ray Bolger. (Network plans | time share -of-audience of three set 
to slot the brace of comics back-| homes is 52.2°%, compared to 
to-back on Friday nights, which |}26.4° for two-set families and 
would give it topdog status among 21.4% for one-set homes Report 
the competitive webs in the Fri- also shows that share-of audience 
day TV comedy sweepstakes.) for multi-set homes is greater al 

Exact pattern of the sponsor ship | Might than in the morning and aft 
has yet to be crystallized. Ameri- | © "00" 
can Tobacco still hasn't decided Using these figures as a base, 
whether Thomas will become aj| Pulse plasted at Hooper by com 
Lucky Strike or a Pall Mall com-| paring sets-inuse in one-sel and 
mercial, with the two agencies | one-and-two-set homes for the Jan 
BBD&O (for Luckies', and Sullivan | uary to March, 1953, period. Hoo, 
Stauffer, Colwell & Bayles (for|er showed an 89 level in the 
Pall Mall) figuring in the negotia- | 810 p. m. period, with Pulse one 
tions set level at 13.9°) and one-andtwo 


Similarly, American Tobacco, in | 
keeping with its new policy of go 


16.7°7, and Pulse “all 


figure omitted 


set figure at 
homes’ 


ing alternate-week on sponsorship | 
| (as with 


“Hit Parade”, the Robert | 


| 
| 
Montgomery dramatics and “Big | - 
Story’), will sponsor Thomas | Ins enver 
| on an every-other-week basis, thus 


permitting coin for the Bolger 

pickup as well on a similar basis 
Contracts have been signed for | 

Roll Rite Pen to sponsor | 





Channel 7 Fight 


work. Half-hour show, with Jessel | Washington, June 30 

to assume his familiar role of} Denver's third VHF and fifth TV 
toastmaster at “The Banquet Ta- | Station was authorized by the FCC 
ble,” takes off from Hollywood | yesterday (Mon.) with issuance of 
| Sept. 13 and moves to N. Y. for) 4 final decision granting applica 
the remaining 12 telecasts of the! tion of KLZ in contest with Denver 
first cycle. Show then returns to TV Co. for Channel 7. Affirming 
Coast for the ensuing quarter. the examiner's recommendation fa 


B = voring Ki.Z, the Commission re 

fused to be swayed by the rival ap 

SCHICK CARTER BUY | plicant’s argument that non-radio 
’ ‘interests should be preferred in the 


. 9 interest of diversification of media 
THIS IS SHOW BIZ |of mass communications 

Schick and Carter have bought The Commission went along 
“This Is Show Business” for the; With the Examiner's denial of 
Tuesday at 9 pm. spot on CBS-TV, Clalins made by the rival that the 
| beginning in September. The two alleged “antitrust” history of 
firms are dropping “Crime Syndi- KILZ's theatre owning directors 
cated” (Schick) and “City Hospi (Frank H. Ricketson, Ted Gamble 
tal’ (Carter which have been 4nd Harry EF. Huffinan) should dis 
sharing the time on alternate Tues- qualify their application 
days Denver TV application involved 

“Show Business produced. by | both Hollywood and theatre inte: 
Irving Mansfield, will have the re- | est principal stockholder being 
turning regulars of Clifton Fadi- John M. Wolfberg, owner of sev 
man. Sam Levenson and George S. eral downtown — house Actor 
Kaufman. James Stewart held 20°) interest. 

Although Shick and Carter got 
together on “Show Business for 
the fall, summer plans for the DUNHILL LADY ESTHER 
CBS-TV Tuesday at 9 pm. spot ’ 


which the firms share on alternate 
week sponsorship, are still split. | 

Beginning July 7, with Schick) Dunhill cigarets, which has can- 
on a hiatus, the net will air “Fol-| celled the NBC-TV Saturday 8-8:30 
low the Leader,” an audience par-| p. m. comedy series, “My Hero,” 
ticipation show from Hollywood | will co-sponsor the Ezio Pinza do- 
with Vera Vague as emcee, in| mestic comedy show, “I, Bonino,” 
place of “Crime Syndicated.” Net|same time on the same web, be- 
probably will drop latter show. | ginning Sept. 12. 

On July 14, for Carter, which is, Its co-sponsor of the new stanza 
staying on through the summer, | will be Lady Esther cosmetics. 
is ad agency for both bank- 
rollers. . 


BUY PINZA TV SHOW 


\called “Anyone Can Win.” 
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Gillette Cuts Loose With Pertinent 
Post-Marciano-Walcott Rating Data 


STERLING AXES BRACE 


The rating payoff continues on+ 


Gillette's sponsorship of the Mar-| 
ciano-Walcott heavyweight cham- 
pionship fight May 15, which end- 
ed in a one-round KO. Show | 
which outrated “I wees Lucy” that 
week, also won the No. 1 AM spot 


in the Nielsen May 10-16 survey 
for ABC (which carries the AM 
version while NBC-TV airs the 
televersic 

This has raised speculation in 
{ trade whether Pabst, which 
dropped the radio portion of it 
“Blue Ribbon Bouts” last Decem- 
ber for a TV-only airing on CBS 
hadn't made a mistake. CBS Radio 
made a real pitch for Pabst to re- 
tain its AM sponsorship, but the 


firm believed it had all the ex- 
posure ‘t wanted in television for 
the price it wanted to pay. 

Top spot of the “Cavalcade of 
Sports” show, in the case of the 


Marciano-Walcott go, underscores 
the fact that good fights, or those 
that premise to be outstanding 
scraps, are in a Class by them 


selves. While the fights ordinarily 
pull high ratings, an interesting 
out-of-the-ordinary bout soars in 
the rating list like an extraspecial 
special event 

An analysis of Nielsen two-week 


averages over January, March and 
May shov Pabst (vs “This I 
Your Life’) and Gillette (vs. ‘‘M1 
and Mrs. North”) consistently 


nearest competitors 
leaped far ahead on 
Marciano-Walcott 


ahead of theit 
gut Gillette 
the basi of the 
bout 
Interestingly enough, the fight 
opposition does not suffer any sub 
stantial rating drop when a special 
fight cops a stratospherical rating 
indicating that the fights 


audience of their own and gain an 
extra audience with a superdupe! 
battle, and that the fairly constant 
opposition audience might be a 
women’s audience uninterested in 


fisticuff 

Another point of 
about the fights is 
much better in the 
ings than in the nine cities that 
Nielsen selects to measure almost 
identical, simultaneous three-net- 
work opposition. One station mar- 


significance 
that they do 
national rat- 


kets are fattening the ratings of 
the regular fights. In the nine 
cities, during the first half of 
April, for instance, both “This Is} + 
Your Life’ and “Mr. and Mrs. 
North” outpulled their pugilistic | 
opposition. With fewer one-station | 


cities as TV markets open up, the 
fight ratings generally seem to be 
headed dewnward. 

Meanwhile, Gillette 
ing its presentation of the fights 
during the summer. Beginning 
next Friday (3) until Sept. 4, the 
company will sponsor a half-hour | 
sports newsreel on NBC-TV from 
10 to 10:30 p.m. “Greatest Fights 
of the Century,” sponsored by 
Chesebrough, moves from 10:45 
to 10:30 p.m., and a new 15-minute 
program, “it Happened in Sports,” 
with Bud Palmer as host, will go 
in amemeeiieins at 10:45. 


Survey Shows TV Set 
Owners Will Pay $1 For 
Good Pix, World Series 


Hollywood, June 30. 
Willingness of viewers to pay 
for programs they want on TV is 
indicated by June Tele-Census sur- 
vey, the ninth of a series, 


bury College, Los Angeles. Proj- | 
ect was urder supervision of Pro- 
fessor Hal Evry, with professors | 


and students reaching more than 
: ) teleset owners in the 16 eco- 
! districts of L. A., as well as 
in Bay Area of San Franecsico, in 
Sait Lake City, and in Ames. Iowa 

More than half of set owners 
queried in the’ four cities were 
Willing to pay $1 per program (if 


not otherwise available) on home 
IV tor each world series game and 
for first quality feature pix. More 


than three-quarters would not pay 
$1 at a movie theatre (if not avail- 
able on home TV set) for a world 
series game or a char npaionship | 
boxing niatch. More than 53.6% 
would rather pay $1 via home sub- 
scription than at a theatre. 
Moreover, set owners indicated 
a number of subjects they would | 
like to learn through TV, including | 
history, psychology, music, foreign 


language and literature—and more | 
than 54.5°7 in all cities were will-'ever decides 


ing ‘o pay 25c once a week 


have an! 


is hiatus! 


by Wood- | 





Sterling 
two ABC 
Mark Sabre 


TV and “M3 
‘dio. “Homic 
with the U. S 


July 6, 
Air Force 


Talent Patrol’ 


Monday n 
nothing set 
vacated by 


On racio, 
time via its 
starts 


which 
on July 7, a 
stanza, star 
arent set 5 


crime 


OF ABC CRIME SHOWS 


Drug is cancelling its 
shows, ‘‘Ins 
—Homicide Squad” on 
ystery Theatre” on ra- 
ide” bows off effective 
Army 4nd 
sponsored 

into tne 


pec tor 


alternately 
moving 


ght 8 p.m. time, and 
for the 9:30 slot being 
“Talent Patrol 

web will fill in the 


Byline,” 
weekly 


“Three-City 
four nights 
nd a 15-minute 
and format of 
et. 


Palsy Fund's 506 


In Frisco Telethon 


Sar 
Nation's 
running jv 
31 hou p 


uncounted 
pouring in, 
bral Palsy 
UCP annua 
say area 1 
TV from 9 
3:59 a.m. 


More that 


Hollywood and San 


atres, niter 
tions brou 
| individua 
; Marsha Hu 
Edwards at 
| prez Lee G 


ct one 


an on 


cht in a 


1 Francisco, June 30 
longest radio-telethon, 
minute short of 
ulled in $500,333, with 
cash and checks. stifl 
for the United Cere- 
Fund. Third annual 
1 UCP marathon in the 
KGO and KGO- 


p.m. Friday (26) until 


Sunday. 


1 500 guest artists from 
Francisco the- 
radio-TV 
total of 80,000 
contributions. Actress 
nt, tele emcee Ralph 
id local TV Academy 
iroux emceed the tele- 


ies and 


thon, while Evangeline Baker and 
Fred Jorgensen handled the radio 
end. KGO officials reported re- 
sponses ta the AMer from Italy, 
Guam, Germany and Switzerland, 
to which some of the. signals 


bounced, 
Take this 


of the pre 
$279,000 


netted 
| pitch emcee 
Dragnet” 

away this \ 
Marge & ( 
Smith, Art 
| Bobby 
| Ralph 


| Griffin, Cra 


commitments kept 


Driscoll, 
Sutton, 


year far exceeded that 
vious telethon, which 
during a 27-hour 
d by Jack Webb, whose 
him 
ear. Guestars included 
sower Champion, Jack 
Baker, Marie Windsor, 
Joan Weldon, 
Jan Clayton, Merv 
ig Stevens, Joan Evans 


and a host of others. 





ADELMA 


Louis Ad 
'tions§ for 


;} Armed For 
is leaving the network and | 


| many, 


|} returning to the U. S. 


inext two w 
| vears, 

ficer and 
| capacity, 


96 radio s 


England. T 


consists of 
30 transmit 


| “Europe,” 


N RESIGNING 


elman, chief of opera- 
programming of the 
ces Network in Ger- 


within the 


ceks. In the past nine 


1946 in a civilian 


Italy to 
Germany 


tations from 
he AFN in 


CBS-TV’s Kiddie Accent 


| on Sundays. 


musical | 
which | 


| Broadcasting Corp. 


|NHL 


sta- | 


On New Weekend Entries 


CBS-TV is planning an ambiti- 
ous kiddie block of programs for 
the fall from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
| Saturdays, and 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday now has} 
“Rod Brown,” “The Big Top,” and | 
“The Lone Ranger” during the) 
three hours, but also an hour of | 
local programming. With cancella- | 
tion of the M & M Candy Carnival 
ast week, entire 11 to 1 Sunday 
time currently is all local. 

Dick Lewine, in charge of net 
daytime programming, is_ blue- 
printing several entries for the 
kiddie areas, among them “Billy 
Buckles,” which has just been au- 
ditioned 


CBC Rule Bans Sportscast 
Revamped from Rival 
AMer, Limits Pitch Time 


Ottawa, June 30. 
Regulations providing “for only 
minimum standards in broad- 
issued by Canadian 
here last week 
was a han on airing 
broadcasts of sports 
built on wired 
until the 





some 
casting” were 

Ine luded 
reconstructed 
or other events 
sources of information 
event concerned 
long as a direct airing of the event 
is available. This probably stems 
from a beef placed before the Jan- 


uary meeting of the CBC govern- 
ors by Foster Hewitt, operator of 
CKFH, Toronto indie, and w.k 


sports broadcaster. Hewitt claimed 
rival CKEY, Toronto, was using 
his National Hockey League out- 
of-town airers to produce its own 
descriptive shows CKEY 
owner J. K. Cooke denied it. 

Another 
content of radio programs on all 
Canadian stations in a scale rang- 
ing from one minute of advertis- 
ing in a five-minute show between 
six p.m. and midnight, to six min- 
utes in an hour-long show, same 
period. The advertising content 
can be slightly greater before six 


p.m. (Seven minutes in an hour 
show ). 

“Except in a period of major 
emergency,” no. station can air 


| paid spot station break announce- 


| established 


ments that exceed four in number 
or three minutes in total in any 
15-minute period, unless special ad- 
vance arrangements are made. 
Unchanged are regulations that 
prohibit establishment of an indie 
web in Canada. They read: 1) No 
station shall operate as part of any 
chain or network of 
stations inside or outside Canada; 
2) No station shall broadcast a pro- 
¥vyram through network connection 


‘with another station; 3) No sta- 
tion shall broadcast any repro- 
duced program or speech which 


AFN POST IN GERMANY, 


| 
| 


as an American Army of- | 
since 
Adelman has helped set 
up, maintain or operate more than 


six studio stations and | 


ters. 


says Adelman, who 


has won the Army Award of Em- 
blem for Meritorious Civilian Serv- 


both in 
get back to 
radio and 
as I have a! 
stimulus in 
by the Am 
| pact.” 

He is ret 
wife 


| ice for his AFN work, 
to eight ye 
radio and TV. 


and t\ 


“is about six 
ars behind the U. S. 
I want to 


|and David Vaile to represent radio. 


‘and Walter 


have the effect of simulating a net- 
work of stations not authorized on 
behalf of the (CBC). Any of these 
three may be done with special 


; permission of the CBC. 





Robb Heads RTDG 


Hollywood, June 30 
Hollywood local 
and Television Directors 
elected Bob Robb president, Bill 
Bennington veepee, Ralph Rose 
secretary and John Bradford treas- 
urer. 
Members 


Guild 


elected Tom Kersey 
on the council for two-year terms, 
Grauman and Tony 


Barr to represent TV for similar 


| periods. 


the field of commercial | 


TV because I feel now. 
that thne real | 


wavs felt, 
radio or TV is provided 
erican commercial im- 


urning with his British 
vo children, 





St. Paul Mayor Subbing 


| 
} 
| 


When Not 
er, went 
lout and got 


Minneapolis, 


on his vacation, 


For WMIN News Gabber 


June 30. 


man Page, WMIWN staff- 


none other than Mavor 


John Daubney of St. Paul to pinch- 


ihit for him on_ his 


| shows. 

AS a ne\ 
making goc 
WMIN heac 


ways he a 


radio news 


vscaster, the 
id to the 
is declare 
job aw 


mayor is 
extent that 
“there'll al- 
aiting him if he 
to quit politics and 


ilaw practice.” 


he went | 


-_— —— -—_ — 








AM’s Religioso Coin 


Rapidly increasing source of 
revenue for radio networks 
are various religious groups 
throughout the country. Latest 
breakdown of sponsor classi- 
fications, in the Executives 
Radio-TV Service FACTuary, 
published last week. shows re- 
ligious groups tied for fourth 
place in the number of net- 
work radio shows sponsored. 

Religious groups are spon- 
soring nine network shows, 
tied with automobiles and ac- 
cessories firms and _ topped 
only by foods and food prod- 
ucts, home furnishings, and 
drugs and drug products. The 
religious outfits top such high- 
ly touted bankrollers as to- 
bacco companies, soaps and 
cleansers, gasoline and lubri- 
cant firms and cosmetic and 
toiletry outfits in number of 
shows sponsored. 


item limits advertising ' 


of the Radio| 








‘CAMPBELL SOUNDSTAGE’ 
VICE NBC-TV’S ‘ALDRICH’ 


Campbell Soup Co. 
back to the dramatic format it used 
back in the days when Orson 
Welles was riding righ in radio 
for the company. 
out “Aldrich Family” in TV, the 
soup outfit is installing a ‘“Camp- 
bell Soundstage” dramatic series in 
the Friday night 9:30 period on 
NBC-TV starting July 10. 

Live dramatic show will have 
New York origination, using legit 
talent for the most part. Agency 
on the account is Ward Wheelock, 
which is bringing it in as a “house 
package,” with an approximate 
$20.000 weekly talent-production 
nut. 


Wholesale Exiting 
From Pitts WDTV: 





concludes, as! 


is reverting | 


Having cancelled | 


Authors League-Radio Writers Rift 
Widens With Resolution Exchange 


4 A couple of resolutions . 


| eral meetings have stepped ‘aa 
j fr iction between the , 
League of America and it 

Radio Writers Guild. 

The Screen Writers G 
ALA recently lost an NL} 
tion to the new indepen: 
vision Writers of Ameri¢ "I 
| diction over freelance net h o 
writers. The ALA c! 
three RWG delegates to 
council have helped the 
defeat their sister guild s 

Last week, at an ALA 2 
in New York, a resolutior ned 
the ALA council memb: f the 
RWG that “they be requir P 
July 23, 1953, and after consulta. 
tion with their own membership, 
to state officially that they wily 
in the future work for the interests 
of the League and abide hy the 
decisions of the, League « 
| properly voted in meetin; 

failing such action will r¢ 
ithe ALA council and f the 
RWG council.” 

Effect of the pressuring I. 
| ion was an eastern regional KWG 
| membership meeting in Ne York 


‘ 


Pittsburgh, June 30. | last Thursday (25), at whic! ; 

New NBC-TV affiliate in San/ bers voted unanimously to k 

Diego, Calif., KFSD, is depleting | their delegates to the League Ne 

WDTV staff here wholesale the! cil. The RWG members passed the 
end of this week. Jack Tolen, di-| following answering resoluti¢ 

rector at local station sirwe it|/ “Resolved that we give our dele- 

first went live, has been appointed! gates on the Authors Leacue’s 


director of the ‘West 
and Charlie | 


program 
Coast operation 
Baldour, who with his wife, Betty 
Carr, has been doing the daily 
“Meet Your Neighbor” show here, 


Miss Carr will also do 
on KFSD similar to 
their local ‘‘Neighber” half-hour. 
Shifts of Tolen.§ and 
|means an additional loss for WD- 
TV since Tolen’s wife is 
| Steiner, pantomimic and one of 
the most popular entertainers de- 
i veloped locally by teevee. 

Flock of WDTV staffers mean- 


He and 
a program 


while are following two old associ- | 


ates, Larry Israel and Don Faust, 
to WENS, Channel 16 UHFer 
which wilt go on the air late next 


month to take this city out of the | 


| single-channel category for the 
first time. Israel and Faust were 
|'both DuMont station execs until 
the first of the year when, with 
backing of three tip industrialists 
| here, 
| 16 


Don Menard is leaving WDTV, 
where he replaced Faust as super- 


'visor of production, to become 
lsales manager of WENS. He had 


previously been an account execu- 
tive. Dave Murray, top newscaster 
at WDTV who had originally been 
'brought here from Dayton, by 
Faust, 
as program director and will also 


present sponsors on WDTV, Fort 
Pitt Brewing Co. Murray's being | 
replaced on Channel 2 as news) 
leditor and newscaster by Bill 





Burns, moving over from radio! 
station KQV, where he’s been 
since end of World War II, and 


burns in turn will be followed on 
AMer by Jack Henry,* former 
sportswriter for Hearst's Sun-Tele- 
graph who for several years has 
been a sportscaster on KQV. Hen- 
ry continues with his five-minute 
sports shot every weekday evening | 
under the new setup. 





Unity House Sponsors 


Stadium Intermissions | 
Unity House, the Pocono Moun- | 


| tains resort owned and operated by | 


| the International Ladies Garment | 
Workers Union, has signed to spon- 
|sor the intermission features on 
|; WQXKk’s (N.Y.) Thursday night 
broadcasts of the Lewisohn Sta- 
dium Concerts. 

Concerts themselves can't be 
| sponsored, but hotel is bankrolling 
ithe 15-minute sessions by com- 

poser-pianist Abram Chasins. sta- 
| tion’ s music director. Six concerts 
jin all will be aired. Lloyd S. How- 
}ard Associates is the agency. 





Pittsburgh—Fred Eames, Jr.. has! 


just been appointed chief engineer | 


| for WENS, UHF Channel 16 which | 


| 

| expects to get rolling some time’ 
| this summer. Station is to be a, 
| basic ABC affiliate, also picking, 
; up CBS programming that WDTV, 
— cily’s only teever, doesn't | 
us . 


goes along as production manager. | 


Baldours | 


Mitzi | 


they were awarded Channel | 


goes with Israel and Faust ! 


do a daily newscast for one of his | 


council a full vote of confidence, 
; and we denounce the effort 

|; seat them as improper and \- 
| sStitutional. Furthermore we have 
| requested our representatives to re- 
main on the Authors League coun- 
el,” 

| Over the weekend, the RWG na- 
tional executive committee met in 
New York to discuss the effects 
of the TWA victory in the NLRB 
election and of the ALA and RWG 
membership resolutions. It’s 
ported that the RWG policy mak- 
|ing body, consisting of the presi- 
ident and three vice presidents, 
found reaffirmation in a 
ship questionaire of a goal 


members 


to | e 


one guild in broadcasting, with 
radio and television jurisdiction. 
Hector Chevigny, RWG prexy, 


|had no comment, It’s understood, 
however, that he called a meeting 
for July 15 of the RWG delegates 
to the league council, to discuss 
action to be taken, 





F rank Stanton’s Pitt 
| Visit Linked to New 
| Scramble for Ch. 4 


Pittsburgh, June 30 

The race here for Television 
Channel 4 really became a scram- 
ble last week with the entry of two 
‘more applicants. Community Tele- 
| vision Co., headed by Edward J. 
| Hirshberg, owner of radio station 
| WEDO in McKeesport and also 
genera] manager of WACHB in Kit- 
| tanning, Pa., and WEIR in Weir 
ton, W. Va., put in its bid Thurs 
| day (25), just two days after 4 
group from nearby Greensburg, 
Pa., headed by Attorney Scott 
| Fink, had applied. 
| Previous applicants had been 

radio stations KQV and WCAE 


here and WLOA in_ Braddock. 
WCAE is owned by Hearst and 
KQV by Allegheny Broadcasting 


| Corp., which sold 45% of its stock 

{a year ago to CBS. WLOA is op- 
erated by the Matta Broadcasting 
| interests. 

There was a suspicion here 
the last-minute rush for filing for 
Channel 4 may have been the re- 
sult of a hint Frank Stanton, pres'- 
dent of CBS, dropped here while 
in town for a big party which we’ 
|comed KQV into the CBS fold. ©o° 
lumbia outlet here for quartet 
a century had been WJAS 
operating more or less along @ 
lines but with a Mutual affili 
KQV having previously been 
Mutual station in Pittsburgh 
that time, Stanton said he thou 
a deal might shortly be wor: 
'out among KQV, WCAE én 
| WLOA for Channel 4. 

Less than a week after that 
around, the McKeesport 
Greensburg groups hopped in 
their applications. ten it doe 
| look as if Channel 4 will be he 
signed until the FCC gets aroun 
}to the hearings. 


that 


Fe ee oo DS 


t 
d 
h 
t 
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Do 
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Everywhere Y O U Do Business, 
VARIETY is always there — ahead of 


you. 


And, everywhere YOU do business 
... you hear people say, ‘Did you see 


what VARIETY said .. .?' 
This, by virtue of VARIETY's ‘trade 


scope’ in reporting the various trends 
in and around the Radio and Tele- 
vision Business. 


That means concentrated reader- 
ship interest. 


Since 1922, before any other publi- 


cation, VARIETY recognized the com- 
mercial and entertainment value of 
radio and instituted a special radio 
department. 


Then, in 1929, VARIETY was first 


again by reporting to the trade the 
commercial, talent and production 
progress made by television. 





NEW YORK 36, CHICAGO 11, 


154 West 46th Street 


612 No. Michigan Avenue 


Because of these Radio and Tele- 
vision FIRSTS, plus the keen reader- 
ship interest, your advertising in 
VARIETY is sure to reach everyone, 
EVERYWHERE YOU DO BUSINESS. 


Today, new TV film vistas are open- 
ing. Here, too, VARIETY's week-to- 
week appraisal is custom-made for 
the advertiser, the agency and the 
producer, highlighting the new devel- 
opments in an exciting new branch of 
show business. 


Your advertisement in one issue of 
VARIETY will make more profitable 
business calls for you than you could 
possibly make in a year. 


The 8th Annual RADIO AND TELE- 
VISION REVIEW AND PREVIEW EDI- 
TION will be out soon. 


Make your space reservation at 
any office listed below. There is no 
advance in rates. 


VARIETY 


HOLLYWOOD 28, 
6311 Yueea Street 


LONDON, WE 2 
8 St. Martin’s Place 
Trafalgar Sq. 
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WONDERFUL CITY 


With Harry Wismer, Jimmy Car- 


roll, Lois Hunt, John Scott, suit 


Brandwynne Orch 
Producers-Directors-Writers: 
Baily, Sam Levine | 
25 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri.; 10:35 p.m. 
HOLLAND FURNACE CO. 
MBS, from N.Y. 
(Lindeman) 
Idea of a giveaway show without | 
any strings attached—not even a| 
quiz—is a bit novel, and it’s Car- 
ried off in neat fashion on this Mu- 
tual airer which revolves about the 


theme of New York Warm heart 
Program, emanating from the Bilt- 
more Hotel, is a sort of Strike It 
Rich ithout the quiz portion, and 
emphasis is on worthy or human 
caus 

Harr W er, in a departure 
{re ual sportscasting 
chore ‘ ee th one, and ex- 
cept for iple of tilted phrases 
conveved a ense ol varmth on 
sho caught C,uest included a 
woman who has spent the last 10 
yeal aiding disabled children; a 
Jiolivwod resident who came to 
New York to try to break into 
films and a Connecticut father eat 
came to New York to keep an ap-| 
pointment with his sailor son to go} 
to a baseball game, despite the fact | 


that the son had died 


Guests got | 


pifts and prize the disabled kids 
pot toys and a piano the aspiring | 
film star got a wardrobe and a Par- | 
amount audition and the tather got 
a special box to a Yankee game 
with four orphaned youngsters as 


particularly, 
pesture 


his guests. Last, 
a touching 


vas 
Was 


So that it isn't all bathos, and as 
# substitute for the usual quiz ses- 
sion, program has singers Jimmy 


Carroll and Lois Hunt, along with 
the Nat Brandwynne Orch, doing 
yeoman musical chores. Miss Hunt 
was jl] on day caught, but Carroll | 
projected effectively, and the 
jrandwynne combo showed its cus- 
fomary smoothness. Scripting job | 
by producers-directors Mel Baily | 
and Sam Levine fastidiously avoid- 
ed the embarrassing and the cloy, 
and was generally excellent. 
Sponsorship deal is an interest- 
ing one, Holland Furnace Co., of 
Holland, Mich., pacted for the final 
15 minutes of each program after | 
it had tried the network on two) 
one-shot deals with Wismer inter- 
viewing Rocky Marciano and Joe 
Walcott before their, bout. Appar- | 
ently, the one-shots paid off, and 
there's no reason why this one 
shouldn't also. Program, 


tally, is aired in N.Y. at 1 p.m., re- 
placing the now defunct ‘“Lunch- 
eon at Sardis.’ Chan. 


THE BETH 
Producer: 


HOLLAND SHOW 
Barney Young 
Director: Don Painter 

Writer: Miss Holland 

25 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 3:30 p.m. 
Suetaining 

WABC, N. Y. 


Though touted as being a_ pot- 


| 
inciden- | 
| 


aba Abba bbb ba banat 


Radio Follow-Up 


Blossom’ Seeley 


Fields, the Lunts of the variety | 
field, have taken over the disk- 
jockeying chores of Ted Husing 


while the latter is vacationing, and | 


are giving this WMGM, N. Y.. 
platter session an entertaining and 
authentic atmosphere. 

Billed as “Mr. and Mrs. Show 
Business,”’ which they virtually are 
they dispense an extremely enter- 
taining brand of gab plus an iIn- 
tinct for selection of records that 
will keep the jistener entertained 
and attentive to the commercial 
pitches: Efforts on the first day 
indicate that they could hold down 
a similar slotting on a year-round 
basi 

Both Miss and 
handled themselves like the 
biz vets they are on their first try 
at the mike as Husing’s pinchhitter 
They speak entertainingly of show 


Seeley Fields 


show 


biz personalities, can deliver anec- 
dote on those they have worked 
with. and that includes virtually 
everybody of consequence, and 


i they know enough about entertain- 
lment to come up with recordings 
that will please virtually every 
body 

This couple, of course, are vet- 
ierans in the variety and cafe field 
and recently were filmbioged in 
“Somebody Loves Me Tunes | 
from that score were etched in an 
M-G-M album of the same name. 
They're taking a rather heavy 
assignment in doing two hours 
daily, first hour starting at 10 a.m. 


and their second spot commencing 
at 5 p.m. But this couple has 
enough background and knowledge 
of the field to backstop the platters 
with a excellent brand of verbiage. 
They show charm and intelligence 
and enough disk savvy to hit the 
top in the deejay field anytime they 
want to give up trouping. Jose. 


“ABC Playhouse,” the Thursday 


which the network is trying to sell 
as “pilots” for fall radio series, has 
tried a number of techniques—in 
comedy and drama, the 
for Two,” with Rex Harrison and 
Lilli Palmer; in drama, “The Chain,” 
a combination of two separate 


and Benny} 





' night series individual programs of | 


“Theatre | 


stories and casts tied up at the end | 


of the half-hour into a single story 
but permitting two 15-minute spon- 
sors to retain their identity. 

Now, it’s ventured off into the 
field of the panel show with a pack- 
age called ‘“‘Who’s the Boss?” and 
its airing last Thursday (25) came 
off fairly successfully. Program, 
stvled slightly after “What's My 
Line?” had a panel questioning the 
secretaries of famous bosses, with 
the object of learning the identity 


lof the boss. Secretaries, answering 


“ves” or “no,” got $5 for each ‘no,’ 


— of fashion notes, household | with the ante going up after each 


iints, human interest items, re- 
cipes, straight news and records, 
“The Beth Holand Show” is 


grooved primaril* along the lines 
of a disk jockey stanza, It’s a plat- 
ter show targeted at the house- 
wifes, with Miss Holland offering 
various tips and comments de- 
signed for femme consumption. 
Gab segment of the preem show, 
Monday (29), didn't have’ too 
much to offer. However, talk 
wasn't too heavy, with platter 
spins and chitchat evenly distribu- 
ted. 

Topics brought into play” on 
opener included TV's effect on 
children, some film news, an obit 
on the woman who invented the 
windshield wiper and some _ sug- 
gestions pertinent to housekeeping 
and vacationing. Among. tunes 
played were the current pops, 
“Ruby” and “Pretend.” Other 
numbers played included “Some 
Enchanted Evening,’ “Cruising 
Down the River’ and “June Is 
Busting Out All Over.” 


round of questioning by the panel. 


Betty Furness acted as moderator 
of the session, with the panel con- 
sisting of actor Martin Gabel, act- 
ress Polly Rowles, and the husband- 
and-wife radio team of Bea Wain 
and Andre Baruch. Latter pair pro- 
vided a sideshow of their own via 
their family cracks, styled after 
their longtime WMCA, N. Y., disk 
show, “Mr. & Mrs. Music.” in all, 
panel made an interesting group 
and gave the show a party atmos- 
| phere. Miss Furness handled her 
} assignment nicely, except for one 
| slip on the transcription in which 
| she referred to its being the ‘“‘after- 
/noon” while the show was being 
| played off at night. 

Secretaries themselves proved no 
| less an interesting group. Repre- 
| 





sented were the secretaries of 
| Richard Rodgers, James A. Farley, 
| Judge Samuel Liebowitz and Dr. 
| Ralph Bunche, and the sidelights 
}on their public (and a little bit 
| private) lives made for interesting 
| listening. Show has strong possi- 


Miss Holland, who's appeared on | bilities as a permanent series, for 


Broadway in several shows, 
ducts the program amiably. 
Jess. 


con- 


D.C.’s FM Semi 
A minar 
Washington, June 30. 
One of town’s smallest FM_ sta- 
lions is trailblazing with first uni- 
versity-of-the-air in Capital's his- 
tory. Co-op station WCFM, which 


boasts sole femme station manager | 


on local scene, debuts its educa- 
tional series July 6 for an eight- 
week “summer seminar” with two 
air classes nightly. 


New educational venture will be 
on a completely non-profit basis, 


according to manager Imogene Put- | 


nam, with each of the 10 sponsor- 


ing colleges and cultural organiza- | 


tions picking up tab for its own 
series. Curriculum will be varied 
and aduit, running from Catholic 
U's lectures on philosophy and 
religion to National Art Gallery's 


radio or television. Chan, 


Alistair Cooke once made the 
shrewd observation that, while 
Americans crouch forward while 
| listening to a radio program, the 
| British tend to lean backwards. 
This relaxed school of radio pro- 
gkramming is nicely illustrated in 
“London Column,” the 
15-minute documentary essays 
| produced by the BBC, which ABC- 


| 
| 


| Radio has been using as a summer | 
Alistair | 


replacement for 
Cooke Program.” 

On the third of these glimpses 
into English life heard last Sunday 
| (28), the BBC attempted to analyze 
in dramatic form “The Anatomy 
of the British Film.” It was a lei- 
surely, graceful work, singularly 


“The 


series of | 


| free of the jingoism or pugnacity | 


| 


one would expect of a country 
boasting of its visual art. It was 
ready to concede that the U. S. 
had all the glamor stars, but the 
British were more 


discussion of symphonic literature./ their directors; that the U. S. film 


conscious of ! 


38th PARALLEL—USA 
With Will Rogers, Jr., narrator; 
Tom Scott, guests 


| weqdinaaes Al Morgan 
Mel | FFF FFF tOOF Fst seeseoes 60 Mins., Fri. (26), 9 p.m. 


CBS, from N.Y. 


This full-hour airer, fourth in & | 4o4¢¢ 


series of pubservice programs 


of public affairs, Stuart 


| 


was timely, pertinent and _ all-re-; 


| vealing as well as ee 
ast | 
| Friday night (26) to mark the third 
start of Korean hos-| 


the loftier sense). Presented 
anni of the or : 
tilities, under the sensitive guid- 
ance of producer Al Morgan, the 


airer wasn’t the usual documen- 
tary ot impressions from our 
forces on the 38th parallel in Ko- 
rea 


Instead. one heard a story about 


the same 38th parallel, but in the 
U.S., cutting across the heart of 
America through 12 states from 
California to Maryland. From peo- 
ple living on this parallel, in Na- 


vada, Colorado, Indiana, Kentucky, 
the producer found folk intimately 
tied up with events in 
Their kin had fought or were fight- 


ing in Korea; some had died and 
were buried there. The program's 
message was plain and incisive—— 


Korea, | 





From the Production Centres 


444444 





planned by CBS Radio's director! JY NEW YORK CITY... 


Novins, | 


Eldon Hazard, CBS Radio research director, celebrated Father's [ay 
prematurely by shooting 79 on the golf links. Two days later 23) 
Mrs. Hazard gave birth to a girl, seven pounds nine ounces . . . Donald 
M. Crawford appointed coordinator for RCA International Di, 
associated companies in Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, ( 
England, Greece, India, Italy, Mexico and Spain... Rey Shults, 
account exec with CBS Radio Spot Sales, leaving July 5 for Fi 
retirement Mel Spiegel, Godfrey flack, off to Canada this 
for two-week vacation 


n 


While 20th floor offices are being redecorated, CBS prexy Frank 
Stanton had set up shop at the St. Regis hotel, N. Y Stuart 
Sherman, board chairman of Sherman & Marquette agency, has t 
a book about a recent trip to Mexico tagged “The Aztec Two-s 

. Chesterfields renewed Les Griffith's daily news show « 

. WHLI airing the four-program dramatic series, “Theatre of 
produced by Himan Brown for the United Jewish Appeal Jacques 
Fray moves his classical disk show into afternoons on WQXR h 
station putting “Travels in Music” into evening time Fray preempied 

American Association of Advertising Agencies announced election 


,of Charles Tombras & Associates of Knoxville to membership 


the 38th parallel in Korea has en-| 


tered the lives of everyone on that 


| parallel; what happens to people 
|anywhere in the 20th century af- 
fects people everywhere. 

There were brief interviews 
with people in the Frisco water- 
front, in San Joaquin valley, in 


Utah, in Illinois. A California wife 
talked with her husband in Korea; 
GI's in Korea with relatives on the 
U.S. 38th parallel taped messages 
for home. A midwest college pres- 


ident on the parallel discussed the | 


Korean vets back on campus and 


what better students they were. A} 


far west woman who lost kinfolk 
in the war, wanted the war contin- 
ued till Korea was united: another 
wanted the truce and her loved 
ones back. 

These were simple, honest, run- 
of-mill Americans, some 
Spanish, foreign, southern, 
western accents. 
never falsely 
Narration by Will 
Rogers, Jr., was in the same vein, 


WNYC preeming “Speaking of Music,” half-hour feature with soloists 
of the Stadium Concerts playing and commenting on their own 
cordings .. . Tyrone Power to read the Declaration of Independence 


as the highlight of WQXR’s observance of Independence Day July 4 
Station will air works of American composers only during that d; 

Harold B. Day, WABC sales staffer, reelected president of the 
Colgate U. Alumni ABC expanding “Little League Clubhous 


to a half-hour Shirley Eggleston into the “True Story” cast Ti 


day (2) ... Ivor Francis and Neva Patterson (of “Seven Year lich’) 
added to “Our Gal Sunday” . Amzie Strickland new to “Romance 
of Helen Trent” ... In new “Lorenzo Jones” sequence are Gertrude 


Warner, Jan Miner, Peggy Sanford, Alan 
and Don MacLaughlin. 

Henry J. Taylor to shortwave his ABC newscasts from eight European 
countries this summer... WOV launched its ‘“‘Glamorama” unit 
touring beauty and fashion show presented for Harlem public service 
projects, with a show at St. Philip’s Auditorium in Harlem Saturday 
(27) for the benefit of the church’s camp fund... Six winners of 
Mary Margaret McBride's Radio Project, which she launched this year 
to select and cite outstanding contributors to community via screen- 
ings by three major religious groups, appeared on her network show 


MacAteer, Robert Pollack 


| last week. 


unvarnished not hvpoed., Tom 
Scott played and sang the back- | 
ground music he composed, and 


this retained the essential simpli- 
city and effect of the program. 
Bron. 


HEADLINES & BYLINES 

With Al Burns, others 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 6 p. m. 
BLUE CROSS & BLUE SHIELD 
WPTR, Albany 


inating in The Times-Union 
ference room with staff members 
broadcasting excerpts from stories 
they have written for following 
|day’s edition, and with Al Burns, 
of WPTR, as integrator, has landed 
a sponsor after a year on sustain- 
ing. It is still a listenable quarter- 
hour, although some of the sheen 
has rubbed off, due principally to 
the interjection of kidding by sev- 
eral reporters. Seldom amusing 
to dialers, the joshing dulls the 
sharp -edge of news and even 
causes fluffing. The informal note 
should be retained; the joking 
eliminated forthwith. 

Format calls for highlights of 
latest wired news, by Jim Davies, 
of paper's desk, the listing of story 
assignments by City Editor Con 
Heffernan, broadcast by six to 
eight reporters, and a national-in- 
ternational wrapup by Burns. The 
| latter pictures himself as traveling 
about the newsroom. On _ occa- 
sions, dramatic tension 
a story unfolds while program is in 
progress. Jaco. 





performers had more dash, but 
theirs tried to stress character act- 


The best part of the program 
; was devoted to replaying sound 
, tracks of films which suggested 
most a distinctively British flavor. 





“To be or not to be” from 
let’; the “sensible” 
from Noel Coward's “Brief En- 
counter”; the restrained school- 
master from “The Browning Ver- 
{sion”; the many - faceted 
Guinness parading his characters 
from “Man In The White Suit,” 
“Lavender Hill Mob” and “Kind 
Hearts And Coronets”;: and the 
zvither theme from Caro] Reed's 
|The Third Man.” 

One of the pleasantly modulated 
voices heard made_ the 
point that Britain, too, had its crop 
of run-of-the-mill B pictures, and 
that the films culled from were 
special showpieces. By using this 
objective, low-key understatement, 
the BBC offers in “London Col- 


love scene 


umn” hands-across-the-sea propa- 
ganda in its most palatable and 
enjoyable form. Rask. 


builds as | 


| writer of KCBS’ Jane Todd show to move to Hollywood . 


with IN SA N FRANCISCO . e e 
mid- | 
They spoke plain- | 
| ly, emotionally but 
ior hysterically. 


Dawn Addams radio-TVisiting during p. a. for “Moon Is Blue” 
Ventriloquist Bruce Sedley, of KROW’s “Nick and Noodnick” team, 
entertained (24) at Childrens’ Hospital ... Due to crowded studie 
conditions, KPIX moved its promotion-publicity offices to an apart- 
ment house next door. KFRC's Dean Maddox aired his amateur 
sesh (27) from Hoberg’s, Lake County ... Nancy Reinike resigned as 
. Miriam 


| Garland resigned from station’s script department for a tour of Alaska 


| Pledger added another 
| time 12 hours, 40 minutes a week! . 


. KYA’s Ben Sweetland on a tape recording jaunt of the continent 
.. . Singer Nancy Harp to marry KPIX floor manager Jack Fleming, 
July 12...KGO’s Ann Holden hospitalized by fall... Doug 
hour to his KNBC schedule making his air 
. Bill Sweeney, Julie Mason and 
Harold Zollerman, members of KFRC’s “Breakfast Club,” gave special 


| performance for the Lions Club of Petaluma (25). 


IN CHICAGO... 


Novel type news program, orig- 
con- | 
' 





| 


Norman Ross, Jr., to do “Olson Travel Show” on Sat. mornings on 
WMAQ starting July 4 Ernie Simon airing a daily 15-minute 
sports comment show via WGN in the 10:45 p. m. slot . . . Robert D. 
Peel, ex of WFRX, Frankfort, Ill., to WIND as production manager 

. “Breakfast Club” auditioning replacements for chirp Peggy Taylor 
who is off for a try at New York on July 24... Donald Ansel new 
flack staffer at WBBM . ABC newscaster Paul Harvey to air his 
July 2 and July 3 shows from Reading, Pa. ... NBC's first femme 
announcer in Chi, Nancy Terry, to emcee a chitchat show on doings 
in the Windy City starting July 6. . . ABC to carry Austin Kiplinger's 
news reporting each evening for 15 minutes starting July 12... 
WMAQ'’s “Uncle Ned's Squadron” show emcee Norb Locke cited by 
the Illinois Wing of the Air Force Assn. . . . Sherwin Robert Rodgers 
& Associates ad agency celebrating fifth anni with a move to larger 
quarters ... Dominic Quinn from WFDF, Flint, Mich., to WIND as 
production staffer... WBBM remoting a giveaway show from lobby 
of a loop bank with Jim Conway as emcee . . . Harry Creighton airing 
Chi’s earliest sports review show 5:45 p. m. daily on WGN .. . WITH, 
Baltimore, staffers Robert C. Embry and Jack Parks hosts and Chi 
time buyers guests at a luncheon at the Drake Hotel last week... 
Joe Wilson booked to describe play-by-play of Big Ten and Notre 
Dame football games this fall via WMAQ... “Breakfast Club” gang 
spotlighted in feature story in September Cosmopolitan .. . Lillian 
Haeck back at her desk at Les Lear Prod. following hospitalization due 
to injuries sustained in an elevated crash ... Jimmy Duffy trans- 
ferred from ABC sales promotion staff to that web’s Central Division 
radio net sales ... Norman and Jean Kraeft doing a daily husband 
and wife farm chitchat show via WGN. 


~|IN PHILADELPHIA .. . 


Sam Elber has been named assistant to William B. Caskey, general 


ing, to capture life as it really is.| anager of WPEN, heading both promotion and program departments. 


Jules Rind will become feature director in charge of news, sports and 
special events coverage for the same station ... Bob Knox, WIBG 
commentator, has been named Philadelphia representative to the West 
Coast convention of AFTRA ... Camden baritone Eddie Roecker, 


Among them were Sir Laurence | Currently featured in “The New Moon,” at the Lambertville Music 
Olivier, rolling out the periods of | Circus, launches half-hour program on WFIL-TV, July 6, with Ace 
“Ham- | Pancoast as his accompanist on both piano and organ. Show tabbed 


“Eddie Roecker Sings” will offer musical comedy numbers .. . Fire- 
works display at The Evening Bulletin’s annual Fourth of July party 


| Will show “I Love Lucy's” Ricky, Jr.. rocking in a cradle, while Lucille 


Alec | Ball and Desi Arnaz are heard via the public address system . . . Dr. 


| Roy K. Marshall, education director of WFIL and WFIL-TV, was pre- 


sented with a portrait of himself painted by Furman Fink and com- 
missioned by the Fine Arts School of Temple University. in recognitior 


| of his work with the “WFIL-TV University of the Air.” 


telling | 


| have set the date—Aug. 10. 


j 
' 
| 
} 
} 
| 


IN PITTSBURGH ... 


Jack Simon has been upped from floor man to a director's berth 
at WDTV ... Rege Cordic and Diane Dunden, both of WWSW staff. 
They'll fly to the West Coast for thei! 
honeymoon . .. Dorothy Daniel, Janet Ross, Wendy King and Rache! 
Adler, associate editor cf TV Digest, will alternate as panelists on 
teevee’s “Ask the Girls” with Catherine Copeland while Helen Wayne 
Rauh and Dorothy Randall are on vacation . . . Tom Johnson and Don 
Faust, two of the owners of WENS, the new UHF channel, were amen? 


(Continued on page 32) 
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Television Followup Comment 


FEPEFEFEFEEFEFEEFEFEFFEFEFEFEFOFEFECHEFEFIGEST SE 1S SRPEEPEFPFSSEE FSFE SEFEPEF OSE TD OOOH 


James A. Wechsler, editor of the 
N.Y. Post, and Godfrey P. Schmidt, 
Fordham U. law professor, both | 
presented their views on book | 
censorship with fierce and articu- 
late conviction last Saturday (27) 
on WOR-TV’s “Armerica Speaks 
Jt was a strictly hammer and-tongs 
affair, with neithe! protagonist 
pausing for levity as they tilted 
verbal lances over the question, 
“What is behind President Eisen- 
hower’s speech on book-burning?” 
r-producer Don Pas- 
panel partici- 


Moderato 
sante and the one! 
pant, WOR-TV's new: commentato! 
John B. Hughes, served a little 
more than silent bystanders. No | 
mention was made of the fact that | 
Roy M. Cohn and G. David Schine, 
Sen. Joseph McCarthy's aides for 
the Senate Permanent Investiga- 
tions Subcommittee, had ducked | 
out from making a_ scheduled 
wppearance, after learning that 
Wechsler was to debate on the 
panel 

About the only 


thing Wechsler 


and Schmidt agreed upon was that 
a book should be judged by its 
content, not by its author. Thus, | 


they both felt it was foolish for the 
State Dept. to purge from Amer- 
ica’s overseas libraries such books 
as Dashiell Hammett’s “The Thin 
Man” and Whittaker Chambers’ 
“Witness.” 

Schmidt made the point that we 
should beware of two extremists— 
those fearful of all books and those | 
who have no fear of some books. 
“Some books should be burned,” | 
he said. “Some books a teacher 
shouldn’t touch with a 10-foot pole. 
We shouldn't let a professor at 
Vassar have his girls read ee | 
on prostitution. And just imagine 
the scandal if we sanctioned Com- | 
munist books that say that pluto-| 
nium looks like cream cheese?” | 

One of the few points made by | 
Hughes was: “A private individual | 
can burn a book of his own if he 
wants to. But the Government has 
no moral or legal right to control 
reading.” 

Wechsler argued that any form 
of book-burning reflected despot- 
ism. In his Dartmouth speech, he 
said, President Eisenhower was ex- 
pressing the deep American tradi- | 


tion that our libraries should be | 
monuments to free and conflicting 
ideas. “I submit that every idea 
even Communism—has the right to 
be exposed in the free marketplace | 
of debate,’ he said. 
Schmidt maintained it was “‘sul- | 
cidal” and “stupidity’’ to take 
Communist writings and offer them 
to Europeans “on a silver platter 
He asked: “Why do you want to 
shut up McCarthy? You so-called 
liberals are just as intolerant of the 
book-burners as they are.” 
Wechsler replied he had no wish 
to shut up McCarthy or anyone 
else with whom he disagreed, and 
indeed, would fight for their right 
to debate with him freely in a 
forum. But he was strongly op- 
posed to those who set themselves 
up as book-burners, assuming that 
only they could determine for 
others what is good and what is 
evil, what is controversial and what 
non-controversial. He urged the 
censors to take to heart Justice 
Oliver Wendell Holmes’ credo: 
“The wise man’s first premise 1S 
that he is not God.” Rask. 


Paul Muni, with his vitality and 
tremendous acting skill all still in- 


tact, made his vidfilm debut Thurs- pourefire commercial offering to be 


day (25) on NBC-TV’s “Ford Thea- 
tre.” Unfortunately, Muni, remem- 
bered so vividly for his portrayals 
in the motion pictures “Life of 
Louis Pasteur.’ “Emile Zola,” 
“Juarez,” “Scarface,” and “I Am a 
Fugitive From A Chain Gang,” 
selected a run-of-the-mill court- 
room meller as the video vehicle 
for his talents. 
The Screen Gems Productions | 
drama. “The People Vs. Johnston,” 
adapted by Jerome Gruskin from | 
an original story by producer-di- | 
rector Arthur Dreifuss, was neither 
particularly good, nor particularly 
bad. It was just that under the 





driving force anplied to the story 
by Muni's acting, its threadbare 
Jack of human values” showed 


through the seams of the thin!y 
contrived plot. 

Nevertheless, it was a pleasure | 
to watch a genuine legit pro in ac- 
tion. Muni, in a handsome black 
moustache and looking remarkably | 
youthful, played a defense lawyer | 
—not the kind he portrayed in| 
Elmer Rice’s “Counsellor At Law,” | 
but more of a Perry Mason-style 
grandstand performer 


ia visual 


| story classic of 


| hattan were the inevitable footage | 


| particular 


|; On top 


Stevens, had been framed in what 
seemed like a circumstantial crime 
of passion. 

The other performers, including 
Adele Jergens, Rex Reason, Glenn 
Langan and Hugh Sanders, were 
competent, but alongside of Muni’s 
knowing gestures and commanding 
voice, they paled into puppets 
Muni is now in Hollywood afte: 
spending six years in Europe, in- 
cluding his performance of Willie 
Loman in the London version ol 
“Death of a Salesman” and untul- 
filled negotiations to do a biopic ol 
the inventor of dynamite, Alfred 
Nobel, Now that he’s back home 
and seemingly prepared to invade 
television, it’s to be hoped that he 
will next select a telefilm equal to 
his stature. Rask. 


“Life in New York,” The Sunday 
afternoon WNBT-Life mag show, 
though om the air now for nearis 
two months, remains an unfulfilled 
presentation in capturing the 
tempo and the heartbeat of the 
great metropolis Last Sunday 
(28) 45-minute installment was a 
case in point, It was designed as 
documentation of three 
“love letters to New York’— an 
F.P.A, (Franklin P. Adams) paean 
of praise; a Brooks Atkinson dis- 
course on the after-dark Time: 
Square pulse and throb, and an 
excerpt trom Irwin Shaw’s short- 
Zirls in summer 
dresses parading Fifth Ave. For| 


|TV marquee values such person- 


alities as John Baragrey, Arnoid 
Stang and Mary Stuart were inte- 


| grated for commentary, along with 


principal narrator Ben Grauer. 
What emerged from it all, how- 
ever, Was something less than in- 


| spiring; in fact, too many moments | 


of dull viewing. To supplement 
the missives of rapture for Man- | 
of Times Sq. at night; department | 
store mobs, the frustrations and| 
joys of a career girl, a w atchmaker | 
located in Grand Central Terminal 
—certainly enough diversification. | 
But for the most part it “played” 
like a filler in a film house. The 
footage (if, at all, shot for this 
series) might just as 


| well have been dusted off the film | 


library shelves. It cried for some | 
offbeat pictorial flashes rather | 


| than the cliche material, but they 


never materialized. The recorded 


| background music, always a vital 
;} component to 


help capture the 
mood of these documentations. 
gave off the same impression of 
easing through an_= assignment | 
without the meticulous care and 
synchronization that were sorely 
needed. “Life In New York” re- | 
mains a good idea for TV projec: 
tion. This isn't it. Rose. 





“Mono-Drama_ Theatre,” Du- 
Mont’s unusual daytime format 
which has a solo thesper enact a 
gallery of characters in 15 minutes, 
is admirably suited for the drama- 
tization of journalistic yarns. Saul 
Carson exploited the formula im- | 
aginatively all last week on WABD, 

Y., in adapting the punchiest 
anecdotes, humor and heroics from 
Oliver Gramling’s book, “The Story 
Of The A.P.” 

Considering the picayune budget 
involved (apart from the one per- | 
former, Stewart Bradley, the show 
only requires sound effects, photos 
and film clips), it would seem that 
DuMont could develop it into a 








sponsored by newspapers or news- | 
magazines. The acceptance of Ber- | 
nard Prockter’s “Big Story” has | 
proven the public’s interest in true | 
newspapermen’s adventures. _ It | 
might well be a profitable package | 

| 


—a Newsweek or a Life magazine | 
using the commercials for selling, 
and its own. staffers’ 


newsbeats | 


| dramatized as potent public rela- 


tions. 
As produced by Jay Bennett and 
directed by Arnee Nocks, the TV 
serialized chapters intimately de- 
picted the news agency as a living 
and breathing entity, with the tele- 
type machine as the symbol of its 
heartbeat. Bradley proved to be 
a versatile performer as he tried 
to portray various A, P. reporters 
assignments through the 
years. He was out of character only 
in one way: that was in each intro, 
when casually puffing a cigaret and 
attired in the inevitable trench 
coat, he slurred the “g's” in his set 
speech. This may have contributed 
an aura of informality, but it in- 
terfered with his acceptability as 


Ast ,a grammar-conscious newsman, 
Using the} 


The monologs set to speech by 


ballistics evidence of a bullet shot | Carson all had the ring of authentic 


through a model's dummy in the 
eourtroom and a slate to trick the 
real murderess into signing her 
name left-handed, he proved to the 
jury that his client, Onslow 


history. Among the most dramatic 
episodes he culled were: the A. P 
man who was almost shot as both 
a Sinn Feiner and a Black Tan spv 
during the Irish Free State rebel- 


| tearful 
Cincinnati Reds threw the World | 


| experimental 


| fashion. 





lion, and wound up in a blind-| foot-to-foot catch, from a bar, of | 


folded interview with Premier 


| Eamon de Valera; the A.P.er who 


scooped the London Times, on its 
own financed archaelogical search 
for King Tut’s tomb, by a trick 
pulled on an Egyptian scientist; 
the reporter who convinced Pancho 
Villa to put off his Mexican war 
until after the 
playoffs, when U. S._ headlines 
would be readier to ballyhoo the 
battles; how the news agency 
refused to accept the U.P.’s “False 
Armistice” at the end of World 
War I; a newsman trying to mollify 
kids when learning the 


Series; and how a newsman died 
while covering the Franco Civil 
War in Spain. 

There were many more sequences, 
all tributes to reportorial ingenui- 
tv. and all staged with an exciting 
flair reminiscent of 
the early radio showmanship in the 
old Columbia Workshop. Rask. 


Robert Q. Lewis substituted on 
CBS-TV’s “Arthur Godfrey’ And 
His Friends” last Wednesday (24), 
and The Q’er was in as fine a fettle 
as he’s ever been, fettling niftily in 
the hoofology, piping and clowning 
departments. However, like the 
other entertainers who’ve doubled 
in brass for the G. on the show, 
including Jackie Gleason, Ed Sulli- 
van, Perry Como and Paul Winch- 
ell, the one art in which Lewis can’t 
equal Godfrey is that of kidding 
the Toni and Chesterfield commer- 
cials. It seems that only Godfrey 
himself is capable of that regally 
informal lese majeste. 

Aided by some tricky lyrics 
dreamed up by Freddy Elton, Lewis 
was particularly delightful as he 
whammed into the goofy ballads, 
“What Is The Q in Robert Q?”, 
“I’m Gonna Change My Name,” 
“Gotta Get Out On The Floor” and 
“Ooh, Ooh, What You Do To Me.” 
He also displayed a surprising agil- 
ity as he joined Julius La Rosa and 


|Frank Parker in an oldfashioned 


piece of 


vocalisthenics, 
Lewis & 


softshoe : 
: Parker,” in 


‘La Rosa, 


| which young La Rosa was offtime, 


Parker fluffed a line, but Lewis 
was swiftly on the beam. 

The emcee with the hornrimmed 
specs, better known for his amiable 
gag routines in the manner of Jack 
Paar or Steve Allen, participated in 
a running situation 
that had them howling. Pretending 
to be a Hooper telephone surveyor, 
he called up various nutty TV view- 
ers, hoping that they’d be tuned on 
to his show. Instead, he got sizzled 
with insults. The patter wound up 
pleasantly with Lewis indignantly 
making one last phone call, only to 
hear a tape-recorded big hello from 
Godfrey himself. 


Lewis introed the rest of the 
Godfrey friends with his _cus- 
tomary savvy and they deliv- 


ered in a like manner, including 
La Rosa piping “Just Another 
Polka” with his fresh, mother’s boy 
charm; Janette Davis doing a torrid 
“Send My Baby Back to Me”; 
Haleloke in an okay version of 
“Moonlight and Shadows” and The 
Mariners (4) in sock harmonizing 
of “My One And Only Heart.” 
Archie Bleyer and his orch sup- 
plied their usual lush backing. 
Rask, 





Last Sunday’s (28) substitute for 
the vacationing Ed Sullivan was 
Tony Martin, who did a smooth job 
of serving up some highly palata- 
ble summer entertainment on CBS- 
TV's “Toast of the Town.” Accent 
was on comedy and music, and a 
good lineup of acts moving at a 
quick pace made the session pleas- 


}ant warm weather viewing. 


Martin, whether singing or em- 
ceeing, is an ingratiating perform- 


er, and aside from a bit excess plug- | 


ging of Bill Miller’s Riviera, where 
he’s appearing, and ae curtain 
speech about how much he loves 
New York (seemingly forgetting he 
was on a network show), he did an 
excellent job on the emcee slot 
As for Singing, there’s only one 
Tony Martin, and he gave a versa- 
tile demonstration of that fact by 
socking across such varied items 
as “Hallelujah!” “Song from Moulin 
Rouge” and “I Believe” in top 
And as a closer, he did 
“Manhattan” against a rear screen 
projection kaleidoscope of street 
scenes that gave the song more ef- 
fectiveness than usual. 

Weire Bros., as the opener, 
turned in a clicko job with their 
violin routine. It's a clever turn 
ideally suited for video, and the 


‘trio was perfectly at home in the 
Acro-aerial act of the} 


medium. 
Geraldos followed, highlight of the 


October baseball | 


comedic bit | 


| the man by the gal. 

Mercury Records’ Richard Hay- 
/man came on to simulate his hit 
| recording of “Ruby,” and with the 
| packing of the Ray Bloch orch and 
an unbilled dance trio in the back- 
| ground, scored nicely, Comic Joey 
Foreman was okay with impres- 
sions of American statesmen, but 
was solid with his bit on the Ke- 
fauver Committee (strange how 
even after two years, impact of 


| 
| 


the televised hearings on the pub-| 


lic still hasn’t worn off, and prob- 
ably won't for a long time to 
come). 

Edna & Waldo still remain one 
of the top comedy dance teams in 
the business, and their hesitant, 
waddling bit retains its freshness 
after repeated viewings. 
gave them a chance to do some 
straight stuff, and his taps ‘and 
splits and her remarkable tapping 
on points were socko. 

Roberta Peters, in the closing 


Encore | 


spot, only did one number, “‘Night- | 


|ingale,” and selection seemed an 
unfortunate choice, despite fact 
that it provided a showcase for her 
range. The flute challenge busi- 
ness is a bit outdated, and she 
would have done well to pick either 
a well-known aria or something in 
the modern vein. Nonetheless, she 


++?4 


which to him represents sec,), 
He holds on to his savings y;: 
crisis arises that threatens t, 
stroy one of his sons. Then ; 
though he differs with the latte, 


ty 


des 


views, he sacrifices his money to 
safeguard the son’s right to free 
speech. Dana Thomas penne , 
neat and intelligent script t 
rarely struck a false note an: " 
vided a very adequate ve! " 


the assembled talent. 
Truex’s complete maste) f the 

medium along with the utt 

man quality of his perfo: nee 

make him one of the top 

on the air. He was given vs 

support by Miss Field as 

long-suffering and yet a 


who, after years of happy ‘a 
| riage, knows how to handls er 
husband 

Joey Walsh as the younger son 
and Denise Alexander as a teen- 
ager out to “get” her man ) ea 
delightful team and Holland ‘ 
rectorial touches helped to give 
their scenes a believable qu 
of awkard youth first experiencing 


an attraction for one anothe: 
Alexander has ability and 
easy on the eye, so TV will | i 
ably see more of her, Walsh ne 
veys an appealing freshness. Like 
Truex, he relies as much on the 


| camera for effect as on the spoken 


did an effective job and was easy | 


on the eves. 

Production trimmings were well 
up to “Toast” par, and camera 
work on show was above the usual 
| high standard. And those filmed 
| Lincoln and Mercury commercials 
continue to be highly appealing. 

Chan. 








| To mark the season's finale last 
{Sunday (28) ‘Hallmark Hall of 
| Fame” came forth with an origi- 
| nal telemusical on NBC-TV that 
| gave evidence of a larger poten- 
| tiality were it not limited by a 
| 30-minute framework. Under this 
[severe restriction “The Mercer 
| Girls” still looked like one of the 
| better tuneshow tries in the medi- 
um. The Poor Pray lyrics, mean- 
|ingful and punchy, and the Albert 

Hague music, a bit reminiscent but 
|lusty, were grooved over most of 
ithe segment; the book itself, also 
}by Poor Pray, was par for the 
course, this being the chief vic- 
;}tim of the time element. 

Sarah Churchill, star of the 
series, was called upon for a cou- 
|ple of songs and acquitted herself 
well in that department consider- 
jing that her main talents seems to 
\lie in another direction. She was 
cast as one of the troupe of east- 
ern girls invading the Seattle fron- 
tier in 1864 to find themselves hus- 
bands in the territory at the behest 
of a pioneer settler named Asa 
Mercer. The thin story revolved 
around he competition between 
two men of the town for her 
“hand in marriage.” 

Even when figured in its locale 
and period and the fact that it 
was based on what was stated as 
a true incident, the playout of 
this theme was strictly for the 
orioles, though ont bad _ hot 
weather stuff. It was in the vocal 
workouts, both solo and grouped 
(aided by members of the Fred 
Waring Glee Club) that the show 
made its big bid for interest. 
Lively in the too-brief proceedings 
was nitery singing comedienne 
Bibi Osterwald, and others featured 
in a troupe of good voices were 
| Stephen Douglas, Robert Wright 
j}and Peter Birch, The orchestral di- 
| rection by Roy Shields was of high 
calibre throughout. Albert 
| McCleery capably directed a large 
least which also included Lloyd 
| Buckley, Walter Donahue, Evelyn 
|Ward, Renee Orin, Rosamund 
Vance, Vin Kehoe and Alan North. 

Trau. 








“Kraft Television Theatre” over 
NBC-TV last week (24) came up 
with another of those’ simple, 
homespun stories that place the 
burden of success or failure. 
squarely on the sholders of the 


| 
| 











word. 

Joe Maross took the part of the 
elder son, a veteran with progre 
sive views that don’t sit well 
his, father’s political associat: 
Janet Degore as his financee dis- 
appointed, which was probably as 
much the script’s fault as her own 
Her exchange with Maross, in 
which she asks him to marfry her 
since she is no longer willing to 
wait for him, lacked logic and de- 
stroyed audience sympathy for the 
character. Quality of the entire 
show should assure it a_ steady 
summer audience. One keeps wish- 
ing that the Kraft people would 
see fit to pull a switch on those 
commercials. They carry strictly 
femme appeal and, even if that's 
the intent, could see some fresh 
ideas. Hift. 

In its first film effort in the east, 
ABC-TV teamed with Rockhill 
Productions to make “Jetfighter,” 
which was presented Sunday ni; 
(28) as the last in the “ABC Al- 
bum” series. Half-hour film, which 
will be used as a pilot for a future 
series (if it can be sold), was 
toplevel job. in all departmen 
combining a timely semi-documen- 
tary approach with a cloak-a: 
dagger story to sustain and height- 
en audience interest all the wa) 

Albert Alley script, filmed at Me- 
Guire Air Force Base in New 
Jersey with the cooperation of the 
Air Force, took as its starting point 
the recent attacks by the Russians 
on American jets over Germany. 
A jet with secret radar equipment 
is forced down on an abandoned 
airstrip in Czechoslovakia, and to 
prevent the Russians from getting 
to the secret, John Granger, a jet 
pilot, and Tige Andrews, a mechan- 
ic, parachute behind the Iron Cur- 
tain to repair and bring it out 

That, briefly, was the story, but 
total effect, as directed by Jack 
Glenn, narrated by Jackson Beck, 
acted by Granger and Andrews and 
a very able supporting cast and 





= 


|filmed by Drummond Drury, made 


for a topnotch half-hour of view- 
ing. Glenn’s direction kept sus- 
pense riding throughout, while 
Andrews especially did a highly 
realistic thesping job as the Air 
Force mechanic. 

One of the highlights was the 
excellent filming, contributed by 
Drury, giving the viewers an e€x- 
cellent look at jets in action from 
all angles. Film quality too ‘done 


iby Princeton Film Centre) was ex- 


performers. In this case, a com-| 


petent cast. headed by 
| Truex and Sylvia Field, managed 
to surround a thin plot with a sat- 
isfying air 6f fullness and meaning 
that measured up to an hour of 
fine entertainment. 

|. Producer-director Maury Hol- 
land couldn't have picked a better 
man that Truex for the lead role 


Ernest | 


| Which demanded tact and under-| 


| Standing. Truex, whose instincts as 


/a performer are ideally suited to 


}acter but never threw it out of 
gear. 

He played a middle-aged man. 
father of two, who has worked 


|; the intimate medium of TV. came | 
through with a well-balanced bit | 
| Of acting that established the char- | 


ling his listeners the truth. T!' 


otherwise routine turn being a'hard to gather a tidy nest-egg! 


cellent, except for a few stoek 
shots of an air battle which were 
a little blurry. Allen Duconey. as 


producer for Rockhill. and Dick 


Hopkins, exee producer for ABC- 

rV on the film, rate kudos fo! 

excellent film. Cha 
“Lux Video Theatre.” whose 


dramas usually end in a frot I 
sweetness and soap bubbles, offered 
a tragic character study of great 
originality and surprising dept) 
last Thursday (25). The offbeat 
drama, “This Is Jimmy Merrill.” 
was scripted by Bernard Drew. 4 
writer new to TV, but whose diaiog 
is edged with an astringent bite 
His story dealt with an aging 14 
dio commentator, Millard Mitche!!, 
slangy, aware of having been “born 
a bum,” equally proud of the sense 
of power his microphone gave fh!!! 
and of his incorruptibility in t 4 
news commentator, however 
faced with a moral crisis when !'8 


(Continued on page 34) a 
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GENERAL ELECTRIC THEATRE | 


side The River) i 
with Broderick Crawford, Skippy 
Homeier, Neville Brand, Virginia 
Gregg, Helene Stanley; Red 
Barber, announcer 
producer: Gil Ralston 
2) Mins.; Sun., 9 p.m. 
GENERAL ELECTRIC 
CBS-TV, from N.Y. (film) 
(BBD&O)} 
As summer replacement for the 
vacationing Fred Waring show, 
General Electric is picking up the 


‘ch teed off Sunday (28) with a 


£ westerner. This half-hour of- 
fering was cast with a couple of 
-olid Hollywood names in Broder- 
ick Crawford and Skippy Homeier, 
but the script managed to pack 


~irtually every cliche in the book 
“this mustang meller. But the 
-liches are durable and they com- 
} d into a moderately entertain- 
entry. 
Yarn revolved around the Pecos 
‘id (Homeier), 
heing rode into town by a Texas 
Ranger (Crawford) for a hanging 
party. En route, they run into a 
passe! of Indians and the Pecos 
} 
t 
1 
} 


K 


, 


<id heroically knocks off a sharp- 


.goting Comanche to save his and 
he ranger’s wife who happen to 


along. At the finale, the Pecos 
Kid makes his. getaway without 
much resistance from the ranger 
10 comes up the biggest chestnut 
the show:-he confesses to his 


.ife that he’s the brother of the 
Pecos Kid. 
4s usual, the commercials for 


GE are highly interesting with Red 
Barber handling the plugs in his 
customary adept style. Herm. 





MASQUERADE PARTY 
With Douglas Edwards, Ilka Chase, 


Buff Cobb, Peter Dorald, Ogden | 


Nash, guests 
Producer: Herbert Wolf 
Director: Lloyd Gross 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9:30 p.m, 
GENERAL FOODS 
CBS-TV, from N. Y. 

(Benton & Bowles) 

General Foods, shopping around 
for a summer replacement for Red 
Buttons, has come up with this 
panel show, and they’ve corraled a 
real sleeper. The Ed Wolf package 
is a highly diverting half-hour, 
rating year-round exposure 

Format is simple—a guest celeb- 
ity comes masqueraded in a cos- 
tume giving a clue to his name. 
Each panelite is allowed five ques- 
tions before the next member must 
pick up the thread, and the entire 
panel is allowed only 
utes to guess the identity of the 
guest. Money at the rate of $1 per 
second, or a maximum of $300, goes 
to the guest’s favorite charity. 

Entertaining elements in the 
show spring from the makeup of 
the panel, the format and the 
guests themselves. Panel consists 
of the over-enthusiastic Peter Don- 
ald, the calm Ilka Chase, the eru- 
dite and witty Ogden Nash and the 
excitable Buff Cobb. Their traits 
make for amusing situations — 
Nash, to everyone’s surprise, turned 
out to be the Joe E. Lewis of the 
literary wortd in guessing the 
identity of jockey Ted Atkinson, 
who came dressed as Paul Revere. 

Doug Edwards, another news- 
caster turned moderator, handled 
the proceedings with a firm 
amused hand, and guests Jackie 
Cooper (whose pirate costume no- 
body guessed through) and Sen. 
and Mrs. James Duff of Pa. (Mr. 
and Mrs. Ben Franklin) proved 
themselves the possessors of ex- 
cellent senses of humor, as did At- 
cinson. 

Show is light and frothy all the 
Way. Chan. 
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN 
With Marty Glickman, Stan Lomax 
30 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 

ABC-TV, from N. Y. 


Via a variety of film clips of 
porting events that have taken 
€ in New York’s Madison | 
ire Garden, ABC-TV has 
up an okay series for 


't fans. On hand to supply a 
own of the indoor competitions 
sportscasters Stan Lomax and 

‘ty Glickman. Through their 

'p and candid commentary the 

Odie events are brought to life 

and make for a comfortable if not 
exciting half hour. 

On the kickoff show Thursday 
Stanza featured clips from a 
noop game between the Roch- 

Royals and the Boston 

ics, an ice hockey fracas be- 
cen the New York Rangers and 
® Boston Bruins, the 27th an- 
rodeo, a basketball clash be- 

‘ween the College All Star team 

and the New York Knickerbockers 

' the heavyweight bout between 

‘rd Charles and Cesar Brion 
clips were well-edited and 

© commentary split between Lo- 

* and Glickman heightened 
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,. bcoming stanzas will continue 
attern with such additions as 
tennis, wrestling, ice revues, 
meets and dog and horse 
Series is skedded to run 
Gros. 


J 


igh Dee, 24. 


TALES OF THE CITY 

With Ann Rutherford, Barry Nel- 
son, Janis Carter, Gary Merrill, 
Olga Baclanova, Robert H. Har- 
ris, others 

Executive producer; William Dozier 

Director: Robert Stevens 

Music: Henry Sylvern 

30 Mins., alternate Thurs., 

WILLYS MOTORS, INC. 

CBS-TV, from N.Y. 
(Ewell & Thurber Associates) 
Ben Hecht, whose slickly pro- 


:30 p.m. 





. for a filmed dramatic series | 


a killer who was | 


five min-| 


but | 


fessional writing in a popular vein 
through a number of media has 
} won him some fame and much fo: 
tune, has elected to toss a honeyed 
| cornball first offering 


as his 


| tele. 
| Initial production of ow 
| Theatre,” subtitled “Ben Hecht 


| Tales of the City,” which preemed 
last Thursday (25) and will be seen 
on alternate Thursdays, was a t 
of incense burned in honor of 
popular myth that New York 
a heart. This vein, of course, has 
been well mined by the sentimenial 
cynics along Broadway. 

As Hecht himself put it, as the 
off-camera narrator (with authentic 


Gotham accent) who _ introduced 
and closed the dramatic story 
“New York is a wasteland with a 


price tag for a soul and a neon 
light for a heart.” 

In the play, a once would-be 
actress (Ann Rutherford) revisit 
the big city with her Des Moines 
husband (Barry Nelson). She h 
fibbed about knowing theatre 
greats. He plans a surprise party 
of the legiters. They all respond by 
| pretending to know her. “You can 
divorce me,” she confesses, “I lied 
about them” He says something 
about daydreams delayed in com 
ing true. Clinch. It’s a wonderful 
town. 

Of the players, Gary Merrill, as 
a playwright and director, came oft 


best, projecting some life in a 
bloodless. play. Miss Ruthert rd 
was saccharine to fit her lines, 


while Nelson, Janis Carter and a 
miscast Robert H. Harris never had 
a chance. Olga Baclanova was a 
kind of feminine reminder of 
Lionel Stander, who appeared in 
many of Hecht’s pix. 

Highlights of the production 
were the amusing film shots of 
N.Y. which opened the show, the 
skillful filmed sequences fitted by 
| director Robert Stevens into the 
major live portion, the Kim Swados 
| set bringing to life a crowded Ital- 
ian restaurant, and Henry Sylvern's 
original musical score. 

Bob Williams, who is becoming 
a familiar face with the many com- 
| mercials he’s handling, handles the 


| Willys plugs (both live and ani- 
|mated) with a straightforward 
| pitch. Horn 


|OPERATION NEPTUNE 

| With Tod Griffin, Richard Holland, 
Harold Conklin, others 

Director: Leonard Valenta 

| Writer: M. G. Brock 

/30 Mins.; Sun., 7 p.m, 

'NBC-TY, from N. Y. 

This kiddie-grooved adventure 

lserial, which preemed last Sunday 

1(28). is a space opera in reverse 





|Where — other military-uniformed 
‘heroes take off in rocket ships to 
|planets in outer space, there to 


\find power-mad_ villains in capes 
|“Operation Neptune,” as originated 
and written by M. C. Brock, pulls 
/a switch by having hero Bill Hollis- 
\ter, also kown as Neptune, hop 
linto a submarine and explore the 
'depths of the sea. Of course he 
| finds three power-mad villains in 
| capes. ; 

| Such stereotyped nonsense 1s no 
|more believable than most of Its 
lilk. but kiddies—say over the age 
lof five—are sure to question how 
the undersea badmen (with soap 
bubbles giving the illusion of 30,- 
/000 feet under the sea) breathe so 


lfreely and walk so easily unde 
the ocean. And without getting 
their capes wet, yet. 

Granting the impossibie  situa- 


tion, which provides some interest- 
ing underwasser film shots and a 
welcome change of locale for mop- 
pets tired of floating in space 
“Neptune” is nevertheless hardls 
different from others in the adven- 
ture-fantasy rut. The clean-limbed 
noble adventurer hero (Tod Griff- 
in) and the bemustached, curved 
evebrow villain (Harold Conklin 
go through thesp paces and tired 
writing as ritualistic as “East 
Lynne.” The usual quota of gadgets 
is evident, but badman Conklin, in 
his swank, modernistic empire of 
the deep, has more elaborate and 
fascinating machines to operate. 
Griffin only has phony sub props 
The sub itself has a more spacious 
interior than the ordinary run of 
tin fish. 

But these are merely quibbles 
Griffin and his sidekick (Richard 
Holland) are captured at the end 
of the first stanza by emissaries 
of the underwater emperor. The 
announcer asks: “Will they be able 
to escape?” Tune in next week 
ete. This is greatest unreality 
of all: to expect to have kids pant- 
ing to tune in the following week 

Horn, 


the 


TV's TOP TUNES 


sheet too quickly. 


With Helen O'Connell, 
erly, Ray Anthony 
Marvin, announcer 

Producer: Lee Cooley 

Director: Ib Melchior 

15 Mins.; Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 7:45 p.m. 

LIGGETT & MYERS 

CBS-TV, from N, Y. 

(Cunningham & Walsh) 
Once the plug for Chesterfield 
cigs find their proper place, this 

show promises to shape up as a 

solid summer replacement for 

Perry Como, This is another pleas- 


Bob Eb- 
Orch; Tony 


ant musical session with a relaxed 
quality and some ace performers 
in singers Helen O'Connell and 
Bob Eberly and bandleader Ray 
Anthony 
The plugs, however, are poured 
on to the over-saturation point 
On the kickoff stanza (29) for this 
‘s, there were some half-dozen 
mmercials, including the open- 
Sound Off” theme, a couple 
of straight pitches by announcer 


lony Marvin and several incidental 


commercial comments by the stars 
of the show. And because the show 
ran a bit short, there was a long 
30-second shot of a Chesterfield 
pack at the finale 

The musical portion was neatly 
presented Miss O'Connell deliv- 
ered the oldie, “I've Got The 
World On A String,” with a bal- 
loon map as a prop and Eberly 
followed with the current click, 
I'm Walking Behind You.” “The 
Bunny Hop,’ illustrated with hoof- 


ing by Anthony and a dance crew, 
made a fine instrumental inter- 
lude, and Miss O'Connell and Eb- 


erly, who were both vocalists with 
the old Jimmy Dorsey orch, closed 
with their old hit, “Amapola.’ 
This, incidentally, is an all-Capitol 
Records layout Herm, 
RAY DOTY 

Producer: Eric Blau 

Director: Lee Polk 

30 Mins.; Sunday, 10:39 a.m. 


WORLD NEWS LETTER 
DuMont, from N.Y. 
Ray Doty attempts a rather large 


| Guests 


| ARTHUR MURRAY PARTY 
Kenzie, Melvyn Douglas, Walter) With Eddie 


Slezak, Steve Allen, Dominique, 


" [REVLON MIRROR THEATRE 
With Kathryn Murray, Gisele Mac- | (The Little Wife) 


Allie Reynolds, Ed Lonat, Mickey | 


Mantle, others 
Director: Bert Shevelove 
BRISTOL-MYERS 
30 Mins., Sun., 9:30 p.m. 
CBS-TV, from New York 
(Doherty, Clifford, Steers & 
Shenfield) 


It seems that nothing can keep 
the Arthur Murrays from throw- 
ing a party. If it’s not on one net 
work it’s another. If they're not 
footing the bill themselves some 
one else is picking up the tab 
This time out they’re summer re 
placing the Ken Murray and Alan 
Young shows on the CBS lanes 
with Bristol-Myers laying out the 
loot for the weekly shindigs 

And no’ matter who's sponsoring 
or Who's telecasting, the Murra‘ 
parties are all alike. Mrs. Kathryn 


Murray continues to hostess, name 
guests continue to be amazed that 
she’s really a grandmother despite 
her trim figure, and the Murray 
dancers continue to prance around 
in some uninspired ballroomology 
The guests are generally divided 
into two classes—those who stand 
around and those who perform. On 
the preem party Sunday (28) the 
Stand-arounders were Walter Sle 
zak, Melvyn Douglas and Steve 
Allen while the performers were 
Gisele MacKenzie and Domini 
who fell into neither cate 
gory were Yankee ballplavers Allie 
Reynolds, Ed Lopat and Mickey 
Mantle. All that can be said of 
them is that the Yankees dropped 
their seventh = straight ballvame 
that afternoon and manager Casey 
Stengel would be doing baseball 
fans and televiewers a turn if he 


| kept ‘em home at night 


order on this Sunday morning kid- | 


He's 
but a 


die display 
lustrator, 


an il- 
com- 


not 
story 


only 
teller, 


mercial spieled and an entertainer, | 


and surprisingly he comes out 
ahead in all departments. Doty has 
a neat faculty of being able to il- 
lustrate a story almost as rapidly 
as it’s being told him 

The process of making his draw- 
ings is interesting to watch and 
they come off with an easy charm 
It's unfortunate that he doesn’t 
give the audience sufficient time 
to appreciate the art work upon 
its completion. He tears off the 


Doty interviews guests and at 
show caught, a dancer related an 
anecdote which he illustrated with 
rapidfire technique. He told a story 
himself which he made moye vivid 


| by way of his artwork and he insti- 


tuted a contest asking for character 


Miss MacKenzie topped the guest 


lineup with a neat warbling bit 
She's a wholesome looker with a 
warm piping style and she _ hit 


solidily with a workover of ‘“Water- 
melon Weather.” Dominique 
French pickpocket turn, moved fast 
and furiously through the guests’ 
pockets lifting wallets, watches and 
assorted jewelry. Intimacy needed 


for clicko impact was missing in 
this tele display but hints of his 
dip artistry were evident 

As an added fillip the stanza 
closed with a mystery dance re 
| questing listeners to name _ the 


drawings. In short, Doty is playing | 


all the angles to keep the kiddies 
interested. He seems to be doing it 
successfully. 

Commercials are on behalf. of 
The Two-to-Five World News Let- 
ter, a publication designed to en- 
lighten pre-school age children on 
world events. Jose. 
CURBSTONE CUT UP 
With Ernie Simon, Frann Weigle, 

announcer; guests 
Director: Bob Miller 
15 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 5:45 p.m, 
WALTON MOTORS 
WGN-TV, Chicago 

(Rocklin Irving & Associates) 


“Curbstone Cut Up” takes zany 
Ernie Simon out in the elements 
again with a man-on-the-street 
format. Last time out wa for 
WBKB in front of a loop movie 
house for an after-dark intervie. 
how that had a long run. Now he 


located in the Tribune's front yard 


with an exact duplicate of the 
earlier effort that bore the same 
title 

The interviews got under way 
with an “attack” on the camera by 
a small band of Sioux Indians, in 


town for the preem of “The Grext 
Sioux Uprising.” While obviously 
1 pitch for the flick, Simon wise!; 
limited thi nonsensical powov. 
with the red skins to a few min- 
utes: long enough, however, to be 
sworn in as an honorary member 
of the tribe and to be christened 
“Wise-Owl.,” 


Four inferviews with 
citizens followed with the “ques- 
tion of the day” common to this 
type of show, and the usual gift of 
theatre ducats and subscriptions to 
a TV mag for the participants. 

Simon was at his glib best dur- 
ing these “straight” interviews al- 
though at times he displays the 
unique facility of being zble to ask 
auestions, appear genuinely inter- 
ested in his guests answers and 
still remain fluent despite the fact 
that he has his tongue in his cheek 

Commercials were three in num- 


passing 


ber with Frann Weigle smoothly 
delivering “on camera’ during the 
middle of the show and with the 


aid of slides at the open and close. wheeling, rip-snorting press ¢ yn-' 


| With U 


dance via postal cards and winners 
will receive two free terp lessons 
at the Murray studios. The dance 
was a raucous Can-can routine and 
viewers were to indicate whether it 


was a “Square dance,” a “Castle 
walk” or the “can-can” At. this 
rate the Murrays will be giving 


away a lot of cuffo lessons duriny 
the summer. But maybe that's what 


they want 
Bristol-Myers’ plugs for Ipana 
tocthpaste were pegged at worry 
Ing viewers about their denture 
Gro 


DATELINE—NEW ORLEANS 
S. Sen. Charles Potter, 
Downey Rice and Murray Jack- 
son, guests; Marshall McCie!- 
land, Wright MacKenzie, Jack 
Olsen, panelists; Pat Michaels, 
moderator 
Producer: Hubie Weiss 
Directors Irwin F. Poche, Jr. 
30 Mins.; Tues., 11:30 p.m. 
WDSU-TV, New Orleans 
Object of “Dateline—New O; 
leans,” according to a WDSU-TY 
publicity blurb, is to spotlight 
issues affecting the city and its 
people through the views of per- 
sons most informed on_ specific 
subjects. This half-hour airer got 
off to a rather slow start observing 
this concept 
Topic was the Tobey commit 
tee’s probe of waterfront corrup 
tion in New Orleans This public 
service panel demonstrated that it 


takes more than a group of yoy 
ernment probers and panel of 
newspapermen to make a livels 
inforinational teevee attraction 

Sen. Charley Potter and inve 
tigators Downey Rice and Murray 
Jackson made articulate spoke 
men, giMing answers succintly and 
to the point, although the replir 
were mostly generalities Part of 
the reason, of course, was the ob 
vious fact that they were avoiding 
direct answers that might rev 
what th planned to unveil! at thi 
hearing in federal court 

Show has good possibilitic r 
slotting at an earlier time 
insure larger audience, but 


for better pacing The ne 
voiced their queries in orde 
each finishing out his quiz 
fore the next man took 
a result, there was time f 
one round of questions when 
half-hour ran out 

Moderator Pat Michaels should 
cut down the length of speeche 
by interrupting more frequently 
Less politeness on his part and a 


‘ 


touch of controvel Via some 
wrangling between newsmen and 
guests. would increase interest ol 
viewers 

Stanza generally needs a free- 


| 


| 


} 
| 


Albert, Georgiann 
Johnson, Henry Jones, Ann 
Shoemaker, Truman Smith, Car- 
lotta Sherwood, Lorna Lynn 

Producers: Donald Davis, Dorothy 
Mathews 

Director: Daniel Petrie 

Writer: David Shaw (from the Wil- 
liam March story) 

30 Mins.; ‘ues., 8 p.m, 

REVLON PRODUCTS CORP. 

NBC-TV, from N.Y. 


(Weintraub) 

If the plays following “The Lit- 
tle Wife,” which was the premiere 
offering of Ihe Revlon Mirror 
rheatre” last Tuesday (23), stack 
up expertly as the fi md 
with the all-around surene of 
touch, there should be little ques- 
tion of 1 this new half-hour se- 
ries is @ major entry in the tele 
dramati field. 

“Wife,” though a stark play, wag 
a happy fusion of several mature 
talents, particulariy those of script- 
er David Shaw, the thesp leads 
Eddie Albert and Georgiann Johne- 
son, and director Daniel Petrie 

Shaw has wrilten an updated, 
sensitive and moving adaptation 
of the old Wiiliam March = short 
story, a grim classie in which a 
smalltime hardware drummer, hur- 
rving home to a wife dying in 
childbirth, fights off his grief with 
remembrances of the happy past 
and cheerful sn | talk, with fel- 
low train passen of a wishful 
future 

As the salesman, Albert played 
faultlessiy He was a simple hu- 
man being who. on the verge of 
cracking under the travedy of his 
lite postpone fate’s decision 
while he can, tearing up, for in- 


stance, a telecram without re 


‘en 
confirm bac 


it because it might 
news. 

Appearing in two flashbacks as 
the salesman's wife, Miss Johnson 
was no less convincing and sure 
than Albert. Both Albert and Miss 
Johnson have the rare faculty of 
living their part Having most ex- 
pressive faces, they were especial- 
lv effective in closeups 

Director Petrie skillfully kept 
the play moving with smooth tran- 
sitions of action and time from the 


train of the present to the home of 
the past Cuts were haridled 
smoothly, as were the cameras, 
which Petrie wisely kept intinate- 
ly tight on his players 


The play came to its climax with 


powerful closing scenes Albert, 
pushing dreaded reality out of his 
mind, joins his traveling compan- 
ions with affected evaiety in sinying 
“Doggie in the Window Arriv- 
ing home, he greets hi wite's 
mother with a gae before he finally 
break fdown Oobbing that he had 
wanted to keep his wife alive a 
little lonver 
With this performance. as well 
as another in the recent “Danver” 
play, “Subpoena.” Albert demon- 
strates that he is one of tele’s most 
gifted actors and that herctofore, 
in his own television series, he had 
been badly mishandled. The sim- 
plicity and intesritv of Mics John. 
son's emotine shon'td moke her one 
of the most cought after actresses 
in the medium 
Good support was yp n by 
Henry Jone (‘sriotta Sherwood 
and Lorna b.ivnn as train passen- 
vers Ann Shoemalher a the mothe 
er-in-law, and Truman Smith as a 
conductor 
Donald Davis and Dorothy Mat- 
hews, who have vroduced Pru- 
dential Famiiv Playhouse and 
“Studio One.” amone other series, 
are the producers of “Mirror Thea- 
tre.” Serie an MCA packave. de- 
serves to be around much lonver 
than the summer it igned for 
In the commercial Revion ap- 
parently 1 startine a oma non 
mear campnaires choalles ' ] 
othe in feet of af n tite 
proved, nonemert lrnstiel dare 
obviously aimed Wrz ih op 
vith if We TY 1} | i 
Life Marv J who 1 to 
ign off WNRBT ) 
readin’ the yr 16 
makes th | ' miter 
{l¢ rl] nnoenl { 
m ' ‘ , | 
r fury } | 
in! 
nce ‘ 
' ( 
‘ ’ ‘ 'Y ‘ rep 
( ior the ’ 
r interrunt r We it 
' ‘ ? nd ALS) | ek n 
nd mo it such a slow pace it 
ook crinted 
Chief enme fault ij that too 
much empha placed on close- 
ups o! invie faces 
It's expected that as thr es 
gains m¢ nentum cubiect be 
chosen that will provide ome 
spark of friction between guests 
and newsmen. By correcting early 
mistakes. show can be lifted from 
1 run-of-the-mill question and an- 
wer St in to the position of 
potent entertain nt Liuz 
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i the next twelve weeks, NBC will use 


this space to provide the facts that will enable you 
to examine the essentials of network superiority. 
In the process we will use established, fully accepted 


data and will clearly label our sources. 


In place of exaggeration, NBC will offer fully 
documented facts. Instead of citing an exception 

to prove a point, NBC will tell the full story. In case 
after case you will be given complete proof of the 
real values that have earned for NBC the enviable 


646 e / 
position of America s number 1 network. 


NBC’s purpose is to set the record straight... 


and keep it straight. 





a service of Radio Corporation of America 


SOURCES: Nielsen Television Inder, January-April, 1953, Averages 
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TELEVISION 


NOTE: Jie accuracy of the above data has been ver ipl d by the A.C. Nielsen ( Om) any 


* No comparable daytime ne twork service 
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Television Chatter 





New York 


Bill McCutcheon and Bob Down- 
ing mulling a 15-minute tele format 
with latter as straight man to for- 
mer'’s comedy. As that 
team. the two aroused 
terest in a couple of 
Video” appearance 3i1) Lauten 
resigning as NBC business pub- 
licity manager end of this week... 
Jay Barney, Judge Cool in the 
Circle inthe Square ‘‘Grass Harp,” 
featured on Kraft tonight (1) and 
on Revlon Mirror Theatre July 7 

tobert A. Fuller, WCBS-TV 


weney in- 
Captain 


N. Y., flack chief, and family off 
for two-week vacation at West 
Booth Bay Harbor Maine, with 
father Ralph Fuller, creator of 
comic-strip “Oaky Doakes Bob 


was model for the ‘“Doakes” 
character, which MCA has puppet- 
packaged for tele both in mono- 
chrome and color. 

Bill McAndrew, NBC manager 
of news and special events, off on 
a European business trip July 7 
Tie ll check with net's news chief 
in London, Paris, Germany and 
Kome, and expects to be back Aug 
14 Will Hussang, the TV actor, 
into “Crucible” legiter ... Shway- 
der Brothers, Inc. (Samsonite lug: 
gage) has bought a 10-minute seg- 
ment of “Your Show of Shows,’ 
beginning in the fall 


B. Umbreit and Sanford Schwarz 


kind of | 


’| KTLA’s “Western Varieties” 
Mona | 
Kent, Dr. Frank J. Black, Kenneth | 


|have formed Kent-Black Produc- 
| tions to produce a weekly telefilm 
| dramatic program, in which music 
will share spotlight with story... 
| Leavitt J. Pepe, assistant to WPIX 
general manager, also named op- 
erations manager of the 
News station Conrad Janis 
took over title role on DuMont’s 
Jimmy Hughes, Rookie Cop.” 

Martin Magner directing 
Goldbergs” when show returns on 
NBC-TV Friday (3) . Bob Gra- 
ham of NBC press leaving next 
week to become a Providence 
Journal editorial writer, A former 
Boston Herald reporter, Graham 
won prominent mention in The New 
Yorker’s “Talk of the Town” a fort- 
night ago for his erudite flacking 
of “Today” ... Jacqueline Susann 
starring in ‘Pigeon in the Cage” 
on “Suspense” July 21. Byron Paul 
directs, 


| ———— 


Hollywood 

Mutual Motor sponsoring “Sage- 
brush Theatre” on KECA-TYV 
G. Ralph Branton, prexy of Inter- 
sti hack from. biz 
trek to N. Y.... Lyn Osborn, Vir- 
ginia Hewitt and Art Baker to 
Frisco to participate in Cerebral 
Palsy telethon Doye O'Dell of 
back 
Tex. 


tate Television 


from vacash in Plainview, 


from 15-min. to a half-hour cross- 











Picture 
story of 


WKY-TV : 


OKLAHOMA CITY 


PICTURE WKY-TV's excep- 
tional coverage with perfect "22 
Channel 4 frequency, favor- 
eble Oklahoma terrain, and 
this 968 foot antenna. 


sy 


big, modern, fully equipped TY studios 


PICTURE WKY-TV's effective local shows, presented in 











like this, 


PICTURE your television 


advertising reaping the sales 


benefits that come from 


audien 


‘e loyalty to Oklahoma’s 


first, finest and most watched 


television station! 


NOW 





SERVING 216,300 TV HOMES! 


Affiliated with 

THE OKLAHOMA PUBLISHING CO, 
The Daily Oklahoman 

Oklahoma City Times 

The Farmer-Stockman 

WKY Radio 

Represented by KATZ AGENCY, INC, 


® OKLAHOMA CITY 
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Daily | 


“The | 


the-board, and Lee Wood is being 
returned to news staff. . .KTLA 
televised its regular Spade Cooley 
show Saturday from the Down- 
town Paramount, where Cooley, 
Ken Murray and Jimmy Wakely 
topline the bill... Al Gannaway 
signed by KTLA to emcee “Hol- 
lywood Opportunity,” replacing | 
Harry Babbitt, who ankled for) 
KNBH . Harry Owens pulled | 
out for his home in the Hawaiian | 





Islands and a vacash after wind-| 
ing his season’s programs on | 
KNXT. 
wae 
Chicago 
Allen Beaumont replacing Ho- 


mer Heck as asst. director of pro- 
gramming at NBC with the latter 
witching to Foote, Cone & Belding 
as asst. director of radio & TV 

3o0b and Kay Show” from half 
hour to full 60 minute format on 
WNBQ on July 6 Courtesy 
Motors signed for another 52 weeks 
of Sunday night flicks on WGN-TV 
through Maleom - Howard 
WNBQ director Dave Waters to ex- 


|hibit his painting talents at Sidney 
| Rafilson Galleries on July 18... 


|WGN-TV .. 


KNXT expanding its late news | 


|fic operations 








| lieved because of ill health. 





Jim Horsey new floor director at 
. “Let’s Exercise’ em- 
cee Ed Allen cast as male lead for 
Laura’ at Chevy Chase strawhat- 
ter... Actress Janice Kingslow to 
NBC as junior promotion write! 
_. Personnel changes at WBBM- 
TV include Vann Cominos replac- 
ing Carl A. Russel as director of 
film operations, Julian Kanter as 
sales service manager for exiting 
Milt Friedland, who is off for 
WICS-TV, 


to conduct a two-hour deejay show 
in the 11 p.m. slot on WNBQ with 
DeMet Pontiac bankrolling 

Morris B. Sachs’ “Amateur Hour” 
simuleast renewed for 52 weeks 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan 

WBBM-TV staff chirp Barbara 


Sims subbing for vacationing | 
Jeanne Williams on “Luncheon | 
With Billy” . . Newcomers to 
NBC include Robert Bersbach, 


TV film sales, and Franklyn Fer- | 


gusen, announcer 


Fordham’s WFUV-FM 
All-Media Symposium 
Sets Key Names, Topics 





Station WFUV-FM, N. Y., of 
Fordham University is. starting | 
next Wednesday (8) a series of 


discussions on the communication 
media, featuring experts from the 
fields of radio, television, journal- 
ism and the theatre. 

Called “Symposium,” the 8 to 9 
p.m, program will have as its first 
speaker Walter M. Daniels, as- 
sistant to The New York Times 
foreign news editor, on the sub- 
ject of “The Foreign News Editor.” 

On following Wednesdays (until 
show of Oct. 7), guest speakers 
will be Joseph P. Val, New York 
World-Telegram and Sun_ sports 
editor; Joseph H. Mader, assistant 
director, Department of Informa- 
tion, American Petroleum _Insti- 
tute, on “Mass Media in Public 
Relations;” Alicia Patterson, News- 
day editor and publisher; Frank 
Fay on “The American Theatre;” 
John H. Crider of Life’s editorial 
staff; author Elaine Carrington on 
“Writing for Radio and Televi- 
sion;” Martin Quigley, Jr., Motion 
Picture Herald editor, Ray Mack- 


land, Life photo editor; William 
E. Robinson, exec veepee New 
York Herald Tribune, on “The 


Metropolitan Newspaper;” John K. 
M. MeCaffery on “Television News- 
casting; Robert B. MacDougall, 
WATV director of education ac- 
tivities: F. M. Flynn: general man- 
ager of The News, on “The Daily 
Newspaper,” and Don L. Kearney. 
ABC assistant national sales man- 
ager, on “Television Today.” 


De Cordova Subs Levy 
On Burns & Allen Vidpic 


Hollywood, June 30. 

Fred De Cordova, former stage 
and film director now under con- 
tract to CBS-TV, takes over helm- 
ing the Burns and Allen telefilmed 
series following Ralph Levy's de- 
parture. Latter had been out and. 
then in again in a week of huddles 
but finally departed for good. 

Burns denied any dispute with 
Levy over coin, pointing out that 
the director had asked to be re- 
Levy 
will take a year's leave of absence 
from his CBS contract which he'll 


serve out after a rest. He will, 
however, continue to direct the 
Jack Benny live teleshow since 


this will keep him active only at 
six-week intervals, 


Springfield, TIil., and | 
Pat Danneman to director of traf- | 
Howard Miller | 


| hour, two rival lipstick companies 


Inside Stuff—Television 


Still in the hush-hush stage is a $1,000,000 TV circulation measure- 
ment plan, which is in the pracess of being finalized by 30 officers 


of the National Assn. of Radio & Television Broadcasters. An answe 


r 


to mag and newspaper audits, plan reportedly involves studies of 
every TV county in the U. S. via phone, mail and personal interviews, 

Plan, initiated by N. Y. research consultant, Dr. Franklin R. Caw), 
has been given overall review by an NARTB committee. It’s expected 


that the committee will meet with network, agency and advertise 
toppers this month to talk over the plan. 


Network sales and programming execs are enjoying one of 
best summerssin years. In both radio and television, summer hiatu 
both for sponsors and programs, are at a minimum, according to 
latest edition of The FACTuary, published this week by Execut 
Radio-TV Service of Larchmont, N. Y. 

Breakdown shows that of 139 TV.sponsors, all but 23 are sta 
on the air, while only 39 regularly scheduled shows are taking a h 
with 16 of them hdving sponsored replacements. Programs remair 
on the air are 121, and the 16 sponsored replacements bring the t 
lineup to 137. 

In radio, picture is even brighter, with only 17 of 127 adverti 
taking complete summer hiatuses. Total of 25 programs are hiatus 
with six sponsored segments scheduled. Total radio shows sched 
for the summer is 167. 


One of the most unusual nixes on a proposed telecast occurred | 
week, when New York City Parks commissioner Robert Moses turns 


thumbs down on a telecast of Elliott Murphy’s “Aquacade” in Flushing 


L. I., to benefit the North Shore Hospital Fund. 

McCrary and Jinx Falkenburg emceeing, had offered to air the h 

lights of the opening night of the “Aquacade” last Tuesday (2 
1 Comr. Moses, who super, 


proceeds of which went to the Fund 
the operation of the Flushing Amphitheatre, which is city propert 


remaining from the 1939 World's Fair, turned the idea down, withou 
since ‘“‘Aquacade” 


giving any reason. WOR-TV execs can't figure it, 


r 


i 


WOR-TYV, with Tex 


itself is a commercial venture, and the telecast was to be a publie 
service. They didn't press the matter, however. 
leis 
Decline in attendance at athletic events shouldn’t be attributed to 


television or radio, says Prescott Robinson, Mutual-WOR 
sportscaster. Actually, Robinson says, gate receipts are lower becau 
| spectators are indulging more in sports of their own. Citing dat 


from the Athletic Institute, Robinson points out that sales of fishing 


tackle are up 500° over their 
are up 300%; bowling and billiard equipment, 200%; 
| 400%; baseball equipment, 300% 


inflated good 
and winter sports equipment, 300 


point up increased interest in 


that’s the reason, not television. 


Some 300 fancy painted handkerchiefs, showing a colorful springtin 


news and 


oarticipating rather than watching. If 
| gate receipts for baseball, football and basketball are down, he says 


i 


pre-war highs; golf equipment sales 


Figures on baseball and inflated goods in particular, Robinson says 


f 


e 


|in Paris painting by Francoise Durieux, are being sent to radio-tele 


| editors and women’s page editors as an exploitation kickoff for t! 
new NBC-TV strip, “Glamor Girl.” 
Program, which preems next Monday (6), 


is an audience participa- 


| tioner in which the winner each day is treated to a complete glamor 


treatment including hairdo, makeup and new wardrobe. Show is th 
net’s opener of its new daytime schedule. It’s seen at 10:30 to 11 a. m 
from Hollywood. 

The NBC-TV news and public affairs department is readying, fo 
August airing, a special show that will be a cavalcade of news event 
over the past eight years. 


Program will be in celebration of the NBC newsreel 


division's 


eighth anniversary, and aiso will show the growth of the operatio: 


from a couple of editors to a worldwide organization. It’s a sort 
Ford 50th anni show, but strictly newsy. 


ot 


Producers Wilbur Stark and Jerry Layton are hitting the local trai! 


to promote and publicize their ‘Ladies’ Choice” program on NBC-T\ 
They're wrapping up deals tying in their program with locally produc 
tele and radio shows, whereby locals conduct elimination contests | 
find talent for the network show, with cross plugs and local new spapt 
publicity adding to a mutual benefit. . 


} 
t 
) 


Stark and Layton, already established in seven cities. are contem- 














plating tieins with the other of the 55 stations airing “Ladies’ Choice.” 
er — + 
Hazel Bish | Raleigh’s UHF’ 
| azel Bishop ! aleigh $ er 
——aaae Continued from page 20 = Greensboro, N. C., June 30 





WNAO-TV (UHF) at Raleigh e) 


on show biz people instead of the pects to begin telecasting on Chan 


| average man in the street. This nel 28 about July 15, according 
might be a consequence of the G@&ner#l Manager Charles W. 


Stone. A transmitter, now unde 


popularity of “Life” programs, 
which have been dealing heavily in shipped to WNAO this week, St 
names. said. 


going tests at Lodi, N. J., will be 











If the switch makes “Camera” a — — 





rating click a la “Life,” former 
show, which is a summer program, 
will have to find a new time in the 
fall, when Armstrong’s “Circle 
Theatre” returns to the Tuesday at 
9:30 spot and “This Is Your Life” 
goes back to Wednesdays. 
Interesting sidelight on the 
Tuesday situation is that within an 


are on the NBC-TV network. The 
“Revlon Mirror Theatre,’ which 
debuted last week, is seen from 
8 to 8:30 p.m. Revlon also is mak- 
ing a strong competitive commer- 
cial pitch, challenging all others 
on its product's “nonsmearability.” 
Hazel Bishop, which was on the 
air first with its nonsmear lipstick, 
now has that problem to contend 
with. Apparently viewers who stay 
with NBC on Tuesday nights from 
8 to 10 p.m. are in for a scarlet 
battle of lipstick claims and coun- 
terclaims, 





BARTON 


Eileen 


Latest Coral Releases 


“TOYS” 
“| AIN'T GONNA DO IT” 


Dir.: MCA 




















BETTER BUY RUICK 


(City Hospital Did!) 7 
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Your Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
presents a special summer service! 








During its I2-week hiatus, Your Hit Parade will list in this space 


THE 7 TOP TUNES FROM YOUR HIT PARADE SURVEY 


Here are your Lucky 7 tunes that 


you would have heard last Saturday . Song from Moulin I Ruby 

night, as determined by Your Hit ; 
Parade Survey, which checks the Rouge 6. Say You’re Mine 
best sellers in sheet music and “le . 
phonograph records, the songs most ya April in Portugal Again 

heard on the air and most played 


on the automatic coin machines. 3. : Believe 7. Your Cheatin’ 


4. I’m Walking Behind Heart 


You Look for this listing every week. 
We'll be back on TV Sept. [2 










Be sure to watch Your Hit Parade’s summer TV replacement 


———_ “PRIVATE SECRETARY ’—starring ANN SOTHERN 
LUE 


Saturdays at 10:30 P.M: (N.Y.T.), NBC Television Network 





~ 











Come 
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Transcriptions, Vidpix Outfits Aided 
By State Talent Repayment Rule 


A new state ruling on talent re-@ 
payment on filmed commercials 
and transcriptions, plus a pending 
federal decision on the problem, | 





Probe WBAL ‘Shakedown’ 


Hawaii TVer Tries Again 


Honolulu,. June 30. 

KONA returned to air last week 
under new einen with new 
studios, new personnel, and an in- 
crease in power from 5,000 to 
35.000 watts. It'll be an NBC and 
DuMont affiliate. 

Approximately 50 hours of pro- 
gramming per week are scheduled 





at outset over the Channel 11 sta- 
three 


'tion. Personalities from or 
i four local radio stations will dou- 
ble over the rejuvenated TV sta- 
L10n, 


may save the vidpix and transcrip- | Baltimore, June 30. 
tion outfit ubstantial sums on} 3altimore’s state attorney An-| 
payment of workman’s compensa elm Sodaro is conducting an in- 
tion, unemployment insurance and | vestigation of a reported shake- 
other te and federal social wel-| down attempt against officials of 
fare de n tation WBAL-TV. 

New ¥ ite, on an appeal by; Acting mayor and city council 
Phil D Musical Enterprise president Arthur Price said sotme- 
one of the top commercial-makers,} one had demanded $15,000 from 
rule@ recent that talent repay-|the station in connection with a 
ment for commercials are in “the | py zoning ordinance which would 
form of royalties and not remune-| affect WBAL-TV’s plans to build 
ration thereby exempting the) 4 750-foot television tower. 


blurb outfits from payment of state | 
workm compensation and un 
employment insurance taxes on 
payment to talent for reuse of the 
blurbs, both tele and transcription 


Station recently received FCC 
permission to increase from 105 
kw to 316 kw, and tower is part 
of the expansion plan. 


*T 
tl 








. -— 
American Council | 








engineering 


Continued from page 19 jae 
fessional broadcasters will not be 
accepted as members. 

“Neither the national organiza- | 
tion nor the local community 
groups will concern themselves 


with censorship inwany form,” de- 
clared Miss Spence. “The Council's 
aim simply is to improve programs’ 
quality. Periodic reports will be 


| made to the FCC on the condition 


'iations with radio and 


Davis has carried the case to the | 
federal government too, witn so-| 
cial — and other taxes at| CANADA RULES OUT TV 
sti By re, and a ruling is expect: | 
ed simetimein J | IN ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
Ne contracts by American Fed 
eration of Television and Radio| Ottawa, June 30 
Artist Screen Actors Guild and; Canada’s first federal election 
American Federation of Musicians | campaign since television came to 
on repayment for reuse of commer-| this country will be carried on 
cials brought about a peculiar sit-| without benefit of video. A week 
uation as regards deductions on tal-| ago the Canadian Broadcasting 
ent and taxes on employers. New) Corp. offered free TV time to all 
contracts would have caused the| political parties in the federal | 
producers to pay taxes on what’ | field, alletting tentative and equal 
normally miscellaneous payroll | TV space until the Aug. 10 voting 
item, and at the same time would | Party chiefs huddled and decided 
have caused insurance premiums|to do witbout TV. 
on workman's compensation and CBC has repeated its customary 
disability insurance to rise. Pro-| offer of tree radio time on French 
ducers complained about the fact) and English webs and it is expect- 
that the tup under which they | oq the parties will make full use 
paid coin for disability long after) of jf. 
talent had been on the job a ee 
Ruling was sought and won from 
he state by Davis’ financial con Rin ’ N UJ t t 
et int lichael M. Enzer, who in tou S ew ps a € 


pointed out parallel between repay 


Status in Major Shifts 


nents on reuse and royalty pay 

ments to artists on phonograph rec: | Albany, June 30. 

. ry atter case, there , : : ; 

ore ' aga pReceves avenests Stephen R. Rintoul, president of 

Was a saiec OL Li 4 , ‘ oe ‘ oY 2p vs ine 

the recording, in the former, it was Ch implain Valley sroadcastin 

broadeast rights that were sold Corp. and general manager ol 

rode as be < yar - r P s 

State avreed and made its new rul.| WXKW since he put that station 

in ¥ nd ¥F pacing then took up the | 2 the air in August, 1948, has as 
gly ith ri ad 11 authoritie sumed the general managership of 
se \ t toa | - < «< » . y rr fa bl 

— | the Schine-controlled WPTR. This 


| is the latest move in the complex 












Manchester, N.H.—Bob Martin,| deal by which WXKW'’s physical 
announcer who handled various| assets were sold to Patroon Broad- 
chores from disk jockey shows to} casting Co. (WPTR), Troy Broad- 
play-by-play sports broadcasts and| casting Co. (WTRY), and = Van 
man-on-the-street interviews, hae} Curler Broadcasting Corp. (Fabian 
resigned his position at WKBR} Theatres), and Champlain then 
here to become associated with! withdrew its application for UHE 
WVDA in Boston. Channel 35 
7 That action paved the way for 

| Troy Broadcasting to merge with 
| Van Curler for Channel 35 and | 
gave Patroon the undisputed green 
light for UHF Channel 23. FCC 
‘subsequently issued construction 
permits for 35 and 23. 
tintoul, who will bring Bill, 
Hickok, ace deejay, and several 
other WXKW staffers to WPTR 
after the 10,000-watter signs off 
Ht \ug. 1, succeeded Howard W 
Maschmeier as WPTR gan. Masch- 
Now starring on NBC’s meier reverted to program man- 
ALL STAR REVUE ager, the position he held when 
Saturdays, 8-9 P.M., EDST the station started broadeasting in 
Mat.: William Morris Agency 1948. He had been general man 
ager since March. 




















Time for sales 


WDEL-TV 


Wilmington, Delaware 





Hundreds of local and national adver- 
tisers use WDEL-TV consistently... proof 
positive of its profit potential. Write for 


information, 


Channel 12 


WODEL 


AM IV New York 
Chicago 

Bieinmon Soles Representative MEEKE we los Angeles 
Sta: Sen Frencisco 


of local and national programming. | 


“Letters to program sponsors 














From the Production Centres 


Continued from page 24 














the 100 local men Time mag picked as Pittsburgh “Newsmakers of 
Tomorrow” . Jackie Dodge has resigned from the WDTV sales 
staff. She’d been there for three and a half years... Bill Hinds 
broke a big toe clowning around on his television show with Buzz Aston 

. Janet Baugh, radio and teevee singer, has announced her engage- 
ment to Rey. David Paul Birch, assistant minister of the Sunset Hills 


| United Presbyterian Church. They’li be married around the end of 


the year 
cationing 


. Elmer Ritchey, of the KQV staff, and his wife are va- 
Arkansas ,.. Leo Heisei has resigned from the WDTV 
staff to go with WSUN in St. Petersburg, Fla. 


IN CLEVELAND . . 
C. M. (Pinky) Hunter, WHK 
Cleveland Advertising Club .. 
Friends,” picks up Coca Cola as a 
morning shows when the stints are 


in 


> 

program director, elected trustee of 
WJW’s juvenile talent show, “Pete’s 

sponsor for its 30-minute Saturday 
taped in Europe . Bill Gordon, 


WHK disker, is sponsoring his annual bathing beauty contest 

| Jack Clifton, acting on doctor’s orders, yields his WJW disk spots but 
will continue with his Monday night WEWS TV show ABC's Bill 
| Wiley in town for station relations gabfest at WJW . By Wade, 
| ex-WTAM‘raconteur, mending after long hospital stay . . . Jake Hines, 


| NBC, back at work following illness . 


and station owners by groups and | 


individual listening members will 
comment favorably as well as critl- 
cally on the programs heard.” 

It was announced that individual 
membership in the newly-formed 
Council is through already existing 
local, state and national organiza- 
tions, or it may be by direct affili- 
ation with the national council. 

The Council's program calis foi 
participation at least once a year in 
a radio and TV evaluation project 


and express definite opinions 
broadcaster sponsors and the 
FCC; to support and encourage ed 


TV; to build friendly re- 
TV officials 


a responsive audience 


ucational 


and to create 


to | 


. . WERE’s Tom Edwards issued 
his 2,000th “I’m A Good Hillbilly” pin to hypo hillbilly music. Pins 
cost dime, profits going to Cerebral Palsy Fund . . . Ohio Advertising 
picked up radio-TV account of Ohio Fair ... Charles J. McLaughlin, 
former WJW publicist, now with Grant Advertising . . . Tom Manning 
telecast Carling’s Open Golf Tournament for Osco Steel Co. over 
WNBK Tom Field picked to do the cross-the-board 15-minute 6:45 
p. m. Bond news over WNBK. 


IN MINNEAPOLIS ... 


Issuance of free ride tickets by 
Jimmy Valentine’s shows to celebrate 
crowd of 13,500 to Excelsior Amusement Park. Valentine gave two 
shows and station passed out 10,200 candy bars at park... Mischa 
Bregman, WCCO radio music librarian and clearance chief since 1944, 


KSTP-TV, advertised on 
“Jimmy Valentine Day,” 


staffer 
brought 


named conductor of 35-piece Minneapolis “Pops” orchestra which will 
| Zive concert series in city parks from June 18 to Aug. 2 . When 
MBS’ “Game of Day,” covering Minneapolis-Columbus contest, origi- 
nated here June 15 through WLOL facilities, announcers Al Helfer 
and Gene Kirby had Gov. C. E. Anderson and Mayor Eric Hoyer of 
Minneapolis as show guests. Boyd W. Lawlor, WLOL assistant man- 


for the best TV and radio shows— | 
in audience which will express ap- 
preciation for such shows 

“Poor quality programs will not 
be blacklisted,” explained Miss 


Spence. “Instead, a complimen- 
tary approach will be used.”’ 

Local groups consistently have 
endorsed opera, news, roundtable 
discussions and educational pro- 
‘rams, while soap operas and crime 
rams usually are missing from 
“recommended list,” she said 


prog 


the 








‘Anything You Can’ 
nything You Gan 
a Continued from page 19 =e 
(DuMont comes in for a fat half 
{hour share of the audience with | 
Bishop Sheen.) 

Wednesday: CBS-TV has the 


| edge, thanks to the hour “Godfrey 
& Friends” and Pabst fights, 

Thursday: With Groucho Marx 
land “Dragnet” as the pivotal shows, 
NBC-TV has built Thursday into a 
major rating night. 

Friday: Looks like ABC-TV, with 
its upcoming Ray Bolger-Danny 
Thomas back-to-back parlay, is in 
sood position to wrest the laurels 
away from both NBC and CBS. 

Saturday: What happened 
CBS-TV, with its Saturday 
SRO right up to 11 p. m. (in con- 
trast to a year ago when it was 
crying the sustaining blues) adds 
up to one of the major success 
tories of the year. The fall lineup, 


at 
night 


with Jackie Gleason as the spark- 
| plug and including a flock of new 


entries, including “My Favorite 
Husband” situation comedy and the 
new Chrysler-sponsored dramatics, 
puts Columbia out in front. How- 
ever, NBC-TV is hopeful that the 
re-formatted “Show of Shows” will 
partially redeem its setback and is 
trying to install Leland Hayward 
into the 9 to 10:30 periods on an 
every -fourth-week arrangement. 
Also the Sat. at 8 Ezio Pinza show 
should help NBC's cause. 
Sunday: “Mr. Peepers,” Colgate 
‘““Comedy Hour” and Philco Play- 
house” would appear to give NBC- 
TV the Sabbath evening edge, but 
the projected “Life With Father” 
Sunday at 7 series on CBS-TV, 
combined with Jack Benny, “Toast 








of the Town” and “What's My 
} Line’’ may turn the trick for Co- 
lumbia. 

Detroit—A new song “Water 


Wonderland’’—which is the prize- 
|winning slogan which will appear 
jon Michigan's 1954 peineden li- 
}cense plates—was preemed Satur- 
|day (27) over the WJR-originated, 
coast-to-coast CBS show “Make 
Way for Youth.” The Spellbiders. 
youthful quintet, introduced the 
song, 


KYW Gifts FM Tower | 


| eral 


| radio outlet, who said KYW will pe- |} own a beautiful estate with ene af the 

tition the FCC for permission to few private lakes in Hlineis. 25 cer 
abandon its FM broadcasts. 't 08 sees antian ted vn “ ne 
| P g Te water. eorgeous 


| placed the late Paul (Rickenbacker) 


Television 





ager, prepared supplementary script plugging Twin Cities’ 
vacation resorts as part of program. 
off at a Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce breakfast which tossed 
kudos at Lawlor - KUOM, U. of Minnesota radio station, devoted 
book reading session to “Annapurna” on day Minneapolis Morning 
Tribune started publishing it serially . . . Harry Geise, onetime “Amos 
‘n’ Andy” announcer, who died last week in California, was a KSTP 
script writer and announcer here in 1928-29 . Jergen Nash resigned 
as WLOL news editor to join WCCO news staff. , 


and state's 
Latter’s tape recording was run 


Pittsburgh—Allan W. Trench, 


} veteran WCAE salesman and one- 

: s . ' VC. sales i 
To Educe’l TV Outfit time radio announcer here, has 
Philadelphia, June 30. | been appointed assistant sales 
manager of the Hearst-owned sta- 


Radio station KYW has donated | tion by President Leonard Kapner 
its FM tower and transmitter, atop | Trench’s new post carries with it a 
the Architects Bldg., in midcity, to | new two-year contract for him. 
the Delaware Valley Educational | 
Corp., a non-profit cor- 
composed of representa- 
education jnstitutions in this 








poration 
tive 
area 


Ever Dreamed of Owning 
Your Own Lake? 


Sure you have. . 


Announcement of 
made by Franklin 
manager 


the offer was 
A. Tooke, gen- 


of the We ting! 1ouse 
stinghouse . And now you can 





105° brick ranch home, located on hill- 
Taylor re- || 'eP peninsula with inspiring view of 
‘ lake and countryside for miles. 


L. E. HELLEM 
Grant Par. Illinois -: Ph. 3791 


San Francisco—James 


West on KCBS’ “Housewives Pro- | 
tective League” and “Starlight 
Salute.” Taylor was former HPL 
director in Salt Lake City. 

















BLOOMINGTON 


Serving a 2 BILLION $ MARKET 


34% of the PEOPLE 
34% of the FAMILIES 


accounting for 


35% of the SALES 
in ALL INDIANA 


oF, 


WTTV— affiliated with all nets — maintains 
its own micro wave relay system between 
Cincinnati and Bldomington to bring LIVE 
network shows to viewers..WTTV is owned 


and operated by. Sarkes Tarzian and 


Represented Nationally by 
ROBERT MEEKER ASSOCIATES, 


New York 


Inc. 


‘ Chicago + Los Angeles - San Francisco 

















iz 
| 














Wednesday, July 1. 1953 


VARIETY 





4 


33 





your customer’s frame of mind... 


is the biggest factor in making a sale. That’s why these 
success-proven Advertising Showcases on film — all created 
expressly for television —are making sales easier for aggressive 
LOCAL and REGIONAL advertisers all over America. 
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rear energies 



















“The ABBOTT. |i 
& COSTELLO 
Show” 


92 top-rated 

comedies... big 
budget names at 
low budget prices! 



































another advertising SHO W CASE ON FILM from 








Every MCA-TV Advertising Showcase is 

expertly designed to create the right frame 

of mind . .. week after week... that compels TV 
viewers to buy! For outstanding television 
shows on film THAT SELL — contact 


any MCA-TV office: 






























Kien me ae ve Sess | 
of 


P Csrouow THAT i 
eoS\WAN” starring = 


RALPH 
BELLAMY {3s 


ythe exciting 
“Man Against Crime” |? 
films retitled for ee 
FIRST-RUN use in 

many TV cities. 03 















04 PWN 6 

















“FAMOUS 
PLAYHOUSE” 


> over 200 half-hour 
original dramas... 
Hollywood names.. 
family appeal .. proven 
sales-makers. 

















a 











y e ee ay, My 
0 Mie Me 
# es 
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7 
Op 
fey 


“CITY 3 
DETECTIVE” 
starring ROD 3 
CAMERON 


high suspense and 
realism with Hollywood's 3 


man of action. 











NEW YORK: 598 Madison Avenue — PLaza 9-7500 

CHICAGO: 430 North Michigan Ave. — DElaware 7.1100 22 
BEVERLY HILLS: 9370 Santa Monica Bivd. — CRestview 6-2001 

SAN FRANCISCO: 105 Montgomery Street — EXbrook 26922 

CLEVELAND: Union Commerce Bldg. — CHerry 1-6010 

DALLAS: 2102 North Akard Street — PROspect 7536 

DETRO{T: 1612 Book Tower — WOodward 2-2604 

BOSTON: 45 Newbury Street — COpley 75830 

MINNEAPOLIS: Northwestern Bank Bldg. — LiNcoln 7863 
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Color TV Sets By Spring—If | 


| Colo _..__-— (‘gntinued from page 21 


Great Conversations, and other oc- 
casional as well as regular shows.” 

Under its plans, said RCA, “by 
the time the manufacturers have 
'tooled up for mass distribution of | 
color receivers, and a large audi- 











| 
the sooner new color standards are 
adopted, the sooner receivers can 
be built in quantity and brought 
down to a price within the reach 
of the general public 

The company said that the pres 


ent field sequential (CBS) stand-|}ence watches our eee ae | 
ards authorized by FCC are “ste! work, we will have learnec the 
ile’’ and that it knows of no plans} program technology just as our 
by anv manufacturer to make sets | engineers have learned the prope 
for it o1 yf i! broadcaster to; use of their new tools Meanwhile 
broadcast its program the art of entertainment and the 
RCA estin ited that if the NTSC presentation of reality, in color, 
standards are approved by the end | will have progressed far. 
of th immer, engineering work! Ina press release announcing the 
on color 1 i can be completed | filing of the petition, Brig. Gen 
in the { nd production can start} David Sarnoff, RCA board chair 
next spring. Company said its pilot} man, said that RCA and NBC are 
plant ‘at Lancaster, Pa., for pro-| prepared to invest $15,000,000 dur- 
duction of tri-color kinescopes Can | ing the introductory year for color 


be expanded within a few months/in addition to $25,000,000 RCA 

to attain an output of 2,000 tubes | will have spent by the end of 1953 
a month |for research and development. 

41 Affiliates Sign Gen. Sarnoff said that RCA and 

Once the Commission adopts the | NBC risked $50,000,000 in develop- 


standards, RCA said, NBC would | !ng black and white TV “before 
commence color telecasting. Al-| setting a cent in return” and that 
ready. it said, 41 of the network's | its investment in color is “an ex 
affliates have signed to make the|Ppenditure that must precede the 
nece nodifieations to their | achievement of mass production in 
transmitti equipment to carr; | manufacturing and substantial | 
color - broadcasting of color programs 
In a statement contained in the Noting that there are now about 
petition, Dr. C. B. Jolliffe, RCA |210 TV receiver and 70 tube manu 
technical director, said the retail|facturers and about 190 TV sta-| 
price of the first RCA color re-|‘ions on the air, Gen. Sarnoff said | 
ceivers will range from $800 to] “it is my great hope that all of | 
$1.000 and that the picture size] them will participate in the effort | 
will be equal to a 14-inch black {to take the color television ‘baby’ | 











and white tube. Jolliffe pointed out | out of the cradle and teach it to 
that the price of a 12-inch black | walk.” 
and white set introduced in 1939 
was $560 which, in terms of 1935 cei —————— 
dollars, would be $1,050. ® 

A major item in the cost of color | Ziv 
sets is the tri-color tube, said Jol- | 
liffe, and this will go down and | ame Continued from page 18 Soe | 
pacwure sine will go up just as “ has 800 client stations on three- 
the case of black and white tubes vear firm deals. World’s budget 


| 


Jolliffe said it won't be necessary for this year will exceed $275,000, | 





for TV stations to equip color stu- which is exclusive of talent. Re-| 
dios to broadcast network tint.) (0 ded repertoire of World pro- 
With relatively minor expenditures, | | .on¢ range from hillbilly to 
he said, color shows Can be taken symphony mseake . 
from the network. “The station Op-| "+7, affect music clearances for | 
eradr may expand his operations the World platters, Ziv set up| 
by adding a color slide camera,| telaware Music Co. which con- | 
color film equipment and_ colo ltrols 500 copyrights. Company | 
cameras if he Cesires to provide | may enter active publication in 
ep from local sources,” he | the fall of original music written 
addes | for its programs. 

Plan 2 Shows a Week On this prone TV schedule, Ziv | 


Petition said that in the “intro 








: i will turn out 136 pictures for TV | 
ductory year" of color broadcast-| nq 312 radio programs. World's 
ing, NBC would average two shows | output will be 1,000 recorded 
a week from the Colonial Theatre | jucical selections. 
in New York, averaging an hour | 
together. “We will schedule the |= a 
color premieres,” company said, | | 


“on a rotational basis of all our | 
black-and-white attractions, 
each show is seen in color at least 
once, in a specially-devised color 
show, which will still be great in 
black and white, but we hope su- 


eV cihee 


| Defend Repeats | 


_ Continued from page 18 ===! 


the case of Marx, shows used for 
repeats weren't from the current 


perb in color. We will include the hoe eg Pann ag ot ph ged 
NBC opera in English, Toscanini, | netggee ee ye j 
|}the summer repeats last night 








| (22),"" he said, ‘‘and I couldn't re- 
/member ever seeing the show be- 
fore.” 

Quiz and variety shows, Guedel 


SPECIAL OPTICAL EFFECTS 
AND TITLES 





On FIRESIDE THEATRE ‘says, lend themselves best to o| 
Television Show peats because “they contain no, 
by |single memorable event.” But} 


RAY MERCER & COMPANY 
424) Normal Ave., H’wood 29, Cal. 
Send for Free Optical Effects Chart 


dramas too, if not repeated too! 
soon, are worth repeating because 
| of the “remarkable audience turn- 
/over—not just the new set owners | 


MERCHANDISING 


Hits the "Bullseye" in 
Sales Results 


Coordinated, calls by KDYL's 
merchandising team to brokers 














“4 








and retailers, plus.strategic plac- | 
ing of these eye-catching “bulls- 
eye” display pieces — with your 
product attached — means pow- 
erful. merchandising support in 


the fast-growing Intermountain 


| 

West. 

sf | 

Write for details, or | 
see your Blair man 


TODAY 


AT 
Salt Lake City, Utah 


National Representative: John Blair & Co. 





| Show 


| cation 


'the producers say that the prob- 


Cc 


|employer. A rival newscaster, Don 


| pleads with him to give in, because, 


| ter and had too much power.” The 


|} comes 


| for 


! every day, but the mathematical 


chances of a single viewer having 
caught the show on its original 
run. Statistics show,” he continues, 
“that a habit viewer sees a par- 
ticular weekly evening series twice 
a month, which indicates there's 


'a whale of a lot of expensive good | 


material being missed during the 
winter.” ; 

Gross supports this view, point- | 
ing out that in the case of “Big 
Town,” its repeated, but not on a 
summer Repeat films are 
slotted the year, and 
while isn't as notice- 
able as in summer, it amounts to} 
the same thing—ratings hold up 
He also points to the situation In 
Detroit, where current “Big} 
Towns” running against re-| 
over six months old undet 
the title of “Heart of the City” on | 
two separa stations, and ratings 
for both are good. 

Damm’s Repeat Playhouse 

From another source, United 
Television Programs, came _ infor- 
mation that Walter Damm, who 
started the drive against ‘repeats 
last week, has himself bought re- 


basis. 
throughout 
total results 


are 


peats 


te 


peats for local sponsorship. He 
purchased UTP’s “Royal  Play- 
house” series, the second runs of 
the 1950-51 “Fireside Theatre’ 
series which Procter & Gamble 
bankrolls 

Heart of the matter appears to 
lie in the amount of time allowed 
ito elapse between original show- | 
ling and repeat, the producers say, | 
iand most of the shows being re- 


peated have enough of a backlog 
to allow a year’s clearance. Hence, 
they can't see what the noisé is 
all about. Additionaliy, while ad- 
mitting the unusual circumstances, 
hey point to the clamor for a re- 
peat of the Ford 50th Anniversary 
to prove that there’s a de- 
mand for repeat showings of good 
material. 

While admitting there's a differ- | 


lence between summer repeats and| and her daughter. 


longterin residuals, such as syndi- 
in markets outside those 
sold nationally and reruns follow- 
ing a suitable clearance period, 


lems involved and the issues at 
stake can’t be separated. Summer 
repeats determine the _ original 
production policy, and all residual 
plans are based on that policy. 














| Tele Followups 


Continued from page 26 





spoiled son, Henry Barnaid, is dis- 
covered stealing money from his 


Briggs, threatens to reveal the scan- 
dal, unless Mitchell promises to 
retire from radio. 

Mitchell did a magnificent job of 
suggesting the emotions of this 
three-dimensional character grap- 
pling with his dilemma. His social- 
ly prominent wife, Madge Evans, 


“You're in a pt game and the 
dirt has rubbed off on us.” ‘ 
His daughter, Louise King, is 


fearful that the revelation will ruin 
her prospects of marriage. His son 
sneers at his indecision, because, 
“It’s your class coming out.’’ Worst 
of all, when he’s reduced to beg- 
ging his rival to keep silent, the 
newscaster reminds him of his lack 
of humanity: “People may admire 
or fear you; they do not like you. 
You came up too fast from the gut- 


realization of this loneliness be- 
apparent, and the radio} 
oracle says poignantly, after drink- | 
ing himself to thought, “I know} 
a million people and I can't talk to| 
anybody.” It ends up with a shot 
of the tortured face of his wife, as 
she listens to her husband on the 
air telling his audience that he 
holds truth above home, family and 
even love, and so he reveals the 
tragedy himself. 

The acting, by virtue of being un- 
derstated, was uniformly realistic. 
Direction by Earl Ebi, Cal Kuhl’s 
production, and music by Vladmir | 
Selinsky were all handled with un- | 
derstanding of what the author was | 
attempting to do. The Lux com- 
mercials, emphasizing a tiein with 
Hollywood stars-and ending with 
an interview with Miss Evans, were 
as glossily professional as usual 


) . 
( } 
LU 


Zenith’s $50,000,000 Bag 


Chicago, June 30 
Zenith Radio Corp. reports that 
its June sales convention was the 





most successful in the company’s 
history. 

Orders for the 1954 line of tee- | 
vee sets, radios and radio-phonos 
the months of July, August, 
and September, total approxi- 





mately $5C,000,000, or more than 
double the orders booked at the| 
June showing a year ago. 


* 


Inside Stuf—Radio 


Total number of the U. S. radio sets in working order on Jan. 1 of 


| this year was 110,000,000, an increase of 5,000,000 over the year before, 


according to estimates released by a joint research committee of the 
four major AM nets, ABC, CBS, Mutual and NBC. 
“Data from the Radio-Television Manufacturers Assn. indicates that 


/ 11,000,000 new radio sets were sold in 1952,” the committee noted, 


“This total, which is substantially greater than the sales of new auto- 
mobiles, electric refrigerators, television sets, or any other home 
appliance, reflects a continued public interest in expanding its accessi- 
bility to the radio medium.” 

Breakdown follows: 
Total radio homes 
Extra sets in homes 
Sets in passenger cars 


44 800,000 
30,000,600 
26.200.000 


Sets in barracks, dormitories, eating place hotels, 
offices, business and service establishments, taxis 
trucks and personal portables used outside the 
home ‘ 9,000,000 
Total 110.000.000 
Lowell Thomas, beginning under Kaiser Motors sponsorship this 


week, was given full exploitation treatment by CBS Radio and William 
Weintraub agency. Accompanied by Eldon Hazard, net sales manager; 
Joe Reid, account exec, and trade news editor Harry Feeney, Thomas 
spent Monday _and Tuesday in special ceremonies at Willow Run and 
Detroit. 

Newscaster toured Kaiser plant Monday and spoke at Detroit Press 
Club lunch yesterday (29). Station WJR aired luncheon talks for local 
broadcast. Among those attending from Weintraub agency was veepee 


’| Harry Trenner. 


Christmas gifts of the North Dakota Broadcasting Co. of Minot, 
N. D. given December to time buyers and others in radio-tele in 
the form of 200 shares in the firm’s property in Williston Basin, had 
a June payoff at the Hotel Gotham in N. Y. last week. 

NDBC shareholders were invited by John W. Boler, prexy of the 
firm which operates KCJB and KCJB-TV, Minot, and KSJB, James- 
town, to a cocktail party to collect a dividend check of $2.13, a fee 
of one silver dollar for attending, and a sample of crude oil taken 
from their property. 

When shares were distributed, the property involved was still un- 
explored, but first drilling hit oil in a shallow well. So dividend 
payoff brought NDBC another round of attention from time buyers 
and account execs. Unusual gifts were thought up by Boler to drum 
up interest in Minot on the radio-tele map. KC.JB and KSJB are CBS 
affiliates and WCJB is affiliated with CBS-TV, NBC-TV and DuMont. 

Silver dollars handed out as fees were obtained after much difficulty 
from several N. Y. banks, and cleaned and polished by Mrs. Boler 
Payment of checks and silver dollars came to a 
total of about $700, with the bill for the cocktail party reportedly 
much higher. 


last 





Charles Antell, Inc., Baltimore, will answer within 20 days charges 
by the Federal Trade Commission that it has been using misleading 
advertising for its Formula No. 9 hairdressing shampoo and Hexa- 
chlorophene soap. Antell is currently spending $5,000,000 annually for 
spot radio-TV advertising, and just completed sponsorship of DuMont’s 
Sunday -night half-hour show, “What's Your Bid?” 

FTC charges that lanolin is not the main ingredient of Formula 
No. 9; that lanolin is not the only oil or grease absorbed by the hair 
and scalp; questions the company’s claim that the hardressing contains 


| substantial quantities of lanolin; and that the soap removes 25 times 
| more dirt than ordinary soap. 





NBC Spot Sales has been appointed national s 
station KGU and tele station KONA, Honolulu. 

Stations sent hundreds of orchid leis to distaff members of ad 
agencies and radio-tele press in New York and Chicago as mementoes 
of the signing. 


—-—__ ___ 
3-D No TV Aid 
Continued from page 18 


happy and the ratings up. 

Tele film buyers are not worry- 
ing a bit about the future neces- 
sary retooling of tele that will be 
required before the current 3-D 
and widescreen pix can be shown 
on home screens. They figure that's 
such a long way off that television, 
in the meanwhile, might very well 
come up with 3-D of its own, fol- 
lowing the oncoming color TY 
revolution. DuMont and RCA, it's 
reported, are already experiment- | 
ing with 3-D color in tele, and if 
they succeed, TV execs believe 
Hollywood will be a ghost town 
with all of its product on sale for 
a song. 


pot rep for radio 





+ 


Chi’s 1,415,695 Sets 


Chicago, June 30. 
Latest tabulation of TV receiv- 
ers installed and in use in the 
Chicago area shows an increase of 
13,004 sets during May. 
With a gain of 258,358 sets for 
post year, the total now is 1,415,- 
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IMPORTANT 
TV PROPERTY 


Never Exhibited 


Has been developed te perfection. Extraordl- 
mary character puppets, stage, sets, costumes, 
story and several experimental films, For sale, 
lease or license to responsible producers, 


Write Box 355, Daily Variety, Hollywood, Cal. 
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Dollar for Dollar... 
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Major Diskeries Paring Rosters 
To Weed Out Non-Click Artists 


Big cutbacks of artists’ rostere 


are looming at the major disk 
companies. Move is intended to 
shake off the deadwood names 
which have failed to pay 
own way via click platters over 
the last few years. 

Although still on the make for 
promising new names, the majors 
are no longer signing longterm 
contracts with any kind of mini- 
mim guarantees. In most Cases, 
the deals with the newcomers run 
for one year with options, or only 


call for two or four sides for an 
experimental try. If the artist fails 
to hit, the disker can drop him 


pronto. 

This situation, however, doesn’t 
pertain te dozens of wax names 
who signed to longterm deals a 
couple of years ago. Some of these 
artists, including vocalists and 
bandleaders, were guaranteed top 
coin on the basis of past results. 
The unpredictable shifts in disk- 
buyer tastes, meantime, 
passed these names by, and now 
some of the majors are saddled 
with substantial losses on these 
contracts. It’s known that two of 
the majors have to pay out over 
$1,000,000 between them annually 
in guarantees to a group of wax 
names who are now rated as stiffs. 

Reduction of artists’ rosters will 
also permit the majors to concen- 
trate on the paying names with a 
lesser number of releases. All of 
the major companies have 
trying to hold their pop releases 
down to four or five a week, but 
commitments to a large number 
of artists has made the job tough. 

The pering of the rosters will 
be done gradually since the disk- 


ers have to wait until contracts 
run out. In some cases, attempts 
are being made to _ renegotiate 


deals in terms of present realities 


but the artists have been resisting | 


efforts to cut back their guarantees. 


CARLTON, TONY MARTIN 
OFF ON DEEJAY JUNKET 


Implementing his grassroots ex- 
ploitation program, Joe Carlton, 
RCA Victor’s pop artists & reper- 
toire chief, hits the road with 
Tony Martin today (Wed.) in a 





three-city disk jockey junket. Mar- | 


tin will plug his “Sorta On the 
Border” and “Unfair” coupling in 
Boston, Detroit and Chicago, 
spending a day in each city. 

On July 15, Carlton will join 
Perry Como and Larry Kanaga, 
Victor sales chief, on a similar 
deejay trek. On July 19, Carlton 
heads for the Coast, where he will 
install a new recording manager 
to replace Al Miller, who resigned 
last week to join King Records. 


Morris Gets Pic Theme 
From Rank’s ‘Genevieve’ 


Publisher prowl for pix 
ground scores is continuing in full 
swing. Latest to join the pic theme 
parade is E. H. (Buddy) 
whe latched on to the score for the 
J. Arthur Rank film, “Genevieve.” 
Score was penned by Larry Adler. 

Morris has placed the score with 
his BMI affiliate, Meridian Music, 
and has commissioned Bill Engvick 
to write a lyric. The score is back- 
krounded in the pic 
harmonica. Engvick, incidentally, 
wrote the lyric for the click tune 
from the pic “Moulin Rouge,” un- 
der the tag of “Where Is Your 
Heart?” 


Miklos Rozsa to Europe 


Pie musie composer Miklos 
Rozsa heads for Europe this week 
‘ 

A 








a series of guest conducting 


chorec 


Rozsa is skedded to baton a con- 
cert in England for the British 
sroadcasting Co., and is slated for 
several maestroing stands at con- 
certs in Rome. Programmed in 


for the Rome dates are excerpts | 


from his background score to the 
‘4e€tro pic, “Quo Vadis.” 





Coral Inks Campo 
Latin maestro Pupi Campo has 
been signed to a Coral disk deal. 


He'll do pops and standards in the | 


Chile tempos. 
Camp starts next week with the 
Cicoing of eight sides. 


their | 


have | 


been | 


back- | 


Morris, | 


via Adler's | 





Int'l Songs for Sale 


Knokke-le-Zoute, Belg., June 30 
Municipal Casino here is organiz- 


ing its first International Festival 
of Variety Songs July 19-25. Par 
ticipating countries are France 
Great Britain, Belgium, Holla 


nd and 
Luxembourg i 
countries will give with new son; 
in French, English or Dutch at this 
Belgian spa. 
Grand Py 


1 o 


x Internationa! is 50 
000 Belgian francs ($1,000). and 
other prizes totaling $4,000 will be 
chosen by public. 


RIAA Sets 2d 


Bally for Buff. 


Record Industry Assn. of Amer 
ica has set the ball rolling for it: 
second campaign to promote the 
disk incustry. Upcoming RIAA 
promotion has been set for Buf 


falo sometimes in September. Last 
RIAA promotion campaign wa: 
conducted in Hartford, C 
September. 

Buffalo campaign will be pe 
on promoting record players 
an attempt will be made to evalu 
ate the relationship between play- 
ers sold and disks bought. RIAA 


has named Henry Onorati to head 


nn ] 


het d 


and 


up the promotion. Onorati, who's 
now in freelance sales promotion 
was at one time associated with 


RCA Victor. 

The campaign is skedded to run 
about three weeks during which a 
record will be kept of custo 
who buy new record players. RIAA 
expects to survey the purchasers 
three months after the campaign 
closes to find out how many plat-| 
| ters were bought by the consumer 
since the player was purchased. 
Diskeries, which also manufacture 
players, will work with the RIAA 
in this campaign. 

The Promotion Committee of 
the RIAA also has selected an offi- 
| cial promotion slogan for the disk 
industry. Winning slogan, selected 
from more than 2,000 entries, is 
“Make Friends With Records.” It | 
was submitted by Wendell Buck, | 
a New York public relations exec. | 
All RIAA members will use the| 
slogan in their promotion and ex- | 
ploitation activities. 


‘Tooter Nix of Hutton’s 
Joining AFTRA May Lead 
To Walkout at KTLA-TV. 


Hollywood, June 30 

Board of directors of the Ameri- 
ican Federation Television & Radio 
Actors asked its national board to 
authorize a strike against KTLA 
unless the Paramount TV channel | 
corrects its present breach of con- 
tract, exec secretary Claude McCue 
said today (Tues.) in the 
drastic step taken yet in the con- | 
itroversy between AFTRA and the 
American Federation of Musicians 
over AFTRA’s attempts to ink 
musicians who sing and/or emcee 

AFTRA action is based on refusal 
of Ina Ray Hutton, who has a show 
on KTLA, to join. McCue stated 
“AFTRA has done everything pos- 
sible to avoid taking this drastic 
action, but it’s evident the Para- 
mount television station will con- 
tinue to use Hutton as a Singer 
emcee and announcer in violation 
of our pact.” About a month ago 
AFTRA yanked nine members of 
show, and has kept them off since 
as a result of Hutton’s refusal to 
join on instruction from Petrillo 
Since then the show's been on, but 


ners 








most 


without usual AFTRA acts or an- 
nouncers. 
McCue indicated it may be a 


week before a reply is forithcom- 
ing from the national board and 
| strike could take place any time 
once action is okayed in N. Y. He 
declared station would be on 
union's unfair list and that strike 
would be due to alleged breach of 
pact, therefore no notice to KTLA 
was necessary. 
that producers violate pacts if they 
allow tunesters to emcee or Sing. 


Singers from the five | 


AFTRA position is | 




















LAWRENCE WELK 


and his 
CHAMPAGNE MUSIC 
97th Consecutive Week, Aregon 
Ballroom, Santa Monica, Calif. 
Exclusively for Coral Records 
OH 
] ked hy 
HALLELUIAH BROTHER 


Indie TV Outlets 
Map Strategy On 
ASCAP Licenses 


for its negoti 
with the 
Composers 
the All 
Commit- 





Mapping strategy 
ations and. litigations 
American Society of 
Authors & Publishers 
Industry Local TV Music 
met in New York last week to 
smaller groups to survey 
situation. The com- 
the indie TV 


tee 
set up 
the licensing 
mittee represents 
outlets which have been fichting 
ASCAP'’s proposals for a_ pet 
program performance rate 
One of the TV committees 
assigned to develop plans and pro- 
cedures for initiating negotiations 
with ASCAP for a blanket license 
for indie outlets for the period 
Starting next year Another com- 
mittee will determine areas in 
which surveys should be conducted 
to develop facts that would be use- 
ful in the negotiations and in 
handling the rate litigations 
brought by some 56 stations against 
ASCAP in the Federal Courts 


was 


Latter is an arbitration case which 
under the ASCAP antitrust con 
sent decree, must be handled by 
the N. Y. Federal Court. 


Stuart Sprague, one of the coun- 


sels for the committee, reported 
that more than a dozen stations, 
which had received constructien 


permits since the lifting of the 
freeze, have already moved to re- 


Mills’ Topdog Status as Film-Music 
Pub, Sets RKO, Col, Indie Deals 





ject ASCAP's licenses as “unrea- | 
sonable” and authorized former 
Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind 


and Sprague to negotiate for them 
and bring them into the current 
litigation. 

Last week's meeting was held in 
Rifkind’s offices with reps of nine 
local stations and the DuMont net- 
work attending. Jay Topkis, asso- 
ciate counsel with Rifkind and 
Sprague, also was present. 


LYRES CLUB LAUNCHING 
PUT OFF UNTIL OCT. 


The launching of the Lyres Club, 


projected social organization for 
the music business, has been set 
back to next October. Club was 


originally skedded to open a cou- 
ple of months ago but the organ- 
izers ran into several snags. Chief 
hurdles have been the difficulty of 
finding suitable headquarters and 
insufficient funds 


Club prexy Henri Rene notified 
charter members last week that 
he was returning the $7,500 put 


up by contributors as their initia- 


tion fees. The club organizers 
meantime, are planning a _ golf 
tournament for tradesters in the 


fall. 


Mills Pacts Gillis 
| To Exclusive Deal 


Mills Musie continued to bolster 
its educational division with the 
‘'pacting of composer Don Gillis to 
an exclusive cleffer's deal. 

Gillis. who currently is director 
of the NBC Symphony, already has 
to his credit symphonies, 
music, chamber music and back- 
i ground scores for pix. 





| change 


whose members, Ormandy 


| Miller 
ballet | 





Builish B. O. 


Chicago, June 30 


It may be bull, but it ain't 
hay at the wickets for Tiny 
Hill Bandleader has been 
packing in the rancher custom- 
ers by giving away a bull calf 
as door prize with each per- 
formance at rom Archer's 
Arkota Ballroom in Sioux 
Falls, S. D 

Hill had tried this before 
durit g Colorado ei acement 
at first as a lark, but it had 
clicked so well that he's using 


it to headline his promotion 


AFM Convention 





| made 


jup between 


* Mills Music, under an operation- 
;al plan mapped several yeais apo, 


is currently shaping up as one of 
the major publishers of film music 
On top of the tieup with RKO 
last year, Mills has now 
wrapped up exclusive” publishing 
rights to the scores of Columbia 
Pictures. In addition, the firm ha 
been making numerous publishi: 


deals with indie producers d 
tr. buting through United Artists 
and Lippert Productions 

Irving Mills, the publishing 
firm’s vice-prexy, made the latest 
pic score deal with Jonie Taps, Co 


lumbia’s studio topper over mu 

in which the Hollywood studio will 

get a royalty from the sale of sheet 

music and disks. Contractual set 
Mills and the picture 

is similar to that of a 

publisher's deal with a 


compantes 
music 


writer in that the payoff hinges on 


A Canadian Dirge 


Montre al 
quietest 


June 3 


One of the convention 


in the history of the 
eration of Musicians 


. ' 
ALMCLICALn T ed 


wound up 


here last Thursday 2°) atte. 
James C. Petrillo was reelected as 
prexs Not only was Petrillo un 
opposed, as expected, but the full 
late o« the incumbent executive 
board was returned to office In 
the past couple of conventions 
there has been some slight reshuf- | 
fling of the exec board's person 
ne] 

The high point of the conclave 
wa the greenlight given to Pe 
trillo to cail a stoppage, if nece 


ary, during the upcoming negotia 


tions with the disk industry No | 
indication, however, was piven as | 
to what the AFM would demand 


from the diskers, The current pact | 


expires at the end of th yeal 
Other business of the convention 
was strictly routine with no oppo 
sition to Petrillo’s leadership 
showing at any time | 


Following the convention ad 
journment, Petrillo headed _— for 
Sweden where he'll attend the 
meeting of the International Fed 
eration of Free Trade Unions a: 


rep of the AFL, 


Ormandy Sees U.S. Orchs 
On Continent as Cultural 
Balance to H’wood Films 


June 30 

Eugene Ormandy, conductor of 
Philadelphia Orchestra, who inte 
rupted a Lusanne, Switzerland, va 
cation, to return here and open the 
Robin Hood Dell, summer concert 
series, advocated a musicians’ ex 
with European countrie 
Tours of Europe by outstanding 
American orchestras and frequent | 
visits to this country by the best | 
musicians from abroad would do 
more for bettering international re 
lations than al] guns in the 
world,”” Ormandy declared. 

Sol Hurok was in Vienna trying 
to arrange a tour of this country 
by the Austrian Philharmonic, 
said, ‘‘all 
are anxious to tour America.” “We 
still must gain the respect of Eu 
ropeans culturally,’ Ormandy said 

Jecause they see so many of oul 
gangster and western pictures 
many Europeans do not realize the 
U. S. is the world leader in music 
and art.” 

From here Ormandy goes to Chi 
cago to open the Ravinia Park Fes 
tiva]l, then to Amsterdam to con- 
duct four performances. In August 
he hopes to rest again at his cot 
tage near Lusanne, and in Septem 
ber he will conduct in Copenhagen 
and Oslo. 


Coral, Miller Move | 
Fast for Indie Disk 


the 


Coral Records and Miller Music 
Big Three firm, have made a quick 
pickup of a new tune tagged “No 
Stone Unturned.” Tune was writ- 
ten by amateur songsmiths Lester 


Cox and Melvin Heman and waxec 
ndependently by tyro singer Jim 
Summers, | 

Coral bought up the master last 
week and is rushing release while | 
picked up the copyright. 
Crooner and tunesmiths are from 
Indianapolis where the disk was 
binitially kicked off. 


'owed to 


the selling pace of the music 

Mills has geared up for the new 
operation with a worldwide polic- 
ing system of pix perform- 
ances as well as handling the ex 
phase Robert Mill 
son is heading the firm’s new film 
department Jack Mills, the 
pany prexy, left for Europe last 
week to finalize a global program 
of subsidiary firms which will su 
pervise the picture score exploita 


score 


plomtation 


com 


tion in each country 

The Mills disk label, American 
Recording Artists, will be inti- 
mately linked to the pic tune ven 
ture Although no commercial 
ale of platters is involved, ARA 
Will cut all film tunes controlled 
by Mills for disk jockey promotion 


to be timed with pieture playdates 
Irving Mills asserted that he 
does not intend to wait on the ma- 


(Continued on page 42) 


SPA ASKS VALANDO 
TO PAY 56 ROYALTIES 


The Songwriters Protective Assn 
is currently talking with publisher 
Tommy Valando for a full settle- 
ment of royalty coin owed to writ- 
ers by Valando. Latter reportedly 
owes Slightly more than $5,000 to 
100 different writers, and 
SPA has asked Valando to pay off 
on the installment plan. SPA wants 


to collect the money for distribu 
tion to its members and has asked 
Valando to put the writers’ copy- 
rights security. 

Since early last year, Valando 


has paid off over $55,000 which he 


writers, Current sum in 
question is relatively negligible, 
considering the number of writers 
|involved, and Valando has indi- 


cated that he will make a full pay- 
off. 


| Rodgers’ ‘Victory at Sea’ 


As Victor Long-Play Set 


“Victory At Sea,” a symphonic 


tone poem written by Richard 
Rodgers and based on his back- 
ground music for the recent NBC- 


TV program series, will be released 
in a long-play set by RCA Victor. 
{obert Russell Bennett will con- 
duct the work under Rodgers’ su- 
pervision 

Rodgers batoned the composition 
with the St. Louis Symphony 
eral months ago. 


"t 
SC YV- 


Jacobs as Thiele Asst. 


job Thiele, recently upped to 
Coral Records’ artists & repertoire 
chief, has named Dick Jacobs a 


his assistent. Jacobs, who once ar- 


ranged for the Tominy Dorsey and 
Sy Oliver bands, had been free 

lancing on disk dates 
Jacob moves into the spot 
held by Thiele betore 


formerly 
Milt Gabler moved over f i 
Coral to Decca as a&r ¢ per ¢ 


Leon Payne to Decca 


Leon Payne, country singer, has 
joined Decca under a deal nego- 
tiated with Paul Cohen, Decca’s 


country & western chief 

Payne moves to Decca from Cap- 
ito] Records, 

Jim Conkling, Columbia Records 
prexy, named chairman of the 
music division in the Sister Kenny 
Foundation’s annual appeal for 





,funds for the third consecutive 


year. 
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Longhair Disk Reviews 





Elgar: Symphony No. 1 (RCA 
Victor: $5.95'. Symph, a little long 
is vigorous program music in the 
romantic tradition, deeply emo- 
tional and stirring. London Phil- 
harmonic under Sir Adrian Boult 
gives it an impassioned reading 

Liszt: Concerto No. 1 in E Fiat 
and Hungarian Fantasy (Columbia 
$5.45 Iwo Liszt pianistic war- 


horses get a dashing pertormance 
here by Claudio Arrau, assisted b 
the Philadelphia Orchestra under 


Ormands Fine musician 
itches technical brilliance 
Sonata for Cello and 
(Decea; $3.85 


Fugene 
ship m 

Schubert 
Piano in A Minor 


The so-called Arpeggione” sonata 
is a melodiou though somewhat 
serious work. played with sensi 
tivity by cellist Enrico Mainardi 


and pianist Guido A. Borciani 
Beethoven: Concerto No, 1 in C 
(Westminster; $595). Accom- 
plished, poetic performance of the 
Mozart-like concerto by pianist 
Badura Skoda, assisted by the Vi- 
enna Slate Opera orch under Her 
man Scherchen 
Gould: Latin 


American Sym- 


phonette and Barber: 


Strings, Essay for Orchestra, 


School For Scandal Overture (Mer- | 


standard 


i Best British Sheet Sellers 


| 


Adagio for) 


| 
| 
| 
| 


cury; $5.95). By now 

American works, fittingly played | 
by the Eastman-Rochester symph | 
under Howard Hanson Gould | 
uite is very colorful; Barber 
pieces are varied, lyrical and sub- | 
tantial 


Other disks of interest: 


Albeniz’s | 


Iberia ‘Urania’, with Colonne Con- 
certs orch; Old Italian Airs (Vox), | 
Fedora Barbieri; Prokofiev’s Con- 
certo No. 2 in G Minor and Bach 
Concerto No. 2 in E (Columbia), 
Zino Francescatti; Beethoven 
String Trios in G and D, Op. 9 
(Westminster Mussorgsky Qi 
chestral Program ‘(M-G-M), Phil 
harmonia orch of London. Bron. 
Frank B. Walker, general man- 


ager of M-G-M Records, received 
Global News Syndicate (Negro press 


service) award for distinguished 
community service last week (26) 
at a dinner at the Hotel Teresa 
N. Y 








‘he top 30 songs of week 


Call Of The Faraway Hills 


Pretend 


Somebody Stole My Gal 

Something Wonderful Happens 
Song From Moulin Rouge 
Terry's Theme From Limelight 
Wedding Day 
Your Cheatin’ 


Heart 


A Blues Serenade 
Almost Always 
Caravan 
Coquette 5 ace 
Dancin’ With Someone 
Don't Let 
Eves Of Blue—*" 
Gambler's Guitar 
If | Love You A Mountain 

Inte Each Life Some Rain Must 
Is It Any Wonder 

Johnny 

Lady Of Spain 

Marriage Type Love—*'Me 
Melba Waltz “Melba’ 

My Lady Loves To Dance 


Shane” 


Nearness Of You 
P.S. 1 Love You a 
Send My Baby Back To Me .... 


Somebody Wondertul 
Vaya Con Dios 


(Listed 
Congratulations To Someone 
It's All Right With Me 
Just Another Polka 
My One And Only 
Nearness Of You 
Ooh What You Do 7 
Send My Baby Back To Me 
Semebody Stole My Gal 
Song From Moulin Rouge 
That Fresh Little Jones Boy 


Heart 


Five Top 


Best Thing For 
I Won't Dance 
Moonlight And Shadows 
One Night Of Love 


You 


You've Got To Be 





t Filmusical. 





Song With Largest Radio Audience 


(more ai case of ties) 


cop) dens ted Audience Coverage Index & re udience Trend Index. 
Published by Office of Research, Inc., Dr. John Gray Peatman, 
Director. Alphabetically listed. 

Survey Week of June 19-25, 1953 

(Listed Alphabetically) 

All By Myself Berlin 
Allez-vous En—-*°Can-Can” Chappell 
Anna ‘Anna” Hollis 
April In Portugal Chappell 
Big Mamou Peet 
Breeze Leeds 


“Shane” 


C'est Magnifique—*"Can-Can Chappell 
Doggie In The Window Santly-J 
Honey In The Horn Alamo 

I Believe Cromwell 
I'm Walking Behind You Leeds 

Just Another Polka Frank 
Keep It Gay—*t'Me And Juliet” Williamson 
My Flaming Heart—i ‘Small Town Girl” Robbins 
My One And Only Heart Roncom 
No Other Love—*"'Me And Juliet” ............... Williamson 


Ramona Lion 
Return To Paradise ‘Return To Paradise” Remick 
Ruby ‘Ruby Gentry” Milles 

Say Si Si Marks 
Say You're Mine Again Blue Rivet 
ees SAOIY TINUE... cc ed eadiii ices ween Jefferson 
Side By Side Shapiro-B 


i’ Moulin Rouge” 


The Stars Get In Your 


And 


Top 10 Songs On TV 


Alphabetically) 


‘o Me = 


p Standards 


(More In Case of Tics) 


There’s No Business Like Show Busia 1eSs 
A Football Hero 


* Legit musical. 


based on 


Famous 


Brandom 


Robbins 
.....Johnstone-M 
eda Broadcast 
“Limelight” Bourne 
reer rire BVC 
eas eee Aculf-R 


Mills 
CELE OT Te ee Brandom 
ieee rr ere American 
PP ra ae Feist 
cooees VRIENGO 
Serre Four-Star 
errr Paramount 
. Devere 
Feist 
.. Piekwick 
. Midway 
eee [ris 
Fox 
. Willlamson 
BVC 
United 
ovecsce PRIOOUS 
TRUGCALLCLEE TE La Salle 
Morris 
Disney 
. Ardmore 


Eves 


“Seeker hee 


Juliet” 


United 
weeeee.. Chappell 
eeere Frank 
ee Kies Roncom 
Tere Famous 
Hawthorne 
eee Morris 
Srererrr rere ere er Robbins 
seesa eased Broadcast 
Commercial 


Berlin 

.. Harms 
(ehdatedeeesinw wee Famous 
ehuhew nee Bourne 
Tree rere Berlin 
Feist 


er 








(Week ending June 20) 
London, June 23. 


Moulin Rouge .Connelly 





I’m Walking Behind. .Maurice 
I Believe ........ Cinephonic 
Limelight Bourne 
In Golden Coach. .Box & Cox 
Hold Me .Mills 
Downhearted New World 
log: ee Leeds 
Windsor Waltz Reine | 
Black Eyed Susie. .Cinephonic 


Tell Me You're Mine Chappell 
VYonderful Copenhagen. Morris 


Second 12 


I Talk to Trees Chappell 
April in Portugal Sterling 
Oh Happy Day Chappell 
Celebration Rag Wood 
Coronation Rag F.D. & H. 


Doggie in Window...Connelly 


| Harlan 











July 4 Disk Firecrackers 


Continued from page 1 cam 

















declaiming , Christmas for every one celebrat- 
|ing the Fourth. 

and Washington's Farewell Ad-| Naturally, in view of the Liberty 
dress. Berliner’s example of re-| Bell's intimate association with 
cording numbers that would have; July Fourth and American patri- 
sales value only on or around the/ otic traditions in general, it has 


Humphrey 


Harry E. 
the Deciaration of Independence 


Fourth was not largely followed. | been the subject of more than one 
A few “descriptive sketches” | Patriotic effusion. During the first 
with Independence Day as their World War, Joe Goodwin & Hal- 


motif were also cut into the wax.|S¢Y K. Moore admonished “Liber- 
ty Bell (It’s Time to Ring Again)” 


One of the most amusing was a x 
1909 Victor. “Fourth of July in| and with much the same idea, 
| Jayville Center,” written by Frank Fred Hager im plored, “Ring 
C. Stanley. a concert basso of con-| Again, Liberty Bell.” But if the 
siderable artistic stature who was| Edison record supplement for 
also the organizer of the once | July, 1909, is to be taken at face 
world-famous Peerless Quartet. value, the first Liberty Bell pop 
Stanley, who died in 1910, was also | 5098 was ‘Youre a Grand Old 
‘ Bell,” by two well known tune- 


a fine comedian. The record was 
recorded by Stanley and Byron G. 
with the assistance of, as 


i smiths, J. E. 
Schmid. 


Dempsey & Johann C, 


the song was a flop. 


’ , when the label puts it, “a chorus of Sad to say, 
go thagye Monkey gore rubes,”’ though slightly bur-| One thing seems a from its 
ee — lesqued, it brings vividly to mind | title—Dempsey & Schmid had 
Wild Horses Morris | y Wrasse » observ-| heard George M. Cohan’s 1906 

| the kind of Fourth of July observ- | hag?) ae : 
Have You Heard F.D.&H. | ance that prevailed from the end|Smash-hit, “You're a Grand Old 
Tell Me a Story Cinephonic | of the Civil War to the beginning | Flag a first called, A ee - 
Till 1 W altz Again F.D.&H. |of World War I—the celebration with ge Pig ory — ' ou _ 
———_________. | ijn the grove with the patriotic ad- Grand ag, Dut whose lille 





Colin Revamp 


Of Int Division’ 

Spotlighting the growing impor- 
tance of the foreign disk market, | 
Columbia Records has revamped 
its international department. Ar- 
nold Berry, formerly Col’s budget | 
chief, has been named director of 
international relations to handle 
the company’s foreign licensing 
operation. Leon Ruysschaert, man- 
ager of the export division, was | 
upped to director of export sales, 
covering both disks and phono- 
graph machines. 

In other personnel! changes, Ray 
Builter was named assistant treas- 
urer under Bill Wilkins and Bill | 
O’Boyel, formerly N. Y. regional | 
sales manager, was named national | 
sales manager for Col’s phono di- 
vision which is headed by James 
A. Sparling 


| isfactory—but 


dress by “Squire Doolittle,” the | 4S hastily changed when patriotic 


shooting of fireworks and a rous- societies kicked. And that brings 
ing rendition of the national an-| US to the high priest of pop pa- 
them, Platters such as this will be | triotic tunes, George Michael Co- 
of considerable value 100 years|han, who called Bunsen. =e 
from now to students of American| Yankee Doodle Boy and said he 
history, because they gave true| Was born July 4, 1877, although 
flavor of bygone Americans. |some researchers insisted he ar- 
Cal Stew; a a 'rived in Providence, R. I., a day 
ee re | earlier. 
Somewhat similar is Cal Stew-| Cohan’s Click 
poe poy cet Ps ae ty Pe It was largely the terrific suc- 
pont vied Z a 4 , hee le " rosh | COS of Cohan in such musicome- 
“ete ed dah aioe og a |dies as “Little Johnny Jones” and 
$ N Ss . . - oP 
eae = ; ~ |*George Washington, Jr that 
cr geo Peg Bg vor, | made the welkin ring with praise 
; ade a | ; }. S. A.” “My 
}climax was reached when ath! © sscn of the U.S.A i and “The 
Weaver and Abe Sprosby, not hav- | Steve tha Stet ~ yoy eit cian 
ing firecrackers, decided to make | te é ety 


sually prononuced by vaudesingers 
as yew. Cohan’s “Yankee Doodle 
Boy” was Victor’s best seller of 
1905, and “Grand Old Flag” took 
over in 1906. And for another 
half-dozen years Cohan, as well as 
many another tunesmith, success- 
fully worked the patriotic mine 


the needed noise by laying sticks 
of dynamite on an anvil and} 
throwing rocks. The noise was sat- 
“we're going to 
bury Hank Weaver next Sunday if 
we can keep him long enough in 
this hot weather. We ain't seen 
hide nor hair of Abe Sprosby.” 


‘ ; ; é with “Any Place the Old Flag 
Considerable ingenuity was eX-| Flies” and many others in similar 
;ercised in dressing up the stand-| vein. 
} ards. Among the many versions of After a while, the incessant pa- 
Yankee Doodle” was one issued | triotic peunding got on some of 


Flanagan Sets Unique 


03-54 Booking Schedule 


Bandleader Ralph Flanagan, who 
goes on a six-week vacation layoff 
Starting Labor Day, has set up a 
unique proposed booking schedule 


of the first 


by Victor in its educational series 


° nerves and they be- 
first giving the old tune played on} 


cynically dissenting 


the cleffers’ 
gan to file 


the violin as a jig, followed by the | opinions. Jean Schwartz wrote 
oldest printed version, then a fife) “yankee Doodle.” which unfeel- 
and drum performance, and finally ingly inquired, “Without the 
the works by the full band. One 


| Yankee Boodle what would Yankee 


12-inch Decca records 


Doodle dc?” Ed Madden & Teddy 


of alternating one-niter and loca- |around 1935, had the piano duo it | Dood asserted that “the real 
tion dates for the 1953-54 season | Jacaues Frey & Mario Braggiotti| Star-Spangled Banner is a good 
with General Artists Corp. Under | playing “Doodle” straight, then as old dollar bill” and even Cohan 
Flanagan's blueprint, GAC will at-| it might have been arranged by! swung around to declaring, “with 
tempt to date the band on one- Bach, Beethoven, CrAS pin and| 4 good supply of money every- 
niter tours in a given area, then |Gershwin. A similar favorite stunt | | thing is milk and honey under any 


wind up with a long stand in the 
same territory. 

Flanagan will open his one-niter 
trek Oct. 20 until Dec. 15 when he 
plans a_ six-week location 
On Feb. 1, he’ll resume the one- 
niters to March 8 when he goes on 
another month's vacation. 
that, he'll continue the alternating | 
policy until September, 1954. 


stand. | 


After | 


Th vaude pianists was playing | ojd flag at all.” But there was still 


he Entertainer’s Rag’ as Ray [enough whoop-it-up sentiment left 
) Turner dees it on a C apitol record, | for Mike Bernard, “The King of 
/with one hand tearing off “Yankee | | Ragtime Piano Players,” to record 
Doodle” While the other takes care | \for Columbia in 1912 his famous 
of “Dixie” | musical picture of * ‘The Battle of 


Cleffer; never have gone in| San Juan Hill,” complete with 
strongly for writing special Fourth | cavalry charges, bugle calls and 
of July tunes. They have probably; cannon fire—all produced by 
‘turned out 1,000 ditties about pounding the keyboard. 





varteTY |() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Pe HO O4O 40444664 444664644646 44646664 

3 I. I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU (6) Eddie Fisher ......... Victor 

z 2. SONG wes iain PUES SS RR oct ua da we eke era Perey FOUN .6sscccevs Columbia 

3. APRIL IN PORTUGAL (8) ©. 6... ccc ccc ccc ccc cc cene EE BOHOR oo ckccawases Capitol 

4. SAY YOU'RE MINE AGAIN (8) ............cccccccccccces Petty COMO. 2. occccveas Victor 

5. “an pen TEES CET COTE TELE EL ET ee TE TCT eee Richard Hayman ..... Mercury 

6. Soe fee Et ey ee eee Pee ee eee eer nee Sylvana Mangano ..... M-G-M 

> “ PRET END (18) TRTETELT TE TET eL Tre rer eri rere vervveeee Nat (King) Cole ...... Capitol 

: r BELIE\ E (dl CETTE RTT Cree CTT ree Frankie Laine Columbia 

ey Me MO, 4 5 2. 4.55:40000040004R00 00 e604 wae red ce Paul-Ford Capitol 

; 10. SEVEN LONELY DAYS (9) .,........cccccccee hieks.sS-eieene Georgia Gibbs . Mercury 

Second Group 

YOUR CHEATIN' HEART veer re Joni James M-G-M 
On Oo ++ +e eoeeveeoeen ‘4 s 

a TEES OPED AS Ass sss FS OP SREREV EOD ORES SCRE TORE TENSES ees Pee Wee Hunt veakue Capitol 

eee Ie POE, ns sb sins keicedé 6000000040 or edeceeceac " Kay Starr Capitol 

SW CUM MME isi ccicsiccceccnccccncecvecccceces . Frankie Laine ......Columbia 

$ I'D RATHER DIE YOUNG htinita Shh ed dhe ee eaiea wale Tr Hilltoppers ee Dot 

TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMEL IGHT Tree. a eee ee Frank Chacksfield .....London 

3 genie’ S EE +360 G8 6K000S Sb 6ke6eebexwerxoc Terr cere - Rusty Draper .........Mercury 

r¢ ‘ a eer ere ee ee ee errr etecen — Red Buttons .........Columbia 
~ JOHNNY - 

¢ Te Asal eA PALS SARRASALE ELLE CEE EEE CTE Paul-Ford .....00.. Capitol 

$ suche FROM MOU L IN ROU GE iaeeees ‘ Seven eeeenn ‘ ‘ PIQHUOUENE. 6.0 06606005 London 

z a ler dy BM SIE. goccccsccces Pie e KWei P Naitneaies Four Lads .........-.Columbia 

$ sien , 4 Creer ee Creer Tr bse CEA SaaS HO eR ots Oo eee ee Victor 

> ogee $ebedvncver . pitanees TLeTrrTr Tr Terre VEO TOURED ivs0ee sex Decca 

So. SET Ce TCT eT es Ames Bros. ..........+-- Victor 


TD ADOOOODDD DODD DDAAAAAAAAAAAAALLLLAAAAAARAAAA RCT E eee ee eee eet 
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U 


Coin Machines 


Compiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 


as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 








NOTE 


: The current comparative sales strength of the 
arrived at under a statistical system comprising each of the three major sales 


Aart 


fs 


nr TT 


and Tunes listed hereunder {s 


outlets enu- 


merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with VARIETY. The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 


veloped 


from the ratio of points scored 


two ways in the case of tal 


and three ways in the case of tunes (disks, coin machines, shect music). 


POSITION 


This 


1 1 
2 2 


10 8 


TALENT 


s 


Last 
Week Week 


ARTIST AND LABEL 


PERCY FAITH (Columbia)... 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor)........ 


LES BAXTER (Capitol) 


PERRY COMO (Victor) ....cccccccsscvces 


RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) 


FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) 


LES PAUL-MARY FORD (Capitol) 
FRANK CHACKSFIELD 
HILLTOPPERS (Dot). 

SYLVANA MANGANO (M-G-M) 


TUNES 


(London) 


POSITIONS Ace ‘Bvt 
This Last (*ASCAP, BMI) 


Week Week 


] 


Le) 


CIS UF Wa 


oo COs DD OS & 


9 


st 





TUNE 
{SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 
*’?M WALKING BEHIND YOU 
*APRIL IN PORTUGAL 
"RUBY TOT eTe STC TTT TT eT ee Te ve 
ere Serre errr er rer 
*SAY YOU’RE MINE AGAIN........ 


TYOUR CHEATIN’ HEART... ............006: 


“PRETEND 
*LIMELIGHT THEME 


eeoeoeereeeereees 


INA 


TUNE 

Song from Moulin Rouge 
I'm Walking Behind You 
\ April in Portugal 
/Ruby 
(Say You're Mine Again 
‘My One & Only Heart 
{No Other Love 
{Ruby 
}April in Portugal 
{I Believe 

) Your Cheatin’ Heart 
\ Vaya Con Dios 
/ Johnny 

Limelight Theme 
\I'd Rather Die Young 
/P.S. I Love You 

Anna 


PUBLISHER 


t (disks, coin machines), 


Broadcast 
Leeds 


Chappell 
Miller 
Cromwell 


Meridian 


piesa Acuff-R 

Prev er reer t Ty Brandom 
new ata Bourne 

Hollis 
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|| | | 
aiel 
VARIETY Jz} 1] [oyg| 
Survey of retail sheet music _ e | 5 » | % 
sales based on repérts obtained [wis]. | 31s | = § 
from leading stores in 12 cities - ej|35 | 3 2) ./0|4]| © 
and showing comparative sales eit S/F /S1 42) ,/1/E] 01m oO 
rating for this and last week. m | 2 Sie ig¢lelBlelelzie| . 
*ASCAP +BMI PIEISITe (TIE pe lZle/eiEl a 
elieigizizialsiszisigicis L 
AES hed bon Ce ae ee 
ee yele la leis SlFZ1E (2 2] P 
National #igi=ic e/B)e/"|o}8)9 12) 0 
ray ele elslaisieigigiZig =| 4 
S1Siti Sis (tlie leisiz 
This Last B Bieltieleieislel=e ial] t 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher z eq Ps lolz | alelialé ia 4 KZ Ss 
1 _1 Moulin Rouge (Broadcast). ....- 2 3 2 1:1 3 1 2 21 3 2 = 21:13 
23 *I'm Walking Behind You (Leeds). 3 1 9 4 2 3 2 3 3 2 1 2 9% 
3.2 *April in Portugal Chappell).... 4 2 38 2 3 2 6 1 6 1 3 3 % 
4 4 *] Believe (Cromwell)........... 1 4 6 6 5 7 3 4 2°75 _4 5 80 
5 5 *Ruby (Miller)....... ‘ sagnee § 5 4 3 ae. 7 - = 8 7 4 7 
6 7 *Pretend ‘Brandom)....... ora 2° a a ee ee ee 8 39 
7 6 tYour Cheatin Heart (AcufiR).. .. 6 2 $8 7 9 6 9 7... 7 37 
8 8 Say Youre Mine ‘Meredian)..... 9 7 10 5 9 8 7 10 9 9 6 32 
‘9 9 *Seven Lonely Days (Jefferson).... 9 -. 10 6 i 5 8 5 9 29 
10 11 *Just Another Polka (Frank)...... 7 10 5 7 6 10 21 
ll .. *No Other Love (Williamson).... 8 «. «- +; 5 ‘5 9 
12 14  tAnna (Hollis)..... eee I we wea 9 Tae aT 
13A 10  *Doggie in the Window (Santly-J), ,, 3, 5, «. 10 .. .. - 7 10 id 7 
13B 12 *Nearness of You (Famous),.,.::, 3) 27 2+ 33 +s >: Sas . , 7 
15 *Almost Always (Drand0M).ccccee ee ce ve ce oe ce oe 8 oo 8a 3 


| ‘Here 
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Dinah Shore: “Blue Canary’ 


“Eternally” (Victor). “Canary” 
should be a highflyer for Dinah 
Shore this summer. It's a bright 
and melodious novelty with bird 
sound gimmickry. She belts in a 
breezy manne! The theme from 
Limeli ts Ivric addition in 
Kternaily It does little fo h 
charmin melod in tact the mie 
odic ti gol I tint 
native wordadce Muss $ ore il 
‘ I \ mn ft puit z ot } 
Bill Darnell Lor t-. Ben 
Con » M Dec Htun n 
I ai ri ) I 
t10 | t Love t 
i) \ i n sho 1 « \ | 
into the | off bracket. He s 
with ; e’ ited Ve oO mtic PTlaval 
George Barnes’ guitar backing gives 
itana ed zest. Reverse is an okay 
slow te oO ballad that a neat 
Darnetl a very 
Eddy Moward: “Love Every Mo 
ment You Live The Right Way 
(Mercury Blending of corny Ivri 
and sir e melody in “Love Every 
Ylome! You Live ive haddy 
Howard a takeoff potentia Alfalfi 
flavor do nates platter, making if 
a juke natura Country song on 
reverse is Just a so-so entry 
Richard Bowers: ‘Tear Drop in 
the Rain-“Baby Let Me Kindle 


Best 


DINAH SHORE 


AVUlOP) 1. tvs eeee nee 
BIEL DARNELL 
PIOCOET a5 45280804 

Your Flame” (Columbia). Richard 
Bowers’ second entry for Columbia 
after “Gomer Neson” marks him as 
a comer. He projects an ingratiat 
ing romantic flavor in “Tear Drop 
jin the Rain It's a quality ballad 
that rate attention. Bowers dis 
plays excellent change of pace on 
reverse (sets across some zinfgy 
riff efforts that demand replay 
Tossup to which side will nab 
the most spins. George Siravo's 
orch a t is topflight 

Eileen Barton: “I Ain't Gonna 
Do | fo Coral Driving 
rhythm & blues flavor of ‘‘Ain’t 
Gonna Do It" is a surefire money 
maker on all levels. Eileen Barton 
vivid attack gives it a highpowered 
quality that'll stir up plenty ol 
noise in the market. Thrush waxe 
sentimenta on tunesmith’s Bob 
Merrill’s “Toys.” It too has 4@ 
coingrabbing potential. Echo tech 


nique is used to good effect here 

Lou Monte: “Jealous of You" 
‘Angelina’ (Victor), Victor's recent 
acquisition from the indie Jubilee 


label initialer. “Jealous of You” 
a pleasant Latino flavored item but 
it lacks the excitement for jock o1 


juke attraction. “Angelina” is mild 

Jimmy Palmer Orch: “Oh’'-"By 
the Beautiful Sea” (Mercury). Al 
though Jiminy Palmer's slice of 
“Qh” is hitting the market on the 
‘heels of several solid rival ver 
sions, his rendition should have no 
trouble catching up and making 
some noise on its own. Lively ar- 
rangement vets added zest from a 
jaunty vocal chorus workover, Orch 


and chorus bring plenty of bounce 
to the bottom slice 

Tony Craig: Volcano”-"“The 
Melba Waltz” (Vogue). Pairing of 
pic tunes adds up to okay platte 
fare. Tony Craig takes “Volcano 


from the Italian pic of the same 
name, for an exciting ride. Craig 
slows up on “The Melba Waltz,” 


from the pic, “Melba,” but projects 
a neat melodious piping style. Both 
sides rate attention 

Pearl Bailey: ‘Nothin’ 
Baby’’-"‘As Long As I Live’ (Coral) 
Pearl Bailey goes to town on the 
Duke Ellington composition 
Nothin’ Nothin’ Baby.” Melodic line 
and lyric thought are right up her 


Nothin’ 


alley and she brings it home for 
solid results. Enough of the Miss 
3...ey styling on reverse for fail 


spinning attention 

Richard Hayman Orch: “Simon- 
etta’-‘Dansero” (Mercury) Rich- 
ard Hayman has another clicko in- 
strumental slice in “Simonetta.” 
It’s a flavorsome entry pegged for 
jock and juke tastes. Headed for 
a strong hold in the payoff bracket. 
Latino tempo on bottom deck 
tastefully delivered and will 
tract the chile devotees. 

The Clovers: “Good Lovin'’” 
Goes a Fool” (Atlantic 
Rhythm & blues vocal combo, The 
Clovers, is headed for big returns 
with this coupling. “Good Lovin’ ” 
is an excellent sampling of group’s 
r&b techniques Frantic attack 


at- 


makes it a surefire winner in the 


is | 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By MIKE GROSS 





r&b market. They're a_ little 
softer on reverse but side will 
still be a noisemaker. 


Album Reviews 


“Me and Juliet” (Victo: Rodg- 


ers & Hammerstein disappoint 
in their latest musicomedy eiioi 
Score in this original cast lacks the 
iiety and rich harmonics that 
have been R&H factors in pat 
Most of it is uninsp) ove 
burdened with a heavy ! ‘ 
tein Ivrie Even when | ne 
hs do break thro pyre 
( tivating material, el 0 
Miher Love,” “Keep It ¢ 
Viarriage Type Lo ‘ \ 
members fail to bru heim 
home winners Album ures 
Isabel Bigley, Bill Hayes, Joan 
McCracken, Mark Dawsen = and 
Arthur Maxwell, Nowhere on the 
iibum sleeve or pilattet 5s ano in 
dication given as tu Whois singing 
what song 
“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes'’- 
Jane Russell - Marilyn Monroe 
M-Gi-M) Big selling potential of 
this soundtrack album doesn't rest 
on the score or the vocal abilities 
of its stars. It banks on the name 
ure of Jane Russell and Marilyn 
Monroe as well as the push given 
it by the national releasce of the 
20th-Fox pic. Tandem displays 
ers ee BLUE CANARY 
sian Eternally 
TONIGHT LOVE 
Come to Me 
here that they're better off seen 


than heard. Neither has any vocal 
stature and add little values to the 
Jule Styne-Leo Robin score. (Twe 
numbers by Hoagy Carmichael and 


Harold Adamson, “Ain't There 
Anvone Here for Love?" and 
“When Love Goes Wrong,” inter- 


polated into the pic, are mediocre 
items.) From the original Robin 
Stvne score, “Little Girl From 
Litthe Rock’ and “Diamonds Are 
a Girls Best Friend” still impress 
is socko special material 


Platter Pointers 


Three Suns waxing of Don't 
Take Your Love From Me" on the 
Victor label has a payotf potential 


Victor Young his a charming 
in “Hi-Lili, Hi-Lo” ‘(Decea 
The Honeydreamers have an 
exiciting Latino flavored platter in 


hice 


“The Bayou’ on the indie Juno 
label . The Four Knights ve: 
ion of “Baby Doll’ on Capitol 
rates spins... Edmundo Ros get: 
lots of excitement from “Chile 
Sauce (London) Bill Kenny 
has a fine disk in “Do You Know 
What It Means to Be’ Lonely” 
(‘Decca’)... The indie Request label 
has a flock of attractive sides waxed 


by The World Symphony Orches 
tra. Best of the lot are “Gypsy 
s}ues “Tyrolian Tanyo” and 
The Bumblebee At Carnegie.” 


D.C. Showfolk in Int’ 
Air Patrol Exchange 


Washington, June 30 

A I). C. bandleader who's learn- 
ing to fly and a group of local and 
net work radio and TV entertain- 
ers and commentators teaming 
up in Washington to give the Civil 
Air Patrol’s International Cadet 
Exchange its biggest push pub- 
licity-wise. 

Maestro of the operation 
Barnee Breeskin, orchestra con- 
ductor at the Shoreham Hotel who 
hag been made a colonel in the 
C.A.P. and who is about ready for 
his first solo flight. Breeskin, in his 
40s, has not only lined up the 
radio and TV cooperation, but will 
personally escort one unit of ca- 
dets to Italy under the exchange 
program. 

Among shows already set to pro- 


are 


18 


mote the Civil Air Patro! before 
the cadets leave for overseas on 
July 23, are the NB¢ Three-Star 
Extra, with Ray Henle slated to 
do the plugging, and disk jockeys 
and entertainers Art Brown, Mil- 
ton Q. Ford, Gene Archer, Eddie 


Gallaher, Jerry Strong and Mark 


| Evans, with others still to come 


The cadet exchange program has 
been going on since 1948 but ap- 
pears due to get its best support 
via radio and TV this year. Under 
the program, the U. S. is sending 
a total of 120 cadets to 16 foreign 
countries. Each of these nations is 


, sending cadets to the U. 5S. 
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It’s So-00-00 Good! 


C’EST SI BON 


cARTHA K 


AFRICAN LULLABY 


20/47-5358 











Their Greatest Instrumental! 


“QO” 


TERFINEGAN 


THE MOON IS BLUE 





20/47-5359 
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With That ‘Hot Toddy”’ Beat! 


RUB-A-DUB-DUB 


PH TIANAGAN 


THE STOP AND KISS DANCE 





20/47-5361 


Big Raced CR eReg € 


| Love va Bry Moment You Live 





Crying j in the Chapel Rca VICTOR ox 
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Victor Disk Retailers’ | 


Bermuda Contest Junket | 


Joseph B. Elliott, RCA Victor 
vice-prexy over consumer prod- 
ucts, and Larry Kanaga, Victor's 
sales chief, hosted 170 disk re-| 
tailers on a seven-day trip to Ber- | 
muda last week as the windup to 


a sales contest All-expense trip 
was awarded dealers who made 
the highest percentage ol sale 
quota on the Victor catalog Ol 
bestsellers from March ] t 
April 30 

It was the second such Co 
staged b Victor to boo i 
The first eld last ea h ed 
Victor’s catalog Sa b out 
50) wecordit to Kanaga I} 
contest wa in by Victor’s d 
tribs in 93 sales territores and 
“dealers from Florida to Alaska | 
were among the prize-winners. 


Toledo Sports Arena 


Rigged for Longhairs 
Toledo, June 30. 
The Sports Arena, largest en- 
tertainment hall in Toledo, has in- 
stalled acoustical improvements to 
enable the hall to accommodate 
large musical groups. The Boston 
Pops Orchestra, with Arthur Fie- 
dler, has a tentative booking in the 
huge spot next March 7. 


Earlier entry into longhair of- 
ferings a few years ago was the 
New York Philharmonic and Bruno 
Walter: but icoustie troubles 
spoiled the event tor many patrons 
F. W. Casino’s 25th Anni 

Fort Wort | June 30 

Fort Worth Casino wl | mark 1 
95th anni July 11-18 with Ray Me 
Kin band playing the eight 
day stand. Spot is handing out a 
ilver dollar to every 25th person 
at gate. 





cord 
tas repor 


it 


AND FORECAST OF TOMORROW'S SONG HITS | 





HIT @ TROPICANA (Eastwick) 

OISK @ LIFE IN NEW YORK (Duchess) — "Tagged hit from be- 
ginning to end," states Cash Box in awarding Monty 
Kelly (Essex) "DISK OF THE WEEK" honors. Top deck is 
a lush and stringy instrumental, penned by Bernie 
("Vanessa") Wayne. Reverse is the beautiful theme 
and title song of that new TV series. 

xe kkk 
MARTIN & UNFAIR (Paul) — Tony Martin (Vic.) clicks with his 
“CLICKS” latest, aromantic ballad with lush backing by Henri 
Rene. Cash Box names it "DISK OF THE WEEK." Variety's 
report: “should give Martin the best spinning ace 

tion he’s had in some time," 

ke keke 
"POTENT @ MOONLIGHT TANGO (Village) — Ricky Hale (Dana) 

SIDE’ rates a Cash Box "BEST BET" for this “polished vocal 
ona lovely, lush tango... potent side that could 

- hit big." 
xkwewek* 

“BEST @ TILL THE MOON TURNS GREEN (Emperor) 

SET" @ | WANNA KNOW (Park Ave.) — Johnny Long (Coral) 
earns a Variety “BEST BET" with this pair. Billboard 
and Cash Box believe both sides can make the grade, 

x*nweweKw 
“SLEEPER o ALL I DESIRE (BMI) — Bob Manning (Cap.) comes up with 
OF THE a "SLEEPER OF THE WEEK" tag in Cash Box. Title song 
WEEK" from the motion picture "can make a great deal of 
noise," is the verdict. The instrumental version 
by Camarata (Dec.) i3 nominated a “BEST BET." 
x*kekwek 

"BEST ane’ LOVES ME (CGranson) — Jenny Barrett (Vogue) 

Buy" kicked off this girl version to make it a Billboard 
"BEST BUY." Don Cornell (Coral), ina boy treate 
ment, rates "NEW RECORD TO WATCH" attention, 

kk Kwek kk 
3 DISKS @ CRYING IN THE CHAPEL (Valley)—Dirrell Glenn (Val- 
3 PICKS ley) gave this semi-religious number a big send-off 
and Billboard reports it a "NEW RECORD TO WATCH," with 
similar honors to the Rex Allen (Dec.) and June 
Valli (Vic.) releases, “strong cover records that 
should pull pop action." 
xkwekwek xk 

FILM @ ANGEL EYES (Bradshaw) — Nat "King" Cole (Cap.) inan 

HIT impressive performancsa of the blues item from the 
film, “Jennifer.” Cash Box lists it "DISK OF THE 
WEEK." Nat Cole has that same wonderful sound," says 
Billboard 

x*w* ek & 
NOVELTY @ MAMA DON'T WANT NO PEAS AN’ RICE AN' COCONUT 
“SLEEPER” OIL (Marks) -= Bob Carroll (Derby) wins "SLEEPER OF 
THE WEEK" spot in Cash Box for "a march novelty that 
could take the country by storm... asockeroo." 
xkkekk 
“DISK @ KISS ME AGAIN, STRANGER (Blackwo 9d) — Doris Day 
TO (Col.) “creates a good stir," reports Billboard, cite 
WATCH” ing tune a "NEW RECORD TO WATCH." The intimate, whise 
pery ballad looks big. 
xx eke 
Phd @ BUTTERFLY LOVE (American) 

Buy @ LET ME LOVE YOU JUSTA LITTLE (American }—JimRaeves 
(Abbott) rates a Billboard "BEST BUY" with action 
lively on both sides. 

kw wk 

“BEST @ DO ME A FAVOR (Presto esmi}—Lisa Kirk (Vie.) 

ser” has “her best chance," according to Variety and gives 
disk a "BEST BET." Cash Box say3, “results are 
torrific.* 

xkwewkw 
STRONG @ SYMPHONY OF A STARRY NIGHT (Johnstone-Montai) — 
COMERS Hugo Winterhalter 


(Vic.). 


@ YOU'RE MINE MY LOVE (Ward-Sears)—Bob Santa Maria 


(MGM). 


@ SOMETHING WONDERFUL HAPPENS ( Johnst one-Montei) 


— Margaret Whiting (Cap.). 


BROADCAST 
580 FIFTH AVENUE « 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 


HOLLYWOOD 


ifan 


INC. 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 


MUSIC, 


phe) te), bie) MONTREAL 











RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS |— 








































































































with BMI for anothe: 
Roger Coleman opened 
Haven, Detroit, Mon- 
Patricia Music host- 


re-signed 
jyear . 
at the Gay 
Gay (20) « as 


stine’s opening at Birdland, N. Y., 
tomorrow (Thurs.) ... Frank Stan- 
ton, plugger for Roxbury 
leaves for the Coast July 6 for a 
month's stay ... George Shearing 
into the Bandbox, N. Y., July 25 

Alan Dean currently at the 
| Three Rivers Inn, Syracuse, N. Y. 
|... Crooner Johnny Clark pacted 
| by the indie Marvello label ‘ 
|Ruth Brown headlines bill at 
Apollo Theatre. N. Y., Friday (3) 
| Duke Ellington-Count Basie 
tandem move into the Bandbox, 
N. Y., July 7... Billy Taylor Trio 
opens at the Club Elegante, Brook- 
lyn, July 2... Crooner Dick 
| Duane inked to the indie Barbour 
label 





' 


| Chicago 


Ray Pearl playing Peabody 


Johnny Parker, crooner-songsmith, | 


{ S c , O'Dell group left 
ing press and deejays at Billy Eck- 


Music, | 


U. S. agent Billy Shaw en route 
to Dusseldorf for meeting with 
foreign band bookers . . 
Ciro’s Club to 
play season at Castellana Hilton 
Hotel, Madrid. Blind 
Saye augmenting at Ciro’s to take 
over all musical chores . 


Alexander, bandleader from Sing- 
apore, is here on vacation , . 
Sunday lunchtime BBC spot, peak 


| of dance band listening here, went 


| Hotel, Memphis, on Aug. 3 for one | 


week, following with two frames 
at Riviera, Lake Geneva, Wis... be- 
| ginning Aug. 18 ..Joy Kayler to 
Paris Gardens, Escanaba, Mich.. 
| July 1 for two stanzas .. Henry 
Brandon taking over Trianon Ball- 
room, Chi, Aug. 18 for three 

Ray McKinley into Lakewood Ca- 


| 


| sino, Fort Worth, for 10 days be-| 
i ginning July 10 with one-nighters | 


| 


| 
| 


to Sid Phillips group, with deejay | 


Jack Jackson from Sunday (28), 


Gnsha 


Cheryl Corby started 
month at Cottonwood Room 


Organist 
sixth 


of Blackstone Hotel ... Lei Aloha! 


— holding forth at Dundee 
e 


. Ronnie | 


pianist Joe! 


| .. Mary) 
Lou Williams booked for dates in/! 
Holland and Copenhagen... Heinz. 


. + »« Omaha Cardinals hired | 
organist Warren Piper to play at. 
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Survey of retail disk best Sto lslalelel2iglole e\¢ 
sellers based on reports ob- ai, S| E13 3 g “ 2 & alt : 
tained from leading stores in a Sic m 1 | 2 o\ls 
12 cities and showing com- ry a & = a & 7 | — | S a F os T 
parative sales rating for this z~ielnmls z Alima@it@lielal x = . 
and last week. Ole | Z3is jjs|/si-ic 2 | 

ra ot — J ~ | xc!f} fi @a a 

LlalzelF 7 /sleisiale;siF] ep 
eT ISIS al 2ir 17 |i 8/2] 2 

National oe eis oe | 3 x Siw iai§& Eial| I 
oriag: Sisiéia 2 s\2|s “i/<is] an 
This Last isisizigaislifigaisis ei/g\|s|fT 
wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title IAI IBIOCIHGZIZ'TS lolainialol s 
PERCY FAITH (Columbia as 
| 1 “Song from Moulin Rouge” 1 2 1 2 =1 - 9 2 1 1 1 1 99 
EDDIE FISHER (Victor) 
2 2 “Pm Walking Behind You” esses 2 7 ae 3 2 2 5 9 4 2 2 5 85 
~ LES BAXTER (Capitol) a 

3 4 “April in Portugal” 7 Rs 2 4 5 2 5 4 7 54 

~~ RICHARD HAYMAN (Mercury) , 

4 3 “Ruby” ; evade 4 - 7 7 .. § 3 3 4 48 

-,-s« FRANK CHACKSFIELD (London) 

5 5 “Limelight Theme” 3 3 9 1 : ; 10 7 6 4 45 

PERRY COMO (Victor) = 

6 6 “Say You’re Mine Again” 6 5 7 5 6 10 6 10 3 41 

~ FRANKIE LAINE (Columbia) _ 

7 7 “I Believe” ’ 10 6 é 2 8 8 5 30 

“AMES BROS. (Victor) _ : ~ 

8 8 “You, You, You” 9 5 3 7 2 29 

~ HILLTOPPERS (Dot) : 

9 10 “P.S. I Love You” 7 3 1 22 
PERRY COMO (Victor) ; ares epee 
10 13 “No Other Love” 1 10 9 9 8 10 10 20 
PAUL-FORD (Capitol) see eias 
11 9 *Vaya Con Dios” 8 3 10 8 15 

LES BAXTER (Capitol) 0 —— 

12 . 14 _ “Ruby” 3 5 14 
PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol) ae eo oe 
13A_.. - “Oh!” 6 3 13 
| PAUL-FORD (Capitol) a ee 

13B “Johnny” 5 4 13 

HILLTOPPERS (Dot) eo ee =< 7 2 

I5A 12 “I'd Rather Die Young” 10 1 11 

KAY STARR (Capitol) ey ee ce oe 

| 15B- 16 “Half a Photograph” 7 ay ae aed a. 7 11 
RUSTY DRAPER (Mercury) = ~ 

17A_ “Gambler’s Guitar” 4 8 10 

BILL HALEY (Essex) : ee ee ere 

17B- 15 “Crazy, Man, Crazy” 6 6 10 
| KAY STARR (Capitol) “8 i Nae inline aii Hatainas ne ai 

19A **Allez-Vous-En” 9 6 9 ; 3 
| NAT (King) COLE (Capitol) ~ Siete ital — 
| 19B 16 “t Am in Love” ; 7 6 9 
l 2 .— ¢ (eee 5 

|MUSIC FOR LOVERS WONDERFUL TOW? CAN-CAN FAVORITE TANGOS ME & JULIET 
| F I V E T O P ONLY Broadway Cast | Broadway Cast Mantovani Broadway Cast 
| Jackie Gleason | Decca | Capitol London Victor 

ALBUMS | Capitol DL 9010 S 452 LL 768 OC 1012 

H-352 DA 937 EDM 452 EOC 1012 
| 9-391 LOC 1012 
EOA 458 
| their baseball games Eddy 
| Howard orch due in at Joe Malec's 
() th U { | Peony Park this weekend (3-5). 
| nh tne pbea i 
| 
| . “ 
New York jfor rest of the month.. — Topflight Deejay 
. ; : ; ,.| Freshman booked for four frames | 
Fred Amsel, Karen Chandler's at. Yankee Inn, Akron, bowing in 
| manager, left for the Coast yester- | July 27... Henry Busse opens Pea- 
;day (Tues.) to line up dates for hody Hotel, Memphis, Aug. 10 for 
the songstress ... Doe Berger, vet | fortnight. | 
plugger, in his seventh week at _ 
Brooklyn Veterans Hospital 
London | 


with an original program 
idea, and possessing air 
salesmanship, alert, and 
looking for a good radio 
future in a major city 
with big league oppor- 
tunities. If you are that 
dynamic __ personality, 
with that good audience 
building program ability, 
then rush your letter and 
audition tape to Box 218, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
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Theme song of the Aspen Picture 


“RETURN TO PARADISE” 
starring GARY COOPER 


Musle by Dimitri Tiomkin Words by ‘Ned Washington 








a8 

















ES: 2S 


SOMEONE'S BEEN 
‘MY MAIL 


“mo a < RECORDED BY: 
RIES ere COLUMBIA 


REMICK MUSIC CORP. ~ M. WITMARK & SONS 
WARNER BROS. MUSIC DIVISION 
488 MADISON AVE., NEW YORK 22, N.Y 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


Two of songwriter Bob Merrill's current tunes are adding to the | 
confusion of pop song titles. His “Butterflies” tune, cut by Patti Page | 


for Mercury, came out simultaneously with the Mills Bros. cut of | 
“Pretty Butterfly,” Sunny Skylar's adaptation of Anton Dvorak’s “Hu- | 
moresque.” Merrill's ballad, “If You Were Mine,” etched by Mario | 
Lanza for RCA Victor, is at least the seventh tune to be. published | 
under this title. The ASCAP song index lists six others plus two | 
tunes under the title of “If You Were Only Mine.” 
The spotting of Jane Russell with Marilyn Monroe in the new M-G-M 

Record Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” album was done with the okay 

of Irving Mills, Mills Music vice-prexy who heads the firm’s American 

Recording Artists label. Miss Russell is tied up as an exclusive artist 

to ARA but Mills released her as a business courtesy to M-G-M Rec- 

ords’ Coast exec, Jessie Kaye. The switch is that previously, when 

Mills was planning to put the Russell-Monroe combo back-to-back 

on ARA, the 20th-Fox studio heads refused to release Miss Monroe | 
for the project. 


“Too Much Mustard,” the oldie which was heard a couple of weeks 
ago on the Ford 50th anni TV show, was originally spotted in the 
RKO Fred Astaire-Ginger Rogers starrer, “The Story of Vernon & 
Irene Castle,” back in 1939. Al J. Neiburg, an ASCAP writer, wrote 
the new lyrics to ‘‘Mustard,” using the original 1911 tune by Cecil 
Macklin which was titled “Irene & Vernon Castle Tango.” It’s a split 
copyright between SESAC, which licenses the Macklin tune, and 
ASCAP, which centrels the Neiburg lyric. Schuberth Music publishes 


both ver; 


ONS 
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BILLY ECKSTINE 


| LAUGH TO | 
KEEP FROM 
CRYING 


MGM 11511 
K 11511 


SEND MY 
BABY BACK 
TO ME 


78 RPM 
45 RPM 


MGM RECORDS 
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...Disk Companies’ Best Sellers...\(~ 


CAPITOL ARTIST 

VAYA CON DIOS .........0+e+e008++-Les Paul-Mary Ford 

JOHNNY 

APRIL IN PORTUGAL .... 

SUDDENLY 

3. HALF A PHOTOGRAPH .... 
ALLEZ-VOUZ-EN 


— 


.Les Baxter 


i] 


eeeeeerer eeeeveeere 


uses iceedibscaeds seen eee 


4. RETURN TO PARADISE ..... secccoesees teat (ming) Cole 
ANGEL EYES 

Oe Re eee eee eee TUN COTE CT. CCE Pee Wee Hunt 
SAN 

COLUMBIA 

1. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ...... Percy Faith 
SWEDISH RHAPSODY 

SS eS oe ota sc cd sb eeseeaewanaes Frankie Laine 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 

3. KISS ME AGAIN, STRANGER ........ D. Day-P. Weston 


A PURPLE COW 
4. DOWN BY THE RIVER SIDE 
TAKE ME BACK ’ 
5. CANDY LIPS 
LET’S WALK THAT- AWAY 
CORAL 
1. INTO EACH LIFE 
TOO MUCH MUSTARD 
a. <I? sooo oe 4.5 99.0 ies nw 5 Ge ease ee Don Cornell 
WHEN HANDS OF CLOC K PRAY AT MIDNIGHT 


Four Lads 


...Doris Day-Johnnie Ray 


ee ee Teresa Brewer-Les Brown 


3. HEY! MR. COTTON PICKER ..MeGuire Sisters-A. Lund 
TELL WHERE GOOD TIMES 

4. TOYS covceee Eileen Barton 
I AIN’T GONNA DO IT 

5. CRYING IN THE CHAPEL Pag iawn 66000. eae Art Lund 
LOVE EVERY MOMENT YOU LIVE 

DECCA 

A. ey a iy yl y ® a  erreee Mills Bros. 
DON’T LET ME DREAM 

5; Tee GT) Pee MOTE. . kv ov bee eee seas sence oes Four Aces 
ORGAN GRINDER’S SWING 

3. MY HEART BELONGS TO DADDY ........... Peggy Leé 
PVE GOT YOU UNDER MY SKIN 

i: es cr eis os Se 2k ee eee eer Victor Young 
SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE 

Ss Gee ee Ae BO SAPs 22 ice ccteees bee 6 <6. Rex Alien 
I THANK THE LORD 


LONDON 


1, TERRY’S THEME FROM LIMELIGHT ... 
INCIDENTAL MUSIC FROM LIMELIGHT 


Frank Chacksfield 


2. SONG FROM MOULIN ROUGE ..... ececccccees Mantovani 
VOLO COLUMBO 

3. RETURN TO PARADISE ........... eoccecce Lita Roza 
TELL ME WE’LL MEET AGAIN 

4. CORONATION RAG .Winifred Atwell 
BOUNCE THE BOOGIE 

& THE LAST RHAPSODY ....cccscceccs S. Black-Mantovani 


NILA WALTZ 


MERCURY 
1, RUBY 


+e». Richard Hayman 
LOVE MOOD 


2. GAMBLER’S GUITAR bbe eer re Rusty Draper 
FREE HOME DE MONSTRATION 

3. FOR ME, FOR ME .. «<1... .ccssceee eeeeees- Georgia Gibbs 
THUNDER AND LIGHTNING 

4. TELL ME YOU LOVE ME ....... eoceeresecees Gaylords 
COQUETTE 

Dit ME is o15.5.¢-08 4 dhs RRL coccccese- Richard Hayman 
LIMELIGHT 

M-G-M 

Ree eee seccceess Oylvana Mangano 
I LOVED YOU 

2. YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART ..... $6:0:60 3.000 065-6 OR een 
I'LL BE WAITING FOR YOU 

3. IS IT ANY WONDER seeeeeeoeeereeene Joni James 


ALMOST ALWAYS 
4. I LAUGH TO KEEP FROM CRYING ,,......Billy Eckstine 
SEND MY BABY BACK TO ME 
5. KAW-LIGA 
YOUR CHEATIN’ HEART 
RCA VICTOR 
1, I'M WALKING BEHIND YOU , 
JUST ANOTHER POLKA 
2. NO OTHER LOVE 


cveeeecsouccRenaie Willems 


... Eddie Fisher 
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| film music via the ARA disks. The 


| 


e 





| with 


i; ducers in Hollywood where he re- 


N. Y. late this week but will stop 
lover briefly in Chicago for talks 
{with Irving Green, Mercury Rec- 
lords chief, and Duke Ellington 

who is playing at the Blue Note 
i there. 











ae ~COntinued from page 35 








— 
‘+ jor disk companies to okay his pic 
tunes. If necessary, he said. he 
will prove the potential of the 


ARA label, moreover, will enable 
Mills to give their own interpre 
tations to the scores. The ARA 
masters will be available for 


to the commercial diskers and 
Mills is now talking deals with 
Decca and Mercury on several pix 
album productions planned by 


ARA. 

Mills stressed the value of d 
jockey plug in the company’s 
score exploitation program as t 
only way of protecting the 
ests of the film producers 
songwriters. He pointed out that 
the indie producers, unlike some 
of the major studios who regard 
music as “incidental,” are inter- 
ested in every exploitation angle 


and the 


as well as “earning every last dol- 
lar,” including the income to be 
d rived from music 

Mills is setting distribution for 
the ARA masters’ throughout 
Europe via affiliations with regu- 
jar Continental labels. Outlet 
are also being arranged in Africa 
and Australia and Irving Mills 
due to make a trip to Japan in 


August for a Nippon disking deal 


With its new _ studio. tieups, 
Mills is now the largest publisher 
of current picture tunes in the 


business. The firm is setting car 

paigns with the following pix 
RKO’'s “The French Line,” scored 
by Josef Myrow, Ralph Blaine and 
sob Wells; RKO's “Second 
Chance,” with music by R 

Webb: Columbia’s “Sadie Thomp- 
son” and “Let’s Do It Agai 

both scored by Ned Washington 
and Lester Lee; UA’s “No Escape,” 
music by Bert Shefter; and 
“The Marshall’s Daughter,” scored 


by Ken Murray and Stan Jones 
Irving Mills was instrumental 
in making the pic deals via his 


longtime familiarity with the pro- 


sides. He heads homewards from 





MA Swings it oe 
.eee and so does PA 


with the FOUR ACES 
Decca ‘Record 











A Solid Ballad Hit! 


si 
































cocee ..Perry Como 
KEEP IT GAY 
Hh gh \ 3. CRYING IN THE CHAPEL .......... (eenswees June Valli 
THE GREATEST NAME )} IN ENTERTAINMENT LOVE EVERY MOMENT YOU LIVE 
yf 4. YOU, YOU, YOU .... hesewbdeedeseseesenssd Ames Bros. 
ONCE UPON A TUNE 
701 SEVENTH AVE., NEW YORK 36 N.Y 5. WITH THESE HANDS ..... ccocreccocccccess GO Fisher 
WHEN I WAS YOUNG LEO FEIST, INC 
POOFTSOETETO FOS ++ 
—$— a — =~ = — — 
| | 
| : Variety says this about Lita’s recent release (1349 and 45-1349) 
r 4 ai 
| : RETURN TO PARADISE . . . gets a superlative rendition by British songstress Lita 
| Roza, a consistently fine stylist who gets her best chance to crack the U, S. best- 
seller lists... . 
Cther current releases by Lita Roza are: 
Hi Lill, Hi Lo—Take Care Of Yourself 1295 45-1295 
t Tears—!I Woke Up Crying.......... 1281 / 45-1281 
If Someone Had Told Me—Stars Felli 
On Alabama ........... sevetaews 1213 45-1213 
3 Love Where Are You Now— 
a. eee rerer rer? 660ene0 1232 45-1232 
Come What May—Somewhere In 
The Moonlight .................. 1197 45-1197 
Allentown Jail—! Wish | Knew...... 1176/45-1176 RECORDS 
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Eastern Mountaineers See Solid Upbeat Atler Set For Long Tour; | Parcenteries Now In Midwinter Gait 


: . reat Bows Concerto in London| 
Starting July 4; Talent Picture Bright .:"2:\'s: sss") As Vegas Forces Long-Range Buying 


week (24) to start a long tour of 
;}concert appearances. At Ostend, 
so that they won't be caught short, 
Result is that cafe dates for top 








| Belgium, Adler will give two solo | Future bookings have placed tal- 
recitals July 4 and 5. Following a! ent agencies on a solid footing for 
series of concerts in Johannesburg | the summet Cafe departments of 


The mountain resorts in New¢ 


‘ork State expect not only one of | 
i most prosperous July 4 week- | Kay Thompson-Wms. Bros. 











t! - & xf 
ends but a terrific season over all.| ‘To Reopen N.Y. Persian sisning juretg, trican cities. be: |the major tices are now hooking Aaures are being Lined up with un 
awcancles é ‘ * | - . b : é, Lt S¢ ar 1 a i » } tivit rpedente “s ity 
bo non-existent for the holiday | Kay Thompson & the Williams London in mid-August. around the cavetuiiclen ‘a sigbaaiia ggg oy oe of these 
« and requests for bookings | Bros. will headline the first show | rhe first performance of a new! on the same level as in mi iwint °- leal ‘afe futu ‘es is the ‘leva- 
¢ er periods are far ahead of at the Persian Room of the Hote! harmonica concerto w ritten for Ad » ramble f< { ill aa ae : J ler ¥ ye a ‘. wok Ae th : caaikia 
ison Plaza, N. Y., next season, starting|!er by Arthur Benjamin will be! business co ne ; as a result of th ° aa the saeaae Welaak te agencies 
condition applies not only rgb cng which closed for | 8!ven at Albert Hall, London, Aug.! pitches for Las Vegas dates fot Wad the Soak Shatin io inne. titer 
Y. State but to other vaca- 1e summer over the weekend,|!9 as part of the Promenade con-| headliners. These spots have been | haven't been the usual layoils that 
elts. The Poconos are also will formally unveil Sept. 1, but | Cert series, with Sir Malcolm Sar-| lining up headliners for as far in antes iv hit late spring or early 
siege of prosperity and without a show gent conducting the BBC Orchestra | advance as they can get commit-|summer. As things now look there 
n the Adirondacks, Ver- | Only entertainment at the Plaza |‘/"_ @SS!st ments. This has forced other nitery Continued on page 45) 
northern New Jersey and during the summer will be in the — 
‘ ere are getting a heavy ros- Rendez-Vous Room with the Maxi- 
se reservations. millian Bergere and Nicholas Mat 
Mercury Artists Corp. reports they bands Y k DETROIT ATHLETIC CLUB 
t} starting July 4 it will have | ri ; COPACABANA, New Yor M treal 
115 musical units playing vacation | AGVA T 0 1] Covington Ky. ~ CHEZ PAREE, Mon 
spots, many of them in the moun.- | urns Uver $ 000 ERLY HILLS Cc. C., Covi ) ' 
tain belt. Number of acts that will T BEV 
be working the mountain regions | 10 Welfare Fund Trustees; | PARA DESERT INN, Las Vegas CHICAGO THEATRE 
will be many times in excess of MOUNT, New York 
t 


‘hat number. Virtually all agen- 
cies have depleted their lists in 
to supply the holiday need 


More to Come After Audit’ 


The American Guild of Variety | 


ROO 
TIN CASINO, Philo. SEVELT HOTEL, New Orleans 
LA ' 


rt talent. The July 4 and| Artists turned over in excess of | SE, Chica 
Day weekends represent | $11,000 to the trustees of the go 
the peaks in short-term talent em- | Union's welfare fund at a meeting 
ent. held last week at the Roxy Thea 
rhere’s only one adverse aspect | tre, N. Y., office of David Katz, 
to the mountain picture, but even | the house’s managing director. The | 
that will work to the advantage of ;fund has opened its own bank ac- 
the having shows. The bun-| Count and will let space within a 


and cottage rentals are con- | few days. Trustees also appointed 
siderably below last year, and it’s | the accounting firm of Harris, Ker: 
believed that the unit rental dif-| & Foster to take care of the books. 
represents a gain regis- Prior to last Thursday’s (25) 


ference 


tered by hotels. 

The major spots have been sold 
since the last weekend. 
spell in New York over Sat- 
rday and Sunday spurred book- 


The | 


meeting of the trustees, AGVA ap- 
| pointed another to represent the 
union. William Brenner, a Long 
| Island realtor, was named and at 
| the confab was elected co-chair- 





| 
| 
} 


ings Many of those already in i man. Katz, representing the em- 
the resorts made certain that res-| ployers, is chairman, 

r\ tl 1S re y ‘. | 
ervations were made for them Only member of the board of | 


| ! 
| trustees who couldn‘t show up was 
| Rabbi Bernard Birstein, rector of | 
ithe Actors Temple, who is cur- | 


Generally, only the large spots 
had been assured of sellouts on 
the holiday, but this year the SRO 





shingle is being ) ls | ; ° | 
ee hung up on hotels |rently in Israel. He’s also repre- | 
Soe Serer |} senting the union. | 
car ~ ¥ . Y y, Y 
CNE’S Act Pacts AGVA is expected to turn over —Yfyy 
; additional coin to the trustees as | YY 
Warren, Latona & Sparks have Damar: : Ci 
ce = df ‘ te eo “ —_ soon as an auditing is made of | Yi 
tiona Exhibition Pevente, remy 28 other funds still in its keeping Yi 
eer ‘ 7 The trustees will purchase accident | G Yi 


13, date being 14 days to 


: insurance and allocate relie , 
ved in 16 days. é allocate relief money 


to the union to take care of its 


indigent. Gy YYy 
| | Oe 


rio. | eRHE YOUNG MAN OF COMEDY 7? 


SE | 6 RY Wy IRGENT 





RUDENKO 
BROTHERS 


Open July 2 thru 29th} 
Empire Room 


Palmer House, Chicago 
* 
Many Thanks To 














Police Supt. Joseph Scheuering 
last week (25) ordered police to 
silence barkers on Bourbon St., the 
historic French Quarter’s nitery 
strip. He also said he would ask 
the state board of tax appeals to 
| revoke licenses of clubs violating 
lany sections of the law. 

Scheuering charged that many, 
| nitery doormen have caused 
MERRIEL ABBOTT | “Bourbon St. to take on a carnival 
and Lew Diamond | or circus aspect. They are not 

/ doormen but barkers.” He charged 

e ithe docrman accost' passersby, 

| making false claims about their 

| floorshows, and shout too much. He 

}also said that from time to time | 
| Boodiums who have police 








Personal Direction: 
SAM ROBERTS 
203 N. Wabash, Chicago 1, Ill. 





rec- | 
ords” have been employed as door- 
|; men. 

Police last week swooped down 
;on the street and arrested 14 
| doormen on a charge of being bois- 
| terous. 

Lyall G. Shiell, Jr., attorney for 
| several of the nightclubs, charged | 
jthat police are committing “out- 
| rages against Vieux Carre - club 

owners.” | 


| Nazarro’s $1,844 Award 


| 
Currently eighteen tect tet mae telooed | 
: on ourt lz reek affirme 
PALACE, New York | the decision of the Municipal 
| Court, which had awarded person- | 
|al manager Nat Nazarro $1,844 in 
| past commissions from comedian | 
wee Paul White. 
| White sought to break the con- 
tract on the ground that Nazarro 
did not perform sufficient service 
Nazarro has been collecting 30° 
from White. 
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SENSATIONAL 
DANCE ACT 
(THE VALENTINO WHIP) 


WESTERLY 
GAIL 


135 East 33rd S#. 
New York — Plaza 7-6300 





Map Sumac Concerts 

Concert tour is being plotted for 
singer Yma Sumac this fall. She} 
played the Lewisohn Stadium, 
N. Y., last week and prior to that 
she scored in two weeks of long- 
hair dates in Lima, Peru, and 
' Caracas, Venezuela. Gross on the 
latter two dates was $40,000. y ‘ 

Miss Sumac is heading back for | Management DAVID JONAS 1697 Broadway, New Yor 


‘the Coast this week. 
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Las Vegas Still in Adolescence 
With Bigtime Growing Pains: Irwin, 


Developments in Las Vegas indi-¢ 


cate that the potential of this des- 
ert Monte Carlo have not yet been 


tapped, according to Stan Irwin, 
talent supervisor at the Hotel Sa- 
hara. Irwin visited New York last 
week for a few days and is now 
taking a leisurely auto trip back 

Irwin said that Las Vega still 
undergoing rowing pains Hotel 
space especiall on holidays and 
week 1s, 1 till at a premium. Of 
course most hotel ive. building 
additional Ving io accommodate 
more % to ind ne hote are 
being biuepl ted. Once til phase 
of the bu lif program com 
pleted, Irwin said, IJ Vegas will 
be able to vo after convention busi- 
ne It it feasible to do so now 
because of the acute room shortage 

las Vevas hoteliers are now con- 
vinced that the more activity Is In 
the town the more will be pent 
there. It’s believed that the race- 
track now being completed will 
brin :dditional visitors and with 
it a flood of fresh mone: 

Indication of how Vegas innkeep 
ers have changed their minds about 
what was formerly believed to be 
competing amusements Is seen In 
the fact that, initially, hotelmen 


were invited to chip in to build the 


golf course. They were lukewarm 
toy the proposition. They now have 
reason to regret it because Wilbur 


Clark of the 
course on his 
tually paid off 
operational profit 
an attraction for the inn, 

Another factor that indicates 
that the future of Las Vegas is 
sound lies in the fact that the Fed- 


own, It’s now vir- 
and showing an 




















BILLY GILBERT 


July 6 
“MERRY WIDOW” 
Starlight Opera 
Kansas City 


Personal Management 
DAVID L. SHAPIRO 
AL 4-1077 


For Night Clubs: MERCURY ARTISTS 











COMEDY MATERIAL 


For All Branches of Theatricals 


FUN-MASTER 


THE ORIGINAL SHOW-BIZ GAG FILE 
(The Service of the STARS) 
First 13 files $7.00—All 35 Issves $25 
Singly: $1.05 Each IN SEQUENCE ONLY 
Beginning with No. 1—No Skipping! 
e@ 3 Bks. PARODIES, per book. $10 @ 
e@ MINSTREL BUDGET .. $25 @ 
@ 4 BLACKOUT BKS., ea. bk. $25 @ 
@ BLUE BOOK (Gags for Stags) $50 @ 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 


$3.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $300. Worth over a thousand 
No C.0.D.'s 


BILLY GLASON 


200 W. 54th St.. New York 19—Dept. V 
Circle 7-1130 





Desert Inn built the | 


In addition, it’s | 








JAY MARSHALL 


\ OPENS JULY FOUR 
2 (The Hard Way) 


Hotel 
Thunderbird 


LAS VEGAS, NEV. 





Mgt.—MARK J. LEDDY 
LEON NEWMAN 





| ‘ 
'eral Government has long since 


had that general area as the base 
for its atomic experimentation. 
Thus there will be a concentration 
of personnel there for a long time. 
In addition, the Government is 
blueprinting a military highway 
from San Francisco which is ex- 
pected to be completed by around 
1958. This will bring an additional 
number of visitors to the city and 


it will tap a new market that’s now 
considered too remote 
Irwin said that the Sahara 


recognition as a room 10! 
comedians. The spot is getting the 
top funnymen, Red Skelton being 
the latest to date that cafe. Room 


getting 





| 
} 
| 


| Roger Donley, Bill Depew, Hayden 


faces the same problems as most | 
other Las Vegas spots--the ex- | 
treme scarcity of headliners 

he said that is being partially 


solved by production ideas 


Philly | Cafes Slow Down 


To a Walk for Summer 


Philadelphia, June 30 
Night life slows down to an 
most full stop during July, with 


town’s top cafes darkening for the 
dog days. Latin Casino, town's 
name act showcase, shuttered Sat- 
urday night (27) with reopening 


| set for mid-September. 

Chubby’s, in West Collingwood, 
N. J., and Lee Guber’s Rendez- 
vous, both featuring record names, 
| musical combos and acts, closed 
|down over the weekend—Chubby’s 
for a month and the Rendezvous 
for that or longer. Palumbo's, 700- 


seat South Philadelphia cabaret- 
restaurant, wound up the season 
Sunday night (28) and remains 


| dark until September. 

CR Club, adjacent to Palumbo’s 
;}and one of town’s leading private 
bistros (also features entertain- 
ment), shut down for two-week hia- 
tus. Big Bill's, big midtown musi- 
cal bar, closes July 4. In virtually 
every case, summer shutdown 
doesn’t mean complete blackout. 
Club* bars will remain open, al- 
'though all talent and music are 
| Sloughed. 





‘Bigger Talent Pitch 

At A.C.’s Dude Ranch 
Atlantic City, June 30 

The Dude Ranch here is going in 
more heavily for talent this season. 
| With Ben Cotey 
|shows, spot has signed Ray 
|lone, the Charioteers and Helen 

Forrest, among other acts. 
Initial week of top shows starts 


Friday (3) with Malone, Char- 
ioteers, and the Frantic Four. 
{Helen Forrest and Artie Dann 
headline the July 10 layout. Gay- 


lords and Buddy Greco will top the 


Kersey band have been signed for 
the season. 


Vaude, Cafe Dates 





Ma- 





New York 
Nanette Fabray goes 
N. Y., next Jan. 21... Jose Greco 
repacted for the Hotel Waldort- 
Astoria’s Empire Room, Dec. 4... 


=| Mickey Rooney into the Chicago 


Theatre, Chicago, July 24... Gene 
Nelson and Andy & Della Russell 
head the bill at Cocoanut Grove 
of the Ambassador Hotel, Los An- 
geles, Aug. 26... Darvas & Julia 
go into that stop Sept. 29... Rusty 
Draper inked for the Gay Haven, 
Detroit, Aug. 31... Harpo & Chico 
Marx reuniting for fair dates for 
the summer Ruby Richards 
signed for the new Latin Quarter, 
N. Y., revue in November. She's an 
American Negro dancer who made 
good in Paris... Ving Merlin goes 
into that show also 

Larry Gengo, of the Frank 
Sennes Agency, named booker for 
the Robert Friedberg Hotels 

















WHEN IN BOSTON 


t's the 


HOTEL AVERY 


Avery & Washington Sts. 
The Home of Show Folk 


=e jinn, Las Vegas, Sept. 1 





Beverlee Dennis into the Desert 
. [rene 
| Ryan goes to the Thunderbird. Las 
Vegas, Aug. 26 on the Tennessee 
Ernie bill . . . Irene Manning sails 
on the lle de France today (Wed.) 
for her July 13 stand at the Colony 
& Astor, London , , Rita Con- 
stance, an ex-Copa girl, now a 
singer, set for the Carousel, Pitts- 
burgh, July 10... Reberta Quinlan 
closes a week’s stand at Fan & 
Bill's. near Glens Falls, N. Y., 
tomorrow (Thurs.), 





Unit Review 








Spike Jones’ “Insanities 
of 1954” 
(FLAMINGO, LAS VEGAS) 

Las Vegas, June 25. 





Spike Jones & City Slickers 
(14), Helen Grayco, George Rock, | 
Arthur Walsh, Freddy Morgan, Sir} 
Frederick Gas, Jimmy Kennedy, | 
Paulette, Bill King, Dolores Gay, | 
Wayne-Marlin Trio, Lavonne Pear- | 
son, Theron Nay, Bernie Jones, Abe | 
Leu, 


Nole, Paul Joe Guerrero, | 


Causey, Jack Currance, Frankie | 

Little, “Marty,” Slickerettes (2): 

Bobby Page Orch (5); no cover or 
mum. 


With the unveiling of his “In- 
sanities of 1954,” Spike Jones 
should bring capacity biz into the 
Flamingo gaming domicile for aj 
solid month. Although overlong 


|spanning almost 90 minutes—re- 
| 


| 
| 
| 


‘ | 
vue has all the ingredients to make } 
a big success on the road 

Jones has changed the name for} 
his current opus, but the formula 


remains the same—corn, schtick- 
'lach, and razzle-dazzle He gives | 
the City Slickers better spotting 


j this time around 
al] | bang novelties for basic perimeter, 
« 


| 
| 
Using the slam-| 
| 
i 
' 


lhe tosses in or molds various acts 





|into the general melee. 


With the} 
odd-suited and instrumented lads} 
blowing up a bedlam and Jones | 
whamming or tooting the ever-| 
lovin’ out of his collective rhythm 
gadgets, the low comedy rites are 
observed. Above all, the skipper- | 
ing of gum-chewing, cracker-suited | 
maestro di fortemente Jones gives | 
everything an extra-special touch | 
of a master showman completely | 
in his element. 

Contrasting the constant tootling | 
and slapstick belting, Helen | 
Grayco, poured neatly into a gold | 
lame gown, purrs four tunes, hit- | 
ting peak mitts with “World on a | 
String” and “Big Mamou.” Arthur | 
Walsh snags a goodly collection of 
yocks for his “we were poor” rou-} 


} 
! 


| tine, plus switch on drunk lighting | 


| ciggies 
| Bette 
| mock 





| the beats 
producing the | 


| 


| comedic 


July 17 show. Other bills are still | 
to be set. 
A Lee Henderson line and Bob 


| flings; 


into the | 
Persian Room of the Plaza Hotel, | 


and guzzling, impresh of | 
Davis. Lavonne Pearson’s | 
up-from-audience as winner | 
of ‘‘Queen for a Day” and ensuing | 
scene with Jones reveals some} 
rather startling maneuvers on the 
part of the femme when_ she 
laughs. Breakup during trills of 
“Indian Love Call,” with Freddie | 
Morgan and two lads from Wayne- | 
Marlin Trio hefting some acro non-| 
sense, is a highlight. 

Dolores Gay wins plaudits for | 
her tapistry, particularly during | 
some trick spins while laying down | 
George Rock in Boy| 
Scout uniform amuses with trebles 
in “Three Little Fishies”’; Paul-| 
ette, a looker with fine chassis, | 
grabs ohs and ahs during trampo- 
line exercises and difficult twist- | 
ings: Sir Frederick Gas gets many | 
payoffs with chortles for running | 
gags throughout. | 

Wayne-Marlin Trio snare plenty | 
of attention and accolades for bal-| 
ancing, expert control and adagio 
Jimmy Kennedy adds _ his 
know-how to several 
scenes, and Frankie Little, the 
scurrying midget, romps around 
for additional chuckles. Theron 
Nay warbles straight tenor in his 
half of duet with a be-wigged and 
be-brassiered Spike Jones in a 
ridiculous prop boat named “SS. | 
Christine’; Bill King whips up 
pins and plates in juggling exer- 
cises after stepping out of the City 
Slicker section, where his 14 col- 
leagues mugg almost without stop. | 

Other Slickers to show up in vari- 
ous disguises for hokum are Ber-| 
nie Jones, Abe Nole, Paul Leu, Joe 
Guerrero, Roger Donley, Bill De- 


pew, Hayden Causey, Jack Cur-, 
rance, and someone with the 
{monicker “Marty.” The well- 


stacked Slickerettes patter talking 
quickies fore and aft in the revue 
Interim music for dansapation 1s 
in capable hands of trumpeter 
Bobby Page and combo Will. 


Ostend Back in Gambling 
Biz with Gala New Casino 


Ostend, June 30 
Miammoth new casino has finally 
been inaugurated here. Corner- | 
stone was laid in 1950. Belgians see 
completion of casino as crowning | 
step in return of their port-spa city 
to prominence it had pre-war. 
Most important gimmick in grace- 
ful gamblers’ haven is whole se 
ries of private salons, with all kinds 
of comforts for those willing to 
trade a hard frane for hopes of 
more. One of strangest items in 
strange collection of oddities in 
new building is 13-door administra- 
tion section. Office door number 
13 leads to tax collector's office. 





| said that 


AGVA Okays Jerry Lewis’ 


Ringling Circus Footballed 
On Seattle Stand Between 
Council and Park Board 


Seattle, June 30. 
Locating of Ringling Bros., Bar- 
num & Bailey Circus for stand here 
Sept. 8-10 stirred up a beef be- 
tween the city council and the Seat- 


tle Park Dept. The park board gave 


its permission to the circus to use 
Lower Woodland Park for the 
stand, but the council cancelled the 
permit. 

This burned the park board, which 
granting permission for 
use of parks is the sole prerogative 
and right of the park board. The 
latter also pointed out that it is 
ever alert to the need of added rev 


i enues, when it is in line with good 


public recreation, and that it felt 
having a circus in the zoo park was 
compatible with zoo practice. 
Circus will play here anyway, 
having taken the precaution of get- 


_but | for best interests of the casino—|ting a permit to use location in 


South End it has done befofe. 





Appeal on Cuffo Show Rap 


Hollywood, June 30. | 

American Guild of Variety Art- | 
ists has granted appeal asked by 
Jerry Lewis as a result of $1,000 | 
fine imposed on him for working a 
bistro cuffo, and the comic will ap- 
pear before AGVA’s appeal board | 
here in October, when he’s re- 
turned from Europe. 

However, if Lewis puts on an-| 
other gratis show before the ap- 
peals date, he will be fined $5,000 
and suspended from the guild, | 
Coast rep Eddio Rio said. Origi- | 
nally, Lewis was fined for toiling | 
cuffo at Ciro’s. He has been fined | 
three times previously on same | 
charges. 

Lewis is currently playing the | 
Palladium in London with his pard, | 
Dean Martin. | 


Cafe Terpers, Pug Nabbed 

In Philly on Looting Rap 
Philadelphia, June 30. 

Two cafe dancers were arrested 

with a professional boxer charged 





| with looting a tourist’s automobile | 


of $700 in traveler‘’s checks, cam- 
eras and clothing, on a mid-town 
Philadelphia parking lot. Mrs. Jane 
Coyle, 21, of Upper Darby, Pa., 
who dances under the name of 
Carro, was picked up by police at 
the conclusion of her show (24) at 
the Holiday Manor. 

Her companion, Mrs. Farrelyn R. 
O'Farrell, 22, who dances under | 
the names of Linda Farrell and 


| Candy Kane, was arrested in her | 


midtown apartment. Mrs. O'Farrell 
and the fighter, Vincent Merollo, 
24, were held without bail for the | 
grand jury on chargcs of burglary, 
larceny, receiving stolen goods and 
forgery. Mrs. Coyle was held in 
$500 on charges of forgery and 
receiving stolen goods. 


| 
Saranac Lake | 
| 





By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., June 30. | 

William C. White, of.the N. Y. | 
Herald Tribune is writing an auto- 
biog of this columnist that will 
include his 25 years as Saranac 
Lake mugg for Variety. The mag- 
azine People Today will publish. 

Ned Shugrue, Variety Club Hos- 
pital executive, back to Gotham 
after a few days, here putting the 
finishing touches to arrargements 
for last week’s inspection tour of 
the board of directors. 

After besting surgery 
progress, Kenneth Derby. Los An- 
geles manager, now making bi- 
weekly trips to Saranac Lake Re- 
habilitation Guild. 

New arrivals here flashing top 
observation clinic reports are 
Verna Summers, Glen Rose, Tex.: 
Elaine Slipper, Omaha; Ruth Cock- 
rill, Charlotte. N. C., and Robert 
Viniello, N. Y 

The Ewald Wilcotts 
ager of Saranac Lake 
irequent visitors to the 


with ace 


(he’s man- 
News Co 
beside of 
Murray Kissen, whose progress is | 
a flash item. 

| 





_Hallie Kenimer, wife of Guy 
Kenimer, divisional manager of 
Florida State Theatres, in for a! 


vacation and to visit Charles Hil- 


lyer, who is now an ambulant 
following surgery. 
Annette and Ruth Dinnerson | 


motored in from Brooklyn for chat | 
with Morris (Randforce) Dinnerson, | 
who's doing okay on the cure. | 
Virginia (Loew) Ferraro, Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y., got top report that 
ups her for meals with alternating 
privileges, denoting a go-home | 
certainty in the near future. 

Write to those who are ill. | 


bre’ night, 
i 


| cate 


| pianist Carl 
| honorary 


Thomas, Ross 
Get Citations 


Columbus, June 2 
Danny Thomas has received re 
,ognition by the Ohio House of p 
resentatives. Latter has i 
House Resolution 161, com: ; 
the comic for his contribution. .. 
the field of arts and entert 4 
Resolution was submitte 
Mike Damas, of Toledo 
|after Thomas appeared a 
honor at the Sesqui-Show ir 





vit 





Honorary Citizen 

Toledo, J 

Lanny Ross, is now an 

citizen of Toledo, where 
for a little over two week 
starring in the Sesqui-Sh 

brating the 150th year of «© 

statehood in Lucas Count 
sesqui, held in the Walbrids: 
Amphitheatre, was held o\ 

closing Frid 


|Last three nights of the tw 
schedule, admissions were 
; to $1.25 for all seats, with no 


reserved. Previously, the s} 
scaled to $3.25. 

The honorary citizensh 
was presented to R 
week (23) only a week after | 
Thomas, native son, was pri 
with life membership in | 
ledo Chamber of Commerce 

Only one other person, « 
Friedberg, hol e 
citizen title with R 
Latter was also presented with s 
boxes of glassware from the 
man cast of the pageant. Ros 
starred as the “Timeless Ballade: 
in the event, 





The Stamp Show, Inc., has been 
chartered to conduct an entertain- 
ment business in New York. [i- 
rectors are Ellis Sard, John G, 
Gude, and James J. Storroy 








JOE £. HOWARD 


Chance of a Lifetime TV 


IRWIN COREY 


Currently Headlining 
San Souci Hotel, Miami Beach 


GEORGE HOPKINS 


Currently 


Olympia Theater, Miami 


ELISA JAYNE 


Currently 


Vagabond Club, Miami 
Booked by 


HERBERT MARKS AGENCY 


New York Miami Beach 
152 W. 54th St. 600 Lincoln Rd 

















BUD and CECE 


ROBINSON 


are currently 


DANCING AT THE 
PARAMOUNT, N. Y. 


Direction—M.C.A. 
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FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


presents 






Currently 
BUEF SUR LE TOIT 


Brussels is 
American Rep.: WM. MORRIS AGENCY 


TAVEL MAROUANI AGENCY PAR!S — 








Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 

158 W. 44 St., Mew York LU 2-448° 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 

* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 


Duplicate Prizes Awardes tn the Case of Tie 
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Army Posts Buying Acts and Bands 
Reviving Big Market for Agencies 


Various Army posts are resum- 
ing talent buying on a large scale. 
Several non- -commissioned officers’ 

tubs have started shopping around | 
a traveling troupes and bands for 


shows and dances. The Sampson 
Air Force Base at Geneva, N, ¥ 
has booked Karen Chandler for a 


k at the NCO Club and Harry 


yeek 
; mes is set to follow Full-week 
stands are unusual, but weekend 
and one-nighters are frequent In 
various parts of the country. Air- 
man 3d class Johnny Cyrns is book- 
g this stand. 
The major talent agencies are 
tching these developments At 
one time, the top offices had _ so- 
ited these stands on military | 
posts since they paid fairly good 
coin, employed top bands and filled 


in with some fairly high-priced tal- 


F 
: Howe the bottom dropped 
out of this field of talent opera- 
tions because of an Army directive 
\ 
{ 


er 


vhich ordered the various officers’ 
ibs to stop slot-machine opera- 
The one-armories paid the 
the dances and_ shows. 
a whole market disap- 


ns 
costs of 
Overnight 
peared. 
The 
Army posts 
An NCO 
Sampson 


new type of talent peddling 
is On a sounder 
club such as the 
has several thou- 


10 
basi 
one 
sand 
and 
}8 


Be 
al 
members, 
runs a bar 
sufficiently 


and the operation 
profitable so that 















































the ciub sells food | 


+ 





they can afford to gamble with top | 
coin talent. 

The one-nighter departments of | 
the various date-diggeries have 
been scanning military operations. 


Several clubs have been buying 
talent, particularly installations 
around Washington, D. C and 
some sdauthern posts. In addition 
revenue trom the camp's post ex 
changes permits the post to treat 
the personnel to an _ occasional 
dance and show 


Mpls. Solons Let Off 
Cafe Op With Letter 
Warning on Stripping 


30 


Minneapolis, June 

Instead of irting machinery in 
motion to revoke. the 
nitery’s license because one 
performers, Darlene, billed 
“esoteric dancer,” had 
|}rested by the police purity 
and found maitty in municips 
of giving an indecent performance, 
the city council health and hospital 
committee voted to let off the spot’s 
owner, Eddie Holman, with what 
/ amounts to a slap on the wrist 

The committee decided to write 
Holman a letter warning him not 
to permit any femme performer to 
|work without wearing 
clothing to satisfy the police 
|} Darlene had called her perform 
ance an “exotic” instead of “eso 
teric’ dance and pleaded innocent 
to the charge that it was indecent 
But after the police testified it was 
a striptease that featured bumps 
and grinds, she was found guilty 
and fined $100. 


ole 
Saddle 
of its 
as an 
been at 
squad 


] eine 
ai court 








enough | 


Miguelito Valdes as Single 


Miguelito Valdes is giving up 


A.C. Puts Best Legit and Cafe Foot 


maestroing in favor of working as a | 


single. Valdes started last week at 
the Bachelor House, N. Y., and has 
been booked for the Spa 
Club, Erie, Pa., starting 
Mercury Artists 
dling the singer. 


Kt. 
han 


Aug. 


| . 
Corp. is 


Acts May Exit Mts. 
In Sympathy Move 


be in a strike 
momentarily, At 
a meeting vesterday (Tues.) of the 
American Guild of Variety Artist 
executive resolution 
ting the Hotel 
Bartenders Interna 
AFI which is seek- 
nition in the Catskil 


Performers may 


in the mount: 


commilt 
Was passed 
Employees 
tional 
ing 
sort 


SUpDpOl 
& 
Union 
recot 

area, 


re 


Exec 
re ady 


confab went 
to walk out of 
teis which refuse 
the hotel 

This situation 
rue to AGVA'’s 
inasmuch as the hotel 
port powerful fac 
disputes in other 

The American Federation of Mu 
siclans will probably offer the ho 
tel union similar support. 


on record as 
mountain ho 
to negotiate with 
employees union. 

ll ultimately 
efit, it’s felt 
union’s sup 
in 


VW 
ace be 


' } ‘ 
Cali De a Ul 


areas 


Omaha Mugg Not Thrown 


For a Loop Revisiting 
Chi; Strips Still Big »: 


By GLENN TRUMP 
Omaha, June 

With an apology 
postman, this mugg from 
decided to spend his vacation spy 


30 





| 


Athletic | 


Forward for That Holiday Kick 


30. 


Atlantic City, June 
7 re- 


rhe weatherman cooperating 


| sort businessmen expect one of the 


{ 


| 


| 


to the walking | 
Omaha | 


biggest July 4 weekends in the his- 
tory of the city, All the top sea- 
sonal spots here are now open 
or will be ready for business before 
holiday. In legit Jonathan 

it's Gateway Musical Play 

t iburban Som Point 

Tues with “Carou 

first of 10) musicals 

pli nned for the season. In town 


Kefauverized Kaintuck: 
Once Hot Northern Area 
Dips to 2 Major Cafes 


Cates northern Kentucky 
Covington area start 
week on a iller 
before for that 
majo! 
opened up, the Lat 
and thie Beverly Hill Co 
Club, bot in Newport Phe he 
tofore large operations In 
neé are shuttered 
sitting out this 
Glenn Rendezvous 
the picture 
Quartel 
White and 


in in 
ie Newport 
tivity last 
than ever 

Only 


t ad ail 
} 

cale 

sion two 


have 


h 
talent 
Covington 
House 
the 
in 


arby 
ut 
and 
no longer 
The Latin 
clude Paul 
Byrd & Larue, while 
Quarter shindig has Darvas 
Julia and Beverlee Dennis 
That area has always depended 
upon casing activity for the 
of it However, the 
verization of the region has 
its toll and the operators 
at various times attempted to 
go of it with ex 


Lookoe 1s 


eason 
layout in 

Hibbert, 
the Latin 


major 
art income 
oo n 
have 
make a 
clusively, 


cates 


& | 


is presenting Sylvia Syd+ 
Luther Adler in “Angel 
at the Quarterdeck Thea- 
Nancy Coleman in “The 
Male Animal” coming in July 6 

In the field, Skinny 
D' Amato's open through- 
out the year, starts featuring top 
talent this weekend with Norman 
Brooks booked for the week of 
July 3, followed by Sophie Tucker 
July 10th 
Club Harlem, top 
ull swing with L 

“Smart Affairs 

Jackie (Moms) 
ning attended 
town's celebrities 
brings back Kiki Hall 
Mat Paddock has 
les I \merican 
gives with I 
of othe 
talent 


coin 


Dwight 
ney and 
Street” 
tre with 


nitery 
500 Club, 


on 
Sepia spot, is in 
ury Steele and 
of ‘54 featur- 
Mableyv, after 
by nv of 
Jockey Club 
and Frenchy 
the Kali Kar- 
revue Dude 
arry Swain, and scores 
spots feature all kinds of 
aimed at attracting summer 


in ope m 


the 


t 
iin 


‘ 
avin 


back to Steel 
holiday the 
he packed 


Ray comes 
ature the 
which 


Johnnie 
Pier to fe 
big vaude house 
for a week last August. Ray plays 
through until July 11. Tony Ben- 
nett and Henny Youngman = are 
billed July 12-18, On the pier's end 
in the Marine Ballroom, Billy May 
plays July 3-9. Ralph Marterie 
comes in on July 10 for a week, 

Hlot weather gave the resort 
best weekend so far this season. 
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—— ing on show biz in Chicago at night- | 
PIERRE D’ ANGI 1 time and inspecting baseball the's ROBT. (). INTO RIVIERA 
E 0 QUITS also a sports writer) at daytime | ; 
HOOFING FOR AGENTING :c'rise’se'wil'nevr® cu? | WF GODFREY'S BACK 
the ride biz will never fade away : 

Pisrve TY Aneeie bas hune in the Windy One. But the Cubs tg rf bs gag Base ac 4 pe JUST CLOSED 
dancing shoes to go into the agency | °"¢ 1¢84—this year, at least. N. J, starting July 28, It will mark Condado Beach Hotel 
business, He joined Mercury Art \fter a 10-year absence from the the radio and te le porformer’s 
ists Corp. this week to work in the Rialto, the writer was happy to cafe bow in the New York area, PUERTO RICO 

ie mmamancedie cai tcp tgs cafe department D’Angelo, who rotates herd an - ~- + ph — same show will also have Harry 
Vi | has played most of the top spot there; the con _ hadn't discovered Belafonte, balladeer; Mare Platt NOW APPEARING 
RRI \] EVENS ENS was last billed as D'Angelo & Ana, |? 0)! me ol ae A ae Ang teamed with Kathryn Lee in the ee 
Currently i paneer SARS ERE GUSTER WHT Hershey with almond among Camce spe , Municipal Opera 
Old New Orleans Vanya. ’ ‘ . their 250 packet of girlie mags - Riviera ent igement ' 
re , D’Angelo’s entry into MAC —— — : contingent upon Arthur Godtrey ST. LOUIS 
Washington, D. Cc. marks another expansion move for fhe only Innovation was the return to work, now slated for 
STAR MANAGEMENT that office. Bob Roberts, formers ee eng oa po gots yy July 27. Lewis has been substitut Until July 5th 
846 7th Ave., New York BAyside 4-0910| With MeConkey Artists Corp = per show. But most of these (“You |i%& for Godfrey on ae findiean 
—— = jg pee io ats White can count the number of hairs on} Fy: Seon pamaminniiane dems an tae Then to July 15th 
jat one time with Music Corp. of eg gg as Oty: niga |eration, Should Godfrey be unable Hot | Ri 
| America, joined Mercury Artists | whats eusteiners seeuiah content. to make that date, Lewis will con- é cé 
9 r ' jdisk di yey lee —— | Balcony wasn’t checked—but that’s ob pow ged a eae beige Motagy HOUSTON 
ta & MAC to go into busines on his own the spot to sell the glasses. | Riviera laoxias Peter I ind eal & 
, oe wy. ith Marty Pohl ' | Down South State, many of the | Mary Healy go in Aug. 25. Date | aE — 
Vee ae with Marty Font. istrip taverns were decorated with | Mary Mealy Bo in ue. get “er MYRON COHEN 
Va ? . huge padlocks, gifted since the none Eddie Fisher is being workec 
¢ 4 ~~ | Lucy Monroe S July 4 Sing police captain’s little red book was | 04 Says— 
. tal 2 e H Q R D 7 4 unveiled. But the convention stand- WILL STOP 
Instrumentalists without Instruments At US. Embassy In Tokyo ee ae pene Pree Le Ruban Bleu Acts Set | ANY sSHOWIL” 
yg By EM, Tokyo, June 30. Clark, Rush, Madison et al, it was F r Monk ’s Bermuda Revue 
en von Lucy Monroe, who has been en-| quite evident a clothes shucker 0 
Dir.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. tertaining in Korea and Japan as isn’t going to starve. _.. | Julius Monk has taken a leave | 
Club Date Bookings by | a USO-Camp Shows volunteer, will; A jaunt to Riverview Park, Chi’s | of absence from Le Ruban Bleu, 
HARRY GREBEN NAT DUNN sing at the U. S. Embassy July 4/ version of Coney, disspelled any !N. y.. to stage an intimate revue | 
203 N. Wabash Ave, | 1650 B'way celebration here and plane back to | doubts the younger folks are com- ,at the Bermudian Theatre, Ber- | 
Chicago, Ul. New York ithe U. S. the following day. pletely strangled by TV. There | muda, starting July 10 
== ae =| Miss Monroe is currently appear- | was a waiting line of al least 15 Show, tabbed “Stock in Trade,” | 
oo. |ing at hospitals in Japan and is| for every one of the 23 major rides | will] contain a number of perform- 
| now in Nagoya. Her schedule had|counted on Saturday, and even! ers who have worked the N. Y. 
BOB | to be realigned because flood in | cheapest concessions were packing | spot, including Alice Pearce, Bibi sunGING STAR 
| south Japan, where she had been | their moneybelts. | Osterwald, Jack Fletcher, Dana & | “ 
(Bobby) | working, made transportation out Boat rides, with docks at base of | Wood, Betty Oakes, Mike Mason, PRESIDENT EiSENNOWER'S 
| of that sector impossible. Miss Wrigley Bldg., have blossomed | | Toby Deane, plus dancers Swen MHAUGURAL BALL! 
| Monroe was flown back from Ko- | into such tourist attractions they're | Swenson, Tom Marlowe and Jean SEE YOUR ASENT er CALL MO 9-5405 
| rea on the Globemaster, which the | taking ads out daily in papers and 
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Caples, i 


| 





next day figured in the wreck in| getting $1.25 per for an hour on 



































July 6 | which 125 troops were killed. Lake Michigan. And _ filling Ps se 
FAIRMONT — ‘their 75-seaters three times a day. Be: 
cLuB ‘iii | So the only lustre-less bit from Booked Solidly Pro Tem 
4 | show biz standpoint was the same 
tt Can. a ) } 
epiien Percenteries i} as it is in Omaha—and many an- 
| Booked thru WILLIAM SHILLING other U. S. city: lack of vaude. 
165 West 46th Street 3 ——— Continued from page 43 Samm The Chicago is the only house 
— New York City | won’t be any this year. This factor | choweasing that old fave, and it’s 
— |has caused a degree of security a far cry from the five-a-day setups. 





something that the than a dance act, 





among the help, You needed more 


LIBUSE | « 





office execs have long sought. crooner, comic and juggler to draw 
WANTED Comparative security is also 0c- ’em even in Omaha 20 years ago. 7 
, casioned by the fact that the tele- Sut that's Chicago —and State with MARGOT BRANDER f 
vision department activities are be- | Street, “where they still do things 
Personal Management ing stepped up during the summer. had don’t do on Broadway.” * 
>ling now persists that the talent St Ate 
For outstandin — arre 
g concert, TV, agency tele business is now on a| | 
and stage personalit wane 52-week instead of a 39-week basis| Magico Duke’s Concert | BARNES & CARRUTHERS 
: P yg | because of the unusual summer ac-| Paul Duke, magician, now at Mt. PRODUCTIONS 
‘ng more than $80,000 } tivity. 'Royal, Montreal, for fortnight aan Sse thew 
yearly, | Of course, the offices still have | which started Monday (29), has Canadian Tour 


to overcome the fact that the over- | been set for a full- evening concert | 

all income drops during the sum- recital at the U. of Delaware, at 

mer months, but the need to pitch | Newark, Del., July 13. 

for the fall and winter business is Eastman Boomer, veepee of Co- 

so great at this time that a top lumbia Lecture Bureau, made the | 


level of activity is necessary. j deal. 


June 29 to Sept. 3 
* 
Pers. Mgt.: AL GROSSMAN 
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Paramount, mS 
Don Cornell, Fran ontaine 
De Marco Sisters (5), Budd &| 
Cece Robinson, Bobby Byrne Orch | 
(13); “Beast from 20,000 Fath- 
oms” (WB), reviewed in VARIETY 
June 17, °53. 





With school letting out this week, 
Paramount has a click stage and | 
screen combo that should bring the 
juves flocking. Opening day busi- | 
ness (24) was SRO throughout the 
afternoon, and bill has enough 
teenage appeal to keep trade bus- 
tling 


Headliner Don Cornell has the 
bobby-soxers well in hand. He's 
developed an individual style 


which for all its qualities of exag- 


veration and over-dramatization 
sells strongly. Opens normally 
enough with a brisk “Walkin’ My 
Baby Back Home,” then segues 


into his hit record, “I Walk Alone.’ 
Essays a couple more of his hits, 


“I” and “I'm Yours,” and does a} 
new number with accompanist} 
Jerry Clark, “She Loves Me.” | 


Between-numbers chatter could be 
cut a little. 

Frank Fontaine, whose populari- 
ty hereabouts has picked up con- 
siderably via his TV exposures, 
uses the very same act he’s had | 
on the vaude belt for years, the | 
brace of impressions (Arthur God- | 
frey, Cary Grant, number of sing- 
ers. stave and screen personalities, | 
the Winston Churchill bit and the | 
inevitable Franklin D. Roosevelt | 
speech) and his John Savoney 
characterization. Turn is a top- 
flight one, via both the = sharp 
carbons and the zany characteriza- 
tion, but it’s beginning to get a 
little too familiar. Fontaine gets 
by nicely this time, but next time | 
around the N. Y. vaudfilmers, he’s 
going to have to dig up some new 
material 

De Marco Sisters, always a 
stagewise combo, are socko on this | 
bill with some excellent staging 
and their zestful delivery. Open 
with a ringing “If I Were a Bell,” 


then pick up with a ballad, ‘“Ro- 
mance Me,” followed by a Calypso | 
number Quintet then foregoes | 
orchestral accompaniment with “I 
Believe,” socking it across with 
harmonic impact Arline, the 


leader and centre gal, is the spark- 
plug of the group, and does a fine 
solo vocal and comic job on “Little 
Rock,” their closer. Gals should be 
a little more careful in selecting 
numbers, though, since ‘Little 
Rock” and the Calypso song are 
a little blueish for a teenage’ aud. 

Openers are Bud & Cece Robin- 
son, whose terp turn is tailormade 
for this bill, They're a spirited and 
imaginative pair, and their un- 
complicated routines bring good 
results. They do a Charleston, then 
a softshoe and close strongly in a 
jitterbug turn, with Bud sandwich- 


ing in a good impresh of Ray 
Bolger. Their precisioning in the 
softshoe is excellent. 

Bobby Byrne, who hasn't been 


seen in N. Y, very frequently of 
late, heads a sharp orch. While 
they don’t have much to do in the 
way of solo efforts, their opening 
medley of “Strike Up the Band” 
and “American Patrol” is spirited 
and their showbacking is — 
Chan. 


| torrid 


| Seats 


stature with two unbilled male 
terpers accompanying her nicely, 


‘enhancing her lyrics but never 


distracting attention from her. She 
sings with verve, segueing through 
three numbers and building up to 
“Blue in the night,” 
at which point she sheds her gown 
and comes out leggy and appeal- 
ingly in a snug-fitting outfit. Act 
has polish and sophistication and 


| reaps good applause throughout. 


Phil Foster is indeed the comic 
relief. He is about as funny as he's 
ever been, has good material and 
a hilarious Brooklynese delivery. 
Routine involving engagements, 
wedding showers, marriages and 
naming children finds teen crowd 
receptive to the point of gagging, 
and his nostalgia for the old days 


wins over the older set to some 
hearty cackles. Closing impresh of 
a true-blue Dodger fan doesn't 


tickle like the preceding material 
and could stand some strengthen- 


|ing for a first-rate act. 


Murphy’s Bed of Roses; 


for the first time in several sea- 


|‘‘Aquashow” to 


A 3-in-1 Water Combine 
For 9th Flushing Edition 


Elliott Murphy, inaugurating the 
ninth year of this summertime, 
weather-permitting goldmine, has 





sons changed the format of his} 


include the un-| 


|usual aspect of an outdoor, hot} 


| weather 


Balancing act by the Juveleys, | 


opening the show, is a survey of 
various ways in which to stand 
head’ on head. A skillful stint, the 
act consists largely of the distaff 
member doing headstands' on 


show. As in former | 
this production is. still 
marine and landlubber 
acts. but this year he has added! 
an ice show and has _ installed | 
Dancing Waters, the unusual foun- | 
tain display 

The result is one of the best} 
shows in years to be held at the, 
Flushing Meadows Amphitheatre, | 
Flushing, L. L, which started its 
career as the site of Billy Rose’s 
“Aquacade” during the 1939-40 
World's Fair. 5 

Murphy has taken this step in 
time inasmuch as he has success- 


ice 
years, 
blend of 


\fully found a method of beating} 


male’s dome, once scalp to scalp, | 


then with a large ball in between, 
and finally with three balls be- 
tween. Pair moves quickly from 
feat to feat and is awarded each 
time with a good mitt. 

Louis Basil is cordial emcee and 
house orch is fine on showbacking 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


' 


Les. 

Palladium, London 

London, June 22, 
Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis 
(with Dick Stabile, Lew Brown & 
Ray Toland), Mayo Bros (2), 
Page & Bray, Joe Church, Italo, 
Les Curibas (4), Elizabeth &| 


Collins, Eddie Arnold, Tiller Girls | 


(16), 
Orch. 


Woolf Phillips Skyrockets 


{ 
| 
' 
} 


Dean Martin & Jerry Lewis, who | 


head the bill for the next fortnight 
with house already sold out and 
hawked outside the theatre 
by scalpers at double the 
give a full hour of sock material, 
with Lewis speeching it for begoff 

Prelude to team’s 


with sax renditions to reception 
He then brings on Mayo Bros. in 
fast-stepping routine including 
challenge’ dancing and splits, all 


mitting. Stabile continues to emcee 
and lead the orch, announcing 
Lewis to salvo of plaudits. Comic 
goes into routine of 
patter and intros Martin, who gives 
out with “Walking My Baby Back 
Home” and “‘When You're Smiling” 
in fine voice. 


on team, supported by Stabile, Lew 
Brown and Ray Toland, puts over 
farrago of nonsense with most 
palatable dish served up to the 
Palladium customers in years. 
Audience ate it up and begged for 
more. 

Bill, which has several newcom- 
ers, is opened by the Palladium’s 


old maestro’s touch. Elizabeth & 
Collins follow with knife-throwing 
novelty using nifty looking gal as 








Chicago, Chi 

Chicago, June 26 
Damone (with Bert 
Judy Johnson & Co. 
Phil Foster, Juveleys (2), 
Basil Orch; “Great Sioux 
ing” (U), 


Vie 
rach), (3), 
Louis 
Upris- 


Solid production by Nate Platt 
brings Vic Damone to this town, 
for the first time since his military 
stint, concurrently with closing of 
schools 


suring two weeks of rafter biz for 
this vaudery. Topping a neat bill 
that is sound from top to bottom, 
he has to share opening day laurels 
with Jet! Chandler, making one- 
day p.a. 
feature film. 

Damone is friendly, personality- 
laden, and in every respect at ease. 
He carries on casual repartee with 
the front-seaters, jokes eloquently, 
and shakes off a wayward mike 
sans any 
breezing through “Gypsy in 
Soul.” All songs get a hetty volley, 
but Damone’s subtle nuances in the 


Slow pash numbers are what pro- 
voke the mid-song gasps and 
swoons 

“Lady is a Tramp” gets sock 


upbeat treatment, and “Sorrento.” 
Sung in Italian, draws enthusiastic 
response, Ot course, Damone 
cashes in on “April in Portugal” 
for an encore, but by the time the 
curtain draws he has sung one 
more song, in duet with Jeff 
Chandlet 


song with Judy Johnson working 
the mike earlier, but both chanters 
have class, and there is good 
enough diversion in 
Telax the weight somewhat. 


Miss Johnson's act is something | 
more than song, having production , lowing. 


Bach: | 


Damone summons a vast | 
teen following to the matinees, as-! 


for world preem of the) 


Visible embarrassment in | 
My | 


to an explosion of huzzas. | 
Lineup may be slightly heavy in | 


between to, 


target. Offering is climaxed by 
/}male partner balancing on wire 
While throwing knives at femme 


attached to revolving wheel. 

Eddie Arnold in next spot, look- 
ing like a former pugilist, is an 
|} early click with series of satirical 
impressions. His victims include 
Vie Oliver, Ted Ray and_ Bills 
Daniels, with a showstopper take- 
olf of Johnnie Ray. He's excellent 
TV and cabaret material for Amer- 
ica but will have to broaden his 
subjects 


Les Curibas, two-man and two- 


ling with novelty of one of femme 
| partners coming from = audience 
} after the other walks off in huff 
claiming she is tired. 

Joe Church, goodlooking young- 
ster, has possibilities. Art of 
plaining his wit, coupled with some 
comedy gadgets, is somewhat 
miniscent of Michael Bentine. 
Seemed nervous on opening 
should overcome it in time. 


| novelty even when he tosses the 
balls to audience who throw them 
at him to catch on stick held in 
his mouth. 

Page & Bray, surprise click in 
| the shuttered Tom Arnold & Emile 
Littler Casino revue, “Three 
Cheers,” offer their same dance 
routine, comprising acrobatic waltz 


| 


price, | 


appearance | 
brings on Dick Stabile, who opens | 


uniformity of his previous} 
shows. There isn’t too much} 
aquatic talent available during 
the summer season, and the im-| 
presario was forced to use the) 
same divers, water clowns and the | 
H:O specialties year in and out. | 
The same faces are still there, but 


the 


| 
| 
| 
f 
' 


Aquashow 
Elliott Murphy's “Aqua- 
show,” with Dancing Waters, 
John McKnight, Impression- 
aires (2), Crosby Sisters (2); 
Water Show with June Eartng, 
Bobby Knapp, Betty Harrison, 


Jimmy Vincent, Marshall 
Wayne, Hazel Parr, Harold 
Coates, Walter Cleaver, Len 
Carney, Aquazanies (5), Aqua- 


dorables (20); Ice Show with 
Evelyn Chandler, Jo Barnum, 


Jerry Mapes, Jack Raffloer, 
Fred Hirschfield, Aquablades 
(8); direction, Harry Hirsch; 


ice choreography, Burt Milton; 
water choreography, Bobby 
Knapp; costumes, Mnis. 
Berthe; musical direction, Max 
Meth. At Flushing Meadows 
Amphitheatre, Flushing, L. I.; 
$2.40 top. 





the pattern is changed sufficiently 


|so that the feeling of sameness has 


done in perfect precision to heavy | 


high-speed | 


| ceedingly 


Lewis reappears and from then! 


Tiller Girls who still convey the | 


femme act, ts standard adagio offer- | 


been lessened. It’s recalled that 
Murphy in one year changed his 
format to a legit type marine show. 
He had to revert to the vaude for- 
mat during the same season. 

The new elements in the show, 


been de-emphasized in this year’s 
edition. There are only two this 
season as against the full comple- 
ment last year. Even under this 
comparatively easy booking setup, 
the turns were inexpertly selected. 
The Crosby Sisters (2) and the Im- 
pressionaires (2) are Both vocal acts 
and both do impressions with the 
latter specializing in carbons. 
There is a pronounced abundance 
of Johnnie Ray takeoffs, which 
constitute a conflict, to say the 
least. Even the spacing of these 


two turns in different sections of| public taste in variety shows 
a| the show doesn’t take the curse off 


so blatant a clash. 
The Crosby girls, 
session of clowning. 


Impressionaires fare much better 
and get across handsomely. 
Jose. 





Seville, Montreal 
Montreal, June 26. 
Sugar Ray Robinson ; 
Scotty), Red Norvo Trio, Georgia 





! 


ld 


(with | 


Carr, 3 Olympics, Nikoli Knight, | 
Charles Tyrell, Len Howard House | 
Orch (6); “Highwayman” (Mono).!| reached a good segment of the 
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Paramount, L. A. 
4 Los Angeles, June 25, 
Ken Murray’s “Western Blacl» 
outs,” featuring Laurle Anderg 
Ballantyne, The Musical Minors 
(6), the Glamorjevelies (6), Spade 
Cooley & Gavg (17), featuring 
Anita Aros, Jimmy Wakely, Bevern 
ly Hudson; “The Marshal's Daugh:- 
ter” (Indie), 





Television has obviously changeg 


4 
layout like this one stacks up as 


incidentally, | okay fare under current conditions, 
impress in this spot as a tasteless| though it 


wouldn’t have lasted 


They work! jon during vaude’s heyday. The 
| very hard for so little results. The fens Asi tice 


are some standard vaude bits. like 
Ballantyne’s crazy magician turn 
and headliner Ken Murray’s own 
comedics, but overall it’s merely 
an in-person carbon of what set- 
siders can get with the flick of the 
ial. 

Since the tube has created some 
faithful fans for Spade Cooley and 
since Murray’s TV plus his former 
long local run in “Blackouts” 
local this show 


audience, comes 


Exhibiting the same savvy and/ equipped with built-in trade. 


personality onstage that brought 


Murray is on almost constantly 


the champ top laurels during his} for the last half, clowning with 
ring career, Sugar Ray Robinson} his Glamorlovelies and with Laurie 


clicks solidly on his first Montreal 
yaude appearance 


| 


Anders, who 
couple of 


whips 
tunes, 


through a 


practices some 


The entire showcase designed | judo and cavorts in a tight outfit. 
for Robinson evidences more than| For straight singing, there's Bev- 
the average casual presentation of| erly Hudson, but she’s not at home 


a sport’s celeb-turned-entertainer. 
A collection of brief film episodes 
showing Robinson defending his 
crown, capped by the Randy Tur- 
pin affair, serves as a neat intro, 
and as the film shows end of fight, 
Robinson steps through the cur- 
tain to take over aS emcee and 
headliner. 

Guy works his way through quite 


a wardrobe during the 60-minute | 


session with each change drawing 
audible notice. Robinson may not 
be the smoothest tapster and sing- 
er in the business, but he tries 
hard and when he teams up with 


his partner and comedian, Scotty, | 


plaudits are solid at all times. 
Backing the ex-fighter is a col- 


| lection of okay acts topped by Red 


| vibes continues to be 


Norvo at the 
one of the 


Norvo's new trio. 


| alltime guys in the jazz world. His 
| quiet, almost delicate, handling of 


such items as “September Song” 
and “Lover” are classics with the 
emphasis on musicianship rather 
than the usual flash and noise. 


| Norvo gets able backing from Red 
| Mitchell on bass and Jimmy Rain- 


primarily Dancing Waters and the | 


miniature ice revue, work out ex- 
well The founts show 
up as an excellent blend of lights, 
music and water. The effects are 
sometimes striking, always inter- 
esting and at various times sooth- 
ing. It shapes up as a great mood- 
setter and the populace is appre- 
ciative of the results. This im- 
ported novelty, of which there are 
now four units in the U. S., looms 
as an important outdoor feature 
at fairs. The Aquashowing of DW 
is the first outdoor demonstration 
of this fountain in these parts. 

The icer is an exceedingly well- 
staged affair with standard names. 
Evelyn Chandler and Jo Barnum 
are the top femme skaters in this 
contingent. Miss Chandler is a 
true professional who knows her 
way about the frapped surface. She 
has 1 commanding presence and an 
assortment of tricks that keeps up 
a steady stream of applause. 

Miss Barnum is a petite ice bal- 
lerina who dispenses a pretty line 
of dances and tricks. She does a 
graceful and charming solo 
some sock spins that get the meas- 
ure of the crowd. In the male con- 
tingent, Jerry Mapes & Jack Raf- 
floer do a spot of fine 
dancing and Fred Hirschfeld part- 


ey on guitar. 


Georgia Carr carries a song 
lightly and smoothly doing a set 


that picks up a nice reception, and 
Charles Tyrell, a local fave, does 


;some fine baritoning. The three 
Olympics open show with their 





tures 


hep roller offerings. Nikoli Knight, 
whose attractive gams and cos- 


pets, is above par with her varied 
manipulations. House orch under 
Len Howard supports all perform- 
ers adequately. Newt. 
Capitol, Wash. 
Washingion, June 28. 


Pat Henning, Naomi Stevens, 


Ted & Rita Duano, Young China, | 


Sam Jack Kaufman 
“Arena” (M-G). 


House Orch; 


Best mitt winner on this pleas- 
ant bill is the overture, which fea- 
three — soloists, 


| popular local baritone Roy Roberts. 
Customers give four-act lineup ap- | 


with | 
|**Man on a Tightrope”, is an 


precision | 


'ners with Miss Barnum in one se-| 


eX- | 


re- | 


but | 


quence to offer fine support. The 
skaters during the second act were 
slowed up by a water accumula- 
tion in the rink. The routine de- 
signs overcame the limited skating 
space. 

The aquatic session still has the 
diving contingent with the 


faney , 


| plungers comprising Betty Harri-! 


Italo, Continental juggler, with | 
balls. sticks and hoops, brings little | 


and slow tango changing to quick- | 
step, then waltz varied by series | 
of lifts, climaxing with fast two-| 


step and series of spins by femme 
member. Act obviously misses the 
salesmanship of Vie Oliver, star of 
“Cheers,” which they got at the 
Casino. 


ler gals in stunning attire with the 
Martin & Lewis comedy panic fol- 
Rege. 


Second half gives glimpse of Til- | 


i 


son, Jimmy Vincent, Hazel 
Harold Coates, Walter 
Marshall Wayne, and Len Carney. 
Their executions are tops. 
\quazanies (Jimmy lianuzzi, Tony 
Prevete, Lou & Joe Varrone and 
Frank Campisi) offer a prize as- 
sortment of clowning and, as al- 
ways, are an important integer in 
the “Aquashow”’ scheme. 

The water specialties are by 
June Earing and Bobby Knapp 
Miss Earing does a graceful bit of 
marine ballet, getting virtually the 
maximum out of 
ber of movements that can be ex- 
ecuied during immersion. Knapp 
gives a demonstration of various 


Parr, 


Cleaver | 


The | 


the limited num-| 





| 


| 


in the vast theatre. 
Show's highspots 

Wakely’s cowpoke 

the Musical 


are Jimmy 
crooving and 
Minors, six youngsters 
(none over 16) who have a 
Dixieland beat. Spade Cooley's 
band is in for a couple of tunes, 
one featuring violinist Anita Aros, 


fine 


|and the mad magicking of Ballan- 





|tyne rounds out the bill. It’s all 
done with little cohesion or pro- 
duction and opening show was 
particularly ragged. 

Layout is a tieup with the 
screen fare, Murray’s own “The 
Marshal’s Daughter” which costars 
| Miss Anders. Kap. 


Palace. N. Y. 
George & Ann Oliver, Beau 
Jenkins, Hank Siemon, Dorothy 
Squires, Florida Trio, The New 


| Yorkers (5), Lee Davis, 3 Parks, Jo 





including | 


| 
} 


proval, but never all out enthu- 
siasm., 

Headliner Pat Henning. en- 
hanced by his recent click in| 


ap-! 


pealing, human comic whose gentle | 


drollery garners running accom- 
peniment of chuckles. New ma- 
terial, stems from the Christine in- 
cident and his film role, but meat 


of routine is still his back-of-the- | 


hand whispering about the man- 
acement, and his confidential pat- 
ter, with which he skillfully makes 
customers part of a merry con- 
spiracy. Galleries give him nice 
sendoff. 

Chantoosie Naomi Stevens makes 
an uncertain entrance and fails to 
register until her return number, 
the bouncy “Monotonous” from 
“New Faces.” In latter she shows 
special characterization and style 
which she could build into her own 
brand of singing. Until then, she’s 
just another singer with a low- 
pitched set of pipes and a mod- 
erately sultry style. Also on the 
credit side is her ‘“‘song and dance 
man” version of “God Bless My 
Red Head,” complete with can and 
straw lid, plus some terping for in- 
terest. Stubholders react mildly. 

Ned & Rita Duano are adagio 


| 
| 
| 


| 








Lombardi House 
Hand” (U-1), 
April 1, °53. 


Orch: “Lone 
reviewed in VARIETY 


There’s a good balance to the 
new Palace card that makes for a 
pleasant and playable affair. The 
lineup builds its way up to a point 
where a good overall impression 
is made. 

There are several pleasing nov- 
elty notes to the proceedings. One 
of the better acro turns, the Three 
Parks, work the closing slot tu 
give the bill a strong exit. The two 
boys and a girl have some exce!- 
lent formations, good terp inter- 
polations and a fine assortment of 
tricks which culminates in a three- 
high. 

Another novelty is by the Florida 
Trio, in a golliwog session. The 
gent in the rag-doll getup is pulled 
in every direction by his nian and 
woman partner and the results 
lead up to a big burst of applause. 

Still another novelty is by Hank 
Siemon, a ventriloquial turn. Sie- 
mon’s try at his dummy isn't too 
impressive, but he gets on the 
solid side of the crowd by his han- 
dling of two audience volunteers 
to whom he gives voices while they 
mouth words. 

The opening act. George & Ann 
Oliver, do an assortment of good 
skate tricks. Their highlight is an 
inverted spin during which ‘the 
femme sips a liquid through a 
straw. The act is well worked out 
and their tricks bring midterm ap- 
plause. 

A major songspot is by the New 
Yorkers, consisting of four boys 
and a girl. This Ben Yost group 
pounds them out in the big man- 
ner, with every tune a production. 
They go through an operatic med- 
ley, a Victor Herbert procession 
and “I Believe” and the crowd 
gives them several bows. There 
are good individual voices and 
commercially tailored arrange- 
ments. 

The comedy slot is by Lee Davis, 
who has a broad concept which 
goes well in this house. In this 
theatre, he takes no chances. The 
gags have a mass basis and a fam- 
iliar ring that hits it nicely with 
the crowd. 

Beau Jenkins is an affable Negro 
hoofer who opens with a Bill Rob- 
inson impression and continues 
with a strong assortment of dances 


|terpers with class and style. They | that earn him several solid bows. 
sock across their three numbers} He’s a type of act that can work 


strokes with a few comedy touches | 


thrown in. The Aquadorables (20) 
again offer the intricate mass for- 
mations in the pool 

The vaude specialty acts have 


by dint of sheer grace and hep | virtually 


technique, 
Young China is an acrobalan¢ting 


any medium. Dorothy 
Squires is under New Acts. 
Show backing by the Jo Lom- 


team of more than average interest | bardi house orch is, as always. @X- 
and technique. 


Flor. 


|) tremely expert. 


Jose. 
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Copacabana, N. Y. 
Jimmy Nelson, Joyce Bryant, | 
Dominique, Mace Barrett & Lee) 
Keane, Danii & Genit Prior, Copa | 
Girls (8), Mike Durso and Frank | 
\larti Bands; staged by Douglas | 
Coudy; songs, Harold Karr & Matt | 
Dubey; costumes, Joan Personette 
VWme. Berthe execution’; orches- 





yrations, Eliot G. Eberhard: $5 
intnium. | 
Following the star-impregnated 
regular season, Jules Podell | 
ushered in his hot-weather special 
inct week with a trio of acts In 
timmv Nelson, Joyce Bryant and 
Dominique. It was a lot of show 


perhaps too much so, what with an 
opening layout of about 105 min- 
which seemed to hint that all 
ds were shooting just about 
evervthing in their larder. Nelson 
through about 25 minutes with 
f dummy Danny O'Day, worked 
her five with scholarly Hum- 
phrey Higsbee and made it 40 in 
with Farfel, the mournful mutt 


is a slick ventrilo and his 
timing and bits of busi- 
good calibre most of 
but it’s questionable 
act of this type can 
such overtime. That 


es 


ae 


t 


Nelson 
aterial, 
are of 
the way, 
hether any 
luxuriate in 


ecs 


he was able to hold attention for 
ost of the deal, granting a 
] aggy moments, Is a 


coupie of 
credit to his skill. With the “Best 
Things in Life Are Free” as a 
running stretchout via O’Day, plus 


that nifty cigaret switch routine, 
it's a full-blown act. The segueing | 
Higsbee and Farfel stanzas are| 
solid fillips and well needed, so 
that necessarily the cutting must | 
come in the forepart, where it 
would hurt the least. Nelson, late 
of Milton Berle’s “Texaco Star 
Theatre,” should know that excess 


verbiage can be fatal in the best | 
of showcasers. 

For the sheer virtuosity of her 
performance, the medals go to} 
Jovee Bryant, an arresting, free- 
wheeling Negro singer. And Dom- 
inique, the energetic and sometimes 


incredible Gallic pickpocket and | 
card sharpie, wakes up the joint 
for sure as the prime act after 
the Copa cuties get the show 
underway with a parasol produc- 
tion sequence that fronts the ex- 


tremely pleasant dueting of Mace 
Barrett and Lee Kane 
Dominique’s dynamic thefting of | 
customers’ personal effects is a 
guaranteed rouser and, in his spot- 
ting. a wallop that becomes a re- 
quisite to stop the play of knives 


and forks and sipping. In other 
situations, he could just as easily} 
take over the later stages of a 
show. His “hot seat” affair with | 
customers (undoubtedly a couple | 
of stooges, too) carries powerful 
impact, 

Miss Bryant is a shrewd opera- 
for in her songalog pitch. She 
opens bouncily with “Everything 


I've Got Belongs to You,” and then 
goes into sudden reverse with the! 
warhorse “Stormy Weather’ that’s | 
about as overdone in its dramatic | 
styling as it is possible to be. Ap-| 
parently this is a number that she | 
yens and wants to get off, so it| 

| 

| 


comes early and that's that. 

From that point, Miss Bryant 
belts with an admixture of every- 
thing in the book. displaying 
change of register as befits the | 
piece and her particular attack, a | 
sound and trained soprano and 
coloratura where needs be, and | 
a'ticulation mated to mobility that 
should be the envy of many a top 
chantoosie who eclipses her on the 
Salary market. 


Her “Tzena” is a big rhythm| 
. ry and that lowdown voice of | 
ers 


is a gem of a pace-changer. 
can be sexy, too, as in her 
Lorelei ditty, and as amourish as 
ly Come in a straight and solid 

You Made Me Love You.” Rest 
of her spinout is a slick succession 
‘'a such items as “I Don't Care,” 

After You've Gone” and, for an 
€xit following two bring-backs, a 
pighly Stylized “Love for Sale” that 
ae the preem crowd gaping. This | 
ah a handsome, striking chirper | 
ba knows what she’s about, and 
He , one accomp by George | 
ry ‘odes is the expert complemen- | 
ary effort. 

Danii & Genii Prior shoot over 
ei) flexible terps in the two other 
Production numbers wherein the | 
fight Podellies are gaily wardrobed 

h little need for official choreo- 
a hie workouts on the small 

oor. Barrett & Kane again handle | 
“ey cheerful Harold Karr and Matt | 

ubey songs and Mike Durso’s 
‘ ch Bives that ultra-capable back- 
ng, With the maestro doing a bit | 
Ne) tpt-ordained kibitzing in the| 
son stint. Frank Marti batons 
Latino dansapation. Trau. 


She 


th 


the 


Rice Hotel. Houston 


Houston, June 25. 


- Gdleena Netchi, Torris Brand 


t. 


The . 
rhe well-rounded notes of Ga- 
4 ene 


Netchi, Continental singer, | 


| casional 
| spotlight, as in 


| of his 


| time 


click in her first Houston appear- | 


ance. Her voice and appearance 
are espec.ally adapted to supper 
clubs, and a rather wistful speak- 
ing voice prompted by her limited 
English makes her appealing. 

n her Empire Room debut Miss 
Netchi does pleasing versions from 
“Madame Butterfly.” as well as a 
creditable job on “April in Portu- 
gal,” “One Fine Day” and special 
arrangements of “Light of the Sil- 


|} very Moon" and “Golden Earings.” 


The Torris Brand orch plays a 
favorable show though leaning too 
much at times to a heavy brass 
section. The vocalizing of his two 
featured singers, Alice Lane and 
Johnny Pursley is pleasant 
enough, with emphasis on the for 
mer 

Cal-Vada. Lake Tahoe 


Lake Tahoe Ney June 22 

Val K Cole J o¢ (* ri 
Y ) é OorTrdu /€a? D 
Dancers 6 Dick Peirce ( 
(10 no COveTrT OT Tiitit ul 

This show launches the summet 
session at the north end of Lake 
Tahoe in SRO style. Although al 
most merging his three stints a 
night, Nat King) Cole cannot 


seem to 
to satisty 


give enough of himself 
the three packed room: 


Cole bows off after his first four 
numbers but the clamor keeps hin 
aboard for some 17 songs 

After a 10-week lavoft Cole 
seems never to have been smooth 
er, more personable, and enter- 
taining. Guitar, bongos and bass 
lend the old trio style to such 
things as “Route 66,” “Sweet Lo: 
raine’” and “It's Only a Paper 
| Moon.” And with musical back 
}drep, current ballads “Pretend 
j}and “I Am In Love” sound rich 
|and orchestrated. Brief action at 


the piano is always good, and oc- 
bids for instrumental 
“Route 66.” catch 
as much attention as his voice 
The Cole personality is reflected 
most toward last of program as he 
strolls ringside for “Too Marvel- 
ous” with handmike, and gets aud 
participation on ‘Paper Moon.” He 
shows no depreciation in control 


and warmth after his lavoff. (He 
“broke in” voice for a week at Tif 
fany’s in L.A. before taking on this 


first engagement). 
Novelty in strawhat is a Calypso 


with only Congo accompaniment 
It’s off his beat but handled with 
humor and for good mitts. ‘‘Mak- 
ing Whoepee” is final encore num 
ber, ¢limaxing a big, versatile 


songaiog 


Joe Cappo has moved directly 
|into this Tahoe spot trom Reno 
|engagement and is getting better 
land better by getting closer and 
| closer to his Chaplin “Gold Rush” 
impresh, without too much  scat- 
tered clowning preceding. “Strip 


has evidently been left out 
act in class spots, which 
shows either pressure or common 
sense. 

Yvonne Moray, undersized come- 
dienne, has no trouble in open- 
ing slot with her parodies and 
“baby-risque’ material. Sounding 
somewhat like speeded up record- 
ing of Georgia Gibbs, Miss Moray 
throws a good deal more into her 
stanza than her four-foot frame. 
Her innuendoings are cute and 
yockworthy. 

Jean Devlin prancers cover the 
stage with plenty of movement and 
the costuming has good eve-appeal 

Joby Lewis has remodeled this 
vacation resort attractively, in- 
creasing the seating to about 260. 
The Tommy Doyle Trio in the 
casino keeps the background pleas- 
ant. Spot, by opening week before 
next-door neighbor, Cal-Neva, is 
picking up plenty of extra biz, but 


Tease” 


will have no trouble holding its 
own through summer with _terrif 
lineup. Mare. 


Mocambo, Hollywood 
Hollywood. June 24. 
Mary Kave Trio, Eddie Oliver 


|Orch (4), Joe Castro Quartet; $2 


cover. 





The rise of the Mary Kaye Trio 
along the bistro belt is best ex- 
emplified by the billing switch at 
this spot. A year ago the act came 
in as part of the “12th Anniversary 
Show” and got little billing. This 
around, the anni isn't men- 
tioned and the act gets solid atten- 
tion to underline the billing of 
“The Sensational Mary Kaye Trio.” 

Slick rhythm and deft comedics 
backbone the turn with Miss 
Kaye's guitaring and Frankie 
Ross’ accordion providing the in- 
strumentality. Miss Kaye and 
brother Norman team on_ the 
straight vocalizing with Ross han- 


dling the humor. including occa- 
sional unbilled takeoffs on such 
singing names as Billy Daniels 
and Sophie Tucker. It’s all good. 
Outfit still opens with its zingy 
\“Lonesome Road” arrangement 
and has retained the “Black Ma- 
gic’ and “I Get a Kick Out of 
You” in its repertoire. Kap. 


| Terry True Dancers 


Sahati‘’s Stateline ¢.¢. 
Lake Tahoe, Nev., June 22 
Joni James, Marty Allen & 
Mitch DeWood, Dewey Sisters, 
(7), Sterling 
Young Orch no cover or 


minimum, 


(10); 


Sahati's Stateline Country Club 


has the headstart at this end of 
Lake Tahoe, relying on the po 
tency of top record seller, Joni 
James, for first flush of vacation 
ers. Sounding precisely the same 
as the voice which has seld sev- 
eral disclicks, Miss James deviates 
only slightly from her w.k. broken 
hearted pitch with “Be Happy 
Birth of the Blues” and a clost 
nediey which conveys a thank 
vou 
rhe thrush is ticking to a 
ias heretofore been termed CON 


ness hardly audible at time 
she intimately discourses on. lh 
pleased Sie 1S With everyvbod\ 
rhe idea of this sott-spoken, ten 
der quality is fine—if one can lend 
vmpathetic ear. She was some 
hat handicapped by the sound 
stem at show caught but should 
come up to the situation. Evident 
ly the chatter is pleasant since 
there were small corners of laugh 
ter and response in her immediate 
vicinity. The rest of the room was 
pretty well in the dark 
There is not much to complain 
about, howeve Miss James relic 
on nine or 10 songs, partaking of 
ome histrionics and al Host be tth} 
overcome as she winds up “Have 


You Heard?” Strangely enough, al 
though Johnny Rayish in charac 
ter, the action fits what she has 
been visualized as doing on most 
her platters. First try at the dra 
matics catches aud unaware, but 
they come to expect it) shortly 
Wishing Ring” is most entertain 
ing of numbers as she moves slow- 
lv from table to table. Attempt to 
bow off after first three songs is 
fat too premature Gesture | 
empty 

Marty Allen & Mitch DeWood 
play a dumb-slick routine which 
would fare better with either more 


material or improvement of cur- 
rent stuff. King Farouk bit comes 
alarmingly close to slapsticking re 


ligion. Based entirely on Farouk’: 
ven for women, running commen 
tary is punctuated by Allen's ques 


tions—‘Where are the’ broads” 
“Dragnet” sequence comes off best 
with Allen running between parts 
of detective, secretary, suspect and 
dog, ete., while DeWood tells the 
story 

The Dewey 
strenuous 
flips and 
precarious at 
at the Lake's 


Sisters put on a 
demonstration of unison 
handsprings which wa 
Reno's altitude, but 
6.500 feet, is down- 
right phenom. Brunet and blonde 
work their acro into dancing very 
neatly without any sudden halts to 
pave the way 


Terry True has worked out cute 
“Hot Toddv" opener for seven 
femmes plus a Cuban motif with 
strawhats and fans to close the 
show. Sterling Young's orch 
sounds much revived after its six 
weeks’ keeping room active with 
long dance sets. Marc. 


Sands. Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, June 24. 

Lena Horne, Lou Wills, Jr., Lia 
or Gali Gali, Charles Nelson, Pam 
Garner, Copa Girls (8), Escorts 
(4), Ray Sinatra Orch (12), Lennie 
Hayton, Chico Hamilton, Irving Jo- 
seph, Wyatt Ruther; no cover or 
minimum, 


Second headliner to be booked 
by Jack Entratter in the Copa 
Room was Lena Horne. Following 
the opening last December with 
Danny Thomas as marquee topper 
the sizzling thrush became the mag- 
net for big biz in January. Having 
her return inside of six months is 
canny pencilling because of hinter- 


landers now pouring into this 
Garden of Hedon. 
Miss Horne's style is so per- 


sonal, yet it captivates the tough- 
est cynic. Her attack upon any 
song is no powder puff experience, 
having a deep emotional drive 
which transports auditors into any 
realm she wishes to occupy—wit 
humor, sacred and profane love, 
torment, or savage sex. Each move- 
ment of eyes, distorted mouth, 
arms and hands, and eloquent body 


enhances her songs from “Tl 
Come to You.” into “Bewitched, 
Bothered and Bewildered,” ‘I 
Want to Be Evil ‘Because Evil 
Spelled Backwagsds is Live)” 
“Love,” with its exciting orches- 
tral background; “Consequence,” 
“Lady is a Tramp,” “I Love to 
Love,’ and the closing protesta- 


tions of “Stormy Weather.” Lennie 
Hayton, qualified above all to give 
authority to the excellent arrange- 
ments, is on the podium. Outstand- 
ing assists come from Chico Ham- 
ilton, drums: Irving Joseph, pian- 
ist. and Wvatt Ruther, bass. 
Luxor Gali Gali pulls off his 
magico with baby chicks to tre- 
mendous applause. His method of 


iobtaining reluctant ringsiders and | 


making them enthusiastic partici- 
pators of the act is in itself often 
a feat of magic. Burning the cur- 
rency only to find it inside an 
orange, plus the genuine surprise 
on faces of his “assistants” 
discovering the baby chicks’ in 
their pockets, has genuine appeal 


upon | 


to evervone, earning Gali Gali 
boffo mitts at finish 

Lou Wills, Jr, on the Thomas 
bill when the Sands opened, re- 
turns with his array of terps, best 
of which includes reprise of acro 
flips from musicomedy lrree 
Grows in) Brooklyn and windup 
n four twisting ot butterflies 

Vi 
Bandbox. N. ¥. 
‘ bie f ( 18) ti} 
4 \ 
) | r { 
> 

Phat Lionel Hampton is one of 
the most spectaculat ustcal show 
men operating today is given full 
reflection in his current Bandbowx 
tand On tor close to an hout 
during the midnight stint, Hamp 
ton sustains a powerful musical at 
tack that rocks the spot And ii 
never too hard to take His ex 
pertness at the vibes is matched 
by his production \ The 60 

nuter is put together with & 
keen ear to instrumental variety 
and a sharp eve to sight Value: 
It's whammo all the was 

For this cellar affair Hampton 
has surrounded himself with 17 
sidemen (‘four rhythm, eight brass 
five reed) to complement his vibe 
pounding and skinbeating As an 
added fillip, maestro has worked 
in spots for thrush Ernestine An 
derson rhythm & blues singer 
Sonny Parker and tapster-comic 
Curly Hamnet All bring an okay 
change of pace to the production 
but it’s the Hampton music that 
continually breaks things up 

Orch hits with a driving swingy 
stvle reminiscent of the dominant 
swing formats of the 1930s None 
of the know-how acquired — by 
Hampton during his Benny Good 
man apprenticeship has been. laid 
aside for progressive trends His 
stvle is rich and flamboyant, prim 
ing the tablers to appreciative 
roars 

Hampton's tribute to BG “A 
Lullaby To Benny C;oodiman,’ 
doesn't stack up as an inspired 
composition, but it does have sock 
moments in his vibe solo work 
Band reaches peak in Klyin 
Home a Hampton trademark 
Things really get moving during 
this piece. Several sidemen leave 
the stand during rendition to con 
tinue their tooting as they weave 
around the room whipping up plen 
tv of tabler frenzy Is an inspired 
hit 

Miss Anderson acouits herself 
nicely with “Moonlight In Vet 
mont’ and “Song From Moulin 
Rouge” She gives both a sweet 
and flavorsome treatinent. Parker 
hits okay with his r&b renditions 
and Hamner comes off better with 
his hoofology than with his. co- 
medy Patter between Hampton 
and Hamner could be omitted 

Charlie Ventura has a tough fill- 
er assignment here, but he pulls 
through for top returns. Working 
with piano, bass and drums, saxist 
Ventura produces a flock of top- 
flight instrumentals. Maestro has 
popularized his treatment so that 
it's now appealing to squares as 
well as hepsters, 

Orch gets a big assist from the 
vocal work of Jackie Cain & Roy 
Kral Miss Cain, a blonde looker 
sells pop and bop In topdrawer 
style. Kral, her husband, helps on 
the bop with an expert scat tech- 
nique. She's slick and intimate on 
such tasty items as “The Contin 
ental.’ “Indian Summer” and 
They Cant Take = That Away 
From Me.” Gros. 


Shamrock. Houston 

Houston, June 25 
“Tee Ahoy,” Steve Kisley Orch; 
$1] 5) COVeET 


Two weeks after opening on 


their four weeks with two-week 
option at the Shamrock, steady 
crowds for “Iee Ahoy” influenced 


picking up the option and accord 
ing to current indications the 
skating show of Wilma & Ed Leary 


mav be summer-long residents of 
Houston After the first few day 
they streamlined their frappe to 
kecp it from dragging a bit in 
spots and nightly crowds continue 
to like the act 

This is the first dinner club ice 
show ever to play Houston and 
wiseacres were a bit dubious, but 
the well staged. nicely costumed 


and superbly skated revue proved 
evervone but the management 
wrong. The crowds come, hundreds 
second or third basis 


on a trip 
bringing parties of friends, and 
the personality of the featured 


acts plus a cutie pony line shows 
through with a well received night- 
ly performance. Jedo. 


| Plain 


Black Orchid, Chi 
Chicago, June 23. 
Juanita Hall, Ann Russell, Bill 
Snyder (with Remo Biandi), Ken 
Sweet Trio; $4 minimum. 


Intimery, which had lapsed of 
late from early distinctive book- 
ings, at least has come up with 


another layout befitting its atmos- 
phere and clientele. Headliner is 
Juanita Hall, original Bloody Mary 
of “South Pacifie” whose name 1s 
w.k. around here with the sophisti- 


cated set, as opening night SRO 
testilles 

There is ease and affirmation in 
her voice and a touch of contidence 
in her manner. With some fine spe 
cial material based on “South Pi 
Cite tunes and a warm, personal 
intro which borders on the sent 
mental, she sets up instant rapport 
Itand and hip movements go. well 
on the upbeat numbers, and 
torchy Ellington medley cashes in 
for hearty applause, but it is het 
Broadway clicks that reap huzzas 
With “Bali Hai” and “Happy Talk” 
she transforms herse!f inte the 
coarse and mysterious Bloody Mary 
of the play and rates a begott 

\ mike is really supertluous in 


this close-quartered = house ond 
l 


ometimes downright damaging, as 


in the case of Ann Russell, whose 
strong voice is sometimes caused to 
blast by the amplifving) system 
he has an appealing act) of im- 
pressions, focussing largely on the 
Hollywood distaff felk, which is 


often imaginative and provoking 


Scores well with episode of Louella 
Parsons announcing a prizvetight, 
Mae West doing Shakespeare, and 
Betty Hutton singing “Ole Man 
Mose,” but the Hildegarde impresh 
comes closest to actuality and wings 
loudest guffaws, with Miss Russell 
touring the house to shake hands 
with the customers 

Novelty pianist Bill Snyder, who 
uses a specially-tailored 88, renders 
an olio of original pieces, all to 
good reception. Proving that he 
knows his biggest success, “Be- 
witched,” backwards and torwards; 
he plays it both ways, and it ts im- 
pressive each time. He ask au- 
dience to name letters from “A” to 
‘Ga.’ and, vetting five of them, pro- 
ceeds to improvise with them on 
the keyboard, coming up with a 
rather intriguing mood piece which 


he plays in a variety of 
heavy mitting 
“Lonely Wine’ 
tween-acts kind of 
should have been switched for an 
effective close with “Fiving Fing- 
ers a rapid two-finger stint, Sny- 
der plays to the accompaniment of 
Remo Biandi, guitarist who penned 
leadoff number, “Ravioli Rap 
Showbacking is done expertly by 
duo of Rudy Kerpayas, piane, and 
Jim Alton, bass. Ken Sweet fills in 
the interim at the keys Les 


tempos to 


encore is a. be- 
number and 


Cafe Society. N.Y. 
Josh White, Joe Mooney, Jo 
Tolley, Foster Johnson, Billy Havin 


Aun 


Orch (5): $3.50 ininiineiiem 

This Greenwich Villave spot, 
Which had been shuttered = for 
some time until about two months 


avo, appears to be regaining popu- 
larity as a downtown nitery. Pre- 
vious show, with Sarah Vaughan 
headlining, had a yood turnout 
when caught, with same holding 
true for current layout. However, 
Josh White, like predecessor, Miss 
Vaughan, is undoubtedly largely 


responsible for pulling in the cus- 
tomers 
Though White is the big lure, 


rest of the bill holds 
well. Jo Ann Tolley ‘reviewed un- 
der New Acts) vets off to a nice 
start in her first N.Y. nitery en- 
vayement. Joe Mooney scores with 
his organ playing and special ma 
terial accompaniment. He's an af 


its own pretty 


fable entertainer and has no 
trouble ingratiating himself with 
an audience. His stint runs from 


straivht vocaling to a humorous 
dialect workover of ‘For Two Cents 
" He also fills in hetween 
shows as does Billy Hanin’s five- 
man combo, 

Foster Johnson ‘New Acts) opens 
how with a tap turn and also in- 
tros the acts. 

White has a heavy songalog that 
draws complete customer atten- 
tion Casualty decked out in # 
sport shirt and slacks, he ypives 
top-drawer balladeering and ypul- 
taring to his output. Songster, in- 
cidentally, is limping around on a 


cane following a recent leg opera 
tion. The stick is discarded, though 
when he takes the floor and places 
the bum gam on a chair in the 
usual guitar-strummer position 
White opens with “Backwater 
Blues.” followed by “Foggy. Forgy 
Dew.” For a pace changer, he does 


a number in which the seatholders 
join in. Audience pitches requests 
resulting in such tunes as “When 
| Lay Down and Die,” “The Riddle 
Song” and “Strange Fruit.’ Other 
output consists of “Jellv. Jelly, 
Jelly.” which gets sock puital 
handling, “Outskirts of Town and 
“Whatcha Gonna Do?” 
Jess. 
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Strawhat Biz Perks Smartly: Upbeat 


In Philly, Boston; Other Barn News 


Philadelphia, June 30. 4 
Playhouse in the Park, Philly's 
frst tent-show venture, after fin- 
ishing first two weeks of its sec- 
od season, is well ahead of last 


summer's financial record. Last 
vear’s season started two weeks 
i.ier and extended 11 weeks, 
where this year’s program skeds 
} offerings. 

First two, “Road to Rome” (June 
15) and “The Moon is Blue,” were 
<irtual capacity at all evening 


vs and did better than expected 


( 


at the two matinees. Last year’s 
ttendance, while encouraging 
from the start. was a long way| 


from eapacity until after the third 
fourth week. : 

Entire schedule. has now been 
completed with exception of 13th 
and final offering, Sept. 6, which 
will be announced later. Latest 
bookings are ‘“Charley’s Aunt,” 
with Roddy McDowell, July 27, and 
“The Show Off,” with Leon Jan- 
nev, Aug. 3. 

Next week's booking is “Room 
with Skedge Miller, who 





’ | 
Service, no | 
ll remain over to support Uta | 
Hagen in “The Lady's Not For | 
Burning.” July 13. } 
eames j 

{ 


Hub Biz Perks 
Boston, June 30. 

Biz picked up slightly at County 
Plavhouse this stanza, with “Moon 
Is Blue,” starring Zachary Scott, 
nabbing a near-$7.800 at the 1,400- 
seater, House is scaled at $3 top. 
Billie Burke in “Life With Moth- 
er’ is current. 

Alexis Smith-Victor Jory vehi-| 
cle. “Bell, Book and Candle,” teed 
off the 14th season of the Lee 
Falk - Al Capp - operated Boston 
Summer Theatre Monday (29), The 
Group 20 Players kick off their 
outdoor season at the Wellesley 
College Amphitheatre tonight (80) 
with “Taming of the Shrew,” 


‘Fiddle’ $9,500, Westport 
Westport, Conn., June 30. 
Westport Country Playhouse, | 
with increased seating through | 
mezzanine revamping, has opened 
to good but considerably less than 
peak biz first two weeks. 


New version of “School for| 
Scandal,” with June Havoc, the} 
opener, was panned more than 


usual for a teeoff show, and 760-| 
seater gross was $8,800 at $3.60) 
top. Last week, Betty Field in 
“Second Fiddle” was better, with 
$9,500. 





Payton-Neal Package 
Barbara Payton and Tom Neal} 
will team for the first time in a| 
new barn package of James Cain’s 
“The Postman Always’ Rings 
Twice.” which opens a tour with a 
one-week engagement at the Nor- 
wich (Conn.) Summer Theatre be- 
ginning Monday (6). 
Miss Payton’s last and only stage 
appearance was in “The Second 
Man,” opposite Franchot Tone. 


Ferguson $3,900, Stockbridge 

_Stockbridge, Mass., June 30. 

Elsie Ferguson in the new 
Courtney Abbott melodrama, “And 
Two Make Four,” rang up a $3,900 
£ross in the opening stanza of the 
Berkshire Playhouse, here last 
week. This represents approxi- 
mately 70% capacity for the 436- 
Seater, 

Current is “The Moon Is Blue,” 
featuring Edward Andrews. 





: Armstrong Tryout 

See You Tomorrow,” new play 
by legit pressagent Ned Arm- 
Strong, will be tried out July 29 at 
Jill Miller’s Putnam County Play- 
house, Lake Mahopac, N.Y. 

Author is flack this summer for 
Richard Aldrich’s Falmouth Play- 
house, Coonamessett, Mass. 


‘Turtle’ $5,450, New Hope 

... . New Hope, Pa., June 30. 

Voice of the Turtle” grossed a | 
fast $5 450 at a $3.50 top last week | 
ut Theron Bamberger’s 432-seat | 
Bucks County Playhouse _ here. 
Gloria Hoye was well received in| 
the femme lead. originally played | 
pe Broadway by Margaret Sullavan, | 
«id John O'Hare and Natalie Core | 
Ccked in the other two parts. | 





} 
, 'essie Royce Landis is current | 
1) & tryout of “Celia,” by George | 


2a.son, 





‘Kate’ Tees Vancouver 
Vancouver, June 30. 
‘neouver’s outdoor Theatre Un- 
* The Stars in the city’s Stanley 
«TK opened its 14th season with a | 
‘ish production of “Kiss Me | 
yg Overcast skies held draw | 
bt #round 12,000 patrons for first | 
* performances in the 5,000-seat 


\ 


« 
Pp 
li 


arena, 
or New Yorker Ralph Stagstenen, | 
import in cast, played the} 


fred _Graham-Petruchio role and | 
‘Continued on page 51) 





Accountant Wanted 


Under an agreement with 
other theatrical craft unions, 
the Treasurers & Ticket Sell- 
ers, Local 751, IATSE, is mak- 
ing concessions to off-Broad- 
way groups to encourage legit 
production. One such outfit. 


unable to put up anv bond to 


cover the special $90-a-week 
boxoffice salary, was permitted 
to use a union treasurer with 
the understanding that the 
b.o. man would get the first 
$15 out of each night's re- 
celpts 


Arrangement worked out 
okay for the first three nights, 
but brodied the fourth night, 
when the take for the per- 
formance was less than $15 
When the b.o. man phoned | 
union officials to ask what he | 
should do, he was instructed 
that he might as well forget it. 

“They don't need a treas- 
urer,” he was told, ‘they need 
a life-saving squad.” 





Trib Critic Kerr Busy on 


Russo, Ellis’ 356 


Lloyds Settlement 


James Russo and Michael Ellis 
producers of last season's flop, 
“Two's Company,” have reached 


an agreement with Lloyds on their 
$90,000 claim against the 
ance company. 

Original asking sum has heen 
whittled down to $35,000. Of that 


Misur- 


amount, $29,000 will have to be 
shelled out in preferred claims. of 
which about $18,000 goes to War- 


; ner Bros and around $11,000 to the 


U. S. Treasury Dept. The film com- 
pany, which originally loaned the 
duo $27.000, took an assignment of 


the claim against Lloyds to the 
extent of its creditorship. 
Producers have offered to pay 


the general creditors 10° of their 
total indebtedness by Sept 
They’re currently in the process o 
getting signatures of acceptance on | 
the offer, Duo, incidentally, is | 
slated to put another show on the | 
boards next season. They plan to} 
bring “Howe & Hummell,” Howard 
Teichmann’s dramatization of the 
New Yorker articles by Richard 
Rovere, to Broadway in the fall. 


_ 


= 
—_ 





Book; Wife Scribbles Too 


Except for a month off, during | 
which he will concentrate on the 
preparation of a book for would- | 
be playwrights, Walter F. Kerr, | 
drama critic of the N. Y. Herald| 
Tribune, wiil turn out regular | 
weekly columns for the paper's 
Sunday drama_ section. Unlike 
most of the New York first- | 
stringers, he won't get away for 
the summer, but will spend most 
of his time at his home in subur- 
ban New Rochelle, N. Y. 

Kerr's book, which now has the 
working title, “Don't Write That 
Play,” is to be published by Simon 
& Schuster. Manuscript is due | 


| ‘Las Vegas,” 
| book by 
;}songs by Sam Coslow, to be pro 
j}duced on Broadway 
| Rita 
| Edward G. Robinson is mentioned 


| they 


;era with 


early in the fall, but the author's | 


principal problem thus far has 
been a matter of organization and 
format. 


Jean (Mrs.) Kerr is contributing 
several revue sketches for John 
Murray Anderson's scheduled “Al- 
manac.” Her play, “King 
Hearts,” has been tentatively slat- 
ed for production by several dif- 
ferent managements, but has been 
held up each time by casting diffi- 
culties. 





Nanci Crompton’s Kaycee, 


Vegas and Revue Dates 
London, June 30. 


Nanci Crompton, who 


Hayes-Healy Sought for 
‘Vegas’ Musical for B’ way 


Hollywood, June 30. 


Peter Lind Haves and Mary 


| Healy are being sought as leads in 
musical comedy with | 
and | 


Stephen Longstreet 
next fall bs 


Allen and Archie Thomson 


as possible costar 


Yarn deals with an overgrown 
kid who persuades a gangster to 
subsidize a system to beat the 


wheels at Las Vevas. 


Equity Working 
On Percenters 
Franchise Bids 


With adoption of a new agency 
code apparently delaved indefinite- 
ly, Actors Equity is considering a 
number of long-standing franchise 
applications from New York per 
centers Application blanks wer 
sent out last week to about 85 
agents whose bids for franchises 

with the union for 


had been on file 
some time 

At least some of the applications 
will be considered within the next 
few days by the union's agency 
committee, and recommendations 
will probably be made to the coun 
cil for granting ones considered 
in order. All of the bids are ex- 
pected to be processed within the 
next couple of months 


Flanders’ to Coast Despite Brutal 
606 Philly Loss & Claim It's Spicy 


| 
| 


All requests for new franchises 
have been held up by the union 
for a year or more while the 
agency committee studied pro-| 
posals for revision of tts regula 
tions. It had been expected that 
the re-drafted code would be 
passed last spring, but several 
hitches developed and the new 


rules are now being considered in 
detail by the council, after which 
will be submitted to the 
union’s membership for approval. 


Lemonade Opera Picks 


Juicy Bit in ‘Don Pedro, 
Its ‘New’ Opus by Mozart 


The enterprising Lemonade Op 
era Co. is back at its Greenwich 
Village, N. Y., stand for a fourth 
season, with a distinct and highly 
commendable novelty. This is a 
melodious, amusing “new” Mozart 
opera, “Don Pedro,” in a jazzy 
English libretto by Joseph Long- 
streth. Opus is a patchwork clev- 
erly put together a few years ago 





Angel ‘Avalanche’ 


Novel method of raising 
capital for a proposed Broad- 
wav production is being used 
by Eugene Endreyv for a play 
titled “Avalanche by an un 
disclosed author In a letter 
to pot tial backers la week 
t dre. merely enclosed a 
page-and-a-half plot synopsis 
Wi prints Of a newspaper 
st and editorial about the 
recent case of a new York | 
eXE ve who exposed a Com- 
nunist attempt to blackmail 
him inte spying for Russia to 
save his war-prisoner sons 

rhe accompanying letter 
claimed the play, whose au 
thor is described as a well 
known writer fiving behind 
the Iron Curtain, as parallel- 
ing the case described in the 
news story Production is 


budgeted at $60,000 


Misalliance Tour 


Loaded With ‘Ifs 





“Misalliance the N Y City 
Cent revival which closed Satur 
day ‘27) at the Barrymore, N, Y 
will be sent on tour in the fall 
only if a star with potent boxoffice 
draw can be obtained and if the 
presentation can be on Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Societys 
subscription, It's figured the Shaw 
comedy would be a doubtful biz 
prospect otherwise? 

Ii‘'s estimated that the show 


would probably break even on tou 
$14,.000-$15.000 weekls 
gross. That presumably wouldn't be 
a prohibitive figure with a stron; 
marquee name as male lead and 
subscription support, particularly 
if local theatre managers in 
of the key stands were associated 
in the venture. But “Misalliance,” a 
relatively little-known Shaw work 


at around 


is rated a slim atdience-getter if 
sent out on its own 

Play just about broke even on 
its 16'2-week Broadway run, the 
latter part of which was on two 
for-ones. However, it grossed $27- 
000 and $32,500, respectively, for 
its initial two weeks at the City 
Center. Barry Jones was the origi 
inal star of the revival, with Mar 


by a Swiss musician named Hans | 
Erisman out of a couple uncom- | 


pleted Mozart operas plus several 
independent song numbers, 
Libretto is straight 18th century, 
with the usual involvement of ro- 
mantic plot, as the vexed paths of 
two young lovers are eased. The 
music is tuneful, catchy and en- 
Zaging, and the accomplished 
young actor-singers whom Lemon- 
ade’s managing director Max Lea- 
vitt has assembled present the op- 
delightful flourish and 
style. Leavitt uses alternate casts 
with a two-piano orch, all unde: 
Sheldon Soffer’s deft direction 
Lemonade has pitched its stand 
in the basement of the Village 
Presbyterian Church on West 13thn 
St. A non-profit membership soci- 
ety, financed by voluntary contri- 


| butions, the outfit is tax-free. At 


of | 


a $3 top, with performances six 
nights a week, the 280-seater can 
gross $4,000. Weekly nut is $2,590 


|and the company, by end of the 


AGMA 


just, 


finished four weeks at the London | 


Palladium, doubling at the Savoy 
Hotel, planed to America yester- 
day (Mon.). 

She is due to play in “Bloomer 
Girl” for one week at Swope Park, 
Kansas City. After that, she ap- 


pears for two weeks at the Sahara, | 
| the same name, as opening produc- 


Las Vegas. 


John Murray Anderson has tab- | 


bed her for a featured role in his 
new “Almanac.” 


lone Gingold is to be starred. 


in which Hermi- | 


scheduled 14- 
has just 


fourth week of a 
week summer season, 
about kept even with its weekly 
nut. Singers are all pros, under 
salaries, The Fact-Finding 


Committee of the various N. Y 


tvn Green taking over the last few 
weeks. Other leads included Ta 


’ Leder a Tistecaca li ar.d 
Inara Geva, Roddy McDowall, Wii 


liam Redfield, Richard Kiley, 
Dorothy Sands, Jan Farrand and 
Jerome’ Kilty Production was 


staged by Cyril Ritchard. 
Entire three-production drama 
season at the City Center is esti- 


mated to have involved a loss of 
about $8,000. Other two revivals 
were “Love's Labour's Lost” and) 


“Merchant of Venice. 


Two-Person ‘Four,’ With 
Elsie Ferguson, Eyes N.Y. 


Stockbridge, Mass., June 30. 

“And Two Make Four,” adapta 
tion by Courtney Abbott of “Under 
Orders.” a 1918 Melodrama by 
Berte Thomas, is being considered 
for Broadway production this fall 
by William Miles, who staged a try 
out of it last week as the season 





opener at his Berkshire Piayhouse 


Mi les 


theatrical unions has allowed the. 


outfit special arrangements. But 
Lemonade could sure use an angel 
Leavitt admits. Bron. 





‘Marriage’ to Preem Fall 
Yiddish Theatre Season 


Edmund Zayenda and Irving 
Jacobson will costar in “Second 
Marriage,” adaptation of Louis 
Freiman’s Jewish radio series of 


tion of the 1953-54 season at the | 


Second Ave. Theatre, N. Y. 


“Second Marriage” is scheduled |ested in bringing year-long opera | 


ito premiere Oct. 5. 


here. Local audience reaction was 
promising. Project may depend on 
script revisions, said to be mostly 


a matter of cutting and sharpening 

Elsie Ferguson and Anthony 
Kemble Cooper, who costarred as 
the two dual leads in the four-char 


acter play at last week's tryout 

would be retained for the Broad 

yay presentation, if and when 
indicates. 


New San Antonio Muny 
Opera to Bow with ‘Mill’ 


San Antonio, June 30. 
The recently-organized San Anto 
nio Municipal Opera Co. will pre 
sent its first production late in July 
at the Sunken Garden Theatre 
Frank G. Sturchio, recently named 
supervisor of music for St. Mary’s. 


will be director. “Red Mill” is the | 


opener. 
Chartered in May, the opera com- 
|pany is a non-profit group, inter- 


jhere at popular prices, 


some | 


* Despite flurry of contradictory 
'reports early this week, “Carnival 
in Flanders” will go through with 


its scheduled tryout engagements 
in Los Angeles and San Francisco. 
Move by Coast producer Edwin 
Lester to cancel the bookings and 
substitute “Hazel Flags fell 
through 

After three dire weeks in Philly, 
Carnival’ called it quits there last 
Saturday night (27), cancelling an 
additional faur performances 
through tonight Wed \Musical 
adaptation of the French film, “La 
Kermess Heroique did brutal 
business in Philly, piling up a loss 
of around $60,000-$70,000, thereby 
jeopardizing continuation of the 
production 

Lester, who was in Philly last 
week to look over the show, sought 
to cancel the Coast bookings on 
claim the musical is too salacious 
for presentation at the Philhar- 
monie Auditorium, L. A., which is 
owned by the Baptist Church. How- 
ever, producers Paula Stone, Mi 
chael Sloane Johnny Burke and 
Jimmy Van Heusen denied the mu 
sical is not acceptable and insisted 
on going through with the contract, 

Meanwhile, it was reported on 
the Coast that the “Carnival” dates 
had been = seratched nd that 
“Hazel” would be substituted for 
the L. A. and San Francisco Civie 
Light Opera subscribers, “Hazel” 
had already announced a_ layoff 
Starting next Saturday (4) and con 
tinuing through Aug. 24 at the 
Mark Hellinger, N. Y. 

Ventative arrangement were 
made to move up the “Hazel” shut 
tering to last night (Tues.) and 
vet the show on the rails for the 
Coast this afternoon (Wed.). How- 


ever, when Lester, who had mean 
time returned to the Coast, wags 
‘Continued on page 52) 


5%, Legit Commissions 
Called Absurd, Agent 
Prefers SAG Contract 


New York 
Editor. VARIETY: 

Mr. Harmon is quite right when 
he blames the 5°) commission rule 


for creating a somewhat restrained 


enthusiasm for summer ctock work 
in all agents It is an outmoded 
absurdity to Imagine that 5¢ of 
any but top star salaries can pay 


for the running expenses of a New 
York office, thus enabling 
to do proper fob for 
their clients who need 

selling, advising most. The eooner 
the members of Fquity Insict on 
paving a reasonable commiescion to 
those who work for them, the coon 
er an improvement in apent-clients 
relations will be seen. The stave 
will never he able fully to compete 


agents 
those of 


plngerving 


with the movies and TV in eal 
aries, but it ean and does pay liv- 
ng wages to all who work for it, 
except the agents 

But the worst trouble is not the 
money, not the actual rate of com- 
mission, We would not do any 
work in the theatre if we did not 
love the immortal invalid The 
real ineaqnitv lies in the fact that 
New York agents are not permit 
ted to sign clients in the field of 
theatre The SAG agency con- 
tract is a fair agreement, and has 
catisfied both parties at all times 
The invitations to piracy, pladiyv 
accepted hy most avencies. is an 
insult to both the actore’ repre 
centatives and their clients It 
does not help anybody. but pre- 
vents pood agents from working 
for just such actore as need avent- 
ing moet You don't invest in any 
rperts vhich vou do not own. or 
on which vou at leact have an op 
tion Much time and olentyv” of 
money hac to he invested to get an 
actor a joh—and when vou have 
one to offer. vou r fine 
client hae tnet perented work 
anged for him by another : t 
Whatever the reacons *were for 
thie prrangement in the t } ! 
are life now ccem nner tn c ) ibt. 


Cole Porter’s Mother's 
Estate Valued at 551G 


| Peru. Ind.. June 30 
An estate valued at $551,550. ac- 
cording to inheritance tax figures 
wes left by the late Mrs. Kate C. 
Porter, mother of Cole Porter 
The bulk of the property 
ileft to her son. 


was 
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Strawhat Reviews 


Sailor's Delight 


Dennis, Mass., June 29. 

Richard Aldrich production of comedy 
by Peter 
Lawrence Langner Stars Eva Gabor, 
Tom Helmore: features Natalie Schafer, 
Katherine Meskill, Chester Stratton, 
Philippa Bevans. Staged by Harry Etlerbe 
Setting, Paul Bertelsen. At Cape Play 
house. Dennis, Mass., June 29, '53; $3.90 


top 

Pascaline Shirley Standlee 
Isabelle Lambert Catherine Meskill 
Claire Martino Natalie Schafer 
Di Paul Martin Tom Helmore 
Marina Eva Gabor 
Charlies John Vivyan 


Philippa Bevans 
Chester Stratton 


Nurse Cary 


Henri Nivelle 


This American version by Law- 
rence Langner of ‘‘La Duchesse 
D’Algues,” the two-season Parisian 


hit, adapted from the original Eneg- 
lish version of the familiar “Mu 
anda,” opened the 27th season of 
Richard Aldrich’s Cape Playhouse 
tonight (Mon.) and, judging from 
audience response, is very pleas- 
ant suinmmertime fare. 

Whether Peter Blackmore's en- 
trancing mermaid can wiggle suc- 
cessfully across Broadway shoals 
is doubiful at the moment, but 
flimsier stuff! has made the grade 
Radiant Eva Gabor is everything 
a sailor or any other homo sapien 
could ask for in mermaids Her 
sparkling performance keeps the 
evening brithtly entertaining and 
leaves no question as to her tal- 
ents 
is capably supported by Tom F1]- 
more and company and keeps the 
comedy going at a brisk pace 

There is enough sophistication 
highlighting the progress of this 
fantastic yarn about the trans- 
planted beauly of the briney deep 
to make it worthy of a barn tour 
anywhere, anylime. But unless the 
corn lines, here and there, are de- 
leted: the opening minutes sparked 
by more voltage, and the last act 
slowdown picked up, there is se- 
rious doubt of Broadway survival 
Langner, however, plans several 
changes and additions as the pro- 
duction, under his Theatre Guild 
wing, proceeds to his 
Playhouse at Westport, Conn. 

The delightfully incredible story 
sets off a chain of amusing situa- 
tions, some of them packed with 
hilarious comedy. There is a gen 
erous portion of laughs and risque 
lines to make the evening lots of 
fun. Miss Gabor, luscious in tulle 
gowns, and physically ideal for the 
mermaid role, is ideally cast 

Her portrayal is effervescent, 


with a wistful quality in this num- | 


ber that suited perfectly. She is 
the boxoffice pull for this one— 
and it will need her if it ventures 
onto the Main Stem. 

Elmore gives excellent support 
in his gay performance as the doc- 
tor who transported Marina from 


her natural habitat to his Parisian | 
Schafer was | 


apartment Natalie 
assigned no easy task in the wife 
role, but she plays it convincingly. 
Katherine Meskill as Isabelle Lam- 
bert and Chester Stratton as her 
artist fiancee give highly enter- 
taining performances. Philippa 
Bevans is an audience favorite as 
the nurse and John Vivyan does 
an outstanding job as the house- 
man. Shirley Standlee is very 
creditable as the maid. 

Harry Elierbe’s staging of this 
tryout was skillfully handled and 
the single set by Paul Bertelsen is 
as attractive as it was professional 
in detail. Pete. 


New Hope, Pa., June 29. 

Theron Bamberger production of com 
ed_dy drama by George Batson. Stars Jessie 
Royce Landis; features Russell Hardie. 
Leona Maricle, Douglas Taylor. Directed 
by Robert Caldwell Setting, David Reppa 
At Bucks County Playhouse, New Hope. 
Pa.. June 29, °53; $3.50 top 
Martha Brand re Leona Maricle 
Jet Kilburn f James Maloney 
Celia Granger ... Jessie Royce Landis 
Eunice Kilburn oe eae Gerrianne Raphael 
PEviG GOOUNSOr. sos. cicccs Douglas Taylor 
Kathy Joyce Lear 


Moreno . ors fadeane Alle Jerric 
Mrs. Hamilton i> faean 


Carlin yiwiseede Russell Hardie 
Nora , : Marian Russell 
Brent 


Ronald Telfer 


It looks as if producer Theron 


Bamberger finally hit the jackpot. | 


“Celia,” a tale of murder on a 
lonely upper Hudson River estate, 


is a sort of drawing room who- | 


dunit no Broadway season should 
be without, Starring Jessie Rovce 
Landis as onetime society chan- 
teuse now playing the heartbroken 


lady of the manor; Doug)as Taylor | 
as an insecure son; Russell Hardie | 
as a charming, ambitious detective, | 
and Leona Maricle as Miss Landis’ | 


glamorous onetime debutant pal, 
show as presented here looks prac- 


tically ready for Broadway. Play- 
wright George Batson has com- 
bined violent, plausible murder 
with a couple of  heartthrob 


themes that are bound to play hob 
with the matinee set from Scars- 
dale. Miss Landis is firstrate and 
supporting cast is excellent. 
Director Robert Caldwell's deft 
direction permits no Major per- 
formance flaw, but an overslow 


Blackmore, in adaptation by | 


Literally and otherwise she | 


Country | 


suaueeeeen Mary Jackson | 


,talky first scene needs streamlin- 
ing, as do several others, includ- 
ing the last. But an opening-night 


audience which worried, “Who Did | 


It”, through two entre-actes, went 


|home satisfied after considerable 


applause. 

David Reppa’s set is fine. There 
is good assist from Allen Derrick 
as a libidinous chauffeur; Mary 
Jackson, as a housekeeper and 
Gerrianne Raphael as a southern 
belle puzzled by vacillation§ of 
Miss Landis’ weakling son 

Ward 


At Home With Ethel 


Waters 


Sea Cliff, L. [., June 29 
Thomas G. Ratcliffe, Louis Macmillan 
presentation of one-woman revue Stars 
Ethel Waters: Reginald Beane at piano 
Directed b Richard Barr Set designed 
and lighted by John Carlos. At Sea Cliff 
Theatre, Sea Cliff, L. L, June 29, °53 


“At Home With Ethel Waters,” 
which debuted tonight (Mon.) at 
the Sea Cliff Summer Theatre, is 
a two-hour tour de force that gives 
la Waters undisputed claim to 
the title of “One and Only.” 
Whether director Richard Bar 
will bring it to New York this fall 
depends on the next few months, 
during which Miss Waters wiil 
divide strawhat appearances  be- 
tween “At Home” and “The Mem- 
ber of the Wedding.” 

The gal who introduced ‘Dinah’ 
jin the “Plantation Revue of 1924” 
proves she can still handle the 
Carolina cutie—or any other song 

like no one else in the business 
The years may have chopped a 
a tone or two from her high regis- 
ter. but they have also developed 
a sense of phrasing and pitch that 
can only be described as uncanny. 
Miss Waters sings above, below 
and around a program of 22 num- 


a minstrel song, Harlem patter 
pieces and, of course, a solid sam- 
pling of such specials as “St. Louis 
Blues,’ “Taking a Chance on 
Love,’ “Suppertime’ and “Cabin 
in the Sky.” 

Setting for the “At Home” is the 
star's apariment living room—a 
device intended to take the show 
out of the recital class. Pianist 
Reginald Beane provides the most 
intelligent, listenable accompant- 
ment heard in a long time, and 
also holds the spotlight on two 
well-received solo spots 

Weakest turn is “Washtub Rub- 
Sud,” a revival from “Rhapsody 
tin Black” (1951), whose patter tn- 
terlude clearly shows signs of age 
A panel of modernistic bronze 
plaques in the apartment back- 
ground do little to aid the illusion 
suggested by the prop tub and 
washboard. The setting also works 
against Miss Waters’ dance-hall 
hostess bit, but not enough to kill 


lthe solid hand she draws after 
levery number. ; 
“at Home” is a lot of Ethel 


Waters. The best of it is superb 
—the worst no worse than fair. 
Final evaluation depends on how 
/much you like the star. At the 
close of tonight’s show, most of 
Sea Cliff was voting solid for Miss 
Waters. Hank. 





And Two Make Four 


Stockbridge, Mass., June 30 
Berkshire Playhouse production of mel 
| odrama in four scenes by Courtney Ab- 
bott, based on play by Berte Thomas 
Stars Elsie Ferguson; features Anthony 
Kemble Cooper Directed by William 
Miles. Sets by William Roberts. At Berk 
shire Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., June 
22. °53: $3 top 
Margaret Hautzman) 


Marion Ford ) Elsie Ferguson 
Capt. Arthur Ford! , 
| Cari Hastziman ' Anthony K. Cooper 


Courtney Abbott has wisely la- 
beled his adaptation of the Berte 
Thomas original a melodrama. In 
a program note, he anticipates that 
it may be set down as a “stunt,” 


' screens in his Todd-AO film setup, 


|! dium, Jones Beach, 


bers that includes blues, spirituals, | 


| zack, Henry Lawrence, Frank Monachino, 


} en, John Zadorozny. 


| 


' Presentation 


This phase is carried out in its 
trick title—two° actors in dual! 
| roles make four characters. 

When “Under Orders,” from | 


which the new opus stems, Was 
originally put on by A. H. Woods in 
1918, it was described as a “‘dra- 
|matic novelty.” Shelly Hull and 
| Effie Shannon were in the roles, 
now played by Miss Ferguson and 
Cooper, 


This one has potential possibil- | 


ities, after much spade work, for 
a good evening's entertainment, if 
New York audiences are willing to 
accept its contrived plot and over- 
abundant verbosity. Latter is its 
main drawback, especially in the 
first scene, which could be sliced 
to half the time it takes to set the 


story line for the succeeding 
scenes. Climactic situations give 
the play its best moments. ne 


was tense enough to have a ma- 
|}ture, predominantly femme audi- 
| ence, when caught, audibly warn 
ithe heroine of her danger. 
Playwright Abbott has retained 
_the basic plet of the original but 
| has changed the Fords from Amer- 


| (Continued on page 52) 


Todd’s Oversize ‘Venice’ 


Bows in Boff, Improved | 
Fashion for 2d Season 


Mike Todd, busy with wide- 
has taken time off for a second 
edition of his wide-stage al fresco 
production of Johann Strauss’ op- 
eretta, “A Night in Venice.” This 
year’s entry, being repeated at the 
Marine Stadium, Jones Beach, L. I., 
is a more smoothly- tailored pres- 
entation than the initial version 
One of those “everything but the 
kitchen sink” extfavaganzas, “Ven- 
ice” is spectacular, tuneful, eye- 
appealing and definitely a _ top 
warm-weather entry. 

Show has all the earmarks of 
b.o. prosperity. However, a major 
factor mitigating against capacity 
grosses is the location of the stadi- 
um. Another negative factor is in 
adverse weather reports, which dis- 
courage potential audiences from 
making the trek out to the Island. 








A Night in Venice 

Jones Beach, N. Y., June 25. | 
Michael Todd presentation of musical 
extravaganza in two acts (15 seenes) 
with music by Johann Strauss (adapted 
by Thomas Martin), new book and iyrics 
by Ruth & Thomas Martin. Staged by 
Samuel Liff. Sets and costumes by Raoul 
Pene DuBois: choreography, James Ny 
gren; conductor, Martin. At Marine Sta 
io me June 
25, '53: $4.80 top 
Pappacoda » ; George Hall 
Mario Thomas Hayward 
Senator Bartoldi Fred Lightne 
Senator Lorenzo : Arthur Newman 
Senator Del Aqua... Kenneth Schon 
Ciboletta : Nola Fairbanks 
Centurio Michael Roberts 
Caramello ..Gordon Dilworth | 
Francesco Larry Laurence 
Duke of Palobino Jack Russell 


Barbara Guen Omeron 
Agrippina Noella Peloquin 
Serafina Rose Perfect 


Nina su , Maria Di Girlando 
Dancer Gloria Gilbert 
Dove Fancier Rosita Royce 

Singing Ensemble: Jennie Andrea, Mu 


| 

| 
riel Birckhead, Betsy Bridge, Regina | 
Burger, Joyce Duskin, Rina Falcone, | 
Helen Feit, Lola Fisher, Te: Cation, | 


Teresa Grey, Ann Haines, Suzanne Han 
son, Betty Jones, Ruth Kelley, Josephine 
Lott, Frances Paige, Virginia Perlowin, 
Jean Roy, Edith Terry, Julie Williams, 
3eily Winsett, Katherine Harvey Bake 
Sara Bettis, Eleanor Daniels, Elizabeth | 
Dunning, Gloria Eisner, Martha Flynn, | 
Diane Griffiths, Dorothy Juden, Delores | 
Micheline, Noella Peloquin, Dorothy | 
Shawn, Doras Smith, Betty Lou Scandling, | 
Maria Yavyne, Maria Yauger, Ken Ayers, | 
Bill Carson, Richard Edwards, Matt Far 

ruggio, Frank Finn. Joe Flynn, Duke Gid | 


dens, Norman Giffen, William Golden, | 
Dave Kennedy, Kurt Kessler, Charles | 
Kuestner, Keith Kaltenberg. Roland 


Miles, Michael O’Carolan, Abram Tamres, 
Deloyd Tibbs, Bill Upshaw, Ben Wilkes 
Harold Bertelson, Walter Brandin, Charles 
Booth, Phil Douglass, Donald Dewhirst, 
John Frydel, Russell Goodwin, Carl Hon 


James Martindale, Steve Manning, Tom 
Powell, Mike Roberts. Howard Shaw 
Carl Sherman, John Trehy, Roy Urhaus 


Dancing Ensemble: Yvonne Chouteau, 
Wilma Curley, Cathryn Damon, Maria De 
Baroncelli, Tania Dokoudovsky, June 
Evans, Barbara Fallas, Louise Ferrand, | 
Maria Harriton, Dorothy Hill, Emilka Hu 
lova, Pat Jennings, Audrey Keane. Nata- | 
sha Kelepovska, Joan Kruger, Sally Mc 
Roberts, Terry Miele, Irene Minor, Mar- 
jorie Murray, Zebra Nevins, Roberta 
Onigman, Nina Popova. Kirsten Valbor, 
Adelaide Verricchio, Nikki Willis, Doris | 
Wright, Hubert Bland, Bruce Cartwright 
Alfredo Corvino, Dean Craig. Peter 
Deign, Martin Fredericks, Gerard Levitt, 
Carl Luman, Donald Martin, Lee Murray, 
Louis Schaw. Fernand Shaffenburg, Guy 
Stambaugh, Richard Thomas. 

Swimming Ensemble: Mary Bancroft, 
Audrey Bauer. Delores Bell, Ruth Bohn, 
Ethel Campbell, Deneyse Fay, Marjorie 
Fernandez, Lee Firestone, Barbara For- 
tin, Muriel Gilbert, Junelee Graham, 
Dorothy Lakeland, Mary Lenihan, Eleanor 
Rubin, Marya Saunders, Audrey Shubert, 
Cordelia Ware, Priscilla Weston, Barbara 
Wiltse, Florence Wilnau, Elaine Winters 

Gondoliers: Jim Coveny, Pino Gasparini. 
Frank Keefe, Fred Milbredt, Ruggiero Ro- | 
mor, John Rozzino. | 

Tumblers Louis Barreiro, Patricia 
Donohue, Ray Gil, Lucky Kargo, George 
Kilroy, Harry McManus. 





has surefire appeal | 
for visiting out-of-towners, a good | 
number of whom, though, might 
not be partial to the hour-or-more 
trek out to Jones Beach. If cen- | 
trally located, there’s little doubt 
that “Venice” could par Radio 
City Musie Hall as a _ spectacle 
showcase and sightseeing must. 

Todd and his staff are aware of 
he musical’s tourist lure and the 
inconvenient locale. A bus service 
each evening from Times Square | 
is already being utilized, instead 
of solely relying on train trans- 
portation, as was the case last sum- 
mer. Buses will also be utilized 
from the Bronx and Brooklyn. 

Cost of the overall production 
this season has been lessened con- 
siderably from last year. Initial 
production tab ran around $380,- 
000, most of which went to the 
building of the stage and sets 
About $300,000 has been lopped | 


| off that sum this year, as the origi- | 


| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


nal stage and scenery remained 
intact. Weekly operating cost runs 
from $60,000 to $75,000 weekly. | 
Presentation is being offered on a. 
concrete offshore stage 104 feet 
wide, with a circular 76-foot re-. 
volving stage in the center, and a. 
100-foot lagoon separating the) 
stage from 8,206-seat amphitheatre. 
Most of the principal cast mem- 
(Continued on page 51? j 


icomedy by Renald Alexander, au- 
iwill be 
| Stager 
| week 
|sence, associate Peggy Phillips is 


| Rodgers - Hammerstein 


|} man as temporary associate. 


|the same after medicos shot him 


/rousel” in 


iceeded Benay 


| North, the nifty-figgered dancer in 


leader Ramon Ramos will partner 
| with Clark Smith in the production 
|of “The Beach House,” by Stephen 


| while, the authors have put aside 


“Inside Stuff—Legit 


Casting of Lawrence Tibbett for 


eo 


a series Of performances as Porgy 


in the current Broadway revival of “Porgy and Bess” (Ziegfeld, N. y ) 
is understood to have aroused criticism from a few cast members of 
the musical. Complaint was that a white artist would be depriving 


_a Negro of employment in the preponderately Negro show. Opposition 


subsided, however, when Robert Breen, stager and co-producer of the 
revival, pointed out that the situation is the antithesis of discrimination. 
Noting that he, as well as those who had raised the matter, is opposed 


to any racial or religious barriers 


in the arts, Breen recalled that 


there had been general approval some years ago when the late Canada 
Lee wore white makeup to play a white character in “The Duchess 


of Malfi.” 
in white shows, 
Negro shows 

Tibbett, a former 
as Porgy, 


If there should be no color line against Negroes appearing 
it’s illogical to bar white players from the casts of 
the producer-director 


argued. 


Met and concert star, will sing 10 performances 
from July 15 through the week of Aug. 3 


What started as a casual interlude has now snowballed into ar 


important name roster at Walter 


N. H 


Jacobs’ Lake Tarleton Club. Pike 
where the 4th White Mountains’ Festival of the Seven Art 
this year sees a flock of distinguished lecturers 


rts 


These include Sherman 


Adams, assistant to President Eisenhower; New Hampshire Gov. Hugh 


Gregg, U. 
biz and literati spielers as Richard 
Ernest Fiene (American painter), 


S. Senator Charles Tobey (N. H.) in addition to such show 


de Rochemont, Clarence Derwent, 


Alexander Gabriel (UN transradio 


correspondent), Hy Gardner, Mark Goodson, Charles Jackson, Dick 
Joseph, Irv Kupcinet, Harold Q. Masur, Mitch Miller, Arnold Moss, 


Elliott Norton, Julius Rudel 
Schwartz (N 
and Earl Wilson. 

This is another 


(conductor, N. Y. 
Y. Times), Lisa Sergio, Horace Sutton, Louis Untermyer 


segment of show 


City Opera), Harry 


biz in the resorts. The Tarleton 


also books the N. Y. City Opera Co., the Mendelssohn String Quartet, 


the Charles Weidman Theatre 
and madrigals choir. Herbert W. 


Dance Co., 


Margaret Hillis’ concert 


Hill, Dartmouth College, is confer- 


encier; Jack Golbert is entertainment director. 





Shepard Traube, who has scheduled a fall revue of a posthumous 


Sigmund Romberg musical, “The G 


irl in Pink Tights,” has instructed 


his attorneys to protest reported plans of 20th Century-Fox to make 


a picture called “Pink Tights.” 


He points out that the legit project 


has been in the works for more than a year and claims he has thus 


established priority on the title or 


one too similar. Renee Jeanmaire 


is signed to star in the stage musical, a yarn about a ballerina. Marilyn 
Monroe has been mentioned as lead of 20th-Fox film. 


Legit 


Bits 


Robert Whitehead may produce !turned to Frisco from a two-week 


“Stars in a Person’s Backyard,” by 
Jay Presson Annual Wash of | 
the Lambs Club will be held July 
26 at the Percy Williams Home, 
E. Islip, L. I “Angelica,” new 


thor of “Time Out For Ginger,” 
produced in the fall by | 
Edward Choate, George Ross and 
Paul Stewart, with the latter as 
Michel Mok planed to 
Europe last Friday (26) for a three- 
vacation During his ab- 


three 
shows, 
“South Pacific,” “King and I” and 
“Me and Juliet,’ with Frank Good- 


handling publicity for the 


E. G. Marshall, male lead in 
“Crucible”: (Martin Beck), was hit 


| with pleurisy over last weekend, 


but went on Monday night (29) just 


with serum, 

Truman Gaige, who was in “Ca- 
Frisco last week, re- 
mains on the Coast, following its 
close. Edwin Lester has signed 
him for a featured role in ‘Kis- 
met,’ which goes into rehearsal in 
three weeks. William Johnson, 
star of “Carousel,” takes a week's 
rest, then flies to St. Louis to do 
the title role at the Muny Opera 
in “Three Wishes for Jamie.” 

Nancy Andrews, who has suc- 
Venuta as the 
Fleurishing mag editoress in ‘Haz- 
el Flagg,” has star billing. Sherry 





the same show, has also been upped | 
to stardom 

Sam Schwartz, currently 
aging “Carnival in Flanders,” 


man- | 
will | 


| be general manager this season for | 


Cheryl Crawford, He has resigned | 
as manager of the Academy of 
Music, Philly Former band- 


Longstreet. 

“The Prescott Proposals.” new 
comedy by Howard Lindsay and 
Russel Crouse, is due for fall pro-| 
duction by Leland Hayward. Mean- 


work on the book for a musical | 
version of the Cleveland Amory 
novel, “The Last Resorts” .. .! 
Mack Gordon wili write the !yrics 
to Jule Styne’s music for “The| 
Great Caresse,”” a musical comedy 
to star Betty and Jane Kean. The 
Show’s book is being written by 
Anita Loos, and Styne and An- 
thony B. Farrell will partner in! 
the production. | 
General manager Max Allentuck | 
and his actress-wife Maureen) 
Stapleton have taken a summer 
place at Shippan Point, Stamford, 
onn. ... Pressagent Bill Fields | 
back on the job this week after 
several days in the hospital at 
Great Barrington, Mass., for treat- | 
ment of an ulcer. His daughter is ' 
in the same hospital with a broken 
pelvis sustained in a fall from a 
horse. 


Fmmett Callahan and bride re-| 


| 
| 
| 





honeymoon spent in Honolulu. Cal- 
lahan is manager of the touring 
“Guys And Dolls.” Louis Lissnere 
acled as company manager in Cal- 
lahan’s absence. 

Arnold B. Horwitt will write the 
lyrics and a composer to be an- 
nounced next week has_ been 


| signed to supply the score for a 


musical, tentatively titled ‘“Penn- 
sylvania Dutch,” to be produced 
by Richard Kollmar and James 
Gardiner, with a book by Joe Stein 
and Will Glickman Contrary 
to reports, Bette Davis and Gary 


Merrill have no legit plans, but 
have bought a place in Maine, 
where they plan to make their 


permanent home, with time out 
for one picture a year... Former 
Broadway producer Mark Marvin 
will present “Devil's General,” 
Starring Trevor Howard, for a pre- 
London tryout opening Aug. 25 in 
Edinburgh. 

Aldrich & Myers have dropped 
their option on “Stockade,” Mark 
Appleman’s dramatization of a 
chapter from the James Jones 
novel, “From Here to Eternity,” 
and the script is being submitted 
around by Maximilian Becker . . . 
“End as a Man,” Calder Willing- 
ham’s dramatization of his own 
novel, is being sent around by 
agent Audrey Wood .. . So far, 
Billy Rose is the only N. Y. theatre 
owner planning to take immediate 
advantage of the new local regu- 
lation permitting the sale of al- 
coholic drinks in legit houses. He'll 
install a bar in the mezzanine 
lounge of his Ziegfeld Theatre. 





Future B’way Openings 


Guys and Dolls (reopening), 46th 
Street, Aug. 10. 


Hazel Flagg (reopening), 
ger, Aug. 24. 


Anna Russell's Little Show, Van- 
derbilt, Sept. 8 


Pin to See the Peep Show, Play- 
yg 


Hellin- 


| house, Sept. 


Carnival in Flanders, 
week of Sept. 28. 

Tea and Sympathy, Barrymore, 
Sept. 30. 


Three Stories High, unspecified 
theatre, Oct. 1. 

Little Hut, Coronet, Oct. 5. : 

Ladies of the Corridor, unspeci- 
fied theatre, Oct. 14. 

Teahouse of the August Moon, 
Martin Beck, Oct. 15. 

Oh Men, Ch Women, unspecified 
theatre, week of Oct. 19. 
~~ Does It, Playhouse, Oc! 

Girl Can Tell, unspecified tliea- 
tre, Oct. 29. 

Solid Gold Cadillac, unspecified 
theatre, Nov. 2. 

Sherlock Holmes, 
theatre, week of Nov. 2. 

Kind Sir, Alvin, Nov. 4 — 

All Summer Long, unspecified 
theatre, week of Nov. 9. 

Black Candle, unspecified the% 
tre, week of Noy. 23. 


Century, 


unspecified 
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‘Superman’ $3,750, D.C; 
‘Widow’ Shy of $18,000 


Washington, June 30. 
Second week of “Man and Super- 
man” at Olney (Md.) Theatre, near 
here, showed an increase at ‘the 


gate with the take up to $3,750. | 


There’s a promising advance sale 
for “School for Scandal,” which 
opens tomorrow (Wed.). _ 

Hit by rain on Sunday night (28), 
“The Merry Widow,” second week's 
attraction of the Washington Festi- 
val at Carter Barron Amphitheatre 
in Rock Creek Park, did a dive at 
the boxoffice. Week's take was a 
little shy of $18,000. 





~ ‘Todd’s ‘Venice’ : 


tinued from page 30 aaa 


——— (ON 





bers have returned. New members, 
however, are George Hall, 
Lightner, Gordon Dilworth, Noella 
Peloquin and Maria Di Girlando. 
Music has a nice lilt and singing 
is generally pleasing. However, the 
Ivrics are at times hard to follow 


300k and tunes are basically the | 


same as last year. Comedy is of a 
lowbrow nature, with Hall doing 
most of the clowning, 
Visual highlights are 
and fascinating. These include 
Raoul Pene DuBois’ sets and 
scenery. Of a more spectacular na- 
ture are the water tableau, which 
didn’t come off at last year’s open- 
ing; the frantic first-act closer, 
with fireworks, stirring musical ac- 
companiment 


numerous 


floats, fireworks, a mermaid swim- 
ming in a fish ball (an old Todd 
gimmick) and a windup smoke- 


Fred | 


and an action-full | 
stage; and the finale, spotlighting | 


| ‘Park’ Sluggish $15,500 
In Its Tordnto Stanza 


Toronto, June 30. 

Starring Virginia Haskins and 
James Hawthorne, first presenta- 
,tion here of “Up in Central Park” 
did a disappointing $15,500 as 
second Melody Fair production of 
the tent setup at the Canadian Na- 
tional Exhibition, with the 1,800- 
seater scaled at $3.40 top. 

Current “One Touch of Venus,” 
with Jacqueline James, Jim Haw- 
thorne, Teddy Hart and Nina Oli- 
vette, has a $7,500 advance. Danc- 
ers are Bettina Rosay and Duncan 
Noble, latter in the original Broad- 
Way production. “‘Melody Fair” 14- 
week season has Leighton K. Brill 
executive producer; Ben Kam- 
sle r general manager; Bertram 
Yarborough director, and Ar 
thur Lief as musical director 


as 
as 


as 


Faces $71,200, Chi; 
‘Joey’ $30,800 


Chicago, June 30 
Legit trade trudges at medium 
pace, with hot weather and the 
barns doing their bit to keep things 
sluggish Conventioneers have 
been giving thin biz a slight hypo. 
but the general picture is nsh. 
Twofers continue to promote the 
survival of ‘Maid in the Ozarks,” 
and word-of-mouth has been aid- 
ing “Pal Joey” and ‘‘New Faces.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
Maid in the Ozarks, Selwyn (8th 
| Wk) ($4.20; 1,000). Secure via two- 
for-one policy with $10,500. 
New Faces, Great Northern (9th 


‘Dolls’ $33,235, Frisco: 
‘Carousel’ Sock 416 


San Francisco, June 30. 
| “Carousel” moved into stil! high- 
‘er brackets for its fourth week at 
the Curran. “Guys and Dolls” also 
concluded its fourth frame at the 
| Geary to upped biz. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Carousel, Curran (4th wk) (M- 
$4.80; 1.775) (Jan Clayton, William 
Johnson). Up to a sock $41.000 


Guys and Dolls, Geary ‘4th wk 
M-$4.80; 1,550) (Paméla_ Britton 
Charles Fredericks Up a bit to} 


99 99Fc 
DII,290 


Banana’ $30,800, 
Waltz’ 526, L. A. 


Los Angeles, June 30 
id 
Legit attendance generally held 
about even here last week, with two 


new shows bowing in. two shutter- 
ing and one continuing Arrivals 
were a Coast production of “Mister 
Roberts,” opening last Thursday 
night (25) at the Las Palmas. and 
Maurice Schwartz’ “God, Man and 
| Satan,” starting the same night at 
the C Playhouse. Closing 
“Top Banana,” which broke up at | 
the Biltmore after a season's tour, | 
and Schwartz’ “Hard to Be a Jew 
(Continuing is the Civie Light 
Opera revival of “Great Waltz,” 
the Philharmonic. 

Estimates for Last Week 

| Great Waltz, Philharmonic Aud 
| (3d wk) ($4.80; 2,670). Up a trifle 
| to $52,000. 

Mister Roberts, Las Palmas (Ist 
| wk) ($3.60; 500). Opened Thursday 


4 


° ’ ore 
vit f MA re 


wie 


at 


screen. | wk) ($5.00; 1,600). Needing help} night (25) and drew $2,200 for first | 
Another visual treat is the re-| at $21,200. | four performances. | 

volving stage, which enables| Pal Joey, Schubert ($5.00; 2,100)| Top Banana, Biltmore (4th wk 

DuBois to switch from a ballroom | (6th wk) ‘Harold Lang). $30,800. | ($4.80: 1,636).. Skidded a bit to, 


to a market place with complete 
ease. Incidentally, in the initial 
showing of the ballroom set a bar- 
rage of bubbles are let loose in a 
magnificent display. James Ny- 
gren’s choreography fills the bill, 
while revised book by Ruth and 
Thomas Martin is of an inconse- 
quential nature. 

In the specialty vein, 
Royce continues to amaze custom- 
ers with her trained doves, while 
ballerina Gloria Gilbert spins 
around the stage dazzlingly. Col- 
orfully adding to the proceedings 
are the several gondolas used. 

Standout among the singers are 
Thomas Hayward (Mario) and Nola 
Fairbanks (Ciboletia). Also turning 
in good jobs are Jack Russell (the 
Duke), Dilworth (Caramello) 
Guen Omeron (Barbara). Among 
the more tuneful numbers are 
“Marrying,” “We Always Get Our 
Man,” “Ni-nana,” “Don’t Speak to 
Me of Love” and “I Can't Find My 
Wife.” However, the distance be- 


tween stage and audience makes | 


audibility a little difficult. Director 
Samuel Liff does an exceptional 
job in moving over 100 performers 
about the stage. 

First-night press list, put 
through a wringer at last year’s 
“Venice” opening, had no_ beef 


coming this time. Todd went all! 


out in feteing the crix and VIP 
contingent on preem night. Pro- 
ducer shelled out over $3,000 in 
catering to approximately 
guests, who were transported to 
and from Jones Beach via a fleet 


of about 30 limousines. Todd also | 


threw a feed for the guests at the 
beach’s New Marine Dining Room. 
Incidentally, restaurant has added 
a special theatre buffet supper to 
its regular menu. Giving special 
sendoffs to the Todd enterprise 
curing opening night’s intermis- 
sion were George Jessel and Park 
Commissioner Robert Moses. Todd 
also came on for a bow and a 
choice little speechlet. Jess. 


Jacob’s Pillow Fest Bows 
12th Season in Mass. 


Lee, Mass., June 30. 

Ted Shawn will open the 12th 
season of his Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Festival here this Friday-Saturday 
‘3-4). Opening bill will offer the 
Lester Horton Dance Theatre Co., 
of Hollywood; La Meri, and guest 
ballet stars Melissa Hayden and 
Michael Maule. Bills will be 
cnanged weekly, with different art- 
ists as well as programs. Total of 
©l performances to be given this 
“immer, through Sept. 5. 








‘Drunkard’s 21st Birthday 


Mart, starts its 21st consecutive 
‘T Monday (6). 
lildred Ilse production hasn't 


sed a performance in 20 years. 


Ve 
. 


mi 


Rosita | 


and | 


200 | 


“The Drunkard,” at the Theatre | 





‘Blossom Time’ Slow 326 
For Pitt Stadium Stanza 


Pittsburgh, June 30. 

“Blossom Time,” with Robert 
|, Weede and Robert Rounseville, 
dipped to $32,000 last week at the 
Pitt Stadium. Civie Light Opera 
| Assn. musical, however, got a bad 
break Friday (26), which is usually 
best night of the week at the 
Stadium, when it poured almost up 
to the opening curtain. 


Current attraction is “Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes,” with Kyle 
McDonnell, Holly Harris, Dick 
Smart and Anita Alvarez, latter 


from the original Broadway pro- | 
ayed the legit | 


| duction. “Blondes” p 
Nixon downtown for two weeks 
just a little more than a year ago. 


—_——________ 


Barn Biz 


Continued from page 49 











| 





shared acclaim with local singer 
| Betty Phillips, in the Lily Vanessi 
spot, for outstanding performances. 

Choreography for all shows is 
being handled by Aida Broadbent 
of Hollywood and wardrobe is de- 
| signed in Toronto by former Van- 
ccouverite Stuart McKay. 

“Kate” runs until July 6, fol- 
lowed by “Rose Marie” and “Desert 
Song” for one week each and 
“Carousel” for two. 


New Hampshire Barns Tee Off 
Manchester, N. H., June 30 
The curtain went up on New 


Hampshire's barn season a week | 


|ago (22), when the Hutchinson 
| Summer Theatre, in Raymond, and 
|}the Hampton Summer Theatre 
fron their debut. The Hutchin- 
son's initial presentation was a 


| dance revue, which is being fol- | 


| lowed this week by three one-act 

| plays. The Hampton barn made its 

| bow with Lucie Lancaster in 

| Gearge Kelly’s comedy, “The Fatal 
Weakness.” 

Opening yesterday (Mon.) were 
the Lakes Region Playhouse in 
Gilford, New Hampshire’s only star 

| system theatre, and the Keene 
Summer Theatre. Gilford has Ed- 
ward Everett Horton in ‘Nina.’ 
| Keene started off with “Lo and 
| Behold,” by John Patrick, which is 
| to continue through July 11. 

| The Peterborough Players bow 
| tomorrow (Wed.) with “Peg O’ My 
Heart,” featuring Rosanna Cox. 
The Peterborough group will give 
performances Wednesday to Satur- 
day nights, through Aug. 29. 

On July 10, the Meadow Hearth 
Theatre in Hopkinton, operated by 
Grace and Kurt Graff, will make its 
1953 bow with two one-act operas 
in English, “Gianni Schicchi”’ and 
“L'Heure Espagnole,” 

The Chase Barn Playhouse in 
Whitefield begins an eight-week 
run July i4 with “Lo and Behold.” 
“Affairs of State” will be the 
curtain-raiser at the Eastern Slope 
| Theatre in North Conway, 





$30,800 for the finale, bringing the | 


P ® take a vacation before heading to! 
four week total to $128,000. That | ee York ny — Pcie Tha 
ended the tour which lost about}, . : . 

: | air é ‘te é i yarty Sat 
| $30,000 and left the $210,000 pro- Bl ir was fe ted at a party Satu 
— | day (27) hosted by Richard Rodvers 
duction $65,000 in the red. How- and Oscar Hammerstein 2d at the 
| ever, there's a possibility that some | Theratan Cadillac Hotel he on 
| of the coin may be recouped on a|’ Jeanne Bal takes over the role 
| proposed film edition. lfor the remaining eig elke 
‘ Page “pate ' ks | i g eight weeks of 
} Ged, Man Ne age eS lay- ithe run at the 2,050-seat Shubert 
| house ($3.60; 376). New Maurice |) which is virtually sold out Top 
Schwartz production premiered ducats are $4.80. 
| Thursday night (25), with first four | : 4 
performances getting about $1,600 | ieee Miia Gil 
si CN” Pasa en Ripon’ eatwave s Hub 
| | Boston, June 30 
‘BEST FOOT’ 35 R00 FOR Heatwave knocked the prop 
‘ from under “South Pacific’ in 
sixth and final weck at the 2.900 


FIRST WEEK IN DALLAS 


Dallas, June 30. 

| “Best Foot Forward,” second in- 
door staging of the °53 State Fair |} 
| Musicals season, drew $35,800 from 
20,200 payees for its first week 
through Sunday (28). Figure is net 
Federal amusements tax is 
|again exempt here. Cast includes 
| costars Joan Bennett and Debbie 
Reynolds, backed by Lew Parker, 
Alice Pearce and Laurel Shelby. 
With fat advance sale for the two- 
week run, cued by film name leads, 
revival is expected to get a heavy 


| 
| 


as 


attendance this week in the air- | 
conditioned Auditorium. 
Jose Ferrer and Lisa. Kirk 





started rehearsals yesterday ‘Mon.) 
| for “Kiss Me, Kate,” third summer 
staging, set for July 6-19. 





“Student Prince’ $59,000 
| In Boff K.C. Getaway 


Kansas City, June 30. 
| “Wizard of Oz” 
Theatre patrons into the second 
| week of the al fresco season in| 
| Swope Park as it opened last night 
|(Mon.) to another sellout house, | 
second in as many weéks. Cast is 
| led by Jo Sullivan, in her first role | 
|here, with Lou Seiler, Richard 
! Wentworth, Jack Eddleman, Eliza- | 
| beth Watts, Joseph Macaulay, 
Martha Rosenquist and Earle Mac- 
Veigh in support. 

“Student Prince,” as season 
closed out a week's run! 
of | 


took Starlight 





opener, 


| Sunday night (28) with gross 
| the past two seasons. This came 
despite a Saturday night downpour, 
when rain-checks were given to 
6,500 people after showers inter- 
rupted first hour of the show. 


‘Kentuckian’ $17,200 
Louisville, June 30. 
The Tall Kentuckian,” with 
Royal Dano and Louisa Horton in 





' dismal] 


| Giant 


‘Summer Slump Clobbers B’way Biz; 


Brynner $45,700: 








‘Cyrano’ Good $42,000 


St. Louis, June 30 

Battling a continued heatwave 

Cyrano De Berge * wound uy 
| k 7 ft I t if t? ¢ NTur 1 l 

Theatre Assn’s Al Fres | 
in Forest Park Sunday " 
good $42,000. Ralph Herbei vii 
soprano Anne Bollinger and Don 
ald Clarks red in lead role 
Standouts in support were Robert 
Pasterne, Edwin Steffe and Dori 
Patson 

: Rio R ta.” presente d five time 
previous!y here has been vived 
for the current attraction, tecing 
off a seven-night tand last night 
Mon with 8.500 custom: on 
deck. Walter ¢ ell. Elaine Mal 
bin Ollie Franks, Paul Gilbert and 
Colee Worth are in lead role 
along with the dance team of Pat 


ricia & Capella 


SP’ $40,900, Det: 


$34,600, Boston 


Detroit, June 30 
“South Pacific’ grossed $40,900 
in the sixth and last week of Janet 
Blair's appearance here as Ensign 
Nellie Forbush She's been with 
“SP” nearly three years, and will 


seat Opera House, skidding to $34 
600 plus 


However, musical wound its ¢ 


week stint here on the profit side 
with previous weeks each well 
over $50,000 House was scaled 
at $4.80 top 


‘Carnival’ Drab $9,000 
in Its Philly Bowout 


Philadelphia, June 30 
After three successive weeks of 
boxoffice returns, “Carni- 
val in Flanders” gave up the strug 
gle last Saturday evening (27) and 
cancelled the remaining _ half 
week run at the Forrest Local 


|Shubert management notified pres: 


all ticket: 
days would 
boxoffice 


broadcasters that 
purchased for three 
be redeemed at the 
Local gimmick of First-Nighters 
‘lub, cutrate plan which permits 
selected subscribers to attend fal 
tering plays for $1, plus 90c tax 
provided bylk of attendance for 
“Carnival.” Departure of musical 
ends season here, with nothing 
listed for local houses until La- 
bor Day ‘Sept. 7) when “Take a 
Step” relights the Locust 
Victor Borge's return booking is 
set for the Forrest Sept. 21, and 
“Oklahoma” is pencilled in at the 


and 


| Shubert for a September booking 


with date not definite. 
Estimate for Last Week 
Carnival in Flanders, Forrest 
3d wk) (1.760; $6.50) (‘Dolores 
Gray, John Raitt), Musical fell flat 
on kickoff and never got off 
ground. Drab $9,000. Show is fig- 


+| $59,000, one of the top figures of! ured to have lost $60,000 to $80.- 


000 on the three-week tryout here 





‘Ladies’ in Losing Battle 
With 5G Omaha Repeat 


Omaha, June 30. 
“Good Nite Ladies’ made its 
second swing through here inside 
1€ months and found it a losing 
battle. 
Even twofers couldn't offset blis- 





the leads, pulled in $17,200 during | 


Figure was 





Amphitheatre here. 


| $2,200 more than the 

| week's take. 

| Play is in its third and final 
week. The regular Amphitheatre 


season opens July 13 with Patricia 
| Morison in “Kiss Me, Kate.” 


its second week at the Iroquois | 


opening :Omaha Theatre, 


tering from press (for second time 
and troupe finished with $5,000 for 
five shows (20-23) at the 2,100-seat 

scaled at $4.20 
Outfit fared hetter at McCook’s 
| Fox (24) and North Platte’s Audi- 
ltorium (25) as it headed for Den- 
first legit com- 


| ver. “Ladies” was 
| pany to hit those spots in years. 


In St. Louis Stanza 


‘Hazel’ 276, Exits: 
‘Angels’ $16,400, ‘Crucible $9.90) 


* After an unsteady, generally de- 
clining course for the last couple 
of months, business ! tlie Ca- 


onal skids on Broadway tast week. 


irtually all but the solid 
ot clipped as atten ¢ 

ently off, sagging 
the latter part of the weel 

From present = indi id 
I t precedent, the a \ «a 

on the chin even more verely 
h week especiall e 
eekend, when there w ably 

heavy holid: ( (or 
ditions are expected ) ‘ 4 
through July and inte the first 
week in August, but ould pick 
up in mid-August 

There were two clo and 
one withdrawal last week \lis- 
alliance” and “Time Out for Gin- 
! shuttered, ane (suvs and 
Dolls” vacated town tor a six-week 
engagementin Washington South 
Pacific’ reopened Monday night 
>) at the Broadway {ter 3 iN 
week stand in Bo azel 
I ih lay off next Sature (4), 
but reopens Aug. 24 

Estimates for This Week 

Key * i Comedy), D Dre a), 
CD (Comedy Drama), R Reimie), 
MC’ (Musical Comedy), MD ¢\Mitst 
cal Drama), O (Opera) 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, fo top prices; 
number of seats, capecityu gross and 

| stars Price includes 20° amuse- 
ment tar, but yrosses dre net: te., 
exclusive of tax 

| Can-Can, Shubert (8th wk) «MC- 
$7.20 1361; $50,160) Sellout 
1 $50,700 (previous week, $50,900), 
Crucible, Beck 23a wk) (D- 
$4.60; 1.214; $28,000 Over $9,900 
on twofers (previous eek, $13,- 
BOO) 

Dial M for Murder, Piyiniouth 
35th wk) (1D-$4 80; 1.062. $29 815) 
Maurice Evans) Neal $23 000 
(previous week, $26 400 

Fifth Season, Cort (23d wk) «Cc 
$4.80: 1,056 $25,277) Vienasha 
Skulnik, Richard Whort) (over 
$20,000 (previous week, $21,000); 
has been overquoted recently 

Guys and Dolls, 46th St. :id6th 
wk) MC-$6.50: 1319 $43. 904) 
Over $33,500 (previous weck, $43.- 
300); pulled out last Saturday (27) 
for a six-week enpgipemenil in 
Washington, but re re here 
Aus. 10 

tazel) Flagg, Hellinges (20th 
wh MC'-$7.20 1.52% $53 000) 
(Helen Gsallaghe rhomas 
Mitchell, John Howard, Jack Whit- 
ins! Nancy Andrew Sherry 
North) Almost $27. 000 (previous 
week, $32,500); shutter Saturday 

j night (4), but will resume Aup. 24. 

King and J, St. James (118th wk) 
(MC-$7.20; 1,571; $51,717 ‘Yul 
Brynner), Nearly $45.700 with 


Brynner back from vacation ‘pre- 
vious week, $45,000). 


Me and Juliet, Maje:tice (5th wk) 


(MC-$7. 20; 1,510; $58,000). Almost 
$58.400 again 

Misalliance, Barryvinere 9th 
who (C-$3: 1,060; $24,996 Almost 
$12. 100 on twofers (previous week 


$11,600); closed last Saturday night 
(27) after 147 performances tin- 
cluding the original envayvement at 
the NY. City Center) for about an 
even break: may tour in the tall 
My 3 Angels, Morosco (16th wk) 


C-$4.80; 935: $24.252). Nearly 

$16,400 ‘previous week, $19 800) 
Picnic, Music Box Bih wk) 

((*1)-$6-$4. 80, 997; $27.534 Almost 


$27.800 ‘previous week, $27,800 

Porgy and Bess, Ziegfeld (16th 
wk) (O-$6; 1,628; $48.244). Nearly 
$27,000 excluding tax, which the 
non-profit show retains ‘previous 
week, $31,700) 

Seven Year Itch, Fulton (32d 
wk) (C-$6-$4.80; 1.09% %94.400) 
Tom Ewell). Almost $24,700 (pre- 
cious week, $24,700) 

Time Out for Ginger, Tvceum 
30th wk) (C-$4.80: 995: $22 845) 
Melvyn Douglas). Just over $11- 
000 (previous week, $11 600): closed 
last Saturday night (27) after 238 
performances, at a profit of about 
$5000 on $50.000 investment; 
will tour next fall. 

Wish You Were Here. Tinperial 
(53d wk) (MC-$7.20; 1.409; $52,080) 
Over $41,700 ‘previous week, $43,- 
900). 

Wonderful Town, Winter 
den (18th wk) (MC-$7.20; 1.510; 
$54.173) (Rosalind Russell). Over 
$55.200 (previous week, $55 200), 

REOPENING THIS WEEK 

South Pacific, Broadway (214th 
wk) (MC-86-$4.80; 1,900; $49,000) 
‘Martha Wright. George Britton), 
Rodgers & Hammerstein, Logane 
Havward production of the Rode 
gers - Hammerstein -Logan smash 
resumed Monday night (29) in this 
larger house at reduced scale for 

} Monday -through-Friday night, 


its 


Gar- 
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Center Bullish Despite 1006 Nick; 


Drive Hits 1326; Operetta Co. 


The N. Y. City Center of Drama |talking to 


& Music will enter its 10th year | 
next season (it opened Dec. Ait, 
43) on an upbeat note Its first 


public drive for funds hit the $132.- 
000 mark last weekend; certain Ol 
ganizations have exore ed willing 
ness to give it assistance and 
there’s strong likelll that in 
the fall. after the mayoralty e 
tion, the cit) which owns the City 
Center building? will cut its 1 omtal 
charge which now runs to 
$35,000 nominal $l 
(same i with the othe CiVie 
houses, like the Brooklyn Academy 


of Music) 


100d 


1ec 


about 


annually) to a 


Org, which did a little over $1 
800.000 biz for the ‘52-53 season 
lost about $100,000 fof which $40 
000 was dropped last summer on 


its ballet troupe’s tour of Europe) 
Lincoln Kirstein, who just finished 


his first year as general director 
of the Center, is pleased with the 
season just ended, and busy with 
plans for the future The drama 
season was the best they ever had 
Kirstein said, the ballet was first 
rate. and opera was enormously 
improved. Artistically, he thought 
i. was the most Successful year In 


the Center's history 

The Genter produced 16 new bal 
lets during the '52-'53 season; six 
new opera productions, and three 
new plays “What other 
the country could match that,” Ki 
stein asked. 

Support on the Center's first 
public pitch for funds, he said, has 


outfit in | 
| for 


been remarkable. There are 12 
unions in the house, and each one 
contributed to the = drive. The | 
American Federation of Musicians 
gave $2,500. There were 50 indi 

viduals who gave $250 or more; | 
about 1,500 people gave’ under | 


$200. It indicated the warmth of 
regard New York holds for the Cily 
Center 

Oops, Sorry! 

Worst mistake of the season, Kit 
stein confessed, was upping the top 
from $3.60 to $4. The 40c differ 
ence, he said, was disastrous. Top 
goes back now to $3.60. The opera 
troupe, he added, shouldn't have 
played concurrently, as it did for 
three weeks, with the Metropolitan 
A seven-wecek fail opera season was 
too long; so was the 12-week wintet 
ballet season (plus six more in 
spring) 

The Center will open '53-54 with 
an opera season of tive weeks, start- 
ing Oct. 5 
four five weeks. Fall season will 
present a new work in the Kafka- 
von Einum “The Trial,” staged by 
Otto Preminger; a new production 
of “Hansel and Gretel,” a 
of “Rigoletto” and return of the 
Fujiwara Co. of Japan in “Butter- 
fly." Next 
preems of Bellini’s “Somnambula” 
and Offenbach’'s “Grand Duchess of 
Gerolstein.” 

Ballet season will open at Xmas 
with a new, three-act “Nutcracker,” 
choreographed by George’ Balan- 
chine, the first time an American 
company has ever done a full, eve- 
ning length work. New works by 
Jerome Robbins and Frederick 
Ashton are also promised. The 
drama season is vague at the mo 
ment, but Kirstein would like to 
do a spring season of Shakespeare 
and Shaw again, with Albert Marre 
directing Included would be a 
Shaw double-bill, “Man of Destiny” 
and “Great Catherine.” 

Light Opera Co. 

Kirstein is also mulling a fourth 
division (in addition to opera, bal- 
let and drama) to make the Center 

D2 This would be 


a 52-week venture. 
aN. Y. Light Opera Co. He's been 


the 
| demolition of 


Opera troupe will then | 


revival | 


spring's plans include | 








WANTED 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


Showbusiness experience required. 


Knowledge Spanish and French essen- 
tial. Pleasant working conditions. 
Good salary. Box 63053, Variety, 154 
W. 46th St.. New York 36, N. Y. 








Robert Breen about 


heading it up, and Breen is mulling | 


Gee to Rep Col Artists 


Columbia Artists Mgt. has ap- 
| pointed Celebrity Concerts of Win- 


nipeg, headed by A. K. Gee, as its | 


/western Canada representatives. 
| Columbia has had no Canadian rep 
before. 
| The 


Gee office offers concert 
courses throughout the Canadian 
midwest and far west, and has 


utilized many Columbia artists. 


it over. Old revivals like ‘‘Merry 
Widow” and “Blossom Time” 
would be tabu; Kirstein has in| 
mind revivals of works by such 


present-day composers as 
& Hammerstein “y 
This 


Rodgers 
arousel,”’ etc.). 
100G loss is the 

has ever exper! 
tein regards 


eason’s 

largest the Center 
enced But Kil 
non-profit Center operation as a 
tate theatre, a public service sy 

tem, like the Met Opera, N. Y. Phil 
harmonic, Public Library or Metro 
politan Museum of Art, and en 
titled to deficit financing like the 
others On a $2,000,000 budget, 
giving 36 weeks of entertainment 
at popular prices, the Center 
hould be allowed to drop $100,- 
000, says Kirstein. It costs the Cen- 


the 


ter $6,500 a night to put on an 
opera; $4,800 for ballet; $3,000 for 
drama 


TIMES SQUARE LEGITER 
DUE UNDER NEW CODE 


Construction of a new § legit 
house taking advantage of the re- 
vised local building code, is planned 
for the northeast corner of Sixth 
Avenue and 46th St., N.Y. Present 
idea is to have a stage large enough 
the presentation of musical 
shows, with provision fod television 
production and the latest develop 
ments in 3-D and widescreen films. 

Sigfried Malm & Associates has 
engaged the architectural-engineer- 
ing firm of John & Drew Eberson 
to draw up plans for the project. 
Intention is to have the theatre as 
part of an office building and 
garage up to the zoning limit of 14 
stories as provided in the recently 
enacted municipal building law 

No specific date is announced for 
start of construction, or for 
the buildings now 
occupying the site 


Berkshire Fest Sales Up; 
2 Operas Commissioned 


Lenox, Mass., June 30. 

The Berkshire Music 
Tanglewood here, has commis- 
sioned two young American com- 
posers to write operas for it. Op- 
era director Boris Goldovsky 
nounced that Leonard Rosenman, 
of N. Y., and Louis Mennini, of 
Rochester, have each received $750 


commissions, and will be guests of | 


the Center this summer while 
working on their operas. Center 
starts its 11th annual six-week ses- 
sion next Sunday (5). 

Meantime, Boston Symphony 
Orchestra manager George E. 
Judd announced that the sale of 
tix for the 1953 Berkshire Festival 
has passed 1952's mark, with $59,- 
000 of subscription sales already in. 
These are for the three series of 
BSO concerts July 31l-Aug. 1-2; 
Aug. 7-8-9. and Aug. 14-15-16, 


Current Road Shows 
(June 29-July 11) 

Carnival in Flanders (Dolores 
Gray, John Raitt) (tryout)—For- 
rest, Philly (29-1). Reviewed in 
VARIETY June 10, °53). 

Good Nite, Ladies—Aud., Den- 
ver (29-1); Capitol, Salt Lake City 
(3-11) 

Guys and Dolls ‘(B'way 
National, Wash. (29-11). 


Guys and Dolls (Touring Co.)—)| 


Fox-Arlington, Santa Barbara (29- 
1): Biltmore, L. A. (2-11). 

Maid in the Ozarks—Selwyn, Chi 
(29-11). 

New Faces—Great Northern, Chi 
(29-11). 

Pal Joey ‘Harold Lang!)— Shu- 
bert, Chi (29-1). 

South Pacific (Janet Blair. Webb 
Tiltoa’!—Shubert, Detroit (29-11). 

















CAB CALLOWAY 


“Porgy and Bess”’ 
16th Week ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 





Srortin’ Life 





"Cab Callowa 
tion— heroica! 





if 


& Sportin’ Life is a marvelous crea- 
wicked, magnetic .. .” 
Brooks Atkinson, N. Y. Times 

















Mgt.: BILL MITTLER, 1619 Broadway, New York 





Center, at | 


an- | 


Co.) — | 
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Barn Reviews | 





— Continued from page 50 
ican citizens to British subjects 
and moved the first World Wat 


background to the present Commu- 


nistic situation. Scenes are laid in 
London and Prague. Story unfolds 
tale of two English twin sisters 
separated by the marriage of one 


at an early age to a German. Male 
offspring of each bear an almost 
twin-like resemblance. This sim- 
ilarity provides-foundation for the 
Story. 

Elsie Ferguson, returning to the 
stage for the second time in 23 
years, proves to be a fine trouper. 
With her throaty voice, she lends 
life and character to the dual rofe 
After a faltering start in the first 
scene, due to the superfluous dia- 
log, she swings into a feeling por- 
trait of the German-married twin 
sister in the second scene. Anthony 
Kemble Cooper keeps par with the 
star in the double role of the easy- 
going English pilot captain and the 


goose-stepping Nazi, turned Com- 
mie agent. William Miles has di- 
rected with a sure hand. Russ. 


One Thing After 
Another 
Westport, Conn., 


Straw Hat Theatre 
vue in two acts (19 scenes), with 
and lyrics by Elizabeth Berryhill. music 
by Gordon Connell; additional sketches 
and lyrics, David Fulmer, Betty Hirsh 
field, John Tomaschke; additional music 
| Kathryn Bailey, Maurice Engleman. Di 
rected by Miss Berryhill. Musical direc 
tion, Connell; musical numbers staged by 
Jeannde Taylor Herst; decor, Tomaschke 
assistant Ralph Headrick,; costumes, 
Carol 


2 


June 29> 


Inc., production of re 


Brumm; piano accompaniment, 
| Roslyn Frantz, John Price. At Westport | 
¢ Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn., June | 

3. °S3 

With Louis Bennett, Elizabeth Berry 
| hill, Carol Brumm, Betty Cole, Jane Con 
|} nell, Gordon Connell, Robert Cowell 
| Marv Madigan William Rush, John 


Tomaschke, Peter 


Turgeon 


This summer's eastern jaunt of 
the original California Straw Hat- 
ters, the Univ. of California Alum- 
ni revue group which 
a Coast institution since it was or- 


ganized in ‘46, should be a wel- 
;come event to the barn trade. 
“One Thing After Another,” 
| practically the fifth anniversary 
| show the troupe put on in San} 
Francisco, has enough among. its 
28 items to entertain the stole- 
and-slack set on this seaboard. 
| Strawhatters have no _ illusions 
| about Broadway. They've come 


| cross-country to open new markets 
| for their material. Considering the 
|;modest unit, they should do well 
;here and for the 10 subsequent 
| weeks booked. 
| California collaborators—there 
|are 10 onstage and four others in 
|the company—display a diverting 
| assortment of talents in a friendly 
|sort of satirical revue. Elizabeth 
| Berryhill, who authored most. of 
| the sketches and lyrics, and Gor- 
|}don Connell, composer, impress 
| additionally as key performers. 
| Visitors’ Hollywood proximity 
t apparently two swipes at films 
Better of these is “Desert Passion.” 
|a smart takeoff of early talking 
pictures with their sound-track 
woes. In the second act there a 
poke at loud screen music that 
doesn't wear well. First sketch 
is the stronger, with such recom- 
, mendables as “Music From the 
| Dead Masters,” a funny mixed 
choral society routine and “The 
Back Page,” a Fourth Estate bit. 
Best of the closing half are 
“We're Coming Out,” a debutante 


/number, and “Jam_ Session” a 
iclever Elizabethan horn quartet 
}episode. In addition to the re-| 


prised title tune, the most poten- | 


| tial of the songs is the romantic 
“Never Was Such a Day.” com- 
_posed by Maurice Engleman. 

By this time. of Gourse, 
| Berryhill knows her associates 
cold and virtually all have their 
high times. Jane Connell is a par- 


Miss 


ticularly effective comedic mime. 
Carol Brumm as a class satirist 
and Betty Cole as a dancer. Miss 


Brumm aléo takes care of the cos- 
tumery. Another doubler is John 


Tomachke, a straight in a number | 
for | 


of skits and also 
the effective 


responsible 


picture-frame decor 


Roslyn Frantz and John Price are} 


a busy 
pit team 
Straw Hat Theatre, Inc., is a co- 
op, all in the company being share- 
before coming east. Elem. 


and competent two-piano 


sketches | 


has become | 


}terprets 





| 


Off-B’way Show 





School For Seandal 


| Terese Hayden (in association with 
Liska March?) presentation of comedy in 
‘three acts by Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
Directed by Miss Hayden. Setting by Wil 


liam and Jean Eckart At Theatre De 
Lys, N. Y., June 23, ’53; $3 top. 

Lady Sneerwell Sara Seegar 
MUN Fcc chee ane cents Sidney Armus 
Joseph Surface David Stewart 
Maria Eva Stern 
Mrs. Candour Joanna Roos 
Crabtree Leo Lucker 
Sir Benjamin Backbite Leon Janne 
Sir Peter Teazle John Heldabrand 
Rowley Richard Postor 
Lady Teazle’s Servant Melissa Weston 
Lady Teazle Patricia Neal 
Sir Oliver Surface Howard Caine 
Moses William Myers 
Trip Vivian Matalon 
Charles Surfas Leo Penn 
Careless Orson Bean 
Sir Harry Bumpet Robert Di Martino 


Joseph's Servant Milton Carney 


Terese Hayden has come up with 
a dud in her production of “Schoo! 
For Scandal,” third in the four- 
week series of plays being put on 


by the producer-director at the 
Theatre De Lys, in Greenwich 
| Village. Stage limitations, inad- 


equate characterizations and the 
wordiness of the play are the prime 
detrimental factors Also the 
comedy of this classic Restoration 
piece has become somewhat anitl- 
quated, lacking in bounce 

Richard Brinsley Sheridan's dia- 
log is, at times, hard to follow, 
partially because of the play- 
wright’s tendency to be 
and partially because of 
of some of the cast to properls 
accentuate their lines. However, 
some of the vock value in this gibe 
at gossip mongers does manage to 
register. 

Howard Caine, Joanna _ Roos, 
Sara Seegar and Leo Lucker give 
polished performances. Latter 
three are cast as instigators of 
scandal, while the first portrays the 
wealthy Sir Oliver Surface. Patricia 
Neal makes a nice appearance but 
is a little too flamboyant as Lady 
Teazle. John Heldabrand, as her 
| husband, doesn’t look the part. but 
| gives understanding to the role. 

Leon Janney, as another name- 
thrower, scores with some good 
laugh sequences, stemming largely 
from his extremely effeminate 
makeup and portrayal. David Stew- 


inability 


art is sufficiently convincing as 
Caine’s conniving nephew, while 
Leo Penn doesn’t completely fill 


the bill as his squandering brother 
Nitery comedian Orson Bean 
doesn't add much to the proceed- 
ings as Careless. Other cast mem- 
bers are generally satisfactory. 
Miss Hayden fails to click with 
any noticeable directorial touches 
| while William and Jean Eckart 
apparently find it impossible to 
jump the small stage hurdle in 
designing the sets for the comedy. 
| Stagehands were in full view of the 








|audience during certain scene 

shifts opening night. Jess. 
Legit Followup 

| The Crucible 

(MARTIN BECK, N. Y.) 

| A new, taut production of “The 

| Crucible’ has resulted from Ar- 


| thur Miller's re-staging of this top- 
j ical play about the witchcratt triads 
|}in Salem. In this version, Boris 
Aronson's sets are replaced by 
, drapes and a light-flooded cyclo- 
rama. E. G. Marshall plays the 
leading role of Proctor, vacated by 
Arthur Kennedy; Del Hughes re- 
places Marshall as the Rev. John 
Hale, and a new scene is inserted 
at the beginning of the second act. 

With these changes, the play 
seems better, stronger and more 
poetic than in the former staging 
by Jed Harris. Faced with a much 


move his characters, Miller has not 
| yet mastered some of the techni- 
calities of directing, for at times 
his grouping is awkward and his 
|; moves unmotivated. But more than 
compensating for that is the ac- 
tors’ reading of the lines, which 
impress aS more pufigently deliv- 
ered and with the Biblical quality 
underlined. Lines and action stand 
out more starkly against the plain 
cyclorama, the total effect being 
less realistic, more heightened. 
Whole production seems to be 
,/more fluid and faster-moving. 
Marshall is standout as the stal- 
wart, honest hero, and by bringing 
more strength to the role than did 
Kennedy, convinces that this is the 
pivotal role, not the part of Hale. 
as some viewers interpreted it pre- 
viously. Possibly Miller intended 
to remedy this by casting Hughes 
in the role of Hale, for Hughes 
gives a more negative portrayal as 
Rev. Hale, whose character para- 


| doxically grows as his self-con- 
fidence diminishes. 
Donald Marye gives an able, 


convincing portrayal of the obse- 
quious Rev. Parris; Ralph Bell in- 
Judge Hawthorne, and 


verbose | 


| belling as 


Chris Gampel plays John Willard 
in other cast changes. ; 

Scene at the beginning of Act 
II, in the woods, deleted in tha 
original production, involves Proc. 
tor and Abigail, the witch-acey.. 


ing wench who loves him. She's 
still most effectively played bh, 
Madeleine Sherwood. A brief 


scene, it rounds out the girl’s char- 
acter, and lends motivation for |,- 
witches those “hypo 
crites” in the town who have criti- 
cized her loose behavior. Grif. 








‘Flanders’ 


aes Continued from 


page 49 





— 
faced with insistence by “Carniva 
management that the contract v 
that show be fulfilled, the “Haz: 
deal was dropped, possibly at 
orders of the CLO boards. } 
agement of “Hazel,” denying 
any discussions of a deal with 
ter had ever taken place, then went 
ahead with the scheduled shutter. 
ing next Saturday at the Hellinger. 


y 


] 
i 

t , 
Les 


With “Carnival” undergoing ex. 


tensive revisions and rehearsals 
Monday (29) and yesterday in 
N. Y., uncertainty about its future 


was heightened by fact that it v 
known to be in financial 


troub 


Because of the big tryout los 
Philly. the show has gone far o 
the budget, and additional co 


was needed to pay the transporta 
tion to the Coast. 


Cost 300G 

Backers were approached about 
putting up more money; lyricist 
Burke and composer Van Heuse 
supplied some personal funds, and 
more was borrowed. As a result 
the project, originally capitalized 
at $250,000 and thus far costing 
about $300,000, was enabled to be 
shipped to the Coast. It 
tomorrow (Thurs.) 
Sunday (5) in L. A. 

Despite frenzied financial status 
of the venture, dating almosi 
from the start, its accounting setup 
is one of the most meticulous in 
Broadway production annals 
Firm doing the acocunting on the 
operation, although new to legit 
has been issuing weekly state- 
ments to the backers since the 
show has been in rehearsal. Latesi 
one, covering the week ended 
June 20, is due late this week 

Coast deal for “Carnival” re 
portedly involves a guarantee of 
$50,000 operating profit for the 
eight-week run, with the show 
paying its approximately $28,000 
round-trip railroading bill out of 
that amount. List of backers of 
the production has not yet been 
released, but reports that Lee 
Shubert, currently in Paris, had 
put up some of the additional 
money for the Coast trip are de- 


leaves 
and is due 


| nied by the management. 


| ographer, with 


larger playing area _in which to’ 


Herbert Fields, with an unof 
ficial assist from his sister Doro- 
thy, is making major book changes 
in the show, George Oppenheimer 
having withdrawn as book author. 
Jack Cole has also exited as chore- 
elen Tamiris tak- 
ing over. Contrary to rumor, 
Dolores Gray is continuing as 
femme lead, costarring with John 
Raitt. However, Roy Roberts has 
succeeded Walter Abel in the 
other leading male role. 

Present intention is to 
“Carnival” back east for a final 
tuneup week or two out of town 
prior to the premiere the week of 
Sept. 28 at the Century, N. Y. 


bring 





‘Volpone,’ Antheil Opera, 
Set for New York Preem 


George Antheil’s new comic 
opera, “Volpone,” will be given its 
New York premiere by Puncit 
Opera at the Cherry Lane Theatre 
in Greenwich Village next Tues- 
day (7). Plan is to run it all sum- 
mer. 

Gordon Myers, bass-baritone, wil! 
play the title role. Others are Wil- 
liard Pierce, John Miller, Richard 
Roussin, Robert Falk, Anietje 
Mather, Martha Moore, Teresa Vi¢- 
toria, William Ross and Ted Hart 
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New Annenberg Pic Mag 

Walter Annenberg, head of Tri- 
gngle Publications, Inc., publisher 
¢ Seventeen, TV Guide, Philadel- 
hia Inquirer, N.Y. Morning Tele- 
raph and Official Detective, will 
come out with a new biweekly pic- 
ture magazine in the fall. Mag will 
try to replace Annenberg’s Click, 
which had a circulation of over 
1,000,000 during the last war, be- 
fore Annenberg killed it in order 
to use its paper supply to set up 
Seventeen. 

Editor of the new mag will be 
FE. Z. Dimitman, now in N.Y. lining 
up a staff. Announcement will be 
made later, indicating name and 
nolicy of the mag, which will be 
published from N.Y, rather than 
from Philly. 





Lucky Bing 


Bing Crosby’s autobiog, “Call 
Me Lucky,” as told to Pete Martin 
published Monday (29) by Simon 


& Schuster, has already sold 156,- 
000 paperbound copies at $1 and 
over 16.000 clothbounds at $3.50. 
The cheaper edition has already 
exceeded the first two printings 
totaling 125.000. First printing of 
the cloth copies was 25.000. 

The autobiog was originally se- 
rialized in the Saturday Evening 
Post. 





Ben Gross’ Autobiog 
N.Y. Daily News’ radio-TV edi- 
Ben Gross is writing his auto- 
biography for Random House pub- 
lication. It takes in his early news- 
paperman days in his native Bir- 
ingham before coming to N.Y. 
Gross is the acknowledged dean 
of radio-TV eds, as long in that post 
as the span of broadcasting, or 
some 30 years. 
Ireland Bans Again 
Erskine Caldwell’s “Southways” 
is among 51 books just banned in 
another sweep by Ireland’s Cen- 
sorship of Publications Board. 
Others include “Sexual Behav- 
jour and the Kinsey Report,” 
Morris L. Ernst and David Loth; 


“The Philanderer,” by Stanley 
Kaufmann and “People and 

ericans,” by Stanley Wade 
Baron, 





Call Me Authoress 
Polly Adler, who makes a big point 


in her current bestseller, ‘‘A House 
is Not a Home” (Rinehart; $4) that 
she likes the billing “call me 

’ is a literati freak. She’s 


getting on-the-level literary inter- 
\ has made personals for 
autographs in N. Y. and L. A. 
bookshops, has had a swank cock- 


tailery thrown for her at “21” 
(which, for a time, didn’t know} 
how to cope with this kind of cul-| 
t | shindig), and finds the N. Y.| 


Times listing her as No. 9 non-fic- 
tion bestseller and accepting paid 


ads The Times at first balked. 
In fact Rinehart’s two-column, 10- 
inches deep ad in that paper on 
Monday (29) quotes the N. Y. 
Times Review's only’ adverse 
criiique in the ad, “Had better 
have been left unrecorded.” 


_ rhe national press has treated 
Miss Adler’s confessional as curi- 
osa Americana. Rinehart says it 
has 45,000 copies (four editions) 
in print, and that it is selling at 
the rate of 5,000 copies a week. 
It doubts Miss Adler will be 
vited on any radio or TV appear- 
ces on panel or book forum 
ws, but it has been discussed 
On this type show. 





‘Queen’ As Author 

Mutual, “Queen For a Day” gets 
i turn bow from one of its former 
Queen winners in “The Evolution 
Of The Theatre,” being written as 
é holastie thesis to be published 
as a book in the fall. The author is 
rs, Jeanette Saquet, of Boston, 


nO Was crowned Queen last July | 


\ 

14 and who last week received a 
Master of education degree in lit- 
erature at Boston State Teachers 
: iege, plus a scholarship to the 
Sorbonne, 
Present 


; status of Mrs. Saquet 


to light as part of a policy 
recently inaugurated by producer 


Jim } lorgan and emcee Jack Bailey 
lowing through on past win- 
I Queens to see how the event 
yy 


enced their subsequent lives. 





_ Thinly-Disguised Huston 
‘iim director John Huston is be- 
noroughly dissected by clinic- 


: linded writers these days. A | 
in a series of New York- 


f ago, 
. azine profiles later compiled 
n\O a book, Lillian Ross offered 
“'O Up as a brilliant charmer try- 
, 0 Infuse vitality into the art- 
; and b.o. film flop, “Red 
; e of Courage.” Now, in 
e Hunter, Black Heart” 
leday; $3.95), New Yorker 
er Peter Viertel offers a 
y-disguised fictional character 
Y Which depicts Huston’s 


mous talent, but also tries to 
‘(ray the man’s subtle complex- 
‘iertel, a film scripter who also 
t éborated with Irwin Shaw on 


by | 


in- | 


vivors,” obviously knows his way 
around show biz. Since he also 


| worked with Huston in doctoring 


the final version of “The African 
Queen,” he should know his way 


duces himself unabashedly in the 
story as the screenwriter, Peter 
Verrill, working in Africa with the 
director, John Wilson, on the fic- 
tional film, “The Trader.” It's a 
highly-absorbing, crisply - written 
book, showing the director as a 
three-dimensional personality, er- 
ratic, gifted, a lady-killer, egotis- 
tically spoiling those on whom he 
| bestows his ephemeral favors 

| Half the fun of reading the novel 
is in attempting to recognize the 
subsidiary film characters who flit 





j through the scenes of big-game 
hunting. If a Hollywood producer 
should now consider doing a film 
version of the novel, his sols 
problem would be that of con- 
vincing Huston to play himself 


in the starring role of Huston 


Ras} 





Big Juve Market 

Having sold 2,000,000 books in 
its Landmark - series, Random 
House is gearing itself for expan- 
sion in the new juvenile field 
which heretofore has been not as 
active in this publishing houss 


operations gut some 5,000,000 
|new population in the last 6-10 
vears, post-World War II, has ere 

ated considerable volume of new 


readers in the $1.50 price categor: 
|The Landmark books’ concern 
themselves with fictional and o1 
| straight romantic biographical 
treatments of historic events 
Sam Houston, Valley Forge, John 


} 


Midway.’ 


with an introduction by 
Gypsy 


Rose Lee, is not a novel 


| but a group of chapters on various 


around Huston. In fact, he intro- | 


Paul Jones, the first Overland 
| Mail, George Washington Carver, | 
/Thomas Jefferson, Alexander the 
| Great, Marco Polo, Joan of Arc 
Sun Yat-sen, Napoleon, Mary 
Queen of Scots, Royal Canadian 


Mounted Police, King Arthur and 
his Knights; also series on airports 
of the world, famous bridges, har- 
bors and the like; and still another 
series of “allabout’” books (al! 
about dinosaurs, radio & television, 
the sea, the weather, volcanos and 
earthquakes) 

All have top name authors and 
the readymade specialized market 
assures a 40,000 to 75,000 sale in 
most instances Writers turning 
out these books include people 
like C. S. Forester, Vincent Sheean, 
Ted Lawson & Bob Considine, 
|Samuel Hopkins Adams, John 
Gunther, Pearl S. Buck, Quentin 
Reynolds, Emily Hahn, Richard L 
Neuberger, et al. 


Park East To Resume 

Park East mag, which suspended 
publication with the May issue, will 
return in October, according to 
Ernest Lilienthal, magazine's treas- 
urer. Plan for financial reorganiza- 
tion and subsequent resumption of 
publication is virtually completed, 
Lilienthal said. 


e 
extended to cover the four issues 
‘not published. 





Time drama critic Louis Kronen- 
| berger, who's been handed the job 
lof editing Dodd Mead's 
| Plays’ since N. Y. Daily News 
leritie John Chapman switched to 


| Kronenberger’s Year Books 
} 


| series of theatre annuals, wants to 


/restore the title “Burns Mantle’s 
Best Plays” to the Dodd Mead 
| yearbook. 

Accession of Kronenberger to 
ithe “Best Plays” editorship marks 
the first time it’s out of a 
News critic’s hands, since Mantle 
started the series 35 years ago, 





More 3-D Mags 
Two more mag publishers are 
switching to 3-D, on the heels of 
Irwin Stein's just published 3-D 
Movie Magazine. Archer St. John, 
head of St. John Publishing Co., 
N. Y., reported that the line draw- 
ings of “Mighty Mouse” comic book 
that’s set to hit the stands next 
Friday (3) will be printed in 3-D. 
In Chicago, Institutions Maga- 
zine, a national business journal, 
announced that 3-D photography 
would be used in its August issue 
for both editorial copy and ads. 
Both new mags will supply read- 
lers with polaroid specs, 





Rinehart Show Biz Tomes 
List of show biz tomes set for 
future publication by Rinehart & 
Co. include “Julia Marlowe’ 
Story,” by her late husband, E. H. 
Sothern: “Monster Midway,’ by 
William Lindsay Gresham, author 


of “Nightmare Alley”; “Music for} 
the Piano,” by James Friskin and 
Irwin Freundlich. and “Appliec 


High Fidelity 
John H. Newitt. 

“Julia Marlowe's Story” is her 
autobiography, in a manner otf 


Techniques,’ by 


speaking, since she told it to her 


husband, E. H. Sothern, before his 
death in 1933. At her request, pub- 
lication was withheld until 
| her own death in 


“Rest | 


| Saturday 


} 


Unexpired subscriptions will be | 


| 


| 


| 
| 


Random House to turn out his own | 


Daily | 


| Ine., 


| 


after 
. Moea 1950. Fairfax | 
© Broadway drama, “The Sur-| Downey edited the work. “Monster, eons, dinners, trips and forums, 


aspects of carnival life, including 
one on the Jate Harry Houdini. 
It's set for October publication. 
“Julia Marlowe's Story” won't be 
out till January. 


“Music ‘for the Piano,” edited 


by the late Ernest Hutcheson, is 
set for OctoBer publication. Au- 
thors, piano faculty members of 


the Juilliard School of Music, de- 
tail history of piano music and 
comment on works. “Applied High 
Fidelity Techniques,” to appear in 
September, is a study of hi-fi prin- 
ciples and systems for the home 
CHATTER 

Dan Jenkins signed as Coast cor- 
respondent for TV Guide. 

Victor Lasky resigned as 
Syndicate, In 

Pete Martin in Hollywood to write 
a series on Bob Hope for Sateve 
post. 


edailol 


of Spadea 


Gordon Irving. Variety's Scot- 
tish mugg, planed to isle of Islay 
to cover location filming on “High 
land Fling” (Paul Douglas). 

Erie Morgan, scribe with 
tish Daily Record in Glasgow, and 
son of Scot comedian Tommy Mor- 
gan, emigrating to U. S. in August 

J. Richard Jackman has been re- 
elected president of the Rumford 
Press in Concord, N H which 
prints a number of  nationalls 
known magazines, 


Scot- 


) 


Dial Press setting big ad-promo- 
tion campaign on Frederic Huck 
sters’) Wakeman’'s next novel 
“Mandrake Root,’ which it will 
bring out Sept. 21 

Shirley Herz, former personal 
press rep for Rosalind Russell, and 
Liz Smith, onetime associate edi 
tor for Dell Publications, have 
formed a public relations office in 
A F 

Gaby (Mrs. David) Smart, widow 
of the founder-publisher of Es- 
quire, Coronet, Apparel Arts, ete 
doing a regulur picture layout in 


Esquire, and now making her 
home in N, Y. 
Option on Paul H. Bonner’s nov- 


el, “Hotel Talleyvrand,” has been 
taken by 20th-Fox. Book is on the 
bestseller list. Deal calls for a 
$5.000 downpayment against an 


additional $20,000 if 
picked up. 


the option is 


Barnett Fowler, staff writer for 
the Albany (N.Y.) Times-Union 
and editor of a Hobby Page in the 
Sunday edition. is now conducting 
a 15-minute “Hobby” program 


with guests, over WROW, Albans 
night. 

Esquire travel editor Dick Joseph 
returns from a Mexico City chore 
this weekend in time for his stint 
at Walter Jacobs’ Lake Tarleton 
Club, Pike, N. H., as one of the 
“Lively Arts’ lecturers, and 
thence to Madrid. 

Max Reischmann, 
tor of German musical films for 
Richard Tauber Productions, now 
a Madison Ave. still photographer, 
has pacted to do a privately-pub- 
lished picture book of over 50 
leading Long Island families this 
summer, 


former direc- 


Simon & Schuster will publish | 
next spring “Thin Air,” whodunit 
novel with ad agency locale, writ- 


ten by Howard Browne, editor of 
fiction group for Ziff-Davis, who 
usually writes under nom de plume 
of John Evans, Cosmopolitan mag 
will run it as 30,000 novelette in 
its October issue, 

J. Lacey Reynolds, of the Wash- 
ington bureau of the Toledo Blade, 
has resigned to become D.C. rep 
for the Edward Lamb Enterprises 
Toledo, which operates 
WTOD, Toledo, the Erie (Pa.) Dis- 
patch, and radio and television sta- 
tions in Erie, Orlando, Fla., and 
Canton-Massilion, O, 

Harry S. Southam retired June 
15 after 56 years with the 110- 
vear-old Ottawa Citizen, the last 
33 of them as publisher, He’s one 
of the two angels of the Canadian 
Repertory Theatre, Ottawa stock 
company. His younger son, R. W 
“Bob” Southam, formerly m.e. and 
asst. publisher, is now publisher 
of the Citizen. 

Cleveland branch of the West- 
ern Newspaper Union has been 
sold to a group headed by Arthur 


W. Hogling, manager for the 
| branch for 20 years, Joseph W. Bar- 
tunek and James M. Carney, all of 
Cleveland. The new firm will be 
known as the Western Newspape! 
Printing and Matrix Co., and will 


continue to publish, stereotype and 
offer service ta newsnapers. 
Overseas Press Club launching 
a membership drive concurrent 
with its acquisition of a five-stors 
clubhouse on East 39th St., in 
N.Y. Clubhouse, dedicated to for- 
eign correspondents who lost their 
lives on overseas news fronts, is 
expected to open in the fall, and 
will feature club rooms, restau- 
rant, bar, library and conference 
rooms, Club will also set up an ac- 
tivities schedule to include lunch- 


) screenings 














based. “The Member of the Wed- 
Col), with an = atternoon 
less spectacular entry, 
Moon Is Blue” ‘tUA), 
in its German version at 


ding” 
Siot, Was a 
but “TI 


presented 





a packed 20,000-seater arena, was 
ahead of its competitors inasmuch 
as it w not handicapped by the 
language barrier. Even with sub 
tle however, Berliners have 
shown themselves to be responsive 
ilert audience missing few of the 
lances of the dialog 
Of the other offerings so far 
Brital nade a good start with 
ie first-of its two pix Pickwick 
ipers with James Hayter, it 
tar, exploiting an unusual gim 
mick for his personal Speaking 
in German, he apologized for his 


limited knowledge of the language 


and went on to repeat parrot-like 
a lesson he had learned on a Lin 
guaphone record. 

Both the Japanese and Egyptian 
film industries have sent. stron; 
delegations, but their first presen 

Lior have not had matching 
qui It's no pienic, of course 
o fo an Egyptian or Jap pi 
with German. subtitles but this 
would have mattered little if the 
product had been more attractive 
“Raya and $~Skina,” which was 


lensed in Cairo, reflected the en 
tertainment naivete of filins 
emanating from the Middle East 
and the Jap offering, “Three Chim 
neys,” lacked the intensity and 
penetration of earlier pix from 


Tokyo, notably “Rashomon 


Warm Links 


The second and final British of 
fering, “Captain's Paradise,” 
proved one of the Festival high 
lights, and the provocative comedy 


tuations evoked hefty yocks from 
Anthony 


directo ol 


audience 
produce! 


1 responsive 


Kimimins, 


the pic, and Celia Johnson, one 
of its stars, made personals atte 
the presentation; both spoke = in 
German and immediately estab 


lished a warm link with the audi 
ence 


Both Italy 
competing with 


and F: 


some ol 


ince were 
their key 


product Already screened from 
the Rome studios are “Altri 
Trempi” and “Processo alla Cita 

the first a diverting series of vig- 
nets adroitly linked, and the othe: 
a grim drama of the Neapolitan 
underworld. The French industry 
has so far shown “Man des 
Sources’and “Les Vacances de M 
Hulot,” both of which were 
screened at the Cannes fest a 
couple of months back. The soli 


tary Spanish entry, “Los Ojos de 
jan Huellas” (“Betraying Eyes") 
was mildly received, and did not 


equal the quality of the other Con 
tinental pix. 

The first German festival screen 
ing last Tuesday (23) of “Ein Herz 
Spielt Falsch” (“One Heart Is Un 


true’) is indicative of the trend 
here in motion pictures. Regarded 
as one of the best of the local 


made pix, it is a cheap novelettish 
,_rn which would be greeted with 
ome derision both in America and 
Britain, yet here it is firmly set a 
a hefty grosser, A far stronyer 
entry, with less attractive boxoffice 
prospects, was the Brazilian opu 

“(Q) Canvaceiro”’ (“The Lawles ) 
Its grim, cruel outlook proved too 
much for many Germans In the au 


dience, and quite a few left the 
theatre during the screening, 

A commendable effort from the 
Gold Coast was “The Boy Kuma 
enu,” which was made by Basil 
Wright with an almost al]-British 
crew, while Italy's “Magia Verde 
a full-length travelog on South 
America, was notable only for 
color A trifle from France wa 
“Les Amants de Minuit” Love at 
Midnight”), but that program wa 
highlighted by the 


inclusion of 
“Water Birds,” easils 
iort to have 


Wait Disney's 
the most distinctive 
been screened here. 


DOS Winner 


The three remaining Hollywood 
entric were screened toward he 
end of the Festival, togethe1 ith 

ie of the cream of the conti 
nental studi Despite oppressive 
eat conditions, attendances have 
been fully maintained and audi 
ence enthusiasm has been evident 
at almost every screening. Unlike 
most western film patro: Ger- 
mans are exceptionally demonstra- 


tive and spontaneous applause has 
heen noted at every presentation. 

First of the final Holl 
was Republic's 


Berlin Pic Festival 


a - Continued from 


wood 
“The weekly, frontpaged DeMille’s reply. 
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Sun Shines Bright,” which was 
given a late afternoon slot Thurs- 
day (25). “Man on a Tight Rope” 
20th) was screened the following 
night, and “Shane” (Par) was tea- 
tured Saturday evening. George 
Weltner hit the jackpot for an un- 





abashed plug for the latter pie, 
when he was interviewed on TV 
with Erie Johnston and William 
Wvler Unfortunately for him, 
there are anly around 1.000 televi 
sion receivers in Berlin, with a 


maximum audience of about 4,000, 


Final festival presentation was 
the Cannes prize-winner, “Le Sal- 
aire de Peur” (“Slavery of Fear’), 
and the evening performance was 
‘iven over to the closing celebra- 


tions and announcement of results, 


Apart from the regular festival 
awards, the occasion was used to 
announce the winner of the first of 
this year's Silver Laurels, present- 
annuaily by David QO. Selznick. 
Competing countries were = Ger- 
many, Switzerland and Austria for 
the best German language film, 
Local crix gave the nod to rhe 
Village.” an Anglo-Swiss produc: 
by Pracsens Film in as: 
with Rosslyn Produce: 
tions, known here as “Sie Fanden 
Kine Heimat.” Pic stars British 
thesper John Justin, and was pro: 


ed 


made 


tion 


sociation 


duced by Lazar Wechsler, with 
Kenneth Maidment as_ director, 
PresMtation was made by Maj, 


Gen. C. F.C. Coleman, the British 
military commander of Berlin, 


Laurel award will be 
Locarno next week for the 
Italian pic. The Swi filin 
qualifies to compete against 
the winning British, French, Ital- 
ian and Scandinavian films for the 
Gold Laurel grand prize to be 
awarded at Edinburgh Aug. 20. 


Next Silver 
made at 
best 


now 





| Dog Days | 








———— Continued from page 1 sa 
tions are available for any week- 
end in July. Around the corner on 
45th St., at the Music Box (‘Pic- 
nic and its neighbors, the next- 
door Morosco (‘My Three Angels") 
and across-the-street Piyvmouth 
‘Dial M For Murder’), deserted 
lobbies did litile to dampen the 


congeniality of the gentlemen han- 
dling the tickets, which were avail- 


able in good locations on short 
notice 

\t the 44th St. end of Shubert 
\iley, unruffled by a line of three, 


the treasurer at the Shubert pa- 
tiently recited available dates, and 
a phone check here revealed this 


ervice equally affable. What com- 
plainers to the N, Y. Times drama 
mailbag might call a miracle con- 


tinued right down 44th st., at the 
St. James (‘King and I) and the 
Majestic ('Me and Juliet’), with 
sellers offering good orchestra 
eats for both musicals on two 
days’ notice, 

Only bad temper in the group 


was displayed by a distaff ducateer 
at the Imperial (‘Wish You Were 
Here’), but that may have been 
because the request was for eight 
seats together, down front center 











orchestra, for next Saturday night 
4). 
. ° 
| DeMille Denies | 
] ' 
| 
Cae Continued from page 1 =F 
much a ugvested the inclusion of 
Roman Catholic propaganda in any 
of my pictures.” If such a sugge 
tion were made, DeMille, said, “It 
ould have been firmly rejected 
Regarding the questioned scene in 
the Paramount feature, he wrote: 
We photographed the departure 
of the circus train from Sarasota 
exactly as it takes place every year. 


If a Protestant or Jewish group or 
a Masonic Lodge conducted the 
ade parture ervice, we ould } e 
pnortozgzi phed that just < 
fully and just @ ‘lac 8) 0 
interest wa In accurate Phi iS 
the simple truth of the er, Any 
{ 


itement to the con j ] untrue 


qd) unital 


The NCWC story pointed out that 
ow,” to hich the New Age edi- 
torial writer took exception, 


ified objectionable, 


cla in part, by 
the Legion of Decency. 


Other films 


named by Rogers were: “Quo 
Vadis,” “The Great Caruso” and 


The African Queen.” 
The Evangelist, Albany diocesan 
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Broadway 


Phil Reisman Cape Coding with 
the Joe Kennedys. 

Jack Durant recuperating from 
ulcer . at St. Clare’s Hos- 
pital, N. Y. 

Adman Monroe Greenthals (Ruth 
Davey) had their third baby July 
26, all sons. ; 

Frank Fontaine sold his Cheviot 


his wife and eight children to Med- 
ford, Mass. 


Hills, Hollywood, home and 0 Med 


Alex Evelove, longtime pub head | 
into the | 


Bros. studios, 
indie public relations business on 
his own in Beverly Hills 

J. Robert Rubin, Metro general 
counsel, returned on the Queen 
Elizabeth yesterday (Tues.) follow- 
ing a six-week European vacation 

Metro musical director Johnny 
Green back to the Coast after a 
vacation in the east, during which 
he conducted two concerts in Bos- 
ton. 


of Warner 


Walt and Roy Disney arrived in| 
New York over the weekend, Walt | 
for | 
Leo | 
|ciated in building the area’s big-| 


and Roy 
manager 


enroute to Europe 
confabs with sales 
Samuels 

Marilyn 
Coast 
on preliminary bally for 
Bros.’ “The Eddie Cantor Story,” in 
which she portrays Ida Cantor. 

Producer Shepard Traube flying 
today (Wed.) to Paris for confabs 
with Renee Jeanmaire, lead in his 
forthcoming musical, “Girl In the 
Pink Tights.” He'll be gone two 
weeks 

British film producer 
Wilcox back to England by air this 
week following homeoffice huddles 
with Republic prexy Herb Yates 
with whom he has several co-pro- | 
duction deals. 

Maria Tallchief, lead ballerina 
of N.Y. City Ballet Co., who's half- 
Indian (Osage), was honored Mon- 
day (29) in Fairfax, Okla., by the 
Osage tribe. Town declared it 
Maria Tallchief Day. 

Ad agency exec Charles Schlai- 
fer, co-chairman of the National 


Erskine back to the 


Mental Health Committee, ap-} ! pane : 

peared over CBS Saturday (27) on | Which might further the Com- 
“Adventures in Science,” to dis-| munist party cause.” The board 
cuss the ‘status of the mental ill-| added it understands that some | 


ness problem in America. 
Arthur H, Schwartz, member of 


countries with his wife by air to- 
day (Wed.) via Scandinavian Air 
Lines, and home from via Holland, 
Switzerland and Paris Aug. 16 on 
the SS Nieuw Amsterdam. 

Among a load of gifts received 
by Seu Chan for the reopening 
of his House of Chan last week 
was an outsized toy firewagon filled 
with flowers from longtime friends 
Carol Irwin and Frank Gabrielson, 
producer and scripter of the CBS- 
TV “Mama” series. The offering 
was a realistic reminder of the fire 
which leveled the spot five months 
ago and the boniface beamed at 
the gift’s uniqueness 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 


TV producer John Nasht to Vi- 
enna location for tele pic. 

British actress, Simone Silva, 
here to work in Italo films. 

Ben Hecht here working on 
“Ulysses,” the Kirk Douglas star- 
rer. 

Lana Turner hostess at a large 
party for the American colony in 


Capri. . 
Van Wood orch into the Open 
Gate Club from Shaker Club in 
Naples. 
Hugh Shannon in to play at 


Bricktop’s night club for the gala 
closing week. 

Hedy LaMarr planed in to star 
in “Helen of Troy” and also do a 
series of TV films. 

Errol Flynn, Bruce Cabot and 
Antonella Lualdi to the Italian 
Alps for location work on “Wil- 
liam Tell.” 


Paris 


Bing Crosby cancelling trip to 
—- to do series of benefits 
rere 

John Ringling North starting his 
Continental trip with two weeks in 
Paris. 

Folies-Bergere rehearsing _ its 
road troupe which plays Germany 
in September. 

Earle Blackwell, Celebrity Serv- 
ice prexy, to Rome to arrange for 
branch office there. 


Sugar Ray Robinson has turned | 


down the Alhambra offer 
personal appearance here, 
Gloria De Haven, Jane Morgan 


for a 


and Vic Oliver inked for Sporting | 


Club in Monte Carlo July 24. 

Jean Richard to get “Seven Year 
Itch” lead in Paris production 
scheduled for Edouard VII next 
season. 

Jean Richard inked for starring 
role in Gallic version of 
Year Itch” at the Edouard VII 
Theatre next season. 

Miles 
month stay. Designer to 
search for costuming next year's 


after five weeks in Gotham | 
Warner | 


Silva, 
Herbert | 


“Seven | 


White arriving for two- | 
do re-| 


“Kean,” next fall. English adapta- 
Ringling circus during visit. 

Pierre Brasseur to star in re- 
vival of Alexandre Dumas meller, 
tion of script, “Royai Box,” was 
| played in U.S. 

Latin song trio, Los Tras De 
' Santa Cruz, pacted for the N. Y. 
|Sherry-Netherland, opening Sept. 
| 24. Trio at Carrere’s here in the 
| Bernard Hilda unit. 


Miami 
By Lary Solloway 
Kitty Keller into Saxony Hotel’s 
Pagoda Room June 26. 


Florida Assn. of Broadcasters 


convened at the Empress Hotel 
June 26. 

Sans Souci in Havana due to re- 
open soon, with Carlyle back in 


charge of productions, 

Martha Raye reopened her Five 
O'Clock Club with Sammy Walsh 
| in cofhedy slot and Charlie Barnet 
orch. 

Ben Marden planed in from 
Havana for confabs with Ben Nov- 
ack with whom he will be asso- 


gest hotel, the 500-room Fontain- 
bleau. 





“SAG to Vote 


—— (ontinued from page 


pe mn en 

Jeff Corey, Howard Da 
Dave Ellis, Mary Viriginia 
Farmer, Will Geer, Jody Gilbert, 
Lloyd Gough, Alvin Hammer, Vic- 
tor Killian, Edwin (Miller) Max, 
Karen Morley, Virginia Mullen, 
Ann Revere, Shimen Ruskin, Gale 
Sondergaard, Lionel Stander, Stan- 
ley Waxman, Lynn Whitney, Clem 
Wilenchick (Crane Whitley) and 
David Wolfe.” 

Board said it had considered ex- 
pelling these members but to do 
so would subject the Guild to end- 
less hearings and trials, both 
within the Guild and in the courts, 


| 
a 
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ingore, 


members are now under subpoena 


|'and urges them to cooperate with 
Schwartz & Frohlich, to the Norse | 


Government authorities. 


| For future’ policy of the Guild, 
| 


members were asked to ratify the 

| bylaw change, which reads, “No 
person who is a member of the 
Communist Party or any other 
organization seeking to overthrow 
the Government of the United 
States by force and violence shall 
be eligible for membership in 
Screen Actors Guild. Application 
for Guild membership shall con- 
tain the following statement to be 
signed by applicant: ‘I am not now 
and will not become a member of 
the Communist Party nor of any 
other organization that seeks to 
overthrow the Government of the 
United States by force and vio- 
lence.’ ” 

Wording of the proposed bylaw 
change marks what's believed the 
first time any organization has in- 
serted a clause requiring a promise 
that an applicant ‘will not become” 
a member of Communist Party. 
Special SAG Committee which 
studied the situation consisted of 
George Murphy, chairman; Ward 
Bond; Frank Faylen; Glenn For; 
Frank Lovejoy; Walter Pidgeon 
and Ronald Reagan, 








London 


Shaw's “Arms and the Man” re- 
vived at the Arts Theatre Club 
last Thursday (25) by director Alec 
Clunes, who played the lead. 

Macqueen-Pope, publicitity man- 
ager of Drury Lane Theatre, cele- 
brating his half centenary in show 
biz in July. 

Carl Brisson, due at the Cafe de 
Paris for return date Sept. 21 for 
six weeks, wants to postpone the 
engagement until early next year. 

Constance Cummings is set for 
femme lead in a new Kenneth 
Horne comedy, “Trial and Error,” 





which opens a pre-London tour at | 


Eastbourne July 27. 
| Robert Sherwoods giving up 
their home in Surrey, where they 
lived since 1932 because of 
heavy dual taxation. They return 
to the U. S. in August 

Pianist Lew Brown, with Martin- 
Lewis outfit, is a brother of Bur- 
ton Brown, formerly vaudevilliai 
of Derickson & Brown, and now 
| booker at Lew & Leslie Grade of- 
fice. 
| Jean Carson, leading femme in 
Emile Littler’s musical, “Love 
From Judy,” at the Saville, com- 
pelled to give up role for two 
weeks because of illness. Her part 
will be taken by her understudy, 


have 


i} June Whitfield. 
When “Dial M _ for Murder” 
folds at the Westminster, London 


Mask Theatre Co. is replacing it 


with “Carrington V. C.” by Dor- 
othy and Campbell Christie, au- 
thors of “His Excellency” and 


“Grand National Night.” 
American National Ballet The- 
arte opens at Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden, for its third sea- 
son July 13. In its four weeks sea- 
son, two ballets new to Britain 














| No TV Woes? 
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{tion being instituted by beefing ex- 
| hibs—suits now pending ask a com- 
| bined treble damage of $600,000,- 
000—has become more and more of 
a burden. There's no immediate 
solution on how to control this, and 
at least a couple of film company 
officers claim they'll have to post 
|distress signals shortly unless 
| there's some form of relief. 

Actual awarding of damages to 
| the plaintiffs is not too common; 
| it's the heavy money shelled out 
|by the companies in defending 
themselves against complaints, and 
in settling out of court, that’s nick- 
ing the filmeries for the tall moola. 
| (3). As for exhibitor side, things 
almost are good. Dollar intake, it 
was said by responsible theatre ops, 
is especially heavy for this time of 
j;the year, and under normal cir- 
| cumstances, would represent a fine 





profit. But all is not rosy because | 
| of costs. 
| Exhibs said that upped admis- 


sion scales for the 3-D'ers and epic 
pix are responsible for the good 
gross showing. They complain, 


though, that rentals paid for pix 
are running higher than normal, 
and the layout of cash for new 


items are wiping out the net profit 
|from the improved gross biz. 


equipment, viewing specs and other | 


will be presented, ‘‘Aleko” and 
|The Harvest According.” 

Special midnight matinee, being 
|held at London Palladium July 2, 
{to aid Central Maccabi Fund, will 
|be headed by Dean Martin and 
| Jerry Lewis. Jane Morgan, Mayo 
| Bros., Page & Bray, Merry Macs, 
| Alfred Marks, 


| 


and Joe Church are set for same 


| show. 
MCA booked Jane Morgan for 
i string of dates on the Continent 


|} opening in Knocke, Belgium, July 
|4. Monte Carlo, Paris, Rome and 
| Madrid are to follow. She returns 
|to England to open for Stoll The- 


latres July 20 at the Hippodrome, | 


|Manchester, with remainder of 
j}tour and Moss Empires to follow. 


| Reno 


By Mark Curtis 
| Frankie Laine into 
| June 25. 
| Katherine Dunham 

Mapes Skyroom for two weeks. 

| Paul Whiteman follows Kather- 
ine Dunham into Mapes Skyroom 
| July 2 

New Golden books another pack- 
age for July 1, called “Western 
Jamboree.” 

Terry True handling both New 
Golden and Stateline (Lake Tahoe) 
chorus lines. 

Patsy O'Connor, Donald's sis- 
ter, now dancing in Golden Girl 
line at New Golden. 


ing until June 26. Marilyn Max- 
well and Kirby Stone Quintet go 
into spot. 

Joby Lewis’ gamble on week 
| early opening of Cal-Vada paid off 
in good weather and capacity 
crowds for Nat “King” Cole. 

Lou Walters’ Casino de Paris 
and Cal-Neva at Lake Tahoe in 
first week of productions, Casino 
with Parisienne revues and latter 
with Marilyn Maxwell 
New Orleans” package. 


Atlantic City 


By Joe W. Walker 
Boardwalk Warner opens July 1 

with big panoramic screen. 
Tony Grant’s “Stardust Revue.” 





secutive year. 
Charlie Seel, publisher of a 
| weeny, here, appearing in first 
resort TV news show over WFPG- 
|TV Thursday nights. 
| Free band concerts, 





a seasonal 
feature here, off until August when 
Garden pier will be rebuilt far 
enough to provide seats for the 
audiences and a sheltered band- 
stand. 


| 
} 
| 
{ 
} 
. . 
Philadelphia 
| By Jerry Gaghan 

Mac Lerner, owner-manager of 
Celebrity Room, in Las Vegas. 
scouting talent. 

The Wedge signed exclusive deal 
with Miller Agency, N. Y., for book- 
ing burley strippers. 

Marty Bohn, former local nitery 
| Op, Starts his 1lth season at Nut 
Club, Wildwood, N. XS 

Patti Lallier, songstress out of 
|circulation for a year, making 

comeback at Tahiti Show Bar. 
| Johnny Johnston, currently with 


! 


Baby Scruggs, Italo | 


Riverside | 


Dancers in| 


Cal-Neva Lodge held off open- | 


“Belle of! 


back on Steel Pier for fifth con- | 


BBS Records (local label), in from 
Coast to make rounds of deejays. 


Bert and Don Horowitz opened 
new Colonial Swing Room, in Col- 
onial Hotel, playing musical acts. 

Joe Frasetto, Latin Casino mae- 
stro, to head show band for At- 
lantic City’s 500 Club summer 
season. 

Dave Cohen, co-owner of Ciro’s, 
in Jewish Hospital for foot opera- 
tion to correct 
while in Army. 

Mary Burton making nitery 
|comeback as Latin Casino chan- 
| teuse after nine years retirement 
into domesticity. 

Harry Dobbs, personal manager, 








injury suffered | 


to take Joan Rogers on Mid-West | 


| tour when singer winds up current 
Club Shaguire date. 


Illness forced singer Mary Bur-} 


ton to ‘cancei Latin Casino per- 
formances and Jack Curtis, emcee, 
substituted for night. 

Pianist Johnny Burke and Song- 
| stress Sunny Stevens teamed up as 
|new cocktai! lounge duo, at Club 
Charles, South Jersey. 


June B.0. 

















fourth 3-D film, “Cinerama?’ (In- 
| die), wound up fifth. 
“Scared Stiff’ (Par), new Martin 
| & Lewis comedy, was sixth, obvi- 
| ously feeling the 3-D competition 
|in a number of spots. “A Queen Is 
| Crowned” (U) edged into seventh 
| position by dint of high ratings on 
|two different weeks and an unusu- 
| ally large gross for playdating so 
many smaller and arty houses. 
“Pickup on South Street” (20th), 
displaying surprising stamina two 
out of four weeks, picked up eighth 
money. “Titanic,” also from 20th- 
Fox, took ninth place, while ‘‘San- 


that never got going strongly box- 


Continued from page 4 jee | 


| 

}garee” (Par) was 10th. “Titanic” 
| was sixth in May. 

| “Desert Song” (WB), remake | 


er, 


Hollywood 


Jane Greer on the mend after an 

oe 
er . Yates returne 
N. Y. sales huddles. + 

Groucho Marx up and around 
following hospital siege. 

Rex Allen starting tour of rodeo 
circuit at Miles City, Mont. 

Joanne Dru to Kanab, Utah, for 
Edward Small’s “Camel Corps.” 

Harry Close appointed new chicf 
of Universal Studio police depart- 
ment. 

Jean Peters recorded a program 
for the Armed Forces Radio Ser, 
ice Jubilee. 

Fred MacMurray to Honolulu ¢ 
join Stanley Kramer’s “Caine Mu- 
tiny” troupe 

Dr. Herbert T. Kalmus name 
director of the Stanford U R 
search Institute. 

Don Roberson and 
seriously injured in accident on 
“Long, Long Trailer” set at Metro. 

Carl Milliken addressed nation- 


Ann Graff 


| al convention of American Library 


Assn. on film research technique 
Jimmy Durante and Ted Rich- 

mond cited by the U. S. Treasury 

Department for their Savings Bond 


salesmanship. 

Constance Smith and Jeffrey 
| Hunter returned from Singapore 
where they helped dedicate the 
new Odeon Theatre. 





Las Vegas, Nev. 
By Bill Willard 
Fifi D’'Orsay topping Silver Slip- 


| per’s “Folies de Paree.” 


Spike Jones preeming his 
sanities of '53” to capacity 
the Flamingo. 

Joe E. Lewis wraps up al! El 
Rancho Vegas sessions with Gloria 
De Haven as solid support. 

Gale Storm, Mata & Hari stand- 
ing by as Thunderbird entry fol- 
lowing current Diosa Costello-Slate 
Bros. ‘“‘Caribbean Carnival.” 

Vaughn Monroe steps into the 
Sahara spotlight until July 13 with 
his new act sans band; Red Skel- 


“In- 
biz at 


| office-wise, and “Lili” (M-G) land-|ton’s nitery initialer follows July 


tively. 

“Desert Rats” (20th) and “Man 
on Tightrope” (20th) were the run- 
nerup pix for June. 

Several new pictures, just start- 
ing out as the month ended, look 
to be potentially solid grossers. 
| One of these, “Beast From 20,000 
Fathoms” (WB), showed enough 
the first week out to finish third 
in VaRIETY’s weekly boxoffice sur- 
vey the fourth week in June. The 


3-D “Arena” (M-G also looms as a! 


ed 11th and 12th positions, respec- | 27 


| 





| 


good newcomer, although only 
|eighth in the final week last 
month. “Dangerous When Wet,” 


| another Metro pic, started out nice- 
| ly with a big opening week at the 
N. Y. Music Hall. 
| “Voleano” (UA) preemed well 
|the first week in Boston. “Moulin 
Rouge” (UA), top-ranker for sev- 
| eral months, reflected the fact that 
| it has played out its principal first- 
run dates in bigger cities, but still 
| finished among the top 12 one 
week. “South Sea Woman” (WB) 
| also looms promising, winding up 
seventh one session. 


| Another newcomer, “Pony Ex- 
| press” (Par), perked up late in 
| June to take ninth spot one week. 
;“Column South” (U), also new, 


| was a runner-up pic in weekly rat- 


jings. “Dream Wife’ (M-G) was 
‘only fair on some of its initial 
dates. “City That Never Sleeps” 


(Rep), although a bit uneven, was 
'sock on its Chicago engagement. 
|; “Francis Covers the Big Town” 
| (U), which started out well in sev- 

eral smaller locations, promises to 

live up to the sturdy standard of 

; this series. “Scandal At Scourie” 
|(M-G) is disappointing on initial 
| engagements. 











| U. S. Tokyo Distribs 
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| Similar to 


complaints against 
“Sands,” namely, that it is indis- 
creet for a victor nation to glorify 


its victories in the land of the de- | 


| feated. U. S. film distrib heads 

here who condemn the WB action 
| point out that release of the film 
| can only abet anti-Americanism. 


Spokesmen for the Warner office 





Noel Sherman’s “‘Aqua Fair’ in 
final week at the Desert Inn, with 


Betty Hutton ready to go inlo 
newly refurbished Painted Desert 
Room next Tuesday (7). 

Phil Harris and Alice Faye in 


town to discuss bookings. 

Sammy Berger in town seeking 
new talent for his Town Tavern, 
Toronto. 

Agent Paul Marr vacationing in 
St. Joe, Mich., following recupera- 
tive period in Grant Hospital. 

Christine Jorgenson visiting here 
after meeting sex-specialist Dr, Al- 
fred Kinsey at Indiana U. 

Larry Myers, head of Mercury 
Artists Corp., N. Y., smail unit de- 
partment, setting dates in the mid- 
west. 

Macdonald Carey planed in to 
do personal for “Hanna Lee,” 
opening at the RKO Grand today 
(Wed.). 


Alex Gottlieb, film producer, 
Planed in to finance “Marry Me 
Again,” with Arnold Maremont 


and Vie Nemeroff, Chi industrial- 


ists. 
Omaha 


By Glenn Trump 
Dean Naven took over newscast- 


ing role for KOIL. 


Acro dancer Fern Espy joined 


| Harry Hugo Players. 





Vibratones replacing Spike Har- 
rison at Colony Club. 

Christy's Wild Animal Circus at 
Grandview drive-in for three days 
as free added attraction to pic pro- 
gram. 

Organist Cheryl Corby starting 
sixth month of record date at 
Blackstone Hotel's Cottonwood 
Room. 

Dancers Don Farnsworth and 
Marlene Dell touring state for civic 
special program series. Ditto Pian- 
ist Emilio Osta and his dancing 
sister, Teresita. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal V. Cohen 


Al Martino booked into Twin 


| Coaches for three nights beginning 


, Aug. 


| emphasize that pic passed inspec- | 


tion at time of import from the 
,Standpoint of public peace and 
morality. They add that nothing 
adverse occurred at a Nagoya pre- 


view, and there is nothing in the | 


film which will unduly irritate the 


Japanese. Therefore, they have no | 


intention of restudying the matter 
of release and plan to put it on 
the Tokyo screens next 
Trailer already released in Tokyo 
houses stresses the scenes of the 
, battle of Okinawa, 


13. 

Bob Manning follows Cindy 
Lord into Eddie Aschner’s Club on 
Monday (6°. : 

Herb Shriner in town plugging 
film, “Main Street to Broadway, 
due at Penn soon. 

Mary Morris acting and direct- 
ing this,summer at Antioch Area 
Theatre in Yellow Springs, O 

Pete Danas gifted their daugh- 
ter with trip to Europe upon her 
graduation from Rosemont College. 

Variety Club dedicated new $29.- 


| 000 dormitory at its Camp O’Con- 


rprivi ildren. 
month. | nell for underprivileged child! 


Bernard Hickey, managing Ful- 
ton during John Walsh’s sick leave 
moved his family here from Green- 


\ field, Mass. 
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DANIEL BREESKIN | 
Daniel Breeskin, 68, organizer 
e Miami Symphony Orchestra 


al former batonist in motion pic- 
ture theatres in Washington, died 
Washington June 27 after col- 
lat while playing in a string 
quartet. In 1951 he organized the 
AI Symphony, and was its di- 
‘ up to the time his death. He 


o concertmaster of the Fort 
| erdale Symphony. 
native of Russia, Breeskin 
to this country when he was 
ie is said to have been the first 
an to synchronize an orches- 
h silent films. He conducted 
t pit orch for silent pictures 
shington at the D.C. preem 
iffith’s “Birth of a Nation” 
5 arious times, he led music 
s in such capital theatres as 
t Farle. Rialto, Strand, Tivoli, 
S:voy and Metropolitan. 
is survived by a son, Barnee, 
C leader at the Shoreham Hote 
I hand has 
Fiias 
Mexico 


brether, 
erch in 


and a 
\A conauctsS an 


( el Scns 


CHRIS-PIN MARTIN 

Chris-Pin Martin, 59, film actor 
known primarily for his charac- 
terization of Pancho in the ‘Cisco 
Kid” series, died June 27 of a 
heart attack in Los Angeles. He 
collapsed after addressing a meet- 
ir of the Montebello Moose 
Lodge. 

Born Ysabe] Ponciana Chris-Pin 


Martin Piaz. he began his film 
career in 1911 with a troupe of 
Indians. After numerous years of 


working as an extra, Martin was 
elevated to feature billing. Pix he 
appeared in included “In Old Ari- 


zona,’ “The Gay Desperado,” 
“Stagecoach,” “Rimfire” and 
“Beautiful Blonde from  Bashful 
Bend.” In the ‘Cisco” series he 
had played opposite Warner Bax-| 
te duncan Renaldo, Gilbert Ro- 
] and Cesar Romero. Martin 
had recently returned from a tour 
of Europe and the Middle East 
and had been discharged about a 


nth ago from a hospital after a 
heart attack. 
two sons and three daugh- 
ters survive, 


7 VICTOR MORLEY 
} Williams Morley, 82, for- 


ctor and vaudevillian. died Survived by his wife, a daughter 
June 29 in New York. Born in| 4nd four sons. 

Greenwich, England, Morley made see 

his American bow with Grace FRANCES MORRIN 

George in 1902 in “Pretty Peggy. Frances Morrin, 54, Hollywood 
Other productions he appeared in| editor for MacFadden Publications, 
included “The Prince of Pilsen,’ | died June 26 in Santa Monica. A 
“The Earl and the Girl.” “Three | former Los Angeles newspaper- | 
lwins.” “Quaker Girl” and “Going | woman, Miss Morrin had at one 
Up.” He spent three years in vaude|time been Coast editor for Ideal 


and between 1923-35 was a free- 
lance director. He was known pro- 
fessionally as Victor Morley. 
Morley was in “The Ziegfeld 
Fo ies of 1935,” later appearing in 
rhree Waltzes,” “The Student 


Prince’ and “Blossom Time.” He 
payed with musieal stock eom- 
panics in Louisville and Detroit 
and tor 14 Summers directed the al 
iy, ummer theatre in Memphis. 


etired in 1943, 


P Witt i, former actress known as 





HILLIARD SNYDER 

lard Snyder, 73. father 
et Hilliard (Mrs. Ozzie Nel- 
1 Of a heart attack in Des 


ROY 
} H 


liine ‘ 

June 24. An actor and 
rector for many years, at 
© he was a director of the 


‘a heess stock company in Des 
His daughter, the former 
nag Snyder (TV, radio, ete.), 
n in Des Moines. He had 
Des Moines since early 
representative of a Hol- 


hoe Cramatie school, 
fc cy ition to his daughter, he 
forme, \©@ by his wife, Hazel, a 
Mets sical comedy actre'’ss 
body n he was estranged. The 
burial “own to Los Angeles for 





, MARION SCOTT PEARCE 


¢ a r Scott Pearce, 78, pioneer 
t itor, died June 24 in Bal- 


" *rship with the late Phil- 
eck, started exhib oper- 
early as 1902. The pair 
oad ie task first theatre in 1906 
ti...” 4912 operated six in Bal- 


ore 


‘ * 
#Ulons 
Opened ¢ 


The frm af 
Velonea 2 Of Pearce & Scheck de- 
COvere; &..fhain of houses that 
‘we ,ginia, 


the ec. ngton, D.C. They built | York. 

the F.),. 4Udfilmer in Baltimore, 

before 5, now defunct. Shortly} William J. McClellan, Jr., 54, vet- 
' ne first World War, they | eran chief electrician for film stu- 


og the Hippodrome, operating it 
ve, 2Udefilm house until 1928. 


, “48 acquired by the Rap- 
** CnNain, 


hter. Mrs. Sid Weiss, whose | 
plaved bass viol in} 
many leading danee bands; three | 


rson, and a daughter sur- | 


heart attack. Pearce, | 


West Virginia | 


" GREGOR FITELBERG 

Gregor Fitelberg, 74, Polish con- 
ductor and composer, died in Sali- 
nogrod, Poland, June 10, according 


to reports received in this country | 


last week. Fitelberg, who founded 
the Symphony Orchestra of the 
Polish Radio after returning to 
Poland in 1946, was conductor of 
a radio orch in Poland prior to 
fleeing that couniry in 1939 before 
the invading Nazis. He came to the 
U. S. in 1942 and conducted the 
| orch of the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, Radio City Musie Hall orch. 
|} N. Y., and the NBC Symphony 
Fitelberg also had” fronted the 
N. Y. Philharmonic Symphony in 
a festival of Polish musie in 1944 


CAPT. BONNEY M. POWELL 
Capt. Bonney M. Powell, 49, film 
producer and publicist, died June 


21 in Washington. He had been a 
photographer and exee for film 
companies, mainiv in the news 


field. During World War II, Powell 
served in the Navy and recorded 
on film scenes of naval warfare 


feet of film during the invasion of 
Peleliu. and with other ma- 
terial, was utilized in the pic, “Fur 
rin the Pacific other docu 
| mentaries shown to the public. 

A son, a daughter and a sister 
survive. 


this 


and 


HARRY (POP) GEISE 
Harry (Pop) Geise, 53, song- 


writer, radio-nitery entertainer and 
| scenarist, died of a heart attack 

June 23 in Hollywood. A pioneer 
| radio announcer in Chicago and 
later with KFWB and KMTR in 
Hollywood, in recent years he had 
been writing music and yarns for 
Metro. He also had been appearing 
in Coast niteries. Geise penned the 
jtune, “How Do You Do,” which 
became his trademark. 

Surviving are his wife and a 
daughter, Mrs. Walter Morgan, 
known professionally as Sugar 
Geise. 


PHILIP BROZIER 





in the Pittsburgh district since 
shortly after World War 1, died at 
his home in Avella, Pa., June 10 of 
a heart attack. He had operated 
the Brozier Theatre there 
his retirement two vears ago, and 
at one time was also a justice otf 
the peace in the borough. 


Publications 
Surviving are her mother and a 
sister, 





MORTIMER BROWNING 

Mortimer Browning, 61, com 
poser, pianist and organist, died 
June 24 at his home in Milford, 
Del. Browning wrote “Concerto for 
Theremin,” the first major work 
written for that electrical musical 
instrument, and had made a num- 
ber of concert appearances, 

He had retired about a year ago 





BONNIE WEBER 
Bonnie Weber, 30, assistant vee- 
pee of Kling Studios, died June 22 
in Chicago. She was formerly a 
publicist, TV actress and emcee. 
Survived by mother, sister and 
| brother, 


Legrand J. Voudry, former thea- 
| tre and symphony musician, died 
of a heart condition June 16 at 
his home in Albany. After retir- 
ing from the musical field, he be- 
|came assistant manager of War- 
ners’ Strand and the Ritz in Al- 
bany. 


J. Frank Gallaher, 68. an officer 





and director of the Skyland Broad- | 


casting Co., operators of WONE, 
| Dayton, O., and chairman of the 
; board of the Gallaher Drug Co.. 
50-store drug chain, died June 19 
_in Dayton. 





Widow, 84. of J. A. Coburn, min- 
strel man and founder and owner 
of Coburn’s Minstrels, died June 
22 in Daytona Beach, Fla. A 
daughter and two sisters survive. 





| Phillip Bermeo, 
typesetting department in Film- 
| ack’s New York plant since its 





| dios, died June 29 in Hollywood. 


| Wife, a son and his father surviv 


In 1944 his cameramen shot 120,000 | 


Philip Brozier, 60, theatre owner | 


until | 


| McGee), and wife of Charles Hugo, | 


who toured numerous shows 

; throughout the world during the 
| past 30 vears, died June 16 in Los 
| Angeles. 





ist, teacher and violin maker, died 
June 23 at his home in Albany 
Wife and a son survive. 


| Nicola Bruno, 70, operator of 
cafes and concessions on the 
oceanfront amusement zone. for 


more than 40 years, died June, 25 
in Redondo Beach, Cal. 


] 


Nusbaum, 38 


Reuben part 
owner of a drive-in theatre neat 
died June 23 in that 


Mansfield, O 
cits Parents 
tnree 


four brothers and 


sisters survive, 


Mrs. G. W 


Roberts, mother of 

Irwin Roberts, Toft Paramount's 

era and special photo phic 
department, died June 25 in He 


? 


VW Ood 

Mother of Russ Grant, of Loew's 
Theatres ad-publicity department 
died June 28 of a heart attack it 
Hartford, Conn. 


Frederick V. Ross, man 





director of theatres at Stock 
port, New Brighton and Liverpool 
i died at Wallasey, Eng, recently 
— 

Margaret O'’Hearn, 70. retired 
concert and radio singer, died June 
| 22 in N. Y. Surviving are three 
| sisters and three brothers. 

| Ann Manning Quinn, who had 
been cashier at the Pittsburgh 
United Artists exchange for 20 
vears, died in Pittsburgh June 15 





| Mother, 76, of Noel Purcell 
median and actor, died June 16 in 
Dublin, Ireland. 


ae 


| G. F. Steven, 56, pioneer of Brit 
ish radio and director of the Ber 
wick Journal, died in Edinburgh 

} Scotland, June 18 


co 


Loo E. Elgar, 71. theatre musi 
cal director, died in Sheffield, Eng 
| land, recently. 


Libbert, 53 





Hervey W. motion 





picture set designer, died June 23 
in Ventura, Cal., after a long il! 
ness. His wife, son and daughter 
survive 
s s 

| Pix and Radio 

————— Continued from page 1 Ga 
ee . ‘6 

his “Rogers of the Gazette AM 
series this month. John Lund is 
heard regularly as “Yours Truly, 


Johnny Dollar,’ and Tyrone Power 
| is featured in a Ziv airer as a fight- 
ing senator. 

Besides the pix stars in the air, 
AM tradesters report a closer liai- 
son with the pix publicity and ex- 
ploitation boys when a new pic 
opens up in New York. Stars plug- 
ging pix make the complete radio 
tour of appearances, while on TV 
they make a limited circuit. 

Even in some radio scripts, gra- 
tuitous film plugs are introduced 
while television is seldom, if ever, 
mentioned as a commendable form 
of entertainment. In “Junior Miss,” 
for instance, scripts have been 
built around the family going to 
see 3-D. widescreen and new “‘flat- 
tie”’ And disk jockeys are 
prone to plug new pix, the new 
“Melba.” for example, but gener- 
ally avoid reference to a new tele 
series. 





releases 


panies and theatres, have been giv- 
ing radio a bigger play than ever 
before over the last two and a half 
Years. This source of income, how- 
ever, has fallen off within the past 
six months as a result of the in- 
creased use of tele advertising by 


} 
names into the medium, 
hopes to regain some of this recent 
pix biz ads. 











_ 
| $10,000,000 Hotel 


See CONtinued from page 1 








Co., Oakland, Cal., and Louis T. 
| Davidson, Las Vegas building con- 


born, of Las Vegas. 


Prof. Charles Ehricke, 91, violin-” 


ress nage by patients 
and out-poers 
Another patient, Charles Hill 
e} 0 linked with Florida 
State Tl tres, re ted that Rover 
now and delightful vorld” 
to him. after he first spent ome 
time in a state institution 
Among ceremonies was the dedi 
cation of a plaque in memory of 
Harold Rodner, theatre exec, who 
had been a key figure in the Rogers 
operation until his death four years 
apo 
Robbins As Host 
Afier a da\ { Saranac the trip 
was paid for by individual mem 
hers of the Variety Clubs-Will 
Rogers Memorial Hospital direc 
torati the Gothamites motored to |! 
ithe Hotel Al-Bur-Nerm,) luxur 





In advertising. too, pix, both com- | 


ithe films. With new influx of film | 
radio | 
| was demonstrated 


| right, 





























investigative 
work carried on in other institu- 
tions, which are tops in the field 

Members of the hospital staff 
were lavish in their acknowledg- 
ments of the business talents, time, 
energy and money contributed by 
elements in the entertainment 


deavors with the 


world, mainly the film trade, thal 
have uited in the socko accom 
Li 
( ol Ne Yorkers here 
yn nN nd annual inspection 
tour of Roge Thev onceovered 
i t 1 dinin Om 
vario piece of new equipment 
d were ven 
‘ ( ( a t TB 
by I) Cre e | y oI lical 
dire 1) Edear Mave or 
aD) e board of ¢ e¢ 
te \ Dworski ibora 
to! ( ( ( balk bs the trio 
( ed I ré r¢ h a ( 
and Zeryv aspe s of the disease 
Morale High 
nftormal gab ons with i 
t¢ of the | { proved morale 
edibly | h The affliction 
no lonye a ror to Ul 1 fo 
thev're aware of the gains achieved 
in the curative work such a al 
Rogers, and while waiting out the 
months tor that final okay bill of 
health, they're set up in comtort 
able quarters and in a wholesome 
friendly atmosphere 
Happy Benway, veteran vaude- 
villian, who's been in Saranac for 
the past 24 years, provided one 
caller with a marathon talk on the 
high starding of the medfcal peo 
ple in charge Benway, longtime 
VARIETY Staffer in the mountains 


periodic reports on prog 


provides 
} Incomers 


layout in Schroon Lake, N. Y 
which is operated by Herman Rob 
bins, president of National Screen 
Service. They were Robbins’ 
guests over the weekend. 
Board of directors meeting 


Kudos Variety Clubmen | 


Continued frem page 23 soci 


Was | 


conducted Saturday on the Al-Bur- | 


Norm lawn. Stress was on need 
for a steady income to further 


improve and expand Rogers facil- 
ities. Aim is to increase the ca- 


pacity to 90 patients, via an ulti- | 


mate income of $500,000 annually 


Chief source of coin for Rogers 
has been the annual Christmas 
salute, coin boxes set up in the- 
atres and endowments, which pay 
for each room at the hospital on 
an individual basis O'Donnell 


chairman of the board, and Abe 
Montague. president, conducted the 
and reports on variou 
of the Memorial Fund by 
Chick Lewis, exec v. p., and 
Rosen, latter as standin for 
member Fred Schwartz. 
Seek 50G Donations 

It was revealed that 
of $50,000 each have been asked 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America and Hollywood's Perma- 
nent Charities Committee. Addi- 
tional monetary sources now are 
being explored. In the past year 
a total of $294.789 was raised. 

On the money front, observers 
over the weekend were impressed 
with the eagerness to give which 
An example of 
this was a proposal made by Max 
Cohen for the purchase of new 
tvpe X-ray apparatus, on condition 
that it is recommended in a forth- 
coming report by Dr. Mayer. Even 
though Mayer hadn't said that the 
equipment would or would not be 
the money was speedily 


meeting 

activitie 
Sam 

board 


| pledged. in the amount of $2,500, 


52. head of the | tractor. Architect is Vernon Well- | 


by William J. German, Jack Cohn 
and O'Donnell. 


J. Robert Hoff of the 


exec Vv. p 


| Remarking on the project, Mil-| Ballantyne Co., Omaha, which is 


inception, died June 22 in New) jer said he thought “the idea has | now peddling a new 3-D package 


gone begging too long,” implying | to exhibs, pledged a new equip- 


long in the rumor stage. He said screening room. 


that such a plan had been too| ment setup for the Rogers film 
| 


| Reno’s present accommodations are | 
e.| currently overcrowded and cannot mittee headed by Charles Feldman 


take care of the influx of visitors 


Sister, 69, of Jim Jordan (Fibber , to this area. 


Given over for study by a com- 


was a plan offered by Tom Con- 


donations | 





chase of a two-reeler. Subject, 


which concerns automobile acci- 
dents, would be taken over for 
handling by the Fund as a money- 
making device but doubt was 
raised on soundness of such a 
move. Pic, a two-reeler, was made 
by Herb Morgan and would be 
purchased outright for $30,000, 
under the proposal 
MARRIAGES 

Selma Richelson to Bob Mehr- 
nan, Boston, June 14 He's a dee- 
lav with WTAQ. Cambridge 

Jover Price to sl rey Good 
iad } 1i¢ 2 Ni “ Vi She's an 
asSsl nt in the WOR-Mutual 

( depaa 

Joan Shie oO Henry Cohen, 
N June 2] Bride is seeretary 
to Glenn Dolber Broadcast Mu 
i Inc... vice pPrexy OVvel Statiolr 
relation 

hredri Thompson Owen te 
Kin min Moore Los \nveles, 
June 26 shes a film and TV «ac 
tre known professionally as Rica 
Owe he’s with the Benton & 
Bow le r'V department in Holly 
\\ od 

Rose OVConnell to William Sel 
wyn, Santa Barbara, Cal... June 27 
He's casting director at Allied 
Artist 


Margaret G. Loos to Bill Switzer, 


June 28, Berkeley, Cal Groom 
is KCBS newswriltet 

Jean Ann Don to John Brebnet 
Auckland, New Zealand, recently. 
He i a director” of KPIX, San 
Francisco 

Juanita Huteh to Dr. Raymond 
W. Bethel Columbus June 28, 
Bride is WTVN program hostess 

Dolores Williamson to Llovd 
Wright Lubbock, ‘Tex June 19 
le i taffer on KDUB-TV. there, 

Jean Hunter to Charte Cerney 
Las Vepras June 22 Both are 
dancers 

Ann Blyth to D: Jam Me- 
Nultyv, Ho ood, June 27. Bride 
Is a fhiti acire Vroom is the 
brother of singer-actor Dennis Day 

Naomi Raphaelson to Raymond 
Robert Lind Yocom, Ph int Val- 
Lary Pa June 27 Bride is the 


daughter of playwright) Samson 
Raphaelson; groom is a producer 
of documentary films in N. ¥ 


Dawn Bender to Warren Van 
der-Schuit, Pasadena, Cal.. June 
26. Bride is a radio actress 

Nancy Smith to Fred Hamilton, 
Palos Park, Ill., June 20 Bride 
is member of WGN staff in Chi 

BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mi Dean Wolfson, 
daughter, Chicago, June 22. Moth- 
er is daughter of Jack Kirsch, 
president of Allied Theatres of 
Illinois 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Barnes, son, 
Hollywood, June 21. Mother is ac- 
tress Joyce Jameson; father is a 


stave pr oducer-actor 


Mr. aa Mrs. Monroe W. Green- 
thal, son, N. Y., June 26. Father 
is ad agency exee, 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Picerni, son, 


Culver City, Cal, June 22. Mother 
is the former Maria Mason, dancer; 
father is a contract player at 
Warners 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Jablonski, 
son, New York, June 23. Father 
is co-owner of Walden Records 

Mr. and Mr: Michael Doyle, 
triplets, two sons and a dauphter, 
Glendale. Cal June 20 Mother is 
the former Jane Reeve, comptrol- 
ler at Filmeraft Corp.: father is a 
TV writer 

Mr. and Mrs. Rob 
Blackpool, England 
Australian comedy 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Cookson, 
son, June 23, N. Y. Mother is ac- 
tress Beatrice Straight, until ree 
cently in “The Crucible’; father 
is male lead in ‘ Can-Can.” 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Tohl, son, 
Hollywood, June 23. Father oper- 
ates the Captain’s Table there 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Chavanett, 
daughter, June 18, San Francisco. 
Father is KPIX floor manager. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Huneseld, 
daughter, June 19. Redwood City, 
Cal. Father is KPIX salesman 

Mr. and William Beaudine, 
Jr.. son 4urbank, Cal., June 23. 
Father is an assistant TV director. 

Mr. and Mrs Graham Wahn, 
daughter, N.Y,, June 27. Mother is 
American rep for film preducer 
Herbert Wilcox: father is with the 
homeoffice publicity department of 
Warner Bros 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Saron, son, 
N.Y.. recently. Father is a lighting 
director for NBC-TV 

Mr. and Mrs. Peter Carpenier, 
son, Framingham, Mass., June 27. 
Mother is daughter of Cedric Fos- 
ter, Mutual network commentator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Frieling- 
haus, daughter, June 28, Glen 
Cove, L. I. Father is drama critic- 
editor of the Griscom newspaper 


Murray 
June 6 
Juggler, 


son, 
He's 


7 
ifs 


jnors calling for the outright pur-\ chain on Long Island. 
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e Magic of... 








Bkinstruh's Village 


Dine, Dance aad Floor Show 











June 15, 1953 


Les Paul & Mary Ford 
c/o General Artists Corp, 
New York, New York 


Dear Les and Marys 


If anyone had told me that Blinstrub's Village would be 
taxed to its capacity night after night for seven days 
during the hot spell we are presently having in Boston, 
I would doubt the possibility of such an experience, 


We were however, turning people away each night of your 
engagement and wishing we could increase our seating 
capacity of 1700 seats to at least 5500 for it seems that 
number of people tried to make reservations for each day 
of your stay at Blinstrub's, 


I want to express my sincerest thanks to you both for 
your outstanding performance all during the week. 


Your presence here at Blinstrub's added greatly to the 
dignity of our club and your thousands of admirers were 
certainly not let down by your work. You were magnif- 
icent, 


Fecopvd Omer sz 


a 
R 
Y 
F 
- 
R 
D 


We certainly enjoyed having you and look forward to a 
return engagement in the not too distant future, 












Sincerely, 


Blinstrub's Village 


Juke Box Magic... 
JOHNNY 1S THE BOY FOR ME 


b/w VAYA CON DIOS 


No. 2486 on 














Opening JULY 15th 
PARAMOUNT, new York 


Opening Aug. 7th 
CHICAGO THEATRE 


Personal Management 
GRAY GORDON——MEL SHAUER 
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CENERAL ARTISTS CORPORAT 
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